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I. INTRODUCTION 

The Committee of Ministers Resolution Res(2013)66 confirming the establishment of the Enlarged Partial 
Agreement on Cultural Routes has maintained the previous provision relating to the organisation of an annual 
“Advisory Forum”, which makes this event the most important and significant of the Cultural Routes programme 
of activities as it is the single specific activity referred to in the EPA statutory texts: 
 

“Article 4 – Cultural Routes Advisory Forum 
 
4.1. A meeting of representatives of Cultural Routes operators, networks, international heritage and 
tourism organisations and platforms, local and regional authorities, civil society organisations, 
Chambers of Commerce, foundations and other donor organisations, professional organisations in the 
field of tourism, heritage and culture or other relevant bodies will take place annually in the form of a 
Cultural Routes Advisory Forum 
 
4.2. Participation in the forum will take place upon invitation or registration accepted by the Secretariat 
of the EPA. 
 
4.3. The forum will discuss trends and challenges in relation to Cultural Routes and provide a platform 
for the exchange of experience, review of progress with the implementation of Cultural Routes, debates 
on new professional practice, the launch of new initiatives and the development of partnerships.” 

 
In addition to the formal presentations and debates, the Forum always provides an opportunity for the networks 
managing and implementing Council of Europe cultural routes across Europe to meet and exchange with 
representatives at all levels of public authority, from local and regional government to foreign and specialised 
ministries, as well as other international organisations working in the field and tourism professionals.  

II. THE 2022 CHANIA ANNUAL ADVISORY FORUM  

At its meeting from 18-19 April 2018, and then later confirmed in October 2021, the Governing Board agreed 
that Greece will host the 2022 Annual Advisory Forum on Cultural Routes. The Forum, which will take place 
from 5-7 October in Chania on the island of Crete, is being organised in cooperation with the Route of the 
Historic Cafés. The proposed theme of the Forum is ‘Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe: 
Safeguarding European Values, Heritage and Dialogue’. 

A. Past Forum themes 

 
The 2021 Kutaisi Forum, “Resilient and Sustainable Cultural Routes”, offered an opportunity to 
interrogate how the Cultural Routes were equipped to deal with crisis. There was a natural focus on the COVID-
19 pandemic and an exploration of how the Cultural Routes had recovered from its effects. However, panel 

sessions also explored how the Routes were preparing themselves in accordance with an increasingly digitalised 
world and how the Routes were contributing to calls for a more sustainable future. Speakers included 
representatives from UNESCO, OECD, UNWTO, BSEC, OEI, EPA member States, certified Cultural Routes, and 
other stakeholders in the fields of cultural heritage and cultural tourism. An accession ceremony took place to 
welcome both Ukraine and Sweden to the Enlarged Partial Agreement. There was also a certification ceremony 
to celebrate the 7 Cultural Routes which gained certification in 2020 and 2021 (European Route of Historic 
Gardens; Via Romea Germanica; Aeneas Route; Alvar Aalto Route; Cyril and Methodius Route; European Route 

d’Artagnan; Iron Age Danube Route). Throughout the forum there were sessions recognising the Best Practices 
of the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe and presentations of the Cultural Routes crossing Georgia. 
 
The 2019 Sibiu Forum, "Cultural Tourism for Cultural Routes”, was the opportunity to reflect on the 
importance of Cultural and Sustainable Tourism for the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe Programme. 
Keynote speakers included UNWTO and EEAS (European Union External Action Services), ICOMOS, OEI and 
UNESCO as well as EPA member States, certified Cultural Routes and stakeholders in the field of Tourism.  

Almost 200 participants from more than 20 countries took part in the event. An accession ceremony took place 
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to welcome Latvia to the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe. A certification 
Ceremony celebrated the 5 certified Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe for 2019 (European Route of 
Industrial Heritage; Iron Curtain Trail; Routes of Reformation; Liberation Route Europe; Le Corbusier 
Destinations: architectural promenades). A Best Practices Award Ceremony on the theme of the Forum, Cultural 
Tourism, for activities implemented by certified Cultural Routes od the Council of Europe during the year 2018 
was put into place and will become a repeating feature for each Forum 
 
The 2018 Görlitz Forum “Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe connecting cultural values, 
heritage sites and citizens: strategies and synergies in a global perspective" was the opportunity to 
consider potential synergies between the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe programme and other 
International Organisations cultural programmes (UNESCO World Heritage sites, UNESCO World Heritage 
Journeys, European Heritage Label, European Heritage Days, European Capital Cities of Culture) against the 

background of the 2018 European Year of Cultural Heritage. The Görlitz Forum aimed to provide strategies for 
stronger collaborations between existing international programmes working towards strengthened perspectives 
on European and global cultural heritage promotion and preservation. 
 
The 2017 Lucca Forum "30 years of Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe: Building dialogue and 
sustainable development through European values and heritage" saw the celebration of the 30th 
Anniversary of the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe programme in Lucca, Italy. Hence, this Forum 
edition examined the history and achievements of the 30 year of the programme, focusing on the values they 
promote: human rights, cultural diversity, intercultural dialogue, promotion of cultural heritage and mutual 
exchanges. The Lucca Forum provided the impetus for developing a strategy and future objectives of the 
programme for years to come. 
 
The 2016 Vilnius Forum explored the theme of “Expanding the Cultural Routes of the Council of 
Europe: challenges and opportunities”.  The Forum’s conclusions from the exchanges held during the 
two thematic workshops was incorporated in the “Vilnius Roadmap” (see part III. of the document), which sets 
out guidelines for future reference for the different stakeholders of the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe 
programme.  
 
The 2015 Aranjuez Forum was entitled “Networking for culture and heritage: the Council of Europe’s 
cultural routes - making transnational connections work”. The four subjects of the workshop were the 
role of international organisations in supporting transnational cultural routes initiatives, tourism promotion of 
cultural routes, young people’s role and involvement and democracy and cultural routes – cross-cutting 
participation at local and international levels. 
 
The 2014 Baku Forum was entitled “Council of Europe cultural routes: cultural tourism for 
intercultural dialogue and social stability”. The theme was divided into four sub-themes which were 
discussed in workshops, which produced new proposals for action set out in the Baku Declaration (Cultural 
routes as vectors for intercultural dialogue, drivers for sustainable social and economic development, 
educational tools for understanding past conflicts, easing tensions and promoting peaceful cohabitation and 
guardians of Europe’s memory and living history). 
 

B. Date and structure of the Forum (see Appendix) 

The Forum will be held in Chania, from 5-7 October. The first day will involve an opening ceremony and the 
welcoming of participants by the high authorities of Greece, by representatives from the “Historic Route of 
Cafés”, and by senior figures of the Council of Europe. The opening session of the Forum will be the opportunity 

to welcome new EPA Member States, newly certified Cultural Routes, and to present awards on the theme of 
the Forum to Cultural Routes.  
 
Plenary sessions on the theme of the Forum will be an opportunity to welcome International Organisations, 
Certified Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe, EPA member States, and Academicians. 
 
The 11th edition of the Annual Advisory Forum on Cultural Routes will be the opportunity to implement new 
opportunities, such as a large area dedicated to stands for Member States, International organisations, certified 
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Cultural Routes and candidates for certification. These stands will facilitate networking opportunities between 
stakeholders, while also being an opportunity to display brochures and visuals on local, regional and 
national/international heritage on Cultural Routes and shared European heritage. 

C. Organisation of the Forum 

The Forum is a priority activity throughout the year for the EPA Secretariat, with increased focus from March. 
The co-organisation of the Forum involves close cooperation with the host country (Greece), and other co-
organisers of the event. Preparatory meetings have been held since September 2021 and an Organisation 
Agreement between the parties was signed at an official ceremony on 14 October 2021.  
 

a) Best Practices Awards to Cultural Routes on the theme of the Forum 
 
In 2019, an award ceremony for Best Practices was introduced to celebrate Routes which had demonstrated 
exemplary initiatives relating to the Forum’s theme (Cultural Tourism). This was continued at 10th Forum, with 
16 Cultural Routes gaining recognition for their exemplary work in recovering from crisis (VIA REGIA, Prehistoric 
Rock Art Trails, TRANSROMANICA, European Route of Historic Gardens, Phoenicians’ Route, Route of Saint Olav 
Ways, European Route of Historic Thermal Towns, Viking Route, European Cemeteries Route, European Route 
of Jewish Heritage, ATRIUM, Roman Emperors and Danube Wine Route, Liberation Route Europe, Saint Martin 
of Tours Route, Via Charlemagne, and Destination Napoleon).  
 
The 2022 Forum theme will again offer an opportunity to award Routes the Best Practice Awards. The selection 
process for Best Practices is as follows: the submissions are collected by the Secretariat and compiled in a table. 
Governing Board members will be sent the practices prior to the Annual Forum and will be asked to vote for 
their preferred initiative. Awardees will be placed in the Forum’s programme and will receive the award during 
the opening ceremony of the Forum. 
 

b) Matching event between member States and Cultural routes 
 
A dedicated member States/Cultural routes matching event will be organised in the framework of the 2022 
Annual Advisory Forum. The aim of this event is to encourage member States and certified Cultural Routes to 
discuss potential extensions by jointly identifying sites of mutual interest and relevant people to contact.  
 

c) Stands for Member States and Cultural Routes 
 
Each year, Cultural Routes and networks interested in the “Cultural Route of the Council of Europe” certification 
are given the opportunity to present visibility material on stands around the Forum venue. This year, the EPA 
Secretariat in partnership with the Forum organisers would like to offer Member States the opportunity to 
present visibility material of national importance to other member States, Cultural Routes and Forum guests in 
general.  
 
Interested member States will be invited to express their wish to have a stand during Forum registration.  

 
Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe will also have the possibility to display their information and photos 
through a dedicated exhibit.  
 

III. FUTURE ANNUAL ADVISORY FORUM HOSTS 

In 2019 and 2020, Poland and Hungary expressed interest in hosting future Annual Advisory Forums. Poland 
will be hosting the 2023 edition of the Forum. Hungary will need to confirm their readiness to host the 2024 
edition of the Forum by written confirmation to the EPA Chair prior to the EPA Governing Board meeting of 
2023. 
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APPENDIX 1: DRAFT AGENDA CHANIA FORUM (5-7 OCTOBER 2022) 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
CULTURAL ROUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

11th ANNUAL ADVISORY FORUM  

 
 

“Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe:  

Safeguarding European Values, Dialogue, and Heritage” (working title).  

 
5-7 October 2022 

Chania, Greece 

 
 
 

 
DRAFT 10.4.2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.coe.int/routes  
 

 

  

http://www.coe.int/routes
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WEDNESDAY, 5 OCTOBER 2022 

 
Historic Café Kipos, Chania, Crete 

 
Morning City and Archaeological Museum visit (registration necessary) 

 
Minoa Palace Hotel, Chania, Crete 

 
10:30-12:30 Meeting of the Representatives of the member States of the EPA Governing Board  
 (by invitation only) 

 
11:30-12:30 Meeting of the Representatives of the certified “Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe” 
 (by invitation only) 

 
11:30–12:30 Meeting of the members of the University Network for Cultural Routes studies, TBC  
 (by invitation only) 
 
12:30-14:00 Networking Lunch 
 
14:00-17:00  Registration of participants 

 
 

Minoa Palace Hotel, Chania, Crete 
 

 
18:00 – 20:00  OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE ANNUAL ADVISORY FORUM 

 

Welcoming remarks  

Mr Panagiotis Simandirakis, Mayor of Chania, Municipality of Chania 

Mr Stavros Arnaoutakis, Governor, Region of Crete 

Mr. Bjørn Berge, Deputy Secretary General, Council of Europe  

Mr Panayiotis Beglitis, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Greece to the Council of Europe 

Mr George Didascalou, Secretary General of Culture, Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sport, Greece 

 
  Accession Ceremony for new member States of the Enlarged Partial Agreement 

on Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe in 2020 and 2021 
Presented by Mr. Bjørn Berge, Deputy Secretary General, Council of Europe  

Certification Ceremony for Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe certified in 2022 
Awarded by Julien Vuilleumer (Switzerland), Chair, Governing Board EPA 
 

High-Level Segment: Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe: Safeguarding European Values, Heritage, and 
Dialogue 

Moderator:  

Stathis Kalyvas, Gladstone Professor of Government (TBC) 

Speakers: 

Margaritis Schinas,Vice-President of the European Commission (TBC) 

Lina Mendoni, Minister, Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sport, Greece 

Dora Bakoyannis, Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (TBC) 

Amb. Patrick Engelberg, Chair of the Statutory Committee, EPA Cultural Routes, Council of Europe 

Ernesto Ottone R., Assistant Director-General for Culture, UNESCO 

Sneška Quaedvlieg-Mihailović, Secretary General, Europa Nostra 

 

20:30-22:30  Gala Dinner 
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Award Ceremony “Best Practices of the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe” 
Awarded by :  
Julien Vuilleumer (Switzerland), Chair, Governing Board EPA  

  

THURSDAY, 6 OCTOBER 2022 
 

 Minoa Palace Hotel, Chania, Crete 
 

08:30 Registration of participants (continued) 
 
09:00-09:30     Gathering and morning coffee 

 

09:30-09:40 INTRODUCTION to XI ANNUAL ADVISORY FORUM  

 Stefano Dominioni, Executive Secretary, EPA Secretariat, Council of Europe 
     
09:40-11:10     GENERAL SESSION 1:  

PROMOTING EUROPEAN VALUES THROUGH INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE  
 

Moderator:  

Konstantinos Filis, Director of Research at the Institute of International Relations of Panteion University 
(TBC) 
 

 Speakers  

• Nicholas Yatromanolakis, Secretary General, Contemporary Culture, Ministry of Culture, Greece 
• Anna Diamantopoulou, former European Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal 

Opportunities (TBC) 
• Dimitris Kairidis, Member of the Greek delegation at the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, 

Vice President - Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights (TBC) 
• Representative of European Cultural Parliament  
• Konstantinos Koukas, Mayor of Myconos, Head of Greek Delegation to the Congress of Local and Regional 

Authorities of the Council of Europe (TBC) 
• Melina Daskalakis, President of the City of Athens Reception and Solidarity Centre (TBC) 
• Rector of University of Crete (TBC)  
• Representative of Center for Hellenic Studies in Greece (Harvard University) 
• 2 EPA Governing Board member State (high ranked officer) 

 

 
11:10-11:30 Coffee break 

 
11:30-12:30 THEMATIC SESSION 1 – Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe: Flash info 

- Routes of Olive Tree 
- Aeneas Route 
- Impressionisms Route 
- Phoenicians’ Route 
- ATRIUM 
- Le Corbusier Destinations 
- European Route of Historic Gardens 

 
12:30-13:00 SPECIAL SESSION - European Cultural Center of Delphi: History of ECCD & the Delphic 

Festivals 

 
13:00-15:00 Networking lunch 

 

15:00-16:30  GENERAL SESSION 2:  
SAFEGUARDING HERITAGE THROUGH DEMOCRATIC PARTICIPATION  
 

Moderator:  

                        Victoria Hislop, Author (TBC) 
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Speakers  
• Themis Christophidou, Director General, DGEAC, European Commission (TBC) 
• Representative from UNESCO 
• Chair or Vice-Chair of CDCPP, Council of Europe  
• Representative from the Greek Ministry of Culture 
• Stavros Benos, President of Diazoma, Greece (TBC) 
• Representative from European Capital of Culture - Eleusis 2023  
• Thodoris Tzoumas, Mayor of Skiathos, ASCE Steering Committee (TBC) 
• Representative of Piraeus Bank Group, Cultural Foundation 
• Representative of Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Chania 
• 2 EPA Governing Board member State (high ranked officer) 

   
16:30-17:00 Networking coffee break  
 

17:00-18:00  THEMATIC SESSION 2 – Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe: Flash info 

- Cyril & Methodius Route 
- European Route of Jewish Heritage 
- European Route of Ceramics 
- Iron Curtain Trail 
- European Route of Megalithic Culture 
- Art Nouveau Network 
- European Mozart Ways 

 
18:30-19:00 SPECIAL SESSION 1 – BSEC: Cultural Routes in the Black Sea region                
 
20:00-22:00 Dinner   
 

FRIDAY, 7 OCTOBER 2022 

Minoa Palace Hotel, Chania, Crete 

 
09:00-09:30 Gathering and morning coffee 
 
09:30-11:00 GENERAL SESSION 3:  
FOSTERING CREATIVE INDUSTRIES, INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, AND SUSTAINABLE LOCAL 

COMMUNITIES  
 

Moderator:  
Konstantinos Derisziotis, Journalist & Publisher of MONEY&TOURISM magazine (TBC) 
 

 Speakers  
• Angela Gkerekou, President of the Greek National Tourism Organisation 
• Panagiota Dionyssopoulou – Greek Ministry of Tourism  
• Representative of Regional Department of Europe, UNWTO 
• Steve Vranakis - ECD Google Creative Lab, 
• Representative of Europa Nostra network member - Elliniki Etairia  
• Representative of University of Piraeus, Department of Tourism Studies – member of Cultural 

Routes University Network 
• Gelina Harlaftis, Director of Institute for Mediterranean Studies (TBC) 
• Representative of Androidus Project Tank 
• 2 EPA Governing Board member State - (high ranked officer) 
 
 

 

11:00-11:45 Coffee break 
 
11:45-12:45 THEMATIC SESSION 3- Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe: Flash info 

- European Route of Industrial Heritage 
- European Cemeteries Route 
- European Route of Historical Thermal Towns 
- Prehistoric Rock Art Trails 
- Destination Napoleon 
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- Iter Vitis Route 
 
 

12:45-13:15 SPECIAL SESSION 2: Fundraising for Cultural Routes 
• Representative from World Bank / European Bank of Investment / CoE Development Bank) 
• Representative from European Commission (DG-EAC/DG-REGIO/DG-GROW/EEAS/other) 
• Presentation of Vademecum on Sources of Funding (EICR representative)  

 
 
13:15-15:00 Networking lunch 

15:00-16:00 B2B SESSIONS - EPA GOVERNING BOARD MEMBERS / CULTURAL ROUTES 

16:00 – 16:30  SPECIAL SESSION 3: Presentation of candidate Routes 

16:30 – 17:00 CLOSING CEREMONY 

   Presentation of the 2023 Annual Advisory Forum 

 Adoption of the Chania Declaration 

17:00 – 18:30   Historic Café Kipos, Chania 
 Cretan Tasting – The ritual of Greek Coffee 

 

20:30 Dinner and evening programme  

 

 

SIDE-EVENTS (PERMANENT EXHIBITS DISPLAYED DURING THE FORUM) 

 

EXHIBIT 1: GREECE AND ITS CULTURAL ROUTES: FROM ANTIQUITY TO THE PRESENT –  

RRF PROJECTS: CULTURAL ROUTES AT EMBLEMATIC ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES 

EXHIBIT 2: THE CULTURAL ROUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE CROSSING GREECE 

EXHIBIT 3: CULTURAL ROUTE PROJECTS INTERESTED IN THE CERTIFICATION “CULTURAL ROUTES OF THE COUNCIL 
OF EUROPE” 

 

 

 

SATURDAY, 8 OCTOBER 2022 – OPTIONAL DAY 

 

Optional cultural programme (TBC) 

 
Details and registration requirements to follow.  
Additional fees required for the optional cultural programme may apply.  
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APPENDIX 2: ORGANISATION AGREEMENT ON ANNUAL ADVISORY FORUM 
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