ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE
IN EUROPE: HEARING THE VOICES OF MINORITIES AND
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
World Forum for Democracy 2021: 12 months, 1 question
March: “Inequalities, democracy and climate change”
Online event of the Sub-Committee on the Rights of Minorities and the No Hate
Parliamentary Alliance (Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe)
“Can Democracy Save the Environment?” That is the question posed at the World Forum
for Democracy 2021, through its “12 months, 1 question” campaign.
This online event is co-organised by the Parliamentary Assembly’s Sub-Committee on the Rights
of Minorities and No Hate Parliamentary Alliance, as a contribution to the March theme of the
campaign, “Inequalities, democracy and climate change”.

Live-stream of the event

29 March 2021, from 11 am to 12.30 pm (CEST)
Speakers:
► Susanna

Israelsson, Arctic and Environmental Unit, Saami Council
► Florin Botonogu, President, Policy Centre for Roma and Minorities, ERGO Network, Romania
► Carl Söderbergh, Director of Policy and Communications, Minority Rights Group International
► Natalia Kobylarz, Environmental law specialist and Senior Lawyer at the Registry of the European Court
of Human Rights

Moderator:
► František

Kopřiva, Chairperson of the Sub-Committee on the Rights of Minorities

Concluding remarks:
► Momodou Malcolm Jallow, General rapporteur on combating racism and intolerance and coordinator of

the No Hate Parliamentary Alliance
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Minorities are often disproportionately affected when it comes to climate change and environmental rights.
Dams, mining and other industrial activities can threaten areas where minorities live, especially where authorities
consider political opposition to such projects will be weaker there, and minorities may be pushed into living on
contaminated, unsafe land.

■

Indigenous peoples have preserved biodiversity over millenia, yet climate change, extraction, deforestation,
tourism and monocultures (amongst others) are increasingly threatening their ways of life and the ecosystems of
which they are the traditional custodians. “Green colonialism” is now posing new threats, as projects to promote
green energy encroach on indigenous territories and risk causing new harms to indigenous peoples and their rights.
■

Yet the voices of minorities and indigenous people are rarely heard when it comes to protecting the environment and combating climate change in Europe – they are not effectively consulted on the environmental impact
of new projects, nor is climate justice a reality for them.

■

How can European States remedy existing violations of the right to a clean, safe and healthy environment that
are disproportionately experienced by minorities and indigenous peoples, and ensure that efforts to prevent and
mitigate climate change guarantee a sustainable future for all?
■

This conversation will raise awareness on the need both to ensure that minorities are part of climate change
solutions and to guarantee climate justice, and on how parliamentarians can contribute to these efforts. Taking
an action-centred approach, it will seek to allow promising practices to be identified and shared.

■
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https://pace.coe.int/en/pages/committee-29/AS-EGA
https://pace.coe.int/en/pages/no-hate
https://pace.coe.int/en

NO HATE
PARLIAMENTARY
ALLIANCE

