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Update report for Autumn Bureau Meeting
12 August 2026

Ministry of Environment & Energy
Directorate General for Environmental Policy
Directorate for Natural Environment Management & Biodiversity
Department of Biodiversity

To the Bureau of the Bern Convention

Subject: Complaint No. 2010/05, Open File, Greece: Threats to marine turtles in Thines Kiparissias 
- Autumn 2026 Progress Report - 2026 Autumn Progress Report

In response to the document1 of the Bureau of the Standing Committee (7–9 April 2026) concerning 
the open case “Complaint No. 2010/05, Greece: Threats to Marine Turtles in Thines 
Kyparissias”, the Directorate for Natural Environment & Biodiversity Management, would like to 
provide the following updates.

On 15 July 2026, the Presidential Decree establishing the Marine Park of the South Aegean 1 
– South Cyclades was signed by the Minister of Environment and Energy and is currently awaiting 
publication in the Government Gazette. Likewise, the Presidential Decree establishing the Marine 
Park of the Ionian Sea is expected to be signed in the near future. The adoption of the Presidential 
Decree for the Marine Park of the Ionian Sea, in conjunction with the existing Presidential Decree 
(Government Gazette Δ’391/2018), is expected to further strengthen the protection regime for 
habitat types and the habitats of protected species.

Regarding the recent decision of the Misdemeanor Court of Appeal of Kalamata, our Service points 
out that fully respects the independence of the judiciary and the decisions, of the Greek and 
European courts, and complies with them. 

Furthermore, the study entitled “Implementation of Management Actions for Habitat Types 2270, 
2250, 2110 and 2260 in the Protected Area of Kyparissiakos Bay (GR2550005)” has been 
completed, approved by the competent authorities, and is currently being implemented. By the end 
of August 2026, the following conservation measures are expected to be completed:

• installation of wooden walkways and fencing (approximately 3 km within the forest 
area) for the protection of Habitat Types 2270* and 2250*,

• installation of access-restriction bollards,
• placement of additional information and awareness signs (20 new signs, 

supplementing the existing 15),
• stabilization of sand dunes at 34 locations; and
• eradication of the invasive alien plant species Carpobrotus edulis.

1 Ministry of Environment and Energy document No. ΥΠΕΝ/ΔΔΦΠΒ/55493/1379/18.05.2026, entitled "Complaint No. 
2010/05, Open File, Greece: Threats to Marine Turtles in Thines Kiparissias", together with its annex.
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As indicated in our previous correspondence2, our Service proposed the first half of June 2027 as 
the most appropriate period for the On-the-Spot Appraisal (OSA) in both Thines Kyparissias and 
Laganas Bay. We therefore kindly invite the Bureau of the Standing Committee of the Bern 
Convention to identify and propose independent experts who would be available during that period.

2 Ministry of Environment and Energy document No. ΥΠΕΝ/ΔΔΦΠΒ/17292/428/17.03.2026, entitled "On-the-
Spot Appraisals (OSAs) in 2026 at Laganas Bay (Recommendation No. 9 (1987) on the Protection of Caretta 
caretta in Laganas Bay, Zakynthos) and Kyparissia (Complaint No. 2010/05, Open File, Greece: Threats to 
Marine Turtles in Thines Kiparissias)".
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