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Update Report, received 12 November 2025
REPUBLIC OF TÜRKİYE

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

RECOMMENDATION NO. 95 (2002)
NATIONAL MONITORING REPORT

SUBJECT: Update on the implementation of Recommendation No. 95 (2002) concerning the 
Conservation of Marine Turtles at Kazanlı Beach (Türkiye), as requested in the letter of the 
Secretariat of the Bern Convention of 29 October 2025.

The letter of the Secretariat dated 29 October 2025 conveyed the Secretariat’s observations 
regarding the implementation of Recommendation No. 95 (2002) on the conservation of marine 
turtles in Kazanlı Beach. The Secretariat welcomed the efforts of the Turkish authorities in 
removing certain structures in the area. However, it was noted that the overall number of nests 
has shown a continuous decrease over time, and that several key recommendations (Rec. 1, 2, 
3, 5, 7, 10 and 14) have not been fully implemented or have only been partially addressed. 
Concerns were raised regarding the presence of greenhouses in close proximity to the nesting 
zone, vehicle headlights, plastic and chemical pollution, and potential risks from toxic waste 
originating from a nearby factory. In addition, issues were highlighted regarding the insufficient 
monitoring of nesting activities (Recommendation 5) and limited awareness-raising activities 
(Recommendation 7). The Secretariat indicated that, unless concrete progress is demonstrated, 
the reopening of the file under Recommendation No. 95 (2002) may be considered.

In this context, an updated report reflecting the current situation and recent progress has been 
requested.

REVIEW AND FINDINGS

Below is the current status regarding the implementation of Recommendations 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 10 
and 14 of Recommendation No. 95 (2002) of the Bern Convention:

1. Urgent removal of greenhouses located close to the sea in section K3; and subsequent 
removal of other greenhouses in this area through appropriate legal and administrative 
procedures, with the aim of restoring this part of the coast for turtle nesting.

Greenhouses in close proximity to the nesting shoreline remain present in section K3 of Kazanlı 
Beach. It has been determined that the parcel where the greenhouses are located (Parcel No. 56, 
Block 311, Kazanlı Neighbourhood, Akdeniz District) has been transferred to the Akdeniz 
Municipality following coastal boundary assessments. An official letter has been sent to the 
relevant Municipality requesting the removal of the greenhouses and rehabilitation of the 
coastal area for turtle nesting (Annex 1). Work is ongoing.

2. Immediate relocation of the taxi parking area away from the beach.

The taxi parking area previously located on the northern side of the Caretta Park area along 
Kazanlı Coastal Road has already been removed in line with the said Recommendation (Annex 
2).

3. Regular collection of plastic waste from the beach
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It has been observed that, following the nesting season, agricultural plastic waste, household 
waste and construction debris accumulate along the Kazanlı Coastal Road area and are 
dispersed onto the beach by wind and other factors. The relevant municipalities have been 
officially requested to remove these wastes urgently (Annex 3).

5. Continued monitoring of chemical discharges from the Soda-Chromium factory into 
the sea; establishment of a permanent and reliable monitoring system for nesting activity 
on the beach; assessment of the additional burden placed on Kazanlı’s natural 
environment by substances discharged from the Soda-Chromium Factory; and 
monitoring the impact of these wastes on wildlife

Wastewater from the Soda-Chrom factory is treated at the Kromsan Wastewater Treatment 
Plant and discharged in accordance with environmental regulations. Discharge samples are 
taken twice monthly and analysed by an accredited laboratory under the coordination of the 
Provincial Directorate of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change (Annex 4).

Nesting activities are currently monitored by personnel of our Directorate. For the upcoming 
nesting season, additional scientific monitoring under the supervision of a qualified researcher 
will be implemented.

7. Conducting public awareness activities, especially targeting the local population, about 
the presence of turtles and their nests in Kazanlı.

During fieldwork, awareness activities are conducted with local residents. A program will be 
organized to implement education activities on marine turtles in local primary, secondary and 
high schools. Fishermen in the area are registered under the Karaduvar Fishing Port. Annual 
awareness and training activities are conducted jointly with the Coast Guard. The most recent 
training session was held on 02/09/2025 with the participation of 29 fishermen and relevant 
institutions (Annex 5).

10. Proper disposal of hazardous waste accumulated near the shore over the years due to 
industrial activities

The hazardous waste (Cr+6) generated between 1984 and 1998 is stored on-site in a 
geomembrane-sealed containment area equipped with drainage and monitoring channels 
connected to the Kromsan wastewater treatment system. The ETAN (Old Technology Waste 
Neutralization) Facility, commissioned in 2009 and approved by the Ministry, neutralizes the 
waste to a non-hazardous state (Cr+3). To date, 1,928,476 tons of waste have been neutralized, 
and approximately 1,400,000 tons remain to be processed. Neutralization continues (Annex 4).

14. Reducing the impact of agricultural chemicals used in and around Kazanlı.

The District Directorate of Agriculture and Forestry has implemented several biological and 
biotechnical pest control projects. These include the release of beneficial insects and 
distribution of sticky traps across greenhouse areas, as well as educational programs to reduce 
chemical pesticide use. The area applying biological and biotechnical methods has expanded to 
approximately 1,500 hectares and is expected to continue increasing (Annex 6). Further 
coordination will be undertaken to strengthen these efforts.

This report has been prepared and signed by the relevant authorities on 07/11/2025.
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ANNEXES:

1. Official letter of the 7th Regional Directorate, Erdemli District Office, dated 07/11/2025 and 
numbered E-31875023-740-21855416

English Summary 

The letter and its annexes refer to the letter of the Secretariat of the Bern Convention, concerning 
the implementation of Recommendation No. 95 (2002) on the conservation of marine turtles at 
Kazanlı Beach, Türkiye. The Secretariat welcomed the efforts of Turkish authorities in 
removing certain structures in the area; however, it expressed concern over the continued 
decline in nesting numbers and noted that several key recommendations (1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 10 and 
14, particularly concerning Chelonia mydas) have either not been implemented or have been 
only partially fulfilled. Specific concerns include the presence of greenhouses near the nesting 
area, vehicle light disturbance, plastic and chemical pollution, and toxic waste from a nearby 
factory. Additionally, the monitoring of nesting activities (Recommendation 5) and awareness-
raising efforts (Recommendation 7) were found to be insufficient. The Secretariat indicated 
that, unless substantial progress is demonstrated, reopening the case file under 
Recommendation No. 95 (2002) may be considered.

Within this context, it has been identified that the greenhouses mentioned in the file are located 
on Parcel No. 56, Block 311, in Kazanlı Neighborhood of Akdeniz District, which lies within 
the designated Marine Turtle Nesting Area and below the officially established coastal 
boundary line. According to the Bern Convention, the Environmental Law (Article 9/a), and 
the General Directorate’s Circular No. 2009/10 on “Marine Turtle Conservation,” this zone is 
classified as a strict protection area (I and II Protection Zones) where construction, coastal 
alteration and activities disturbing the natural geomorphology, vegetation, or wildlife are 
prohibited. Therefore, greenhouse structures in this area are not permissible, and any planned 
activities require prior consultation and approval from the Ministry.

Considering that reopening the file may result in sanctions against Türkiye under the Bern 
Convention, it is formally requested that the greenhouses located on the parcel, registered under 
Akdeniz Municipality, be removed without delay, the dune ecosystem be restored, and the 
outcome be reported to the Directorate.
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2. Photograph of the former taxi parking area.

3. Official letter of the 7th Regional Directorate, Erdemli District Office, dated 07/11/2025 and 
numbered E-31875023-740-21858239.

English Summary

The referenced correspondence concerns the Secretariat of the Bern Convention’s letter, 
evaluating the implementation of Recommendation No. 95 (2002) on the conservation of 
marine turtles at Kazanlı Beach, Türkiye. The Secretariat acknowledged the positive steps taken 
by Turkish authorities to remove certain structures in the area; however, it expressed continued 
concern regarding the ongoing decline in the number of turtle nests. Several key 
recommendations (1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 10 and 14, particularly relating to Chelonia mydas) have 
reportedly either not been implemented or only partially fulfilled. Specific concerns include the 
presence of greenhouse structures near the nesting zone, vehicle light disturbance, plastic and 
chemical pollution, and toxic waste associated with a nearby industrial facility. 

Additionally, deficiencies were noted in the monitoring of nesting activities (Recommendation 
5) and in public awareness and outreach measures (Recommendation 7). The Secretariat stated 
that, in the absence of demonstrable progress, the possible reopening of the case file under 
Recommendation No. 95 (2002) may be considered.

In this context, it has recently been observed that significant amounts of greenhouse waste, 
plastic waste, textile waste, general refuse, and construction debris have been dumped along the 
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Kazanlı coastal road and beach area. Accumulated waste has dispersed across the shoreline due 
to wind and other environmental factors, posing potential harm to biodiversity and coastal 
habitats.

Accordingly, it is requested that these wastes be removed without delay in accordance with 
relevant legislation, and that necessary measures be taken to prevent further environmental 
pollution. The results of these actions should be reported to the Directorate for submission to 
the Standing Committee of the Bern Convention.
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4. Letter of Türkiye Şişe ve Cam Fabrikaları A.Ş., dated 21/07/2025 and numbered 75659.
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5. Record of the 2025 Karaduvar Fishing Port training session.



- 25 - T-PVS/Files(2025) Rec No. 95 (2002)_gov



T-PVS/Files(2025) Rec No. 95 (2002)_gov – 26 –



- 27 - T-PVS/Files(2025) Rec No. 95 (2002)_gov

6. Letter of the Akdeniz District Directorate of Agriculture and Forestry

English Summary 

Under Recommendation 95 (2002) of the Bern Convention, several projects on biological and 
biotechnical pest control have been implemented in Türkiye.

In the scope of beneficial insects:

-400,000 Orius laevigatus were released for thrips control on peppers, and 8,000,000 A. swirskii 
for whitefly control, covering 55 decares of 10 producers’ fields.

-Under the “Expansion of Biotechnical Control in Greenhouse Pepper Production” project, 
5,230 yellow sticky traps for whitefly and 5,230 blue traps for thrips were distributed to 2,615 
decares of greenhouse peppers.

-Under the “Consume My Greens Safely” project, 150 liters of orange oil were applied over 
250 decares for pest control.

Training and extension activities were also conducted to reduce chemical pesticide use and 
promote biological and biotechnical methods. As a result, the number of producers applying 
these methods and the cultivated area has increased to approximately 1,500 decares, with further 
growth expected in the coming years.
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Update Report, received 29 July 2025

REPUBLIC OF TÜRKİYE

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

GOVERNMENT REPORT FOLLOW-UP OF IMPLEMENTATION OF 
RECOMMENDATION NO. 95 (2002)

SUBJECT: In accordance with the decision taken at the 37th Standing Committee meeting of 
the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern 
Convention), to which Türkiye is a party, a review and assessment report has been prepared for 
submission to the Standing Committee, since reporting is required biennially regarding the 
“Kazanlı Sea Turtle Nesting Beach” located in Akdeniz District of Mersin Province.

This report contains limited information on activities completed before the re-initiation of 
monitoring on this case file and primarily focuses on ongoing or incomplete actions.

REVIEW AND FINDINGS

Recommendation of the Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and 
Natural Habitats – Recommendation No. 95 (2002):

1. Removing as a matter of urgency, the row of greenhouses closest to the sea in beach section K3; 
remove, as soon as feasible, other greenhouses in beach section K3 through the appropriate legal 
and administrative procedures and restore that space to favour turtle nesting:

On-site inspections conducted at Kazanlı Beach revealed that in section K3, greenhouses are 
still being cultivated in very close proximity to the sea (Annex-1).

2. Moving the taxi parking area away from the beach as a matter of urgency:

It was determined that there is no taxi parking area at the Kazanlı Sea Turtle Nesting Beach 
(Annex-2).

3. Periodically removing the plastic debris from the beach:

Prior to and during the nesting season, beach cleaning activities are conducted jointly by the 
Cleaning Services Department of Akdeniz Municipality and volunteers (Annex-3).

4. Screening the lights of the municipality of Kazanlı and the Soda-Chrome factory so as to avoid 
photopollution on the beach:

During the sea turtle nesting season, Mersin Provincial Directorate of Nature Conservation and 
National Parks monitors light pollution in the area. Businesses found to cause problems are 
warned accordingly.

5. Maintaining monitoring of the chemical waste discharge into the sea by the chrome factory and 
establishing a permanent system for monitoring of nesting activity on the beaches, monitoring 
of the effects of wastes on wildlife

Wastewater generated during production at the Soda-Chromsan Factory is treated at the 
factory’s wastewater treatment facility and discharged in accordance with the Environmental 
Law and related legislation. The facility holds a valid Environmental Permit. As part of internal 
monitoring, wastewater samples are taken twice a month and analyzed at an accredited 
laboratory appointed by the Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change. 
Monitoring is carried out by the Mersin Provincial Directorate of the Ministry (Annex-4). 
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Additionally, nesting and monitoring activities on the beach are overseen by the Mersin 
Directorate of Nature Conservation and National Parks. Nest numbers over the past five years 
are as follows:

6. Setting in place a monitoring of beach erosion, so as to take remedial measures as needed:

Due to coastal erosion, sea turtles are now nesting in areas that used to be sand dunes. This 
situation highlights the critical importance of preserving the backshore areas to ensure nesting 
grounds remain available. A project is therefore needed to identify factors causing erosion, 
prevent its formation, and monitor it regularly. In this context, a protocol is being prepared with 
the Institute of Marine Sciences at Middle East Technical University, and work is ongoing.

7. Promote public awareness on the presence and interest of marine turtle nesting in Kazanlı, 
addressed in particular to local population:

During fieldwork conducted in the Kazanlı region, our team has carried out public awareness 
and educational activities for residents (Annex-5).

8. Fully implementing the existing environment plan and assure the necessary financial and human 
resources to this end:

The area is designated as a sea turtle nesting ground under the 1/100,000 scale Mersin-Adana 
Regional Environmental Plan (Annex-6).

9. Removing the illegal building in beach section K1:

The illegal building located in the K1 section of Kazanlı Beach was removed in February 2024. 
Recent inspection photos are attached (Annex-7).

10. Removing as appropriate the hazardous waste accumulated over the years close to the beach as 
a result of industrial activities:

Hazardous waste resulting from factory operations between 1984 and 1998 is securely stored 
within the factory premises using impermeable geomembrane materials. Drainage channels 
around the waste area collect rainwater, which is then directed to the wastewater treatment 
system via pumps and pipes. These hazardous wastes (Cr+6) are treated in the ETAN (Old 
Technology Waste Neutralization) Facility established in 2009, converting them into non-
hazardous form (Cr+3). It is estimated that approximately 1.928.476 tons of waste have been 
processed so far, with around 1.400.000 tons remaining. The neutralized waste has been stored 
at the Sariibrahimli Regular Storage Facility since 2015 (Annex-4).

11. Considering the removal of the wedding hall of Kazanlı from the beach, to be relocated 
elsewhere:

The municipality-owned wedding hall on Kazanlı Beach has been demolished (Annex-8). 
Evaluation regarding the rehabilitation of the area is ongoing.

12. Applying appropriate treatment to sewage waters from Kazanlı, so as to free the back of the 
beach from pollution:

Wastewater from Kazanlı is transferred via a pumping station to the Karaduvar Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, where it is fully treated using biological processes and discharged into the sea 
through a deep-sea outlet. The facility is designed to treat carbon, nitrogen, and phosphorus, and 
the sludge generated is dried and removed. Biogas produced during sludge treatment is used to 

Nest Counts at Kazanlı Sea Turtle Nesting Beach
Beach length: 4.4 km

Year 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Species C. 

mydas
C. 
caretta

C. 
mydas

C. 
caretta

C. 
mydas

C. 
caretta

C. 
mydas

C. 
caretta

C. 
mydas

C. 
caretta

Nest 
Count

1613 - 1226 - 1293 90 1.174 183 688 362
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generate electricity, covering a major portion of the facility’s energy needs. The treated water 
meets EU standards, as stated on the facility’s official website. 
(https://www.meski.gov.tr/pages/TesisDetay.xhtml?tesisId=9)

13. Looking for an appropriate solution to remove houses on the beach that were constructed legally:

It has been identified that the houses known as “Onur Site” still exist on Kazanlı Beach (Annex-
9).

14. Reducing the impact of agrochemical products in the area around Kazanlı:

According to the Akdeniz District Directorate of Agriculture and Forestry, several projects have 
been implemented on biological and biotechnical pest control. Within the scope of beneficial 
insects, 400.000 Orius laevigatus individuals were released to combat thrips, and 8.000.000 A. 
swirskii for whiteflies, covering 55 decares of land with 10 participating farmers. Additionally, 
5.230 yellow and 5.230 blue sticky traps were distributed to greenhouses for biotechnical pest 
control in pepper production under cover, covering 2.615 decares. Under the project “I Consume 
My Greens Safely,” 150 liters of orange oil were purchased and distributed over 250 decares for 
pest management. Educational and outreach programs were also conducted to raise awareness 
and reduce chemical pesticide use. As a result, the area where biological and biotechnical 
methods are used has increased to approximately 1500 decares, and it is expected to expand 
further in the coming years (Annex-10).

Status of Implementation per Recommendation
Recommendation 
Number

Status

1 Not fully accomplished
2 Accomplished
3 Accomplished
4 Accomplished
5 Accomplished
6 Not fully accomplished
7 Accomplished
8 Accomplished
9 Not fully accomplished
10 Not fully accomplished
11 Not fully accomplished
12 Accomplished
13 Not accomplished
14 Accomplished
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Annex 1: Photos of Greenhouses
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Annex 2: Photos of the area where the taxi parking area was located
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Annex 3: Photos of collected waste
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Annex 4: Official correspondence from Şişecam Chemicals Chromium Plant
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Annex-5: Photos of public awareness activities
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Annex-6: Annex-6 Sheet O33 of the 1100,000 scale Mersin-Adana Regional 
Environmental Plan
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Annex-7: Photos of the demolished illegal building (dated 21 July 2025)
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Annex-8: Photos of the demolished wedding hall (dated 21 July 2025)
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Annex-9: Photos of “Onur Site” residential area (dated 21 July 2025)
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Annex-10:  Official document from the institution on biological and biotechnical control 
practices

REPUBLIC OF TÜRKİYE
AKDENİZ DISTRICT GOVERNORSHIP

District Directorate of Agriculture and Forestry

Mesudiye Neighborhood, 112th Street, No. 45, Akdeniz / Mersin
Tel: (0324) 336 20 73 | Fax: (0324) 336 20 74

E-Mail: akdeniz@tarim.gov.tr
Registered E-Mail (KEP): tarimveormanbakanligi@hs01.kep.tr

Number: E-56538998-335.01-20187936
Subject: Reporting on the BERN Convention
Date: 17.07.2025

TO: MERSİN DIRECTORATE OF NATURE CONSERVATION AND NATIONAL PARKS

Reference: Letter dated 11.07.2025 and numbered E-31875023-335.01-20119393 of the 
Mersin Directorate of Nature Conservation and National Parks (Erdemli Branch).

Within the scope of the BERN Convention (Convention on the Conservation of European 
Wildlife and Natural Habitats), and in relation to the Recommendation No. 95 (2002) of the 
Convention:

Many projects have been carried out regarding biological and biotechnical control. Under the 
scope of beneficial insects:

-In the fight against thrips, 400,000 individuals of Orius laevigatus were used within the 
project titled “Whitefly Became Medicine for Pepper,” 
-In the fight against whiteflies, 8,000,000 beneficial insects were procured and 10 
farmers released them over 55 decares of land with Amblyseius swirskii.
Under the project titled “Dissemination of Biotechnical Control in Greenhouse Pepper 
Production”:
-5,230 yellow sticky traps were procured for whitefly control, and 
-5,230 blue sticky traps were procured for thrips control,
-These traps were distributed across 2,615 decares of greenhouse pepper fields.
Under the project titled “I Consume My Greens Safely”:
-150 liters of orange oil were procured for pest control and distributed over an area of 
250 decares.

In order to promote the use of biological and biotechnical control methods, training and 
extension activities were conducted in the region to reduce chemical control and pesticide use 
and to raise awareness among producers. As a result of these activities, both the number of 
producers practicing biological and biotechnical control and the cultivated area have increased 
in the region. Currently, approximately 1,500 decares are under such practices, and this number 
is expected to increase in the coming years.

mailto:akdeniz@tarim.gov.tr
mailto:tarimveormanbakanligi@hs01.kep.tr
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Respectfully submitted for your information and necessary action.

Hasan HATİPOĞLU
District Director

This document has been signed with a secure electronic signature.
Verification Code: 2D0D56EE-826E-43CD-841C-B79D4364EB83
Verification Address: https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/tarim-ebys
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