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Mr Carl Amirgulashvili  

Chair Standing Committee of the Bern Convention  

Ms. Jessika Roswall  

Commissioner for Environment, Water Resilience and a Competitive Circular Economy  

 

21 February 2025  

Our Ref. 07.2025  

   

Re: Urgent request for action in relation to Open File 1986/08: Greece: Recommendation No. 9 (1987) 

on the protection of Caretta Caretta in Laganas bay, Zakynthos  

   

Dear Mr Carl Amirgulashvili,  

Dear Ms. Jessika Roswall,  

 

MEDASSET, in collaboration with WWF Greece and ARCHELON, hereby submits an urgent request for 

action in relation to the Open File 1986/08: Greece: Recommendation No. 9 (1987) on the protection of Caretta 

Caretta in Laganas bay, Zakynthos, to be addressed at the 2025 spring meeting of the Bureau (8-10 April). 

We report an outrageous violation of the Presidential Decree concerning the protection of Marathonisi islet, 

which is included in the protection status of the National Park of Laganas Bay and it is a Natura2000 site 

GR2210002. Needless to repeat that the islet within the Gulf of Laganas, is characterized by ecosystems of 

shrubs and forests in their central elevated part and by extensive ecosystems of limestone cliffs with 

chasmophytic vegetation on the steep coasts. At the northern end of the islet of Marathonisi, a protected species 

sand dune ecosystem is forming, which plays a decisive role in the biological cycle of the sea turtle Caretta 

caretta.  

- Dated on 10th of February, we received complaints from citizens of Zakynthos about construction 

interventions on the island of Marathonisi (Nature Protection Area A2) with bulldozers for 

construction purposes! We immediately started to investigate the threat and requested from 

NECCA (OFYPEKA) for their immediate action and for providing information to us about the 

interventions that are taking place as well as for photographic material.  

- Dated on 19th of February we received a letter from NECCA (OFYPEKA) – enclosed in Greek 

and English – noting that they knew of the construction activities since November 2024 (they did 

not inform the collaborating NGOs MEDASSET, ARCHELON and WWF Greece and of course 
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neither presented the information at the 44th Standing Committee meeting!) and that they took 

some step to pause the constructions (see detailed answer enclosed).   

- Dated on 19th of February and at 2:11 pm, MEDASSET representative witnessed bulldozer in the 

forest of the protected area, which is in contradiction with the provisions of Presidential Decree 

[1272/D (27-11-2003)] and the applicable environmental national and EU legislation. [Figure 1] 

- Dated on 20th of February at 9:47 am, a MEDASSET representative witnessed a fire in the forest 

area [Figure 2] which is in contradiction with the provisions of Presidential Decree [1272/D (27-

11-2003)] and the applicable environmental national and EU legislation. We immediately 

requested from NECCA (OFYPEKA) to get us to the island by boat but they did not accommodate 

us for bureaucratic reasons. We requested from the police authorities to collaborate with the port 

authorities and reach the island by boat but they did not accommodate us for bureaucratic reasons. 

- Dated on 21st of February we submitted an official report to the police and are awaiting for actions. 

   

Considering the urgency of the matter:   

We encourage the Bern Convention Standing Committee:  

- To take under serious consideration the present follow-up letter in view of the 1st Bureau meeting 

2025 (810 April, Strasbourg) and table the serious matter for discussion.  

- To urge the Greek authorities to pause immediately any construction activities to the islet. 

 

We encourage the European Commission:  

- to attend the on-the-spot appraisal in Laganas Bay and urge the Greek authorities to conform with 

the national and EU legislation, impose appropriate and proportionate penalties for non-

compliance, and follow up until the restoration of the sensitive areas in order to deter and prevent 

any further and continued violations throughout the entire protected area, including the area 

between Dafni and Gerakas beaches in the NMPZ.  

   

We wish to encourage the collaboration between the Bern Convention and the European Commission in 

following up with the Greek Government on this matter. 

We are at your disposal for any further information. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Lily Venizelos     

MEDASSET President     

Member of IUCN-Species Survival Commission: Marine Turtle Specialist Group     

   

Enclosed: 

Figures 1 - 2   

Letter of NECCA (OFYPEKA) reply to our request for information, roof, pause of construction activities 

(original in Greek)  

Official translation of NECCA (OFYPEKA) letter  

CC: 
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Bern Convention, Council of Europe:   

Ms. Mikaël POUTIERS, Secretary of the Bern Convention   

Ms. Marc HORY, Project Manager - European Diploma for Protected Areas and Emerald Network  

Ms. Eoghan KELLY, Coordinator  

European Commission, Directorate-General for Environment:   

Mr. Humberto DELGADO ROSA, Director for Biodiversity, DG Environment, European Commission  

Mr. Yannis Couniniotis, Env. E.3 — Implementation and Support to Member States – Environmental 

Enforcement  Ms. Anna Cheilari, Env. D.3 Natural Capital – Nature Protection 

Ms. Florika Fink Hooijer, Director-General for Environment Mr. Andrea VETTORI, Head of Unit Nature 

Conservation 

 

 

 

Marathonisi islet – protected area, February 19th. Heavy machinery (bulldozer)  in red circle, boat and 

human presence in green circle and the building to be re-constructed in yellow arrow.   
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Marathonisi islet – protected area, February 20th. Smokes in red circles out of settin up fires in the 

protected forest area.  

 

With roots back to 1983, MEDASSET was founded in 1988 in England and 1993 in Greece. It is an international 

NGO registered as a not-for profit organisation in Greece. MEDASSET plays an active role in the study and 

conservation of sea turtles and their habitats throughout the Mediterranean, through scientific research, 

environmental education, lobbying relevant decision makers and raising public awareness. The organisation 

is a partner to the United Nations Environment Programme’s Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP) and a 

Permanent Observer-Member to the Bern Convention, Council of Europe, since 1988.  
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12 February 2025  

Our Ref. 3.2025  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mr Carl Amirgulashvili 

Chair Standing Committee of the Bern Convention 

Ms Jessika Roswall 

Commissioner for Environment, Water Resilience and a Competitive Circular Economy 

 

Re: Urgent request for action in relation to Open File 1986/08: Greece: Recommendation No. 9 (1987) 

on the protection of Caretta Caretta in Laganas bay, Zakynthos  

  

Dear Mr Carl Amirgulashvili,  

Dear Ms. Jessika Roswall,  

  

MEDASSET, in collaboration with WWF Greece and ARCHELON, hereby submits an update in relation to the 

Open File 1986/08: Greece: Recommendation No. 9 (1987) on the protection of Caretta Caretta in Laganas 

bay, Zakynthos, to be addressed at the 2025 spring meeting of the Bureau (8-10 April).  

  

Ιn reference to the violations that MEDASSET witnessed during its visits and we presented in the framework 

of the 44th Standing Committee and the Rec. No 174, no progress for their resolution has been witnessed.  

Below is a list for your reference:  

  

1) The increased issuing of boat licenses leading to turtle spotting  

2) The increasing uses of beaches and beach furniture  

3) The human presence on the nesting beach at night  

4) The delayed and partial application of roping to prevent human trampling of nests  

5) The light pollution at night  

6) The inconsistencies in the application of management measures across the whole ZNMP 7) The illegal 

developments despite court orders for demolition and environmental restoration 8) The recent developments 

regarding the illegal road opening case between Gerakas and Daphne.  

https://medasset.org/recommendation-no-9-1987-on-the-protection-of-caretta-caretta-in-laganas-bay-zakynthos-greece/
https://medasset.org/recommendation-no-9-1987-on-the-protection-of-caretta-caretta-in-laganas-bay-zakynthos-greece/
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We encourage the Bern Convention Standing Committee:  

- to take under serious consideration the present letter in view of the 1st Bureau meeting 2025 (8-10 April, 

Strasbourg) and table the serious matter for discussion.  

- To take any necessary initiative to advance the upcoming on-the-spot appraisal We encourage the 

European Commission:  

- to Perform an on-the-spot appraisal in Laganas Bay and urge the Greek authorities to conform with the 

national and EU legislation.  

 

We wish to encourage the collaboration between the Bern Convention and the European Commission in 

following up with the Greek Government on this matter. 

We are at your disposal for any further information. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Lily Venizelos     

MEDASSET President    Member of IUCN-Species Survival Commission: Marine Turtle Specialist Group     

CC:      

Bern Convention, Council of Europe:   

Ms. Mikaël POUTIERS, Secretary of the Bern Convention   

Ms. Marc HORY, Project Manager - European Diploma for Protected Areas and Emerald Network  

Ms. Eoghan KELLY, Coordinator  

European Commission, Directorate-General for Environment:   

Mr. Humberto DELGADO ROSA, Director for Biodiversity, DG Environment, European 

Commission  

Mr. Yannis Couniniotis, Env. E.3 — Implementation and Support to Member States – Environmental 

Enforcement  Ms. Anna Cheilari, Env. D.3 Natural Capital – Nature Protection   

Ms. Florika Fink Hooijer, Director-General for Environment Mr. Andrea VETTORI, Head of Unit 

Nature Conservation  

  

With roots back to 1983, MEDASSET was founded in 1988 in England and 1993 in Greece. It is an 

international NGO registered as a not-for profit organisation in Greece. MEDASSET plays an active role in 

the study and conservation of sea turtles and their habitats throughout the Mediterranean, through scientific 

research, environmental education, lobbying relevant decision makers and raising public awareness. The 

organisation is a partner to the United Nations Environment Programme’s Mediterranean Action Plan 

(UNEP/MAP) and a Permanent Observer-Member to the Bern Convention, Council of Europe, since 1988.  
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Annexe I: Interventions with bulldozers on Marathonisi island inside the National Marine Park of Zakynthos 
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