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AKPIBEZ ANTITPA®O,
Pnoukd
YTIOTETPAMMENO
AIIO

AIKATERINI
LOUKOGIANNAKI

A. I1.: YIIEN/AA ®I1B/81203/1962
Hp/via: 21/07/2025

HELLENIC REPUBLIC

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY
SECRETARIAT-GENERAL FOR

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT & WATER
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
DIRECTORATE FOR NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT & BIODIVERSITY
MANAGEMENT

Address: 147 Patission Str., Athens, GR TO: Mr. Mikaél POUTIERS,
Postal code: 112 51 Secretariat of the Bern Convention,
Contact Person: Evangelos Badieritakis bern.convention@coe.int
Tel. number: (+30) 210 8646509
Email addresses: e.badieritakis@prv.ypeka.gr;
dviop.gram@prv.ypeka.qgr

SUBJECT:  Submission of the July 2025 national progress report on the open case-files on Laganas

Bay, Zakynthos, and Thines Kyparissias

Dear Mr. POUTIERS,

In response to your letters dated 11 April 2025 concerning the above-mentioned open case-files and in
preparation for the upcoming Bureau meeting in Autumn 2025, we submit the following unified progress
report. The report outlines key developments, regulatory measures, and conservation activities in both
Laganas Bay (Zakynthos) and Thines Kiparissias, as required under Recommendations No. 9 (1987) and
No. 174 (2014), respectively.
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A. Progress Report on Complaint No. 1986/08 — Recommendation No. 9 (1987) — Protection of
Caretta caretta in Laganas Bay, Zakynthos

1. Response to Developments in Marathonisi Island

The National Natural Environment and Climate Change Agency (NECCA), has undertaken a series of
immediate and coordinated actions upon being informed in November 2024 of construction activities
occurring in Marathonisi Island under a 2022 building permit.

NECCA has:
a. Requested the suspension of all construction works from the executing body
(15.11.2024)

b. Formally asked the Zakynthos Building Authority to revoke the issued permit due
to non-compliance with Presidential Decree 906/D/1999 governing the National
Marine Park of Zakynthos (30.11.2024)

c. Reiterated the need for immediate cessation of works (10.02.2025), specifically
regarding restoration works of a private complex of buildings

d. Reported unauthorized construction of a platform on the beach to the
competent authorities (21.02.2025)

e. Requested an inspection by the Hellenic Public Real Estate Service for suspected
coastal zone violations (06.03.2025) and the examination of the legal status of the
issued permit and its revocation by the Zakynthos Building Authority

Finally, on 07.03.2025, the Zakynthos Building Authority issued an official suspension order
(Reference No. 792/2025), which remains in force and is being monitored. The local
Management Unit of NECCA has verified, through field inspections, that heavy machinery
previously present on Marathonisi has since been removed.

2. Monitoring and Conservation Actions in Laganas Bay
The protection and monitoring of Caretta caretta nesting beaches within the Zakynthos National
Marine Park continues seamlessly. The local Management Unit, under NECCA, operates with:
a. Daily and nightly patrols by trained Nature Guards across the six designated nesting
beaches and the marine area
b. Installation of access control infrastructure (vehicle barriers), updated signage, nesting
zone demarcation, surveillance equipment (cameras, buoys), and acquisition of new
vehicles
c. Immediate communication with relevant enforcement authorities upon detection of any
significant infringement
d. Public awareness campaigns and proactive engagement with stakeholders through
social media, outreach meetings, and participatory governance initiatives

As a result, the majority of observed incidents are resolved through prompt communication and
intervention, without the need for legal escalation.

B. Progress Report on Complaint No. 2010/05 — Recommendation No. 174 (2014) -
Caretta caretta Protection in Thines Kiparissias

1. Implementation of Management Actions and Human Activity Regulation
Since 2018, the Management Unit of the Kotychi-Strofylia Wetlands National Park and Western
Peloponnese Protected Areas (under NECCA) has implemented a wide set of conservation
measures, including:
a. Completion of a demarcation and regulation study addressing anthropogenic

activities across key beaches (e.g., Kalogria, Bouka Elaias, Giannitsochori, Kalo

Nero, etc.), with proposals for access barriers, signage, fencing, and demarcated

parking areas taking into consideration carrying capacity
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b. Finalization of the Study of Appropriate Assessment on the impacts of roads and
constructions within the NATURA-2000 site *‘GR2550005’, and particularly in the
areas of Ai-Giannakis, Kalo Nero and Elea, concluding that impacts on the dune
habitats and turtle nesting areas are minor and reversible. The study was assigned to
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and explicitly describes how any impacts on
the aforementioned habitats are of minor importance, in scientific terms.
Therefore, the authorities have nothing else to state on this issue. Besides, the
aforementioned study has been already sent to the Secretariat of the Bern Convention.
The authorities would like to remind the Bureau again that the study of appropriate
assessment was written in Greek as it is one of the EU official languages and the
study was requested by the EU Commission in the first place

c. Halt of exploratory work for the potential extraction of hydrocarbons
requested by the Bureau: This issue is out of the context of the Recommendation
No. 174 (2014) of the Standing Committee, adopted on 5 December 2014, on the
conservation of the loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta) and of sand dunes and other
coastal habitats in Southern Kyparissia bay (NATURA 2000 — GR 2550005 “Thines
Kyparissias”, Peloponnesos, Greece), since it is not referred to anywhere in the
relevant document adopted by the Standing Committee

2. Ongoing Mitigation Projects
As part of planned interventions for 2025, NECCA is in the process of contracting the
following works:
a. Construction of wooden fencing to protect priority dune habitats (habitat types 2270*
& 2250%) across approximately 3 km
b. Placement of 20 new ecological and behavioral awareness signs
c. Installation of wooden bollards at sensitive points to restrict vehicle entry
d. Sand dune stabilization, invasive species removal, and placement of wooden
boardwalks

3. Awareness and Monitoring Efforts to date
a. Fifteen educational panels were installed in Kyparissia Bay in December 2023
b. From October 2024 to mid-2025, three environmental inspections were carried out in the
region. Two cases were resolved without penalties, and one has been forwarded to the
Public Prosecutor’s Office of Kyparissia (case no. 31813/23-10- 2024), still pending
response

4. Legal and Regulatory Actions

a. By Joint Ministerial Decision (Ref. YPEN/GDPP/35330/646, Gov. Gazette
B/2364/19.4.2024), a core Caretta caretta nesting area within the “PPF-1" zone was
officially designated as an “untrodden beach” to enhance habitat protection in the area
of Elea

b. The finalization and the enforcement of the Management Plan as stipulated by the
2018 Presidential Decree (Gov. Gazette D’ 391) remains a priority for the institutional
protection of the area

We recognize the Standing Committee’s concerns and are committed to ensuring continued
improvements in the management of the protected areas in Laganas Bay and Thines Kiparissias. We
remain available for clarification, to submit supporting materials, and to provide further documentation as
needed. We would like to express our continued appreciation for the support and guidance of the Bern
Convention Secretariat and reaffirm Greece’s dedication to the protection of species and habitats of
European importance.
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Please, accept the assurances of my sincere consideration.

Yours sincerely,

THE HEAD OF THE DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

KONSTANTINOS DIMOPOULOS

CC: 1. Minister’s Office
2. Secretariat-General for Natural Environment &
Water

3. Directorate for International & Foreign Activities

4., NECCA/OFYPECA, info@necca.qov.gr

5. D4 Directorate for the Protection of the
Environment, Climate Change & Global Policies,
Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs, dd4@mfa.gr

6. D3 Directorate for the Council of Europe, Hellenic
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, dd3@mfa.gr

7. Permanent Representation of Greece to the
Council of Europe, Hellenic Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, grdel.ce@mfa.gr

8. Mr. Michaél Nguyen, Michae. NGUYEN@coe.int
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EAAHNIKH AHMOKPATIA

YIHOYPI'EIO IEPIBAAAONTOX KAI
ENEPTEIAYX 'ENIKH TPAMMATEIA ®YXIKOY
IHEPIBAAAONTOX KAI YAATQN

I'ENIKH A/NXH ITEPIBAAAONTIKHX
HHOAITIKHX A/NXH AIAXEIPIXHX ®YXIKOY
IHEPIBAAAONTOZX KAI BIOITIOIKIAOTHTAX

Tay. Alvon : IMatnciov 147, Adyva, MPOX: k. Mikaél POUTIERS,

Toy. Kddwag: 11251 Ipapporeia Zoppoaocne Bipwg,
ITMmpogopieg : Evdryyehog Madieptrdkng bern.convention@coe.int
TnAépwvo : 2108646509

Email: e.badieritakis@prv.ypeka.qr, KOIN.: 1. I'pageio Yrovpyod IIEN

2. Tevun I'pappoteio doctkon
[Teparrovtog kar Yddtwv
3. Awedbvvon Aebvov kan
Evponaikdv Apaostnprotitov
YTIEN
4, OOYIIEKA, info@necca.gov.gr
5. Awvbvvon A4 YIIEE
[Ipoctaciog Iepifdirovroc,
Khipaticng AAdayng kot
Hoaykoopiov [ToAtikadv,
dd4@mfa.gr
6. AwevBvvon A3 YIIEE ywa to
Svppovito g Evpdnng,
dd3@mfa.qgr
7. MEA Ztpoacfoipyov,
grdel.ce@mfa.gr
8. Mr. Michaél Nguyen,
Michael. NGUYEN@coe.int

dviop.gram@prv.ypeka.gr

Amooroln uéow XHAE

OEMA: YnoPoAn g eBvikng éxBeonc mpoddov loviiov 2025 yia tig avoiktéc vroBéselg otov KoAmo

Aayava ZaxovOov kat tic Oiveg Kvrapiooiog

A&otiue kopre POUTIERS,

Ye omavinomn Tov emoToA®v cog, pe muepounvia 11 Ampidiov 2025, oxetikd pe TG ovOTEP®
avaPEPOLEVEG aVOIKTEG LITODEGELG Kot EVOWEL TNG emepyonevnc cuvedpiacong tov I'pagpeiov 10 POWOT®PO
tov 2025, vroBdAilovpe v axdiovdn evomompévn €kBeon mpoddov. H €kbBeon mapovoidlet tig Pacikég
gEeli&elg, Tic pubuoTikég mapepPacelg Kot Tig Opacels dtatpnong 10co otov KoAmo Aayoavd (Zakvvoog),
660 ko T1g Oiveg Kumapiooiag, cOupava pe tic Zvotdoeig ap. 9 (1987) kot ap. 174 (2014), avtictoiyme.
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A. Ex0Ogon IIpo6dov yro v Katayyehio ap. 1986/08 — Xdetacn ap. 9 (1987) — [Ipostacio Tov gidovg
Caretta caretta otov Kéimo Aayava Zaxdvlov

1. E&ghieic oto Mapaboviiol

O Opyaviopog ®voikov Hepipdiiovrog kar Khpatikng AAlaynig (OPYIIEKA) npoéfn o cepd
GUEC®V KOl GUVTIOVIGUEVMV EVEPYELDV OTavV evnuepmOnke tov NoéuPpio 2024 yia otkodopukég
dpaotnpotnteg 6to Moapaboviot, fdoet TG otkodopkng adstag tov 2022,

O OOYTIEKA:

0. ZATNCE TNV OVAGTOAN OA®V TMV EPYACLOV OO TOV POPLN EKTELEONG
(15.11.2024)

B. Znimoe emionuo and v Yanpesio Adunong Zaxvvbov (YAOM) v avdxinon g
aoelag, Aoym un cvupdpewong e to [A 906/A/1999 wov diénel 1o EOvikd Oardocio
IMépko ZaxvvOoo (30.11.2024)

v. Emavédafe v avaykn yuo dueon mavon tov epyacidv (10.02.2025), 16ing dcov
0QOPE OTOKATACTOOT) WIMTIKOV GUUTAEYUATOG KTIPI®V

o. Katyyethe tv avbaipetn Kotaokeun e££3pag 0TIV TOPIALN GTIC OPLOSIES OPYES
(21.02.2025)
€. Znmoe éheyyo and v Kmuotikn Yanpeoio yio mbavég mapapaoeilg ot {dvn

arytohov (06.03.2025) kot eEétacn T voupdTnTag Te Gdetag Kot avakAnong g omd
v YAOM ZakbdvOov

Tehikmg, otig 07.03.2025, 1 YAOM ZaxvvOov e€€dmoe emionun VIO Tadong TV EPYACIOV
(Ap. Tlpwrt. 792/2025), n onoia Topapével o 1oyd Kol TeAel Vo Tapakolovdnon. H tomikn
Movada Awayeipiong tov ODOYTIEKA emiPefoince, pécwm emtommv eréyymv, 0Tl 0. Papia
unyovipata, Tov Bpickoviav 6to Mapaboviot, £xovv amopakpuvOet.

2. HoapakorovOnon ko Apdosic Avatipnonc otov Kolro Aayova

H npoctacio kot topakorovdnon tov topaiidv motokiog g Caretta caretta evtog tov EOvikov
®ordcciov ITdpkov ZaxvvBov cuveyileTal ampOCKOTTA.

H toruc) Movada Awyeipiong, vmd tov OPYTIEKA, Aeitovpyel péow:

o. Hpepnowwv kot voyteptvdv mepumoAady and eKTAdEVUEVOVS GOUANKES PVOTC 0TI EEL
kaBopiopévec maparieg wotokiog Kot 61 Baidooia {ovn

B. Eykatdotoong vrodoumv eréyyov tpodcfaong (UTApeg OxnUATOV), OVAVEDUEVNG
onuavong, oplofétnong Lovav motokiog, eEomAopod enttipnong (Kapepeg,
ONUABOVPESG) Kal OTOKTNONG VEDV OYNUATOV

Y. Apeong €100ToiNcNG TV OPUOSI®V EAEYKTIKOV OPYDV GE TEPUITOCELS TAPAPIACEDY

0. Exotpateidv evnuépmong Kot vepyNg EUTAOKNG EUTAEKOUEVOV HEGHD KOIVOVIKMDV
OIKTUMV, GUVOVTICEMV KOl CUUUETOYIKOV OpAGEDV dlakvEpvnong

Q¢ amoTEAEG A, 1] TAELOVOTNTA TOV TOPATIPOVUEVOV TEPICTUTIKMV EMAVETAL YPTYOPU LE ALLECT
EMKOWVOVIO Ko TopEUPAoN, XOPIg avayKn VOUKNG KAMUAK®OOTG.
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B. 'Ex0gon IIpoddov yw v Koertayyerio ap. 2010/05 — Xidotaon ap. 174 (2014) -

Mpootacia Tov gidovg Caretta caretta otig Oiveg Kumapisoiog

1. Ylomoinon Awaysipiotik®@v METpov Kol POOuion AvOpmmoyevove ApaotnprotnTog

Amd 10 2018, 1 Movdda Awxyeiptong tov EBvikod [dprov Yypoténwv Kotvyiov— Etpopuitdc
ka1 tov IIpootatevopevov Ileploydv Avtikhg Ilehomovviicov tov ODPYTIEKA epoappdlet vpv
QACUO LETPOV TN PNONG, OTMC:

o. OloxkMpoon perétng oprodétnong kot pvdpicemv Yo avlpmmoyeveig
opaoTNPLOTNTES 0€ Kpioueg maparieg (w.y. Karoypid, Mmodka EAaiag,
IMoavvitcoympt, Kadd Nepo k.4.) pe Tpotdoels yuo Umhpes, oNUavor, Tepipposn Kot
KaBopiopévoug xdpovg otddpevong, Aaupdvovtag vtoyn TN PEPOLGA IKAVOTNTO

B. Oloxipmon Merétng Aéoveag Extipnong Emntdosov yio dpopovg kot
kataockevés oty mepoy] NATURA 2000 “GR2550005”, 1diwg otig meployég At-
TMavvéxng, Kaid Nepd ko Ehaia, 1 omoio KaToAyEl GTO COUTEPAGLLO, UE
EMOTIHOVIKOVG OPOVG, OTL Ol EXMTOGELS GTOVS OIKOTOTOVS OUUOOIVDV Kol TIG TEPLOYES
wotokiog eivat jocovog onuaciog kot avastpéyipes. H pedétn exkmovinke and 1o
Aptototéreto [avemotipio @sssalovikng kat £yt 1101 amootoiet otn I'pappateioo g
YouPaong g Bépvne. Eropévmg, ot apyég ogv £xovv kKdTL vo dnidoovy exi Tov
0sparoc. YrevOopiletan ek véov oto I'pageio (Bureau) ot n perétn ocovraydnke
otV EAlnviky, erionun YAdooa g EE, katomyv artipartog g Evporaikig
Emrpomig

v. Havon gpeovnTik®v gpyaci®dv yia mhavi £6pvEn vopoyovavlpakmv émwmg
InmOnke amé to I'pageio (Bureau): To {\tnpo avtd gival EkTog TAGIOV TNG
Yoetaong ap. 174 (2014), n onoia apopd v mpoctacio tov gidovg Caretta caretta,
TOV OUHOOVAY Kol T®V TapdKTIoV 01KoTonwov atov Notio Kurapiosiokd Kodmo
(GR2550005), kou dev yivetatl avagopd otn XVotacn

2. Xvovenllopevo Epyo MeTpracpov

Y10 mhaiclo TpoypappoTicuévey topepfacewy yio to 2025, 0o OOYTIEKA Bpioketon ot
dwdwocio avdBeong Tov e€ng Epywv:

a. Kataokeun E0Mvev Teplopdéemy Yo TpOooTAGi TPOTEPALOTNTOS AUULODOVIKOY
owkotonmv (tomot 2270* & 2250%*) oe unkog mepimov 3 yAu.

B. TomoBétnom 20 vémv evUEPOTIKOV TVOKIdmV

v. Eykatdotoon EOAMVeV TaceaAmV Yo TEPLOPIGUO TPOSPUCTG OXNUAT®V J.

2to0epomoinon aUpodvdY, aToUAKPLVGT] ¥OPOKOTAKTNTIKOV E0MV KOl
Kataokeun EOMVOV S1adpoLLmY

3. Emmuépoon ko HopakorovOnon g onuepa

o. Agkomévte evuepOTIKEG Tvakideg TomofetOnkay otov Kurapiooiako KoAmo tov
Agxcépuppro 2023

B. Ao Oxtofplo 2024 émg ta péca 2025 mpaypatomomnkay tpeig mepiBoiiovicol
Eleyyol. Avo TepmTMGELS EMAVONKAY Y®Pig KLPpOGELS, VD pia eotdAn otnv Elcayyeiia
Kvnapiooiog (ap. vrdbeong 31813/23-10-2024) ka1 avapévetor andvinon

4. Nopkég kor PvOuotikéc Evépyeleg

a. Me Kown Yrovpywn Anodeaon (YIIEN/T'AIII/35330/646, ®EK B/2364/19.4.2024),
N mepoyn wotokiag tov gidovg Caretta caretta evtog g {ovng “TIIP-17
YOPOKTNPIOTNKE ETICTIA (G “OmATNTn TOPaAin”, EVio)bHOVTOG TNV TPOCTAGIN TNV
Elaio
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B. H okokAnpwon kot 1 epappoyn tov Zyxediov Awnyeipiong, 6nwc mpofArémetol amd to
ITA tov 2018 (PEK A’ 391), mapapével mpotepaldtnTa yiao T Oeopkn dmpdakion g
TEPLOYNG

Avoayvopilovpe T1g avnovyieg g Movung Emrponng ko decpevopacte va cuveyicovpe ) Peiticoon
™G JSayelplong TV TPOCTOUTELOUEV®Y TEPLOYDV otov Koimo Aoayavd xai tic ®Oiveg Kvmapiociog.
[Hopapévovpe otn dudbeon coG Yo SEVKPIVIGELS, VTOPOAN] CUUTANPOUOTIKOD VAKOD KOl TOPOYN
emmpbdobetng tekunpioons. Exepalovpe v ellkpwvn pa¢ extipnorm yw Tn ovveyn otpién Kot
kaBodnynon g I'pappateiog e Zoppaong e Bépvng kar emavafefoidvouvpe ™ déopevon g EALGSag
GTNV TPOCTAGIA 0DV KOl OIKOTOTMV EVPOTAIKNG CILAGTOC.

[opokxoro, dexbeite Tig daPfefardoelg TG EMKPIVOOG LOV EKTIUNGTG.

O IMPOIXTAMENOZX THX 'ENIKHZ AIEYOYNIHX
INEPIBAAAONTIKHX ITIOAITIKHX

KOQNXTANTINOX AHMOIIOYAOX
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