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Framework Convention on the
Value of Cultural Heritage for Society
(Faro Convention)

Adopted in 2005 & entered into force in 2011
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 Ratified by 18 states

(Armenia, Austria, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Croatia,
Finland, Georgia,
Hungary, Latvia,
Luxemburg, Montenegro,
Norway, Portugal,
Moldova, Serbia, Slovakia,
Slovenia, FYROM,
Ukraine)

* Signed by 6
. o ol et additional states
ark green signeda and ratijie . .

Light green  signed (Albama’ Belglum,

Light yellow  EU member states Bu Iga ria, Ita Iy; .Sa n Marino
Light blue only CoE member states + Spa | n)
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An evolution from previous conventions:

From “how we protect?”

* Architectural Heritage of Europe (Granada, 1985)

* Archaeological Heritage (Valletta, 1992)

to “why we protect?”

Back to the spirit of one of the first CoE Conventions:

e European Cultural Convention (Paris, 1954)
e Europe's common cultural heritage
and values
* Mutual understanding and reciprocal
appreciation of our cultural diversity
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Why a Framework Convention?

“Framework convention” does not
create specific obligations for action:
suggests rather than imposes.

®

* Defines principles and broad areas of action
* Member states keep responsibility on how to do it

* Defines mainly “enabling” measures to foster Faro Convention
principles

* No specific rights are conveyed by the ratification even if
recognised

e Addresses signatories (States) but ultimately impacts all
stakeholders
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FC main characteristics (1)

Promotes a wider understanding of
heritage and its relationship to
communities and society

e Put people and human values at the center (alongside usual
aesthetic and scholarly criteria)

* Incorporates intangible aspects to heritage:
 Valuation/perception by people
 Diverse interpretations/approaches
* Associated dialogue/conflict resolution
PUBLIC ACTION: Develop democratic participation



FC main characteristics (2)

Importance of the meanings and uses
that people attach to CH and the
values it represents

* Highlight interaction between people, places and stories
e Respect for diversity of interpretations
* Consider specific identification of heritage communities

PUBLIC ACTION: fair treatment of the different viewpoints when
designing policies and laws
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FC main characteristics (3)

Considers cultural heritage as
resource for sustainable development
and improving quality of life

Economic potential of heritage in the respect of its integrity

Societal challenges can be addressed through cultural heritage

Promote trust and mutual understanding through dialogue
* Reinforce social cohesion through shared responsability

PUBLIC ACTION: Include impact on and from CH in policies design
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COMSEUDECERORE

FC main characteristics (4)

Improve awareness raising and access
to cultural heritage

* Through Education

* Include in curricula (general, professional) and research agenda
* Through new technologies

* Digital “backup” more accessible but keep “true” conservation
* Through greater involvement

* Encourage everyone to participate to cultural heritage debates

PUBLIC ACTION: develop innovative approaches
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FC main characteristics (5)

Emphasizes important aspects related
to human rights and democracy

* |dentifies individual rights to benefit and contribute to CH

e Collective rights are also recognized (through Heritage
Communities notably)

* Also emphasizes associated responsibilities both individually and
collectively

PUBLIC ACTION: adopt legislative provisions to exercise both rights
and responsabilities
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Public responsibility and laws

Conforts the role of public authorities
on heritage through their policies and
laws

But suggests also a larger view:
integrated approach
cooperate with other stakeholders
joint action
complementarity with existing initiatives

some delegation to NGOs
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Three main steps for national authorities:

:\"A“.‘ \ ‘A\ ".‘.“' .
\ '\"', \ \‘:"“ &\ vl\x ' ’
W “"_'\\-.“ " & =
(k%/

» Signature: formal support to the principles
» Ratification: legal commitment to the principles
» Implementation: transforming words into actions


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74eMTcLFydM
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FOLLOW UP ACTIVITIES : Faro Convention Action Plan

Translate the Faro Convention principles into practice:

* field based knowledge and expertise for member States
e study specific cases in line with political priorities of CoE

ACTION PLAN

Heritage-led, people centered actions
Extensive workshop of innovative ideas
A pan-European Network
Making Invisible - Visible

14
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Faro Convention Faro Convention Faro Convention Faro Convention Faro Convention

Promotion Network in Action Spotlights Research

FC talks community- active learning  focus on specific inspiring new

FC meetings based actions in  platform where actions in line initiatives to

FC labs towns and builds on good  with the COE demonstrate
territories who  practices and political the role of
value their local generates priorities and heritage in
heritage assets  dynamic addressing addressing

dialogue societal societal
challenges challenges.

Link to the Faro Action Plan



http://www.coe.int/en/web/culture-and-heritage/faro-action-plan
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Lmked to the European CuIturaI Heritage Strategy
for the 215t century

Redefine the place and role of cultural heritage in Europe when
facing multiple changes in socio-economic and cultural context.
Based on relationship between cultural heritage and three priority

components:

e W .

Territorial and Knowledge and
economic development education

with due regard for the principles with the contribution of research

of sustainable development and training

Social component

Promotion of social participation
and good governance

Link to ST21



https://www.coe.int/en/web/culture-and-heritage/strategy-21
http://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=09000016806a89ae
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Logic of the following sessions: WHAT'S
NEXT?

> What is expected by/expectable from existing
initiatives?

» Field visits: see what exists and what can be
transposed

» Address selected questions
» Political considerations
» Concept of heritage communities
» Coordination with subnational authorities
» Kind of support that authorities can provide


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74eMTcLFydM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74eMTcLFydM

