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HELLENIC REPUBLIC

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY
SECRETARIAT-GENERAL FOR NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
& WATER

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
POLICY DIRECTORATE FOR NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
& BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT

Address: 147 Patission Str., Athens, GR TO: Mr. Mikaél Poutiers, Secretary
Postal code: 11251 of the Bern Convention of the
Contact Person: Evangelos Badieritakis Council of Europe,

Tel. number: (+30) 210 8646509 bern.convention@coe.int

Email addresses: e.badieritakis@prv.ypeka.qr;
dviop.gram@prv.ypeka.qr

SUBJECT: February 2025 national reports on the open-case files No. 1986/8 [Open File:
Greece: Recommendation No. 9 (1987) on the protection of Caretta
caretta in Laganas Bay, Zakynthos] and No. 2010/5 [Open File: Greece:
threats to marine turtles in Thines Kiparissias]

Dear Mr. Poutiers,

In reply to the December 2024 letters of the Secretariat of the Bern Convention summing
up the notes of the Standing Committee, please find attached the February 2025 national
reports on the open-case files No. 1986/8 [Open File: Greece: Recommendation No. 9

(1987) on the protection of Caretta caretta in Laganas Bay, Zakynthos] and No. 2010/5
[Open File: Greece: threats to marine turtles in Thines Kiparissias].

I remain at your disposal for any further information you may require.

Sincerely yours,


mailto:e.badieritakis@prv.ypeka.gr
mailto:dviop.gram@prv.ypeka.gr
mailto:bern.convention@coe.int
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT & WATER

PETROS VARELIDIS

1. Minister’s Office

2. Directorate for International & Foreign
Activities, ME&E

3. NECCA/OFYPECA,
info@necca.gov.gr

4. D4 Directorate for the Protection of the
Environment, Climate Change & Global
Policies, Hellenic Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, dd4@mfa.gr

5. D3 Directorate for the Council of
Europe, Hellenic Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, dd3@mfa.gr

6. Legal Department - EU Law Section,
Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
enyee@mfa.gr

7. Permanent Representation of Greece to
the Council of Europe, Hellenic Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, grdel.ce@mfa.gr

Internal Circulation: SECRETARIAT-GENERAL FOR NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT & WATER, DIRECTORATE FOR NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT MANAGEMENT & BIODIVERSITY



mailto:info@necca.gov.gr
mailto:dd4@mfa.gr
mailto:dd3@mfa.gr
mailto:enyee@mfa.gr
mailto:grdel.ce@mfa.gr
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EAAHNIKH AHMOKPATIA
YIHOYPTEIO IIEPIBAAAONTOX KAI ENEPI'EIAX

I'ENIKH I'PAMMATEIA ®YXIKOY

MHNEPIBAAAONTOZX KAI YAATQN
I'ENIKH A/NXH IIEPIBAAAONTIKHX ITIOAITIKHX

A/NXH ATAXEIPIXHX ®YXIKOY IEPIBAAAONTOX

KAI BIOITOIKIAOTHTAX

Tay. A/von :

[Momoiov 147, ABnva,

Tay. Kddwag: 112 51
ITAnpogopieg : Evdryyehog Mradiepttaxng

TnAépwvo :
Email:

210 8646509
e.badieritakis@prv.ypeka.gr,
dviop.gram@prv.ypeka.qr

ImPOXx:

KOIN.:

ITPOX: k. Mikaél Poutiers,
Ipappatéa ZouPacng Bépvng tov
Yvppoviiov g Evpomng,
bern.convention@coe.int

1.

I'pageio Yrovpyoo TTEN

2. Awvbovvon Aebvav kon Evponaikadv

Apoompromtov YIIEN
ODYTIEKA, info@necca.gov.gr
AevBvvon A4 YIIEE [Ipootaciog
[ep1BdArovrog, Kotk AAdayng
kot [Taykoopicov [Moltikdv,

ddd@mfa.gr
AebBvvon A3 YTIEE yia o Zupfoviio

¢ Evpodmng, dd3@mfa.gr
ENY-EE YIIEE, enyee@mfa.gr
MEA Xtpacfovpyov, grdel.ce@mfa.gr

Amootoln uéow LHAE

OEMA:  Efvikég ekBéoerg DePpovapiov 2025 yo 115 avowktég vmobéoeis pe apfuo

1986/8 [vr’ apOu. 9 Zvotaon (1987) yia v mpootacio tng Caretta caretta

otov KoAmo tov Aayoavd ZaxovBov] kot 2010/5 [Ameléc otig Oaldooieg

yelwvec otig Oiveg Kumapiooiog]

Ayomnté «. Poutiers,

Xe amavinon tov enotol®v tov AgkepPpiov 2024 g I'pappateiog g Zoppfoong g
Bépvng, otig omoiec cuvoyilovtar o Tpoktikd e Moviung Emttponic, urnopeite va Ppeite
cuvnuuéveg T1g ebvikég exbéoeig Tov defpovapiov 2025 oyetikd pe TIg avoIKTEC VTODECEIS e
apud 1986/8 [vn’ apBu. 9 Xvctaon (1987) yia v npootacio tng Caretta caretta otov


mailto:e.badieritakis@prv.ypeka.gr
mailto:dviop.gram@prv.ypeka.gr
mailto:bern.convention@coe.int
mailto:info@necca.gov.gr
mailto:dd4@mfa.gr
mailto:dd3@mfa.gr
mailto:enyee@mfa.gr
mailto:grdel.ce@mfa.gr

-5- TPVS/Files(2025)1986-8 gov

KoAmo tov Aayavd ZoakvvOov] kot 2010/5 [Aneidéc otig Baldooiec yehmdveg otig Oiveg
Kvrapiooiag].

Hopapévo ot didbeomn cog yio omoladnmoTe dlevkpivion.

Mg exrtipnon,

OT'ENIKOX TPAMMATEAX
OYXIKOY HEPIBAAAONTOX KAI
YAATQN

IHETPOX BAPEAIAHX

Ecot. Avovoun: ITOITY, AADIIB
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FEBRUARY 2025 NATIONAL REPORTS ON THE OPEN CASE FILES

Complaint No. 1986/08: Recommendation No. 9 (1987) on the protection of Caretta caretta in
Laganas bay, Zakynthos

The reproduction rate of the sea turtle Caretta caretta in 2024 can be considered a milestone, since it
peaked for the first time after 41 years of recording in the area of the National Marine Park of
Zakynthos. This success is undoubtedly attributed to the seamless adoption of protection and
management measures over the last 25 years, also acknowledged by the environmental NGO
ARCHELON in their 2024 report (Archelon, 2024, “Conservation efforts during 2024 at the nesting
habitat of Caretta caretta in Laganas Bay, Zakynthos, Greece, Short report submitted to the European
Commission and the Standing Committee of the Bern Convention, 21 pp).

Despite the fact that the implementation of the management measures in the entire protected area did
not lead to the full eradication of violations, it still ensured the smooth reproduction activity of sea
turtles through:

the reduction of mortality rate of sea turtles in Laganas Bay

the reduction of heavy anthropogenic interventions on the coastline and the sand dunes
the increased control of visitors’ activities,

the implementation of terrestrial and marine breeding habitats protection measures, etc.

o

Even though touristic activities are growing rapidly and continuously, the goals of sustainable
development can be achieved, provided that the applied practices of reducing the impact of tourism
(e.g., through continuous implementation of adaptive management measures, public awareness,
legislating regulations for allowed uses, etc.), are supported by adequate members of staff and
relevant equipment.

There was also a noticeable decrease in the number of sea turtle strandings encountered in 2024
compared to 2023 (-30%) in the same area. Only one stranding (out of 5) was due to a collision with a
vessel and the local Management Unit of NECCA/OFYPEKA! made a complaint to the Port
Authority of Zakynthos and filed the case with the local prosecutor's office.

Finally, the local Management Unit of NECCA/OFYPEKA also gave its assent to the Environmental
Impact Assessment on the restoration of the Zakynthos landfill at Skopos and the competent authority
also issued the final approval of the environmental terms on 15/11/2024 after the conclusion of the
public consultation and the assent of other related state agencies. The restoration of the landfill is
expected to start soon.

! Natural Environment & Climate Change Agency



-7- TPVS/Files(2025)1986-8 gov

EONIKEX EKOEXEIX ®PEBPOYAPIOY 2025

A) Yn60gon ap. 1986/08: Xvotaocn ap. 9 (1987) emi g npocstaciog Tov €idovg Caretta caretta
otov KéAimo Aayova ZaxvvOov

O pvBudeg avamapayoyng e Bordcolag yeAwvag Caretta caretta to 2024 umopei va Beopndel
opooNUo, aPod Kopue®inke Yoo mpdTN Gopd peTd amd 41 xpodvia Kataypagng GtV TEPOY TOL
EBvikov ®ardcciov Tldpkov ZaxvvBov. Avti 1 enttvyio amodidetor avapgifolo otnv anpOcKOTTN
vioBétnon péTpov mpocTaciog Kot dlayeipong ta televtain 25 ypovia, OTmg emiong avayvopilel n
nmepiparroviikii MKO APXEAQN oty ékbeon g ywoo to 2024 (Archelon, 2024, “Conservation
efforts during 2024 at the nesting habitat of Caretta caretta in Laganas Bay, Zakynthos, Greece,
Short report submitted to the European Commission and the Standing Committee of the Bern
Convention, 21 pp).

[opd to yeyovog 0TL 1 epappoyn TV HETP®V JloXeiplong o OAOKANPT TV TPOGTATEVOUEVT TEPLOYT
dgv odnynoe omv mAnpn e&drewyn tov mopapdoemv, e£0cPAAoe OU®MG TNV OUOAN dpacTNPLOTNTA
aVaTOpUY®YNS TOV B0AAGoIOV YEAOVOVY HECM:

¢ pelmong Tov m060oToh BvnodTTAS TOV BUAACCIOV YEADOVOY GTOV KOATO TOL Adyoavd
¢ peimong tov fopénv avlpomoyevmv eTeuPacemy GTov orylAd Kot Tig appodiveg
TOV AVENUEVOD EAEYXOV TV OPAGTNPLOTITOV TMV EMCKETTMV,

H>ownd e

™G EQUPLOYNG HETPMV TPOCTAGING TV XEPCAI®MY Kot B0AAGGL®V OIKOTOMWMV AVOTAPOYMYNG,
KA

[Topdro moOv Ol TOVPIOTIKEG SPACTNPLOTNTES OVOTTUGGOVTIOL YPYOPO KOl GLVEXMDG, Ol GTOYOL TNG
0ELPOPOL aVATTVENG PIOopoVY va. emtevyBovv, pe v TPoiTOOesn OTL Ol EQUPLOCUEVEG TPUKTIKES
HElOONC TOV EMATOCE®Y TOV TOLPWGHOL ()., HEC® TNG OULVEXOLS EQUPHOYNG UETPAOV
TPOCOPUOCTIKNG  dwoyeiptong, evaisOnromoinong Tov  kowod, VOpoBETNoNG KAVOVIGUMV Yo,
EMUTPENOUEVEG YPNOELS K.AT.), vmootnpilovior amd €mOPK) HEAN TOV TPOCHOTIKOD KOl GYETIKO
eEomhopd.

Eniong, onpewwbnke owodnti peioon otov apBpd ekPpacpodv Bordooiov yehwvov 1o 2024 og
ovykplon pe to 2023 (-30%) omnv id1a meployr. Movo évag ekPpacpdc (amd tovg 5) opethdtav o
oLYKPOLGT e GKAQPOG Kot M Tomtik] Movada Awayeipiong tov ODYTIEKA wpoéfn oe kotayyeAio
7pog 10 Atpevapyeio ZaxhvOov kot oynUaTicTNKE SIKOYPUPio GTNV TOTIKT El0ayyEAia.

Téhoc, n tomkr] Movéda Awyeipiong tov ODPYIIEKA €dwoe ovppovn yvoun yo ™ Melém
[epporroviikdv Emmtoocewmv eni g omokatdotoong tov XYTA ZakvvOov 6tov XKomd Kot 1
appodta apyn €EE0moE TNV 0PLoTIKN &ykpion TV mepPailoviikav opav otig 15/11/2024 petd v
0AOKANP®OT TNG ONUOGLaG OLPOVAELOTC KO TNG CUUPMOVNG YVOUNG GAA®V GYETILOUEV®V KPOTIKDV
QOPEWV. ZUVTOUN AVOUEVETAL VO EEKIVIGEL 1] amokatdotoot Tov XY TA.



