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SUBJECT: FRecommendation No. 9 (1937) on the protection of Caretta Caretta in Laganasz bay,
Zakynthos- 2026 Progress Report

Fegarding the decisions of the 43th Plenary Session of the Standing Committee of the Bem
Convention on the open Laganas case (Complaint No. 1986/08, Eecommendation No. 9 (1987) on
the protection of Caretta Caretta in Laganas bay, Zakynthos), Greece would like to inform the Burean
of the following:

PRegarding the identified upward trend in vessel traffic and the associated unlawful activities within
Laganas Bay, the competent authorities, in cooperation with other relevant public services and in
accordance with the existing regulatory framework goverming vessel raffic control, are examining
the feasibility of staffing and reactivating a coast guard station at Agios Sostis, a small harbor located
within Laganas Bay.

Fegarding the manne area of Laganas Bay, a Special Environmental Study for the National Marine
Park of the Jomian Sea was approved on 29 December 2025 by the Mimistry of Environment and
Energy. The study provides for the establishment of a Sea Turtle Observation Zone, incorporating

specific regulatory measures aimed at ensuring the proper and controlled observation of the species.
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After the 1ssuance of the relevant Presidential Decree, a comprehensive Management Plan will be
adopted, covening the entirety of the marine area of the National Manne Park, including the sea turtle
(Caretfa caretfa) nesting beaches within Laganas Bay.

Concemmg the erosion phenomena observed on the nesting beaches of Laganas Bay, it should be
mentioned that these phenomena constitute natural geomorphological processes, which are being
exacerbated primarily bﬂ,l the impacts of climate change This assessment i1s supported by two
scientific studies conducted on behalf of the former Management Body of the Zakynthos Mational
Manne Park, currently operating as the Management Unit for the Zakynthes and Amos MNational
Parks and the Protected Areas of the lonian Islands of the Natural Environment & Climate Change
Apgency (NECCA). Measures to mifigate climate change impacts should therefore be designed based
on a comprehensive evaluation of the natural processes affecting Laganas Bay n total and should
not be resiricted to mdividual nesting beaches, as reflected m the conclusions of the 45th plenary

session of the Standing Committee of the Berm Convention.

Fegarding the new unauthorized constructions (“new touristic facilities™) in the Dafm area referenced
m the afore mentioned conclusions, no permanent structural mterventions have been 1dentified or
carried out. Only temporary, seasonal installations {(e.g , wooden decking) have been observed. These
limited-scale mstallations are not, under any circumstances, located within the adjacent nesting beach

area.

As concerns the illegal road between Dafii and Gerakas, it is clarified, in previous reports, that the
road 1s not accessible to the public, as it lies within fenced private property, and 1s therefore closed.
WECCA has undertaken all required administrative actions and filed the relevant formal complaints,
with the ultimate objective of restoring the affected site.

Fmally, n relation to the presence of strobe lighting and amplified music originating from a nightclub
sifuated on the beach of the Laganas setflement, it is noted that although the establishment lies outside
the boundaries of the National Manne Park of Zakynthos, its effects were observable on the nesting
beaches in the Kalamalki area (zones F2 and P3) on 18 Jume 2023, between 21:30 and 23:00. The
activity occurred once weekly (every Wednesday) between 21:00 and 23:00, and the hghting
reaching the Kalamaki beach area was intermittent, occurming approximately every 3-5 mimuates for
a duration of about two seconds. In response to the intensity of the lighting, and in compliance with
Article § of Presidentfial Decree 906/1999 — which prohibits artificial lighting from installations
within protected areas from being directly visible from the shoreline or within a 100-meter coastal
zone — the Management Unit promptly identified the business and issued formal written notification.
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Subsequently, from early July 2025 onward, such lighting was no longer observed on the nesting
beaches, according to reports from NECCA nature wardens. Furthermore, no statistical deviation
mn nesting activity was recorded on Wednesdays (from 17 June 2025 through the end of the breeding
season) m the Kalamaki area, including the area near the mght club. Nesting rates remained stable
and consistent with the broader weekly trend. Notably, in Kalamaki (zones F2 and part of P3), the

2025 nesting level constituted the second highest recorded m 42 years of systemahtc scienfific

momtormg, while the area of the mght club recorded the highest nesting level ever documented.

We remain at your disposal for further clanfications.

THE DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

KONSTANTINOS DIMOPOTULOS
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MEPIBAAAONTIEHT MOAITIEHZT
ATEYOYNIH ATAXEIPIZHET #YIIEOY
MEPIBAAAONTOL KAT BIOMOIKTAOTHTAL

TAIHMA BIOIMOIEIAOTHTAE
Tay, &vam : Mamgioy 147 MPOZ:  Jecretary of e Bern Comvention.
Tay, Kdéwac: 112 51 Adrve Grazia Alessandma Siino,
Hampa - Elaba
Tnpogopies - H. Mg
Kowe: ) i .
Teviko DNpoppoten Suomkon
Tlempaiiovio; km YEanmy
OEMA - Becommendation No. 9 (1987) on the protection of Caretta Caretta in Laganas

bay, Zakvnthos- 2026 Avopope mposdon

Avopopwd pe i onogacel; g 43nc Olopelewns e Movipng Emrpomic mc Zoufacns mc
Bépvns yua mpv evonctr) vaoBecn Aoyova (Complaint No. 1986/08, Recommendation No. 9 (1987)
on the protection of Caretta Caretta m Laganas bay, Zakynthos), Be 8&8hape v evnuspdoouus To

Bureau yia o axdiovba:

Avopopwd pe T SwomicToen T cuinTisa]s TOONC TG KIVI|ONS CROPOV KOl TS CUVIQoDe
nopafoTuom)Tas Evios Tor KOARoD Tov Aayavd, HEPEUVATIL GE CUVEPYACIR JLE TIC AOIRES OpHOGIES
vIpECies Kat PACEL TOV LQICTOUEVOD RAMGIOD MoL SIEREL TOV EAEYYO THS KIVI|ONS OKADOY, 1)
SUvETOTTE CTELENDONS KOl eRavelertovpyins Apeviooy ctafpotd otov Aywe Zoot, mov anoTelel

JMusvioko evios ToU Kohmow Tou Soyava, .

It om agopd to Buldccio yopo Tov koAmow Tov Aayova, sywpifnke ot 29/12/2025 Eddua
[Tepipodiovrua) Mehém yua to Ebvicd Galdooio [lapko tov Ioviov ané to Yrovpyeio [IEN, mov
npopiéner T Becpobemon Zavns HMopamjprons mc Boldcowas yeldves pe swbues pobpice
Paciwlopeves oy opd wou eleyyouevy moapamprnon tov eifovc. Metd v exdoom oypeTike
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[Ipoebpixod Awraypartoc, Ba exbobel Zyghw Awyeipiong tov Ba apopa oo guvolo TS Bulacoias
neproymc tou Efvicov Oolacowv [lopxov, cvpreptopfevopevor tov jopor Tov Aopaiidv

ootoxiag 5 Baldoows yelovas Carefta careita otov Kokno Tou Aayova.

Avopopwd ue To pawopeva fdfpoonc mtov TopaTypotvTal OTIC TEpRAIES MOTOKIOS TOU KOATOD
Tov Adayovd, TPOKEITEL Yi0 QUOIKES JDIEPYRGCIES, OL OMOLES EVIEIVOVTOL -KaTd KUpo AOYo- amd TiC
CUVEREIES TNC KApanks alhaync, ORmc REprypageTal of 2 UEAETEC mow Epouv exmoviBsl o
royoprospd tov mpany Popéa Awapeipionc tov Efvicot Goidcocwov Ilapwov ZaxiwBov, vuv
Movada Mayeipon: Ebvikov [apxov Zoavlov, Awov s IIII Ioviev Nnowov (EILZA.
EILIIIN) 1ov O. @Y IIEK A Oh evEpyeiec NETPIROUOU TOV EMATDCEDY TS KMPATHETS aAlayhc
B mpEmel va mpoceyyoTolY Paoel yeviotepns sLETRONG Tav QUoHDY MEpYacLDY TOL KOATOD TOL
Agyovd wo1 Gev mpEMEL VO WEPLOPIOTOUV GE SU0 WOPUAIEC @OTOWIOD, OM@S aVAQEPETAL OTO

cupmepaouata ™3 4313 Okopelewns mg Moviung Emrpomis mg Zopfacng mg Bépwmg.

Qc mpoc Tig wawvoopies avBaipetes varackeves (new tounistic facilities) oy meproym myc Aagvc
TOV avaQEPOVIOL OTO CUpPREpdcpata g m)g 43% Qloperaws g Movipne Emwpomic g
Toppacng mc Bepvnc, dev gyovv evromotsl/mpaypatonom el nopspface; novipor yopaxmipa,
Mapd povov Emoyumcol yapocmpa (.. Shlive matdpaTa). Aviés ol unopr)s Khinoxos mapeppacels

. OE Kapio TEpinToon dev popobeTotviol evios ™C Yervialonoas moupaiics moToxio:.

TyeTucd We Tov mapdvopo Spopo petalv Adpvne wat Dépoxa, Gevkprviletar oTL omme Mo
ovapEpBNKE GE TPONYOUMEVES QNOVTIGEL Lac, © dpouoc auTog dev sivan RpocPaciuoc oTo Koo
(Ppioxetol o MEpLOPAYLLEVY) 1H10KTICIE) Kot KoTd ouvEREln eival shewotoc. And tov O YIIEKA
gyouv mpayuatomou)Bel OAEC O OWOITOVNEVEC EVEPYEIEC WO1 GYETIKEC KOTUYYEAIEC, NE QNOTEPO

TKOTO THV CIOKOTACTACT) TOD TUpdvoLct SpoLoD.

Tehoc, avapopwca e 1o BEpo mopovoios poToprlpmdy Kol EVIOVI)S WLODOHI|C GO VUKIEPIVO
wEVIpo oy mapakia Tov owacpos tov Aayevd: [Topd to yEyovoc omt To VDKTEPIVO KEVTPO QUTO
Ppioketar extoc opiov Tovw EOILZ. n enibpacy ™c dpocmpom)ioc oumis oTo YOPO TOV
mapoiidy ootorias ) voyta oto Kaelapax (meproyec $2 won I13), ong 18/06/2023, amo ng 21 30
gmc 1ig 2300, ey mpogavis, av xal SEvKpiviCeTal OTL 1) oUvOTN TS TN SPacTIploT|Tas 1Tay Hia
gopa v sfbopada (xade Terapm), ando Tig 21.00 swc Tg 23.00, 0 s oomouog TOL JEpov TOV

mapoiuov Tov Kalaopowiov ano ta goTopufuma nrav Swkexoupevos (wabe 3-3 Aemma ywa 2
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dewtepohenta). Te wdbe mepimToe), Aoy, TOU EVIOVOU QETIGROD, GAAR KOL GE EVOPROVION WE
dhoufavonsva oo aplpo 6 tow ILA. 906/AT1999 om wl) teyvnToC POTICHOS TEV KTIPIAKGY KT
AQITHV EYKOTACTAGERY (SHMNAFIERY | KOTVOTIKGY Kl ISGTIKGY) Tov E0pITKovIal EVIO] TWV TEMayay
top EGIZ @y xar o xonvaypnomos @ETIGHOS SEV TPETET VE VAL &l DFelay opates oI Y iralo
yeoppn kar ane Jovy xdatons J00u oxd oy ivade jpauul xata pixog Tev mepeyav 4 1, 42, 11T,
I, 3. #1263 _wnMAETIIZ A EILILIN. apoéfin apeca oTov EVIOmMONd TS EMLELPNONC
Kl GTY) Ypanm] eviuepaan ™ v o Beue. Kata coverew, amo nig apyEs lovkiov 2023, o pomiouo:
auTe; Gev eviomiomke Covd o mopahiss @oToMiDs, U@V P TC avapopis tov Pulakoy
$vonc tow 0.$Y [IE K A Emonuaiverar exionc ot Sev mopoatprfyxe oTanioTi] amosdaon tou
aptfpot gohdy sabe Tetapr (omd T 17/06/2025 £mg 1o 1Eloc M5 TEpI0600 QvOTOpRyoyTc) oty
neproy Tov Kaehapoxiow (oo Tow ev Loy voxTepvon KEVIpou), pocov o pulloc goleomoinoms
guewve orafepos o axohotbnoe T YevikGTEPTY TAGT Tov vIokowmoy NuEpdy TS Effopadac. Ito
Kodapasi (€2 sar pgpos ms [13) 1o entnsdo polsomoinons to 2025 firay 1o Gebtepo vymldTepo
ore 42 ypovia CUCTIUOTIKDY EMCTNCVIKDY KOTOYpa@OyY, oV 68 WEPLOYT TOU TOU &V Adym
VOKTEPIVOD KEVIPOU, 1)TEY TO WWMAGTEPO ROV £YEL KOTAYPAPE]L TOTE.

Mapopevorps ot Sidfson cus e Sevprvisels.

O MPOIZTAMENOLZ THEZ
TENIERHE ATEYOYNEHE
MEPIBAAAONTIRHE ITOATTIRHE

EONZTANTINOLI AHAMOIIOY AOET
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