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TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN ORGANS
- FAQ
Trafficking in human organs is a serious
and growing international crime,
exploiting vulnerable individuals and
undermining medical ethics. Driven by a
global shortage of legally donated
organs, criminal networks profit by
illegally removing and trading organs,
often at great risk to donors and recipients
alike. In response to this threat, the
Council of Europe developed a specific
international treaty: the Convention
against Trafficking in Human Organs,
also known as the “Santiago de
Compostela Convention”, and other tools

to help counter this threat.

WHAT IS THE SANTIAGO DE
COMPOSTELA CONVENTION?

The Santiago de Compostela Convention
(CETS No. 216) is a landmark
international treaty aimed at preventing
and combating the trafficking in human
organs by prosecuting offenders,
protecting the rights of victims and
promoting cooperation both nationally
and internationally. It was opened for
signature in 2015, entered into force in
2018 and is open to countries worldwide.

WHICH COUNTRIES ARE PARTIES
TO THE CONVENTION?

Currently, 15 countries have ratified the
Convention: Albania, Belgium, Costa
Rica, Croatia, Czechia, France, Latvia,
Malta, Montenegro, Norway, Portugal,
Republic of Moldova, Slovenia, Spain
and Switzerland. 13 other countries have
signed the Convention but not yet ratified
it. Chart of signatures and ratifications

HOW DOES THE CONVENTION
COMBAT ORGAN TRAFFICKING?
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TRAFICUL DE ORGANE UMANE —
Intrebari frecvente
Traficul de organe umane este o
infractiune internationald grava si in
crestere, care exploateaza persoanele
vulnerabile si submineaza etica medicala.
Impulsionate de o lipsa globald de organe
donate legal, retelele criminale profita de
prelevarea si comercializarea ilegald de
organe, adesea cu riscuri mari atat pentru
donatori, cat si pentru primitori. Ca
raspuns la aceastd amenintare, Consiliul
Europei a elaborat un tratat international
specific: Conventia impotriva traficului
de organe umane, cunoscutd si sub
numele de ,,Conventia de la Santiago de
Compostela”, si alte instrumente pentru a

ajuta la combaterea acestei amenintari.

CE ESTE CONVENTIA DE LA
SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA?
Conventia de la Santiago de Compostela
(STCE nr. 216) este un tratat international
de referintd care vizeaza prevenirea si
combaterea traficului de organe umane
prin urmdrirea penala a infractorilor,
protejarea drepturilor victimelor si
promovarea cooperarii atat la nivel
national, cat si international. A fost
deschisa spre semnare in 2015, a intrat in
vigoare Tn 2018 si este deschisa tarilor din
intreaga lume.
CARE TARI LA
CONVENTIE?

In prezent, 15 tari au ratificat Conventia:
Albania, Belgia, Costa Rica, Croatia,
Cehia, Franta, Letonia, Malta,
Muntenegru,  Norvegia, Portugalia,
Republica Moldova, Slovenia, Spania si
Elvetia. Alte 13 tari au semnat Conventia,
dar nu au ratificat-o 1incd. Tabelul
semnaturilor si ratificarilor
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The Convention establishes a legal
framework requiring States to criminalise
key offences related to organ trafficking:
illegal removal and subsequent acts, use
of illicitly removed organs, solicitation,
recruitment or undue advantages,
aiding/abetting, protects victims’ rights
and strengthens national and
international cooperation. This approach
ensures coordinated global action while
respecting national legal systems. A
major achievement of the Convention is
the definition of organ trafficking
through a list of criminal acts.

WHAT ARE THE KEY HUMAN
RIGHTS PRINCIPLES ON WHICH
THE CONVENTION IS BASED?

The right to free and informed consent
prior to any intervention on a person,
namely for the removal of an organ,
together with the prohibition of any form
of commercialisation of human organs,
are key human rights principles on which
the Convention is based.

HOW IS
MONITORED?
A committee of representatives of the
States  Parties, the Santiago de
Compostela Committee, oversees the
implementation of the Convention,
makes recommendations, and supports
effective  application  through a
multidisciplinary approach.

THE  CONVENTION

IS ORGAN
INCREASING?

Yes, the shortage of legally donated
organs fuels trafficking. Criminal
networks exploit vulnerable donors and
desperate patients. The Convention calls
for stronger cooperation between health,
law enforcement and judicial authorities.

TRAFFICKING

CUM  COMBATE CONVENTIA
TRAFICUL DE ORGANE?

Conventia stabileste un cadru juridic care
impune  statelor sd  incrimineze
infractiunile cheie legate de traficul de
organe: prelevarea ilegalda si actele
ulterioare, utilizarea organelor prelevate
ilicit, solicitarea, recrutarea sau obtinerea
de avantaje necuvenite, complicitatea,
protejeaza  drepturile  victimelor si
consolideazd cooperarea nationald si
internationala. Aceastda abordare asigurd
o actiune globala coordonata, respectand
in acelasi timp sistemele juridice
nationale. O realizare majora a
Conventiel este definirea traficului de
organe printr-o lista de acte criminale.

CARE SUNT PRINCIPIILE CHEIE
ALE DREPTURILOR OMULUI PE
CARE SE BAZEAZA CONVENTIA?
Dreptul la consimtdmant liber si informat
inainte de orice interventie asupra unei
persoane, si anume pentru prelevarea
unui organ, impreund cu interzicerea
oricirei forme de comercializare a
organelor umane, sunt principii cheie ale
drepturilor omului pe care se bazeaza
Conventia.

CUM SUNT MONITORIZATE
PREVEDERILE CONVENTIEI?
Un comitet format din reprezentanti ai

statelor parti, Comitetul Santiago de
Compostela, supravegheaza
implementarea Conventiei, face

recomandari si sustine aplicarea eficienta
printr-o abordare multidisciplinara.

CRESTE TRAFICUL DE ORGANE?

Da, deficitul de organe donate legal
alimenteaza traficul. Retelele criminale
exploateaza donatorii vulnerabili  s1
pacientii disperati. Conventia solicita o
cooperare mai strnsd intre autoritatile




WHAT IS THE ESTIMATED VALUE
OF ILLICIT ORGAN TRADE?

The exact figures are unknown. Before
the Convention, only human trafficking
for organ removal was criminalised. The
Convention promotes better data
collection to enable reliable estimates.

IS IT LEGAL TO PAY FOR AN
ORGAN?

No. Payments for organs are illegal under
the Convention. As it is not permitted,
Parties shall criminalise the removal of
human organs performed outside the
framework of its domestic
transplantation system, or in breach of
essential  principles of  national
transplantation laws or rules. Medical
expenses or loss of earnings are costs that
can be reimbursed when duly justified.

IS THE REMOVAL OF ORGANS A
CRIMINAL OFFENCE? WHAT IF IT IS
COMMITTED ABROAD?

Yes, the intentional removal of organs
without free, informed and specific
consent from the donor constitutes a
criminal offence according to Article 4 of
the Convention. In addition, receiving
financial gain or comparable advantage
in exchange for organ removal also
constitutes a  criminal  offence.
Intentionally removing an organ abroad
is also a criminal offence when
committed by nationals or residents of a
State Party if the organ removal and the
transplantation fall within Articles 4 and
5 of the Convention and the country
where the organ removal is performed
also criminalises it. Broader ratification
of the Convention would strengthen the
prosecution of these offences.
IS TRANSPLANTATION
LEGAL?

ABROAD

sanitare, de aplicare a legii si cele
judiciare.

CARE ESTE VALOAREA ESTIMATA
A COMERTULUI ILICIT CU
ORGANE?

Cifrele exacte sunt necunoscute. Inainte
de Conventie, doar traficul de persoane in
scopul prelevarii de organe era
incriminat. Conventia promoveaza o mai
buna colectare a datelor pentru a permite
estimari fiabile.

ESTE LEGAL SA PLATESTI PENTRU
UN ORGAN?

Nu. Platile pentru organe sunt ilegale in
temeiul Conventiei. Intrucit nu este
permis, Partile vor incrimina prelevarea
de organe umane efectuatd in afara
cadrului  sistemului lor intern de
transplant sau cu Incalcarea principiilor
esentiale ale legilor sau normelor
nationale privind transplantul.
Cheltuielile medicale sau pierderile de
venituri sunt costuri care pot fi
rambursate atunci cand sunt justificate in
mod corespunzator.

ESTE PRELEVAREA DE ORGANE O
INFRACTIUNE? CE SE INTAMPLA
DACA  ESTE  COMISA N
STRAINATATE?

Da, prelevarea intentionatd de organe
fara consimtamantul liber, informat si
specific al donatorului constituie o
infractiune in conformitate cu articolul 4
din Conventie. In plus, primirea unui
castig financiar sau a unui avantaj
comparabil in schimbul prelevarii de

organe constituie, de asemenea, o
infractiune. Prelevarea intentionata a
unui organ in straindtate este, de

asemenea, o infractiune atunci cand este
comisd de catre resortisanti sau rezidenti
al unui stat parte, daca prelevarea si




Yes, if performed legally under bilateral
agreements or national authorisations.
Such cooperation often helps address
organ shortages and is fully lawful. The
Council of  Europe facilitates
information-sharing between states about
transplants performed abroad through its
Committee on Organ Transplantation.

DOES THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE
COLLECT DATA ON ORGAN
TRAFFICKING?

While the Council of Europe doesn't
directly collect organ trafficking data, it
requires data collection, analysis and
exchange of information on offences

covered by the Convention under its
Article 21.

HOW ARE ILLICIT DONORS AND
RECIPIENTS  TREATED  UPON
RETURN HOME?

States may choose to treat returning
donors or recipients as victims rather than
offenders, depending on national law.

WHAT ARE THE MEDICAL RISKS
FOR DONORS?

Living kidney donors face a slightly
increased risk of kidney failure and
pregnancy complications. However,
within regulated systems, these risks are
low and monitored through proper long-
term care.

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN TRAFFICKING IN
HUMAN ORGANS (THO) AND
TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS
FOR ORGAN REMOVAL (THBOR)?
THO focuses on organs as the object of
crime and it involves the organ removal
from living or deceased donors without
valid consent or authorisation, or in
exchange for financial gain or other

transplantul de organe se incadreaza in
articolele 4 s1 5 din Conventie, 1ar tara in
care se efectueaza prelevarea de organe le
incrimineaza, de asemenea. O ratificare
mai largd a Conventiei ar consolida
urmadrirea penald a acestor infractiuni.
ESTE TRANSPLANTUL IN
STRAINATATE LEGAL?

Da, dacad este efectuat legal in temeiul
acordurilor bilaterale sau al autorizatiilor
nationale. O astfel de cooperare ajutd
adesea la abordarea deficitului de organe
si este pe deplin legala. Consiliul Europei
faciliteaza schimbul de informatii intre
state cu privire la transplanturile
efectuate in strainatate prin intermediul
Comitetului sdu pentru Transplant de
Organe.

CONSILIUL EUROPEI COLECTEAZA
DATE PRIVIND TRAFICUL DE
ORGANE?

Desi Consiliul Europei nu colecteaza
direct date privind traficul de organe,
acesta solicita colectarea de date, analiza
si schimbul de informatii privind
infractiunile prevazute de Conventie in
temeiul articolului 21 al acesteia.

CUM SUNT TRATATI DONATORII SI
RECEPTORII ILICITI LA
INTOARCEREA ACASA?

Statele pot alege sa trateze donatorii sau
receptorii care se intorc ca victime, mai
degraba decat ca infractori, in functie de
legislatia nationala.

CARE SUNT RISCURILE MEDICALE
PENTRU DONATORI?

Donatorii de rinichi vii se confruntd cu un
risc usor crescut de insuficienta renala si
complicatii ale sarcinii. Cu toate acestea,
in cadrul sistemelor reglementate, aceste




advantages for the donor or a third party.
THBOR involves the recruitment,
transportation, transfer, harbouring or
receipt of a person for the purpose of
having their organs removed through
illicit means, such as use of force,
abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of
power or of a position of vulnerability.

More resources Contact Countering the
trafficking in human organs Media
department =~ Human  rights  and
biomedicine (transplantation)

Resolution CM/Res (2017)2 Resolution
CM/Res (2013)55 pressunit@coe.int
About the Council of Europe Tel. +33 3
88 4125 60

riscuri sunt scazute si monitorizate prin
ingrijire pe termen lung adecvata.

CARE ESTE DIFERENTA DINTRE
TRAFICUL DE ORGANE UMANE
(THO) SI TRAFICUL DE FIINTE
UMANE IN VEDERE DE PRELEVARE
DE ORGANE (TFUPO)?

TFU se concentreaza pe organe ca obiect
al infractiunii si implicd prelevarea de
organe de la donatori vii sau decedati fara
consimtamant sau autorizatie valabila sau
in schimbul unui castig financiar sau al
altor avantaje pentru donator sau o terta
parte. TFUPO 1implicd recrutarea,
transportul, transferul, adapostirea sau
primirea unei persoane in scopul
prelevarii de organe prin mijloace ilicite,
cum ar fi utilizarea fortei, rapirea, frauda,
ingeldciunea, abuzul de putere sau o
pozitie de vulnerabilitate.

Mai multe resurse Contact Combaterea
traficului de organe umane
Departamentul media Drepturile omului
si biomedicina (transplant)

Rezolutia CM/Res (2017)2 Rezolutia
CM/Res (2013)55 pressunit@coe.int
Despre Consiliul Europei Tel. +33 3 88
412560




