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ДОВКІЛЛЯ УКРАЇНИ
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тел./факс: (044) 253-63-71,

тел. (044) 200-47-53,
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сайт: www.me.gov.ua,
код згідно з ЄДРПОУ 37508596

Ministry of Economy and 
Environment of Ukraine

M. Hrushevskoho str., 12/2, Kyiv, 
01008, fax: (044) 253-63-71,

phone (044) 200-47-53,
e-mail: meconomy@me.gov.ua, 

web: www.me.gov.ua

Ms. Alessandra Siino,

The Ministry of Economy and Environment of Ukraine presents its compliments and has the honour 
to inform you that, following a change in the composition of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, the 
Ministry of Economy, Environment, and Agriculture of Ukraine has been renamed the Ministry of 
Economy and Environment of Ukraine.

The Ministry of Economy and Environment of Ukraine has reviewed the letter from the Secretary of the 
Bern Convention dated May 18, 2026, and hereby provides information regarding the review of 
Complaint No. 2024/02, “Reported Deforestation in the Emerald Network Site (UA0000338) in Kyiv 
Oblast.”

Unfortunately, the russian federation’s armed aggression against Ukraine continues, in violation of the 
UN Charter, and its invasion of Ukraine’s sovereign territory -involving the use of force against Ukraine 
- is nothing less than a war of aggression against our state. These military operations are exacting an 
ever-greater toll on the country’s material and human resources. Preserving Ukraine’s independence 
with the sincere assistance of all European countries is currently our top priority.

At the same time, our state continues to carry out other important tasks, including the conservation of 
plant and animal species listed in the Bern Convention. The Ministry reaffirms its commitment to the 
principles of the Bern Convention and reports on the measures taken regarding Complaint No. 
2024/02: “Reported deforestation in the Emerald Network site (UA0000338) in Kyiv Oblast,” despite 
constant enemy bombardment and the loss of human lives.

The Ukrainian Government drafted, and the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted on April 30, 2026, 
Law of Ukraine No. 4869-IX “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine Concerning 
the Burial Sites of Persons Who Died Defending the Independence, Sovereignty, and Territorial 
Integrity of Ukraine” (hereinafter referred to as the Law No. 4869).
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According to paragraph 2 of Section II. “Final Provisions” of Law No. 4869, in the absence of any 
other satisfactory solution regarding the location of the National Military Memorial Cemetery, it is 
established that the location of said cemetery was determined in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 9 of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern, 
September 19, 1979), ratified by the Law of Ukraine “On Ukraine’s Accession to the 1979 Convention 
on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats.”

In accordance with the aforementioned Law, the Ministry of Veterans Affairs must ensure the 
development and implementation of measures aimed at preventing pollution and protecting and 
restoring wild flora and fauna and natural habitats within the territory of the National Military 
Memorial Cemetery.

The Ministry of Economy must develop and approve regulatory acts regarding the application of 
compensatory measures aimed at preserving biodiversity, natural habitats, and ecosystems in 
connection with the establishment of the National Military Memorial Cemetery, and submit the 
relevant draft acts to the Cabinet of Ministers for consideration in accordance with established 
procedures.

We hereby inform you that, prior to its inclusion in the list of Emerald Network territories, the NVMC 
territory was not classified as a particularly valuable natural complex or site. There were no territories 
or objects within the Natural Reserve Fund of Ukraine subject to special protection measures in the 
aforementioned area. For reference, we note that during a commission inspection involving 
representatives of the state institution “National Military Memorial Cemetery,” a representative of the 
Department of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Kyiv Regional State Administration, the Fastiv 
District State Administration, and representatives of the territorial body of the State Ecological 
Inspection of Ukraine, the relevant forest areas were inspected in accordance with Resolution No. 225 
of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine dated March 1, 2024, “Certain Issues Regarding the Removal of 
Trees, Shrubs, Lawns, and Flower Beds During Preparatory and/or Construction Work and the 
Operation of the National Military Memorial Cemetery,” the inspection reports on green spaces lack 
information regarding the presence of species listed in the Red Book of Ukraine and the lists of the 
Bern Convention (copies of the available reports are attached).

Since Ukraine, in accordance with Law of Ukraine No. 4869-IX of April 30, 2026, and Article 9 of the 
Berne Convention, has decided to make a derogation within the territory of the NVMC, then, in 
accordance with paragraph 2 of Article 9, Ukraine will, within two years, submit to the Standing 
Committee of the Berne Convention a report on the derogation from the provisions of the Berne 
Convention, in accordance with the reporting structure specified in Article 9.
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In light of the above, we hereby inform you that the Government of Ukraine (specifically 
the Ministry of Veterans Affairs and the Ministry of Economy) is taking all measures feasible 
under the current circumstances during this extremely difficult time of war to minimize the 
negative impact on the biological and landscape diversity of the Emerald Sites.

We kindly ask that you take into account all the challenges posed by the state of war in 
Ukraine, the extraordinary losses we are currently enduring as we fight for victory on behalf 
of the entire European community, and that you maintain the pending status of Complaint 
No. 2024/02 until the aforementioned report on the withdrawal is submitted.

The Ministry of Economy and Environment takes this opportunity to assure its esteemed 
colleagues of its highest regard for them.

Attachment: inspection reports, 53 sheets in 1 copy. Sincerely,

[e-signed]

Oleksandr Krasnolutskyi
Deputy Minister of Economy and 
Environment
of Ukraine

Ms. Alessandra Siino
Secretary of the Bern Convention 
Council of Europe, Avenue de 
l'Europe F-67075 Strasbourg 
Cedex, France Email: 
bern.convention@coe.int
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Update Report, received in February 2026
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- 5 - T-PVS/Files(2026)2024-02_gov 



T-PVS/Files(2026)2024-02_gov - 6 -

Part 2
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Part 4
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