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Biodiversity of Georgia

Important Bird Areas

SPAs for birds

Protected Areas

For its unique biodiversity Georgia 

is comprised of two "hot spots" -

Caucasus and Iran-Anatolia “34 

Biodiversity Hotspots" defined by 

Conservation International 

24 SPAs & 32 IBAs – Protection of 

bird habitats

86 Classical Protected Areas – 595 

962 ha – 8,6% of total country area. 

Approximately 51% of PA is covered 

by forest

40 % of Georgia is covered by forest



First phases of Emerald 
Network Development

Phase I – 2009-2011 involved identification of 

habitats, species, ASCIs

Phase II - 2013-2016 – clarifying collected data

Distribution maps for > 100 species in GIS

Mapping of existing habitats from Resolutions 

No. 4 (1996) started

Creating the sites data base (SDF)



Ongoing Network 
Development

Phase III – 2017-ongoing

36 candidate and proposed sites are
submitted for designation

1st reporting exercise under Resolution
#8 (2012) due to December, 2019

Distribution of Ursus arctos in Georgia

Examples of reports completed



Current Network development outcomes

Currently, the total area of the 

Network is 1, 285, 974 ha - 18% 

of the total country area

Total number of sites – 58

Number of designated sites -3 

Number of candidate sites – 35

Number of proposed sites – 20

Status of submitted 36 sites for 

designation will be updated after 

the Standing Committee  

Aq chavsva zurmuxtis da APAs ruka

APA & Emerald Network





Ongoing Research  in Georgia

Field research is funded by GIZ

Field research by “NACRES” on 3 new 

compensatory sites (Samegrelo2; 

Racha-Lechkhumi; Svaneti-Racha) 

As a result of field research, 

compensatory sites have been 

recognized as one of the highest 

conservation priority areas with it’s 

unique biodiversity value

Callimorpha (Euplagia) quadripunctaria

3 Compensatory sites in Racha - Svaneti



Ongoing reporting activities on 12 bird species

Requested by MEPA and financed by GIZ

Field research by Ilia State University Ornithologists on 12 

Bird species of Bern Convention according to Annex F -

Reporting format on bird species listed in Resolution No. 

6 (1998). 

Positive feedback from the secretariat is accepted on 

example of Lanius minor draft report

Lanius collurio

Coracias garrulus



Field research by “Nacres” on 8 habitats from resolution No. 4 
(1996) and other non-avian species according to the document 

T-PVS/PA (2017)11

Research funded by GIZ

Identification of habitat types is completed based 
on EUNIS habitat classification

All forest and wetland ecosystem habitat types are 
mapped based on EUNIS classification

Relevant scientists are analyzing data on completed 
species research work 





Developing guidelines for 
Appropriate Impact Assessment

Ministry approached GIZ with the request to 
elaborate guideline for the “Assessment of 
impact on Emerald Network”. The guidelines 
are in the process of development

“NACRES” will be implementing body

 Results will be communicated in December



Publishing the handbook on 
Emerald network

FAQ 

Goal: Raise awareness of different 
stakeholders (Ministries, academia, 
NGOs, so on)  related to the Emerald 
Network about it’s purpose and 
regulations

Financed by GIZ

Implemented by NACRES

Based on interviews with ministers, 
decision makers and other 
stakeholders



Future objectives

Finalizing the research and designation of other sites.

Successfully finalize field researches on 3 new compensatory candidate sites

Finalize reporting exercise by the end of 2019

Start exercise on management plans for pilot sites

Generate management plans and monitoring for each site

Georgia expresses initiative to organize Biogeographical seminar, 2019 - for bird species, as well
as Bilateral seminar for species with decreased sufficiency from Svaneti site reduction





Thank you for your attention!


