EUROPOL

Information provided further the statement by the Lanzarote Committee Chair and ViceChairperson on stepping up protection of children against sexual exploitation and abuse in
times of the COVID-19 pandemic
Since the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic at Europol we prepared also several information
for wider public. We did not forget also on the most vulnerable members of our society –
children. Therefore we are honoured to send the below listed materials and information. We
added also iconographic in attachments.
The main source in relation to protect children is:
1.

The subpage addressed as “COVID-19: CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION” is available at:
https://www.europol.europa.eu/covid-19/covid-19-child-sexual-exploitation
-

Main topics covered are:
a) What is different during the COVID-19 pandemic?
b) What can I do as a parent?
c) What can I do as a carer/teacher?
d) How do I talk to children about being safe online?

-

2.

In this subpage we provided a guide, which we explained as following: The global
impact of COVID-19 means young people will be spending more time at home — and
more time online. There are lots of great ways children can use connected devices to
learn and play, but there are also risks. As parents and carers, you have the best
opportunity to support and guide your children to avoid online risks and have safer
experiences. Governments and industry also have a role to play in making sure the
online world is a safe place to be. And the guide is available at:
https://www.europol.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/global-parentonline-safety-advice-esafety-europol.pdf

Other available sources and information prepared by Europol are:
-

Child safety online:

a) Overall online safety: home, (tele)workplace and children,
https://www.europol.europa.eu/activities-services/public-awareness-andprevention-guides/make-your-home-cyber-safe-stronghold
b) Children drawing:
https://www.europol.europa.eu/publications-documents/children-drawing

c) Say No campaign (against sexual coercion and extortion),
https://www.europol.europa.eu/activities-services/public-awareness-andprevention-guides/online-sexual-coercion-and-extortion-crime
-

Threats and trends in general in relation to COVID-19

a) Regularly updated and collected:
https://www.europol.europa.eu/staying-safe-during-covid-19-what-you-need-toknow
b) Europol’s report (for children safety see pages 7-9),
https://www.europol.europa.eu/publications-documents/catching-virus-cybercrimedisinformation-and-covid-19-pandemic
-

Other topics:

a) Last, but not least: Tips for safe teleworking,
https://www.europol.europa.eu/activities-services/public-awareness-andprevention-guides/safe-teleworking-tips-and-advice
Also, iconographic materials are made available below:
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In addition, Europol provided the report on Catching virus cybercrime, disinformation and
COVID-19 pandemic, available at:
https://www.europol.europa.eu/publications-documents/catching-virus-cybercrimedisinformation-and-covid-19-pandemic
There are plenty other informative materials for different crime areas and tips for different
trends/threats, perhaps it would be worth to mention of their existence on Europol website:
https://www.europol.europa.eu/
And at least, but not the last law enforcement community is active in protecting the children.
Here are some of the recent PR releases by Europol:
-

https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/international-police-cooperationleads-to-arrest-of-dark-web-child-sex-abuser-in-spain (released 21 April 2020),

-

https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/90-suspects-identified-in-majoronline-child-sexual-abuse-operation (released 31 March 2020),

-

https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/dark-web-child-abuseadministrator-of-darkscandals-arrested-in-netherlands (released 12 March 2020).
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Responses to specific questions by the Bureau of the Lanzarote Committee on the impact
of the Covid-19 pandemic on the protection of children from sexual exploitation and sexual
abuse
1. To what extent, if at all, has the threat of child sexual abuse/exploitation changed due
to COVID-19? If so:
 Please tell us about whether the level of risk has increased/decreased/remained
the same and if possible specify this with regard to the various types of sexual
offences against children (Articles 18-23 of the Convention);
 You may also wish to indicate any emerging trends relating to child sexual
abuse/exploitation, as the result of COVID-19, and point at measures taken to
address them.
No information received.
2. Did lockdown cause child sexual abuse/exploitation cases (identified/reported) to
increase, decrease or stay the same? Please submit data (number of victims/offenders)
and highlight what you think may explain the trend.
No information received.
3. Please also tell us whether and how general child safeguarding measures were, or are
likely to be, affected by measures taken by governments in response to COVID-19. In
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addition, highlight any additional, specific measures put in place during lockdown to
ensure reporting by victims of child sexual abuse/exploitation as well as to support and
assist them, and whether these measures will be maintained even when the lockdown
is lifted.
No information received.
4. Finally, please tell us whether children have been duly listened to on decision-making
concerning their protection against sexual abuse/exploitation during this period. Please
also tell us whether and how children will be involved in decision-making on or assessing
the impact of COVID-19 measures in the future.
No information received.
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