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Update Report — February 2026 )
REPUBLIC OF TURKIYE

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
1st REPORT OF 2026 ON ANAMUR SEA TURTLE NESTING BEACH

REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT REPORT

SUBJECT: Complaint No. 2019/05: Open File: Turkiye: Habitat destruction in Mersin
Anamur Beach

In accordance with the request communicated by the Secretariat of the Bern Convention on the
Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats regarding Complaint No. 2019/05 on
habitat degradation along the Mersin—Anamur Coast, the present report has been prepared to
provide updated information on the conservation activities carried out in the area, the current
status of the habitats and nesting populations, and the progress achieved in the implementation
of Recommendation No. 226 (2024).

The report also presents recent developments and measures undertaken by the relevant national
authorities and stakeholders to ensure the protection, monitoring, and rehabilitation of the
affected habitats and species.

“In the decision adopted by the Bureau of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg on 22
December 2025, under Open File 2019/05;”

194. Appreciated the results of the efforts of both parties to enhance the monitoring, state of
the habitats and nesting conditions of C. caretta, C. mydas and T. triunguis

195. Urged the authorities to intensify their efforts to pursue the implementation of
Recommendation No. 226 (2024), in cooperation with all the relevant stakeholders, including
the complainants.

196. In particular, called for decisive action to halt further destruction and rehabilitate the
habitats of the Nile soft-shelled turtles to enable the local population’s survival.

Species monitoring activities for Trionyx triunguis have been initiated by the General
Directorate of Nature Conservation and National Parks, 7th Regional Directorate, as of 09
October 2025. Counts are being conducted at approximately two-week intervals along a 500-
meter line using the line transect method in the Dragon Stream and Sultansuyu Stream (Annex-
1).

Annex-1 includes field inspection reports documenting visits conducted on different dates to
Dragon Stream and Sultansuyu Stream, during which surveys were carried out upstream
starting from the sea inland. The findings recorded on these dates are presented in the table
below.

| 09.10.2025 | One Nile soft-shelled turtle (Trionyx triunguis) was recorded in Dragon Stream. |
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24.10.2025 | No individuals were detected.
10.11.2025 | No individuals were detected.
25.11.2025 | One Nile soft-shelled turtle (Trionyx triunguis) was recorded in Dragon Stream.
10.12.2025 | One Nile soft-shelled turtle (Trionyx triunguis) was recorded in Dragon Stream.
25.12.2025 | No individuals were detected.
08.01.2026 | No individuals were detected.
23.01.2026 | One Nile soft-shelled turtle (Trionyx triunguis) was recorded in Dragon Stream.

Since the starting date of the monitoring activities, Nile soft-shelled turtles (Trionyx triunguis)
have been recorded in four incidences.

197. Stressed the importance of establishing a turtle protection network (Rec.8) and a
turtle monitoring group (Rec.9) for ensuring appropriate coordination of required
efforts.

The activities carried out under Recommendation 8 and 9 are described below under the
heading “Activities Conducted within the Scope of Recommendation No. 226 (2024) — Articles
8 and 9” The work is being implemented in coordination with relevant institutions and non-
governmental organizations.

198. Highlighted that any existing practices and new developments not listed in the
Recommendation No. 226 (2024) which could have a negative impact on the nesting
beach, such as mining, agriculture or inadequate water management, be carefully
assessed and — if considered detrimental — avoided.

Within the scope of assessing potential adverse impacts of agricultural activities, mining
practices and water management on the sea turtle nesting beach, consultations were held with
the District Directorate of Agriculture and Forestry. It was confirmed that routine inspections
and controls are regularly conducted regarding the extraction of sand and gravel from the coast
and riverbeds, as well as potential mass fish mortality incidents. The inspections carried out
determined that no sand or gravel extraction has taken place from the beaches or streams, no
mass fish deaths have occurred, and that the hydroelectric power plants (HPPs) located on the
Dragon Stream provide sufficient water to fish passages.

Furthermore, it was reported that farmer training activities are being conducted to prevent the
pollution of streams and seawater. Within the scope of these trainings, farmers are informed
about the proper disposal of agricultural pesticide packaging, emphasizing that such waste must
not be discarded into water bodies or the environment, and that it is collected and disposed of
appropriately as mentioned in the official letter (Annex-2).

Activities Conducted within the Scope of Bern Convention Recommendation
No. 226 (2024);

1.Remedy Stage 1 and 2 design issues, which mainly relate to poor lighting choices and
light control. Consider erecting a fence along the beach edge to deter people from entering
the beach at night.

As a result of the studies conducted on the Anamur Sea Turtle Nesting Beach by a team
composed of members of the National Scientific Commission, the light index has been
determined. It was recommended that lighting systems should not exceed a height of 50 cm,
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operate at wavelengths of 580 nm and above, preferably in red or amber colors, that sections
directly illuminating the beach should be shielded, and that the lighting design should be
prepared in consultation with expert researchers.

Within the scope of these recommendations of the National Scientific Commission, the
Municipality of Anamur is currently continuing the preparations for the lighting project.

2.Review the remaining Stage 2 and Stage 3 development plans to ensure they are
necessary and are compatible with preservation of successful, undisturbed turtle nesting.

The Municipality of Anamur has stated that the preparation and implementation of phased
(stage-based) projects in the nesting area are not currently on their agenda.

3.Enforce existing legislation by removal of illegal development, structures and impactful
lighting from all areas of beach but especially the area of bungalows and restaurant on
beach section 2 that may act as a catalyst for similar such developments away from the
urban centre.

Information was requested from the Municipality of Anamur regarding the matter, and in the
official reply provided in Annex-3 it was stated that unauthorized constructions located within
the Coastal Setback Line in the Fatih Neighborhood of Anamur District—specifically on
privately owned parcel 326, block 1, as well as on unregistered areas—were sealed on
05.08.2025 in accordance with the provisions of the Zoning Law No. 3194, as they fall within
the Sea Turtle Nesting Beach. As it was determined that these illegal structures were not
brought into compliance with zoning regulations within the legally granted period, a demolition
decision (No. 284, dated 25.09.2025) was adopted by the Municipal Council. It was further
stated that the demolition works will be carried out within the scope of the Municipality’s 2026
Demolition Tender.

4.1ncrease number of signs that have information on sea turtles and the dos and don’ts
for behaviour on the nesting beach at beach entrances. Create new signs to attach to each
protective nest cage so that each nest has key information associated with it.

Twenty warning signboards have been produced for the beach (Annex-4), and these signs will
be installed on the nesting beach prior to the nesting season. Protective subsurface cages for
nests are available; however, efforts are ongoing to procure additional cages requested for the
2026 nesting season.

5.Improve turtle monitoring and protection capacity through training and increasing the
number of people involved in daily surveys. Collect all relevant data indicated in
Guidance Tool, starting as soon as possible by recording the location of each turtle nest
using GPS to support scientific analyses and interpretation of the status of turtles and
their habitats.

Nest monitoring activities are carried out by a team composed of a scientific group led by
Dogan Sozbilen, a lecturer at Pamukkale University, together with volunteers and staff
members of our Directorate. Nest coordinates are recorded using GPS. Nest monitoring
activities are conducted in accordance with the relevant guideline document.
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6.Design a hatchling management plan to be prepared for occurrences of hatchling
disorientation caused by artificial lighting and respond promptly and strongly to adjust,
revise or eliminate problematic lighting.

The “Anamur Sea Turtle Nesting Beach Hatchling Management Plan” has been prepared and
was implemented during the 2025 sea turtle nesting season. Areas within the nesting beach
where hatchlings emerging from nests were observed to orient toward land instead of the sea
were identified (Annex-5), and the relevant businesses and municipalities were requested to
take the necessary mitigation measures (Annex-5a).

7.Undertake surveys for presence of Nile soft shelled turtles at all historically known sites
along Anamur beach and commission ecological study for feasibility of restoring sites
where presence remains, and nesting was previously reported.

During the 2025 sea turtle nesting season, nest monitoring activities for T. triunguis, in addition
to C. caretta and C. mydas, were carried out by a team led by Dogan Sozbilen, a lecturer at
Pamukkale University, together with staff members of our Directorate. Two nests of T.
triunguis were identified along the banks of the Dragon Stream.

Since 09 October 2025, surveys for T. triunguis have been conducted approximately every two
weeks by the teams of the Anamur Nature Conservation and National Parks Unit, using the line
transect counting method along designated transects in the Dragon Stream and Sultansuyu
Stream. These monitoring activities are ongoing (Annex-1).

In addition, investigations are continuing regarding potential agricultural and mining activities
that may pose threats to the habitats of T. triunguis.

8. Create a turtle protection network composed of authorities, NGOs, local stakeholders
and concerned individuals that regularly meet to discuss issues and their solutions.

On 3 July 2025, a WhatsApp group titled “Anamur Sea Turtles Local Commission” was
established to facilitate communication regarding activities carried out at the Anamur Sea
Turtle Nesting Beach, as well as notifications and complaints. As stated in the group
description, the platform serves as a communication network, in line with the Bern Convention
Recommendation, enabling information sharing among stakeholders related to the Anamur Sea
Turtle Nesting Beach. The network includes members of the Anamur Sea Turtles Local
Commission, comprising representatives of authorized public institutions and organizations
operating at the Anamur beach, as well as representatives of non-governmental organizations
such as SAD-AFAG and MER-CED.

Through this communication network, an administrative fine was imposed on one vehicle
reported for entering the beach (Annex-6). In addition, information was shared by the State
Hydraulic Works (DSI) regarding a temporary gate malfunction affecting the release of the
required 10% environmental flow in the Dragon Stream. Instant notifications and coordinated
responses have also been carried out concerning issues such as beach encroachment, light
pollution, and the collection of stray dogs. Active coordination between public institutions and
non-governmental organizations is maintained through this WhatsApp communication
network.



T-PVS/Files(2026)2019-05_gov -6-

9.Create a turtle monitoring group composed of authorities, NGOs, local stakeholders
and concerned individuals to better monitor the turtle nesting activity. Investigate the
potential for bringing in academic and voluntary teams to contribute to the monitoring.
Given that Anamur beach potentially hosts one of the top five loggerhead turtle nesting
areas in the Mediterranean accurate assessment of activity is strongly warranted.

Pursuant to the decision taken at the Anamur Sea Turtles Local Commission Meeting held on
10 April 2025 at 14:00, a joint team was established consisting of the Anamur Nature
Conservation and National Parks Unit, the Municipality, the Anamur District Police
Department, the Anamur District Gendarmerie Command, and representatives of non-
governmental organizations. VVolunteer citizens also participate in this team from time to time.
In addition, volunteers (members of non-governmental organizations) periodically patrol the
beach during the nesting season and submit notifications when necessary.

This report has been prepared and duly signed by the undersigned on 03/02/2026.

ANNEXES:
Annex-1 T. triunguis field inspection reports

Annex-2 Official correspondence was conducted with the District Directorate of Agriculture
and Forestry regarding mass fish mortality incidents, the extraction of sand and gravel from
coastal areas, and the organization of farmer training activities.

Annex-3 The official letter of the Municipality of Anamur regarding the removal of illegal
development

Annex-4 Warning Signboards

Annex-5 Identification of areas with improper lighting

Annex-5a Official letter regarding the warning for the correction of improper lighting
Annex-6 Vehicle penalty notice

* The official correspondences included in the annexes have not been translated directly from
Turkish; instead, their content has been appropriately referenced in the main text.
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Annex-1 T. triunguis field inspection reports
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Annex-2 Official correspondence was conducted with the District Directorate of
Agriculture and Forestry regarding mass fish mortality incidents, the extraction of sand
and gravel from coastal areas, and the organization of farmer training activities.

1.L, /, \!
ANAMUR KAYMAKAMLIG

Iige Tarim ve Orman Miidiirliigii

25 ALLE vina

Say1 :E-EQE?E?TS—MD,QQ-EZBDNS
Konu :Bem Aleyhte Dosya( Anamur) e

MERSIN IL TARIM VE ORMAN MUDURLUGTNE
(Balikgalik ve Su Uriinleri Sube Mildiirliigii)

flgi  : Mersin il Tarm ve Orman i
F : MiidiirliEi (Balikgilik ve Su Uriinleri iadiirlihii ) i
21.11.2025 tarhli ve E-129?4293-140.99-220??4?3 sayih ms'“b‘-' Mmmﬂ@l}mn

ligemiz sahillerinde ve akarsularmda balik dliimleri ile flgili
- ile ilgili Mildiirliizimi ‘hanei bir si
Imein; . el miize herhangi bir gikayet
ge § o!i_lp, akarsulardaﬂ_ ve sahilden klrlm-u;akll almp alnmadigr ve toplu balik ﬁlﬂmleil-i olup

hultmmlHES‘lerclen balik gegitlerine veteri su verildigi tespit edilnigtir
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a _ n  dnlenmesi diyla giftcilerimizi
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ArNmza ve gevreye atilmamas: bu tarzdaki .
s i atiklarmn toplanarak uygun yerlerde yakilmas: gerektigi
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ur Demz Kaplumbagalart Yerel Komi K M
- o g omisyonu Kurulmus olup, Deniz
noda yapilacak cal i i
e o ap salismalan degerlendinmek ve yerinde inceleme yapmak
Bilgilerinize arz ederim.

Hasan BOSTAN
Ilge Miidiiri

Ek: Komisyon Kararlan (3 Sayfa)

Bu belge, giiveali elekmronik imza ile imzalanm
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Annex-3 The official letter of the Municipality of Anamur regarding the removal of illegal
development

TC.
ANAMUR BELEDIYE BASKANLIGI 1&*
Yapt Kontrol Mildiirligi

Tl e 7% o P L

Say1 :E-69649185-000-55038
Konu : Biyolojik Cesitlilik

ERDEMLI SEFLIGINE
g - 30.01.2026 tarihli ve E-31875023-335.01-23227011 sayih yazmz.

llgi yazimiza komn, Tlgemiz Fatih Mahallesi Kryi Kenar Cizgisi icerisinde kalan dzel miilkivete ait
326 ada 1 parsel ve tescil harici alan igerisindeld izinsiz yapilagmalar, Deniz Kaplumbagalan Yovalama
Kumsals icerisinde kaloug olmasindan dolay: 3194 sayili Imar Kanunn hilkiimlerine gére 05.08.2025
tarihinde myithiirlenmigtir Venlen wasal siire igerisinde kacak vapilagmalarm imara uygun hale
getirilmedigi tespit edilmiy ve Beledive Encimenince 25092025 tarih 284 sayih yilom karan almmigtir
Yiksm iglemleri Beledivemizee yapilacak olan 2026 yih Yikim Thalesi kapsannda degerlendirileceltic

Bilgilerinize rica ederim.
Durmus DENIZ
Belediye Baskam
Bu belga, givenl elakironik imea ila imezskanmgtir.
Dogrutarma Kodu: 10f3d56-bTe-426c-80ef- 100b58a3a485 Dogrulama Linki-
Adres: Yogihyust Mah.29 Ekim Cad. Mu:3 Anapurhsmin Bilg iginc Mustafs TANRIEULU
Taknilcer

Talafon Mo: (324)814 11 15 Faks Noc (324)814 2020
aPosta- hilgiEamamurbal i Intermat Adresi: hitps-/ferww anamer hal
Eap Adreai- anarmrbalednysihed] bep

Talafon Mo: (32438141113

11
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Annex-4 Warning Signboards

DENIZ KAPLUMBAGASI
YUVALAMA ALANIDIR..
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Annex-5 Identification of areas with improper lighting

TC.
ANAMUR BELEDIYE BASKANI IGI 1&4:
Yap: Kontrol Midiirligi
Sayt :E-69649185-000-55038
Eomn : Biyolojik Cegithilik
ERDEMLI SEFLIGINE

Ogi - 30.01.2026 tarihli ve E-31875023-335.01-23227011 sayih yazmz.

llgi yaziniza kom, Ilcemiz Fatih Mahallesi Kiyn Kenar Cizgisi icerisinde kalan, 6zel miilldvete ait
326 ada 1 parsel ve tescil harici alan icenisindeld izinsiz yapilagmalar, Deniz Kaplumbagalan Yovalama
Eunmsals icerisinde kalmmg olmasmndan dolay: 3194 sayih Imar Kamnn hiikiimlerine gére 05.08.2025
tarihinde milhiirlenmigtir. Venlem yasal sfire icerisinde kacak yapilagmalarm imara wygun hale
getinilmedigi tespit edilmis ve Beledive Enctimenince 25092025 tarih 284 sayih yilom karan alinmugtr
Yikim iglemleri Beledivemizee vapilacak olan 2026 yili Yilam Thalesi kapsammda degerlendirilecektir
Bilgilerinize rica ederim.

Durnmg DENIZ
Beledive Bagkam
Bu belge, givanli elekironik imea ile imzalanmugr.
Dogrutama Kodu: 1003d56-bTe-426c-80ed. 1b0b58a3a405 Dogrulama Linki- W
Adres: Yogihyust Mah 19 Fkim Cad Mu:5 Anaeur@demin Bilg igin: Mustafa TANRIEULU
Telafon Mo: (324)214 11 15 Faks Ne: (324)814 20 30 Tekniker
wPosta- hilgifEanamur bel tr Intermet Adresi: hitps:/famsrw. anamor bal o Talafon Mo: (324)81411135

Esp Adresi- anamurbaledive@he] kep
1/1
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vuvalama alaninin denetlenerek 151k kirliligi énleyici tedbirlerin aldirilmasi, Anamur Belediyesince
1. ve 2. Etap 1s1klandirma hatalarimin giderilmesi" karan geredi. kumilan alt komisyonca yukanda bahsi
gecen verlerde gerekli denetim ve incelemelerin yapilarak sk kirlilifini énleyici tedbirlerin aldinlmas:,
uymayanlar hakkinda gerekli idari vaptinmlarm uygulanarak neticeden 02/02/2026 tarihine kadar
Miidiirliifiimiize bilgi verilmesi hususunda;

Geregini arz ederim.

Savas KUNT

Doga Komma ve Milli Parklar Miidiiri V.
Dagitim:
Anamur Beledive Baskanlifina
Anamur Seflifine

Bu belze, mivenli elekironik imza ile mmzalammishr,

Dogrulama Kodu: AJ01BF3-3C36-4B54-ADES- EX0D3 Dogrulama Adresi: btps:/fwww. turkiye. gov. to'tarim-ebys
Yemi Mahalle 33191 Sokak No:d Memth MERSIN Bilz igm:Ayse DURGEN ER=sc
Tel: {324) 357 08 20 Faks: (324) 357 08 23 Veteriner Hakom ° b

KFP: tammvecrmanbakanligiahs01 kep.tr
KEP /resi - Trnreormenhamia 0 Lkep ir
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Annex-5a Official letter regarding the warning for the correction of improper lighting

TC
ANAMUR BELEDIYE BASKANLIGI mﬁ
Zabita Miidiirlign

T, e T i S T

Say1 :E-69960505-000-54929
Konu : Anammir Deniz Kaplumbagalan Yuvalama
Alam
ERDEMLI SEFLIGINE
figi - 15.01.2026 tarihli ve E-31875023-335.01-23003758 sayih vazimz.

Ilgi yazimz incelenmis olup; bahsi gecen yerlere deniz kaplumbagalanm rahatsiz etmeyecek
sekilde aydmlatmalarim diizenlemelenn konusunda gerekli uyanlar yapilmagtir.

Bilgilerinize rica ederim.
MNecdet UNAL
Beledive Bagkan Yardimcis
Bu belge, givenli elektronik imza de imzalanmistr.
Dogrulama Kodu: aBoe1508-4311-49e6-85Te-5130f1 1c0bee Dofmalama Linki: hops./erorw. mrkive. sov. ricisleri-baledive-ebys
Adres: Yegihyart Mah 29 Ekim Cad. ¥u:5 AnamurMersin Bilgifin: Demet OZEAN  fsciim o]
Telefon No: (324)814 11 15 Faks No: (324)814 20 20 Sef  mra
e-Posta: bilgianamnr bel r Internet Adresi: hitps:‘srww.anamur bel i Telefon Ma: -

Eep Adresi: anamurbelediyei@hs0] kep.tr
11



- 21 - T-PVS/Files(2026)2019-05_gov

Annex-6 Vehicle penalty notice

Pty
(q;'_ Ex DOGA KORUMA VE MILLI PARKLAR GENEL MUDURLUGTT

Y 7. Bolge Midarliga '

xS Mersin Doga Eormuma ve Milli Parklar Midiuligi a0 AMLE YILI
Say1i  E-B5271154-858-20534663 11.08.2025
Komu :Idari Para Cezalan (Sn. Dumms Ali ATAS

Hk )
Sayimn Durnms Ali ATAS
YALIEVLERI MAH. MEHMET AKIF ERSOY 1 CAD. CELIK APT NO: 50 IC KAPI NO: 8
ANAMUR / MERSIN
TEBLIGATTIR

Ekli idari vaptinm karannda belitilen 4915 savii Kara Avalif EKanununa muhalefet
kabahatinden dolayi, Tanm ve Orman Bakanhif Mersin Doga Komuma ve Milli Parkdar Midiirligiimiizce
hakkimzda 4.736,00 TL(DértBin YediYizOtuzAlti TL Sufir Kr) Idari para cezasmna karar verilmistir.

Bu kapsamda kararm tebliginden itibaren 15 giin icensinde Anamur Sulh Ceza Hakimliginde
itirazda bulmabilecedinizi,

Dava agilmas: halinde bu durunmn Mersin Doga Komma ve Milli Parklar Miidirligimiize
bildirilmesini,

Karann teblifinden itibaren kanun yoluna basvurma siiresi olan 30 giin icerisinde idari para
cezasim pesin olarak yatrdigmiz takdirde, bu cezanin % ‘@ olan 3.552,00 TL (UcBin BesYiizEllilki TL
Sifir Kr) yatrmamzin yveterli olacagna,

Eanun yohma bagvurmadan dnce pesin ddeme yapmamzm bu karara kars: kanun yoluna basvurma
hakkmiz etkilemeyecedini,

Idari Para Cezasinmn Sdeme siiresi teblifinden itibaren 1 ( bir ) ay oldugunu,

Idari para cezasinm Gdeme verinin illerde Defterdarhk Muhasebe Miidiirliiklerinin veznesi
veya ilcelerde Mal Miidiirliiklerinin veznesi oldugu,

Odeme almdisimn (Makbuzun) Mersin Doga Koruma ve Milli Parklar Miidiirliigiimiize

Fkonomik dumnmmuzun miisait olmamas: ve idari para cezasimmin ddeme siiresi olan 1 ( bir ) ay
icinde Miudirlifimiize miiracaat edilmesi durmnmmnda, verilen idari para cezasmun ilk taksitinin pesin
Gdenmesi kosulu ile bir vl icinde dort esit taksit halinde Gdenebilecegin,

Eesinlestigi halde 1 ( bir ) ayhk ddeme siiresi icinde ddenmeyen idari para cezasmun 6183 sayih
Amme Alacaklarmin Tahsil Usulii Haklanda Kamn hitkiimlenine gire talap ve tahsil edilecegini,

Bilgilerinizi ve gerefini rica ederim.

Ferhat TIG
Sube Miidiri V.
Bk Idan Yapthnm Karan Tutanaf (2 Sayfa)
Bu belze, mivenli elakmonik imza ile imzalanmigtr.
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