Greece in the Association of Significant Cemeteries in Europe
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Kifissia (Municipal Cemetery), Kefalonia (Argostoli Cemetery), Tripoli (Metamorphosis Church '

Cemetery), Syros (Hermoupolis Cemetery), Volos (Taxiarches Cemetery), and South Kynouria Theodoros Tzoumas

(All Saints Cemetery). Mayor of Skiathos

The following Municipalities have also expressed an interest in applying to join ASCE: ASCE'’s Steering Committee member

MEMBERS

e Athens, First Cemetery of Athens

» Kefalonia, Argostoli Cemetery

e Kifissia, Municipal Cemetery

¢ Skiathos, Municipal Cemetery

e South Kynouria, All Saints Cemetery
e Syros, Hermoupolis Cemetery

e Tripoli, Metamorphosis Cemetery

¢ Volos, Taxiarches Cemetery

POTENTIAL MEMBERS
Andros, Municipal Cemetery of Chora
Chalkis, St loannis Cemetery
Chania, Municipal Cemetery
Chios, Municipal Cemetery
loannina, St Nikolaos Kopanon Cemetery
Lesvos, St Panteleimon Cemetery
Nafplion, Municipal Cemetery
Piraeus, Cemetery of Anastasis
Symi, Municipal Cemetery

Thessaloniki, Evangelistria Cemetery
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The Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports and the European Cemeteries Route of the Council of Europe

The Ministry of Culture and Sports consistently supports the Cultural Routes of the
Council of Europe, which highlight important aspects of the European cultural heritage.
The Programme is conducive to the development of synergies in the fields of cultural
tourism and sustainable development. Our aim is to strengthen Greek participation in the
programme, as its key principles are in line with, and promote the fundamental values of
European culture, such as human rights, democracy and intercultural dialogue.

The European Cemeteries Route, managed by the Association of Significant Cemeteries in
Europe, serves as a vehicle for communicating the cultural heritage resting in cemeteries,

by bridging the past with the present. The Route fosters traditional respect for past
generations, while preserving social memory.

The Ministry’s Services, working together with the academic community, local Authorities
and the civil society, are engaged in multiple levels of the programme, with a view to
promoting the historical value of Greek monumental funerary art and heritage, and its
connection with the European cemeteries heritage.

Dr Lina Mendoni
Minister of Culture and Sports
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Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe:
the European Cemeteries Route in Greece

Preserving and promoting
European Cultural Heritage together

Thirty years ago the Cultural Routes Programme was established by the Council of Europe,
the 47-member States and continent’s largest human rights organisation, as a mechanism for
building transnational connections, sharing collective memory, and promoting democratic
values, cultural exchange and dialogue.

The European Cemeteries Route provides a remarkable example of the values embodied by the
Cultural Routes Programme in a European network of excellence. This publication, prepared
and coordinated by the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports, celebrates cemeteries as an
essential aspect of our civilisation, both as representations of our tangible heritage, with their
works and sculptures, as well as places of intangible heritage, providing a deep understanding
of our traditions and collective memory. Throughout these pages the reader will appreciate the
important cultural role cemeteries have served, both in Greece and Europe-wide, throughout
the centuries, helping raise awareness of their multicultural dimension.

Understanding and promoting the significance of European cemeteries is the most important
step towards the preservation and comprehension of European cultures.

In the stones of the oldest Greek cemeteries we can read the stories and symbols defining
today’s life in our continent.

At the same time, the presentation of the significant cemeteries of Greece is, consequently, a
crucial moment for our mission here in ASCE: preserving and promoting European Cemeteries
as a fundamental part of the heritage of Europe.

We are sure that in the following years we will have the pleasure to welcome new members .
from Greece to our Association. Andros,

The importance of Europe’s
Significant Cemeteries

Designing Educational Activities
for the Cultural Route of European Cemeteries

Lidija Plibersek, M.Sc.
President, Association of Significant Cemeteries in Europe (ASCE)

Stefano Dominioni, Ph.D.
Executive Secretary, Enlarged Partial Agreement on Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe
Director, European Institute of Cultural Routes
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