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Editorial

“The whining schoolboy, with his satchel and shining morning face, creeping like snail

unwillingly to school.” This description of the second age of man is probably among the
best known quotations from the works of Shakespeare’, no doubt because living illustrations
0][ it can be seen tlzrauglzaut Eurape every morning Zaefare the bell rings. But however much
we may smile and nod our heads sympathetically, very few people indeed would actually call compulsory schooling
into question. We understand the vital role of education not only in giving every individual the tools needed to

make his or her own way in the adult world, but also in creating social bonds and learning common values.

On 21 March 2007, International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination®, the Council of Europe's
European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) published a Recommendation on combating
racism and racial discrimination in and through school education. The President of the ECRI, Eva Smith
Asmussen, underlined that “Quality education, which is compulsory and equally accessible to all, is the key to

. . . . . . . . . . ”
comlaatmg racism anai 7(101(1/ aiiscnmmation m our societies .

Quality education for all is naturally the goal of the Council of Europe’s Education Directorate, whose different
actions complement one another to form a coherent whole which in turn contributes to achieving the Organisation’s
priorities. Thus, in 2002, the Steering Committee for Education launched its project The New Challenge of
Intercultural Education: Religious Diversity and Dialogue in Europe. In 2004, the project became
part of the programme Buil&ing stable and cohesive societies of the Intergovernmental Programme of
Activities.

1 William Slzakespeare (1 504-101 0), The seven ages a][ man’, As You Like It, Act 2, scene 7.

2 The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is observed annually on 21 March to commemorate the day when, in 1900, police
opened fire and killed, in Sharpeville, South Africa, 00 peacefu/ demonstrators who were protesting against the apartheid “pass laws”

Learning to five together: “Europe, youtlz and g/o[aa/isation " Stmsbaurg, 0-8 May 2004.
Photo: Sandro Weltin/Council of Burope
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The deceptively simple aim of intercultural education is to teach people how to live
with one another, which imphes learning to understand and appreciate other people,

and learning to live together in a multicultural society.

Education for Democratic Citizenship (EDC) not only teaches children and young
people about how a democratic society functions, it requires that they understand
their rights and responsibilities. It is not merely a preparation for adult ife; school
itse/][ is part 0][ /ife, not a relzearsa/, and attitudes and behaviour Jeve/opea] in the
classroom permeate the school as a wlzo/e, the ][ami/y and the local community. EDC

promotes active and concrete participation in society at an early age, while showing

how individual freedoms end where those of others begin. Quality assurance of EDC
in schools was the suéject 0][ a symposium held in Frankfurt in November 2000

(page 10).

History education, appropriately imparted and experienced, is a major form of
intercultural education. The project The Image of the Other in History Teaching,
which builds on the success of the Black Sea Initiative, secks to identify the
practica/ mechanisms of intercultural a/ia/ogue in order not just to learn about
all'][][erences but see them as an enriclzing ][actar. The ﬁna/ con][erence o][ the Joint
Programme between the Council of Europe and the European Commission for Russia
(page 5) showed how these mechanisms can be integrated into the educational
process and how /anguage education and education ][or democratic citizenslzip can

also contribute to intercultural awareness and empatizy.

Participation in social and political processes requires that citizens possess the
language skills necessary to do so. Common reference standards have been developed
by the Language Policy Division (Common European Framework of Reference
for Languages — CEFR) which facilitate planning and assessment of the phurilin-
gual competence of citizens and are increasingly used by member states. Yet use of
these levels brings responsibilities which must be properly understood. The Language
Policy Division's projects on linking language examinations to the CEFR, the
languages of education and the integration of migrants, among others, aim to provide
people with the linguistic skills they need to benefit from and contribute to society
(pages 8 and 0).

In recent years, there has been a shift in focus from institutions to what makes those
institutions work. It is important that the Council 0][ Europe’s programme covers the
whole range of education so that it can Zze/p member states prepare peop/e for the
labour market as well as for citizenship, and enable personal development as well as
maintain a broad knowledge base. The Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications
concerning Higlzer Education in the European Region contributes to this goa/, and
the work of the Higher Bducation and Research Division has ensured that the
Bo/ogna Process, the most important reform process in Buropean lziglzer education

for almost 40 years, is under way m the 40 member states (page 4).

And this is only part of the picture. But picture it is, each brushstroke contributing
to the overall a[esign. A][ter a//, everytlzing must be done to ensure that when the

“whining schoolboy” becomes a ‘justice™®, he really is wise.

Gabriele Mazza

3 Op.cit.



Council of Europe Hosts Discussions
on Hig}ler Education Reform
in the Western Balkans

Ministers of Education from the
Western Balkans countries met at the
Council of Europe on 27 and 28
November 2006 to try to spee(i up
i’iigher—etlucation reform in the region
as part of the Boiogna Process, which

aims at creating a European Higher

Education Area i)y 2010.

Delegations came from Albania, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro,
Seri)ia, Slovenia and “the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”.
UNMIK, Provisional Institutions of
Self Government, Kosovo also took part
in the conference, aiong with experts
from other European countries and
observers from relevant international
bodies. Students were representecl
through the National Unions of
Students in Europe (ESIB).

the Chair of the GR-C, the Ambassador
of “the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia”. The aims of the Conference
fell within the broader poiiticai oi)jec—
tive outlined in the recent]y adopted
Council of Europe Parliamentary
Assemuy Resolution 1517 (20006),
General Po/icy Debate on the Situation in
the Balkans. The Parliamentary
Assemi)iy stressed the need to initiate
a piat{orm of (iialogue on the situation
in the region and asked the Council of
Europe and its partners to support the
Balkan countries by recognising the
progress achieved so far and heiping
their continued efforts for further

improvement.

Themes
Topics included quality assurance, qua-

lifications frameworks and national

Canference on Higlzer Education Re][orm in the Western Ba/]eans, StrasLourg, 27- 28 November 2000

This Informal Conference of Ministers
of Education from the Western Balkans,
the fourth that the Council of Europe
has organised since 1999, was opened
i)y the Deputy Secretary General and

action plans for academic recognition.
Stock taizing of the progress achieved
so far was also included in the program-
me in order to prepare Ministers for

the next Ministerial Conference of

the Bologna Process, scheduled to take
place in London in May 2007.

Some of the time was given over to pre-
sentations i)y individual countries. This
part of the conference was of particuiar
interest, as each (ieiegation was able to
highiight its achievements as well as
consider the chal]enges that ]ay ahead.
It was in fact cluring this reflection that
it became apparent that many of the

countries faced similar challenges.

Slobodan Vu]esanavic, Minister ofEducation and Sport
of the Republic of Serbia, Emilija Stankovic, Assistant
Minister for Higher Education, Ministry of Bducation
and Sport a][ the Repul?/ic af Serbia.

Social events for the con{erence, inclu-
(iing a dinner for Heads of Deiegation
hosted i)y the World Bank and Council
of Europe, offered an opportunity for
networking and shaping different ideas

for future regional co-operation.

5 e .
i\egional co—operation

In their conciusions, the ministers
agree(i to step up regionai co-operation
in the areas of quality assurance,
national qualifications frameworks
and recognition of qualifications as
well as caiiing for the easing of visa

restrictions:

1) to support co-operation between the
ENIC’s (Nationa/[n][ormation Centres
on recognition and moZJi/il‘y) with a
view to faci/itating recognition of
qua/iﬂcations 0/[ both students and
academic staff in the region. They reaf-
firmed the Council of Europe/UNESCO
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Recognition Convention as the basis
for this work, and underlined the impor-
tance 0][ assessing qua/iﬁcations on the
basis of their learning outcomes and
merits. leey furtl;er underlined their
intention to use the National Action
Plans on Recognition as a basis ][or co-

operation.

2) to promote quality development within
I/ziglzer education institutions as well as
external qua/ify assurance in line with

the European Qua/fty Assurance
Standards adopted by Ministers of the

Bologna Process in Bergen in 2005.
leey will seek to ][urtZzer stimulate
regional co-operation in order to ensure
the Zzigllest possiZJ/e qua/ity standards,
including regular meetings of the heads
of quality assurance bodies and through
the establishment o][ networks o][ experts.

3)in view of fulfilling their obligation,
undertaken in the Bergen Communiqué
of 2005, to establish national qualiﬁ'—
cations frameworles Ly 2010 and to
make these compatib/e with the ove-
rarching framework of qualifications of
the European Higlzer Education Area,
Ministers undertake to have an ongoing

co-operation and slzaring o)[ experiences

in the development of their national
frameworks, possibly through a regional

][orum on qua/iﬁcations frameworks.

4) to stimulate the development of joint
degrees involving two or more higher
education institutions from the region,
in particular with a view to drawing on
the particu/ar strengtlzs 0/[ cach institu-
tion;

5) to give regional higher education co-ope-
ration impetus through the organisation

0/[ meetings at expert Jevel.

The Ministers further recognise the impor-
tance of this work in order to ensure maxi-
mum mobility of students and academic
staﬁ[.

At the same time, they call upon their fellow
Ministers of Education in all countries party
to the Bologna Process to raise the issue of
facilitating the granting o][ visas, work
and residence permits and social security
protection ][or students and sta][f engagea(
in academic mol;i/ity, and tlzey undertake
to do the same with their respective govern-

ments.

The Ministers underline that the European
Higlzer Education Area cannot be fu”y
implemented unless unnecessary obstacles

to mo])i/ity are removed.

Fo”ow—up

It is hoped that these conclusions will
be used as the political basis for the
future work not only of the Council of
Europe and the countries of the Western
Balkans, but also by donors worlzing in
hig}ler education in the Western
Balkans.

Concrete measures being considered for
the first half of 2007 include I)ringing
together directors of quality assurance
agencies from the Western Balkans as
well as the organisation of workshops

on qualification frameworks.

See www.coe.}lig}lere(lucation for full

&etails of the conference.

Contact:
Sarah Keating

sarah.lzeating @coe.int

Informal conference of Ministers of Eclucation {rom

the new countries in the Bologna process

Ministers of Education from Armenia,
Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine met at
the Council of Europe Headquar’cers n
Strasbourg on 12 and 13 December 2006
with the oLjective of stepping up
reforms of their higher education sys-
tems and to prepare jointly for the
Ministerial conference of the Bologna
Process to be held in London on
17 and 18 May 2007.

In his address to the Ministers, Mr Terry

Davis, Secretary General of the Council
of Europe, said: ‘the effect of education

on political attitudes is not easy to

measure, but I strongly believe that it
creates the foundation of a democratic
society. Democratic institutions are
crucial, but education is a main factor
in cleveloping and maintaining the
democratic culture that makes these

T . .
institutions work in practice.

By acﬂlering to the Bo]ogna Process in
2008, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia,
Moldova and Ukraine joine(l the far-
reaching European reform process,
which is targetecl towards creating a
European Higher Education Area
that will provitle Europe with a broad,

high—quality and advanced 12nowlec1ge

Lase and ensure the further clevelopment

of Europeasa sta]sle, peace{'ul and tolerant

community.

The conference gave an opportunity for
the ministers to share common experien-
ces and touch upon some key areas in

higher education reforms.



EJ,]couraging progress

n ]1ig|1er education reforms

The countries showed encouraging
examples of progress in reforms. In fact,
the delegation of Azerbaijan could not
be present dueto important discussions
on the Law on Education in their
country. Georgia advanced in ensuring
quality in higher education by reducing
the number of accredited institutions
and cracking down on corruption, as
well as introducing a student-loan
system. Moldova has set an example
by estahlishing a })ilingual Diploma
Supplement and is also making good
progress in other areas of higher edu-
cation reform. The introduction of a
credit transfer system this year })y
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Ukraine will
contribute to the increased mo})ility of
students and easier recognition of the

periods of stucly abroad.

WOIIQ allead

Acknowledging that there is still pro-
gress to be made, the Ministers stressed
the need to step up reforms of higher
education systems, further developing
the quality of higher education, advan-

cing work on qualifications frameworks

Final Conference on

and curriculum reform and paying more
attention to social dimension in higher

education.

lenowle(lge and the rigllt of students to
education shoul& not suHer }Jecause of

political disagreements.

From left to right: Levon Mkrtchyan, Minister of Education and Science of Armenia, Ambassador Eleanora Petrova-Mitevska,
Permanent Representative af the former Yugos/av repul?/ic 0][ Macedonia to the Council o][ Em’ope and Chair u][ the GR-C;
Drry Davis, Secretary General o][ the Council a][ FEurope; Viorela Ma/dovan-Bafﬁnac, Deputy Minister 0][ FEducation and Youth,
Moldova; Alexander Lomaia, Minister of Education and Science of Georgia; Stanislav Nikolaienko, Minister of Education and

Science of Ukraine

Recognising the importance of mobi-
lity for students and staff, they ack-
nowletlged progress in their countries
in visa proceclures and called upon their
fellow Ministers of Education in all
countries party to the Bologna Process
to raise the issue of {acilitatillg the gran-
ting of visas, work and residence permits

and social security protection.

The ministers pointed out that the
work of students and staff to foster the

&evelopment and dissemination of

Recognising the need for more co-ope-
ration and the exchange of experience
between themselves, the ministers pointecl
to the Black Sea co- operation as a fra-

mework conducive to

further co- -operation ’
on lzey hlgher et].uca— |
tion goa

Contact:
Katia Dolgova-Dreyer
lzatia.clolgova—clreyer @ coe.int

“Intercultural (lialogue tllrougll

education: Listory teaclﬁng , 1anguage-ec1ucation policies,
teaclling about historical and cultural bases of world religions"

At an event which signa”e(l the end of
a two-year interdisciplinary project
within the Joint Programme between
the European Commission and the
Council of Europe in the Russian
Federation (Russia VIII), 40 history
educators from 20 regions of Russia,
including a olelegation from Chec}lnya,
met in Moscow on 9 and 10 November
2006 to identify the most efficient
methods for teaching about cultural

cliversity in schools.

The conference was opened by Mr Gabriele
Mazza, Director of School, Out-of-School
and Higher Education, on behalf of the

Opening of the Canference

Council of Europe. Ms Larisa Efremova,
Deputy Head of the International Relations
Department, Ministry of Education and
Science of the Russian Federation, read
a welcome letter from Minister Andrey
Fursenko, in which he highlighted the
importance of the project and appreciated
the results achieved.

Over a two-year period, 15 activities
had taken place in9 regions of Russia,
uniting the efforts of about 800 local

Education Newsletter 5
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The Council o][ Europe's expert de/egatian: ][ram /eﬁ to the right: Mr Ro/][ Scharer, Switzerland: Mr ]olm Hamer,
United Kingdom; Dr Anna Halsall, United Kingdom; Ms Fiona Kennedy, Council of Europe.

educators and their co“eagues from

Germany, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

For the first time, the project was based
on an interdisciplinary approach com-

I)ining the three complementary areas

of history teaching, language-education
policies and teaching about the historical

and cultural bases of world religions.

The participants develope& practical
gui(lelines for all educational professio-

nals, inclucling regional authorities, initial

and in-service teacher training institu-
tions, authors of standards and text-
l)oolzs, as well as teachers. They hope that
these guidelines will help to integrate
mechanisms of intercultural dialogue in
the educational process providing edu-
cators with methodological information
and helping pupils to acquire the skills
needed to live in a

multicultural society.

Contact:
Tatiana Milko

tatiana.milko @ coe.int

History teac}ling activities of the Council of Europe
in Cyprus 2005-2006

The Council of Europe began its work
on history teaching in Cyprus in July
2003 and has now been carrying out

activities for more than three years.

Foﬂowing a request Ly Cypriot llistory
educators, a two-year programme of co-
operation was established to focus on
practical methodological issues aimed
at promoting intercultural dialogue
through the teaching and learning of
history.

Three teacher-training activities brought
togetl‘ner about 400 history educators

from all Cypriot communities in Nicosia.

History—teaching specialists from
Austria, Germany, Por‘fugal, Serbia and
the United King(lom share d their expe-
rience with Cypriot coﬂeagues on how
different historical sources could be
used when teaching history in schools;
how to apply interactive methods; how
to train such pupil skills as tolerance,
open—mindedness, respect for others;
how to reflect cultural diversity so that

pupils may understand it as an enriching

r

COUNCIL
OF EUROPE

factor that can help them live in a multi-

cultural environment.

These activities were developed in
accordance with the ideas reflected in
the Action Plan a&optecl at the Third
Summit of Heads of State and
Government (Warsaw, May 2005),
which stated that: “Ihe Council O][ Europe
will enhance all opportunities ][or the trai-
ning 0][ educators, in the ﬁelds o][ education

for democratic citizenship, human rights,

lzistory and intercultural education”.

New ][eatures 0][ co-operation

and t/w resu/ts ac/qievev[

The Council of Europe’s main partner
was once again the Association for
Historical Dialogue and Research, the
only non-governmental organisation in
Cyprus, which l)rings together }ﬁstory edu-
cators from all communities. However,
this time the activities received strong
additional support from all teacher tra-
de unions across the divide, strengthe-
ning links with practising teachers.
Their Secretaries General were involved

in the preparation of all activities.

The activities had a direct impact on
the participants’ school work, increasing
the popularity of worlzslqops among
Cypriot history educators. The results
of the analysis of questionnaires showed
that 879 of the participants considered
that the activities had provi(lecl them
with valuable information that could be
used in their everyday work. A teHing



fact was that the organisers of the
December seminar received more then
500 applications from representatives
of all communities wisiling to partici-

pate in this activity.

New topics were discussed: for the first
time the June worizsiiops were based on
themes from the sociai, cultural and eve-
ryday history of Cyprus. The creative
work of Cypriot history educators on
these topics will serve as a basis for

pro&ucing set of pedagogicai materials.

A new format for the animating teams
was introduced: for the first time, works-
i’lOpS were led Ly mixed teams of trainers
inciuding representatives of the different
Cypriot communities as well as trainers

from other European countries.

For the first time eigi’it youngsters from
the two main Cypriot communities repre-
senting the Dove Qiympic Movement,
aiong with their two teachers, took part
in the seminar in December 2006, adding

a new dimension to the discussions.

Further steps

cmc] a’eve/opments

All the participants agreed that the
Council of Europe’s history teaching
activities in Cyprus over the last two
years have been of great importance, as
tiley had provi(ieti a unique opportu-
nity for specialists from all communi-
ties to work togetiler on the cleveiopment
of new teaciling methods c].esignecl to
motivate young peopie to communi-

cate peaceiuiiy with representatives of

different cultures, reiigions and iinguis—

tic groups on a basis of a (iiaiogue.

Incieecl, the achievements of 2006 have
pave& the way for anew three—year pro-
ject on iiistory teaching in Cyprus for
which the European Commission has
provi(iecl a (ieveiopment grant of one
million euros. The 2007-2009 project
will be the iogicai continuation of pre-
vious co-operation, enai)iing educators
from all Cypriot communities to take
part in teacher-training activities and
start work on the set of pe(iagogicai
materials on the sociai, cultural and

everyday history of Cyprus.

Contact:
Tatiana Milko

tatiana.milko @ coe.int

Pestalozzi European Modules for Trainer Training
Pilot pilase 2006/2007

The Action Plan of the Third Summit
of Heads of State and Government of
the Council of Europe commits the
Organisation to enhancing all oppor-
tunities for the training of educators, in
the fields of education for democratic
citizenship, human rights, iiis’cory
education, intercultural education and

education for cultural and iinguistic

diversity.

The European modules for training
trainers compiement the existing acti-
vities of the Council of Europe for the
training of education professionals.
They all contribute to building a more
humane and inclusive Europe througii

action in education.

The Pestalozzi European modules for
trainer training are understood as the
start of a casca(iing process: trainers

trained through this programme shall

train others in their turn; training mate-

rials developed will be made available

for use by othersin a variety of contexts.

The modules provicie an opportunity for
trainers to excilange and reflect on trai-
ning practice and training experience,
to share, test and criticaHy review trai-
ning materials, to pilot and further
cleveiop the materials as well as to
contribute in the medium and 1ong term
to an open-source Council of Burope

body of training materials.

The first two series of modules on the
topics of “Education for democratic
citizenship and human rights” and
“Intercultural education” were launched
in October and November 2006 at the
European Youth Centre of the Council
of Europe.

Since then, participants in these
networks have been further (ieveioping
and testing training material in their
national contexts. Tiieywili meet again
in May/June 2007 to exchange their
experiences and finalise the training
materials. The Council of Europe has
provicie(i on-line Worizing piatiorms to
support this process of collaborative
work. Selected training materials will
be made available to the interested
public via the new web platform of the
Pestalozzi Programme, which is cur-

rentiy under construction.

Preparations for a further two series of
modules, due to ]aegin in late 2007, are

under way.

Contact:
]osef Huber
josei.iiuiaer@coe.int

Heélene Schmidt
helene.schmidt @ coe.int
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Intergovernmental Forum: The Commc
Languages and the (levelopment of 1ang11ag
Strasloourg, 6 -
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The Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEFR) was deve-
1opec1 i)y the Language Poiicy Division

with a view to promoting quality, trans-
parency an(i coiierence in ianguage iear—
ning and teaching in Europe. Published
in 2001, the European Year of Languages,
the Framework has since been translated
into 36 languages (including non-Buropean
languages) and has been successful

i)eyoncl all expectations.

Six years later, this Intergovernmentai
Forum organisecl by the Language Policy
Division in co-operation with France
and The Nether]ands, which both made
substantial contributions in terms of

expertise and itlli(iilig, provi(iecl an

opportunity to take stock of the liuge
impact the CEFR has made on educa-
tion in Europe. Despite the imposecl
iimitations, the Forum welcomed 230
participants from not oniy the member
states, but also from Cana(ia, the United
States of America, Japan and China.

Mr Terry Davis, Secretary General of
the Council of Europe, and Ms Mady
Deivaux—steiires, Minister of National
Education and Vocational Training of
Luxembourg, openecl the Forum. The
French Minister of National Eclucation,
Higher Education and Research was repre-
sented at the opening session by Mr Marc
Foucauit, Director of European and
International Relations and Co-operation,

and the European Commission by

Mr Harald Hartung, Head of Unit
‘Muitilingualism Policy’

The Forum was dedicated to Professor
John L. M. Trim, former Director of
Council oi Europe Moclern Language
Projects.

The Forum in relation to the

Council of Burope’s priorities

The Language Policy Division's medium-

term programme ‘Language Policies for

Democratic Citizenship and Social
Inclusion’ (2006-2009) provides a
J[‘oilow—up to the priorities established
i)y the Heads of State and Government.

[ts current activities include the deve-
ioprnent of European standar(i—setting
and other instruments to promote social
inclusion , intercultural dialogue, human
rights and democratic citizenship through
ianguage education. The Division assists
member states in the renewal of poiicies
for these purposes and is involved in
education poiicies for national/official
and minority iangua,ges as well as foreign
ianguages. It has recentiy launched a
new project to cleveiop poiicies and
European reference standards for com-
petence in the ianguages of school edu-
cation, with a speciai focus on policies

for (iisa(ivantage(i and migrant children.

What is the CEFR?

The CEFR is a comprehensive reference
tool that provides poiicy makers and
professionals with European standards
for ianguage competence that contri-

bute to quaiity n teacliing, iearning and

assessment. [t contains a (iescriptive

scheme for using and 1earning ]angua—
ges, ancl 1eve1s oi ianguage competence
for the various parameters defined
within its pages. Among other things,
the CEFR contains a scale divided into
six ascending levels of competence,
drawn up on the basis of the results of

a Swiss National Science Research

Council project, which facilitates the

comparison and mutual recognition of

1anguage qua.iifications in Europe. These
standards can be a(iapte(i to local and
regionai contexts for use in (ie{ining
curriculum objectives, teaciling guicle—

lines and assessment.

The ol)jectives of the Forum

The aim of the Forum was to identify
the needs of member states with regar(l
to the CEFR, possii)ie future action and
how responsi]oiiities must be shared. The
principles and approach of the CEFR

are now wideiy accepteti and used all



m European Framework 0][ Re][erence ][or

Je po]icies: cha]lenges and 1~e5ponsi1)i]ities ,

 February 2007

over Europe, an(], even })eyond. The

European Commission is currently
developing a Buropean Indicator of
Language Competence, which it has
clearly stated will be based on the CEFR.
Europass, a European Commission ini-
tiative aimed at malzing competences
and qualifications more visible and

encouraging mobility in Burope, uses

the CEFR standards in its Europass
Curriculum Vitae and Buropass Language
Passport, the latter heing a part of the
Buropean Language Portfolio developed by
the Council of Europe’s Language Policy
Division. According to the statistics
supplied ljy the European Commission,
the CEFR language proficiency scale
has been used in three million Europass

documents &Llring its first two years.

The Forum served to highlig}lt the key

role of language education policy as an
integral part of social policy clesignecl to
promote an in clusive democratic society
that values linguistic and cultural diver-
sity, and promotes equal opportunities

for quality li{elong language 1earning
for all.

Initial conclusions

The Forum made it possihle to iden-
tify the needs that have arisen out of
the widesprea(l introduction of the
CEFR and to examine the crucial
question of the member states’ co-res-
ponsi]aility towards one another as well
as the respective roles of the member
states and the Council of Europe, in
(lealing adequately with these needs. In
addition, it drew attention to the real
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implica’cions of using the CEFR l)y pla—
cing it in the context of the Council of

Europe’s 1zey values.

The participants also suggeste(l measu-
res to be taken to ensure that the full
potential of the CEFR is exploite(l in

the promotion of plurilingualism anda

learner-centred approach to education
with a view to JL‘ostering social cohesion

and participatory &emocracy.

This list of measures should also set out
the responsibilities of the various par-
tners at all levels and could serve as the
basis for a possi]ale Recommendation
l)y the Committee of Ministers to the
Member States on the mutual respon-
sibilities involved in using this common

reference too].

The CEER (with links to the various lan-

guage versions), the Forum programme and
other relevant documents are available on

Iine at: www.coe.int/ lang.

1. The Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages

2. Terry Davis, Secretary General of the Council of Europe

3. Gabriella Battaini-Dragoni, Director General of Education,
Culture and Heritage, Youth and Sport of the Council of
Furope

4. Herald Hartung, Head of Unit ‘Mullnguahism Policy” of the
FEuropean Commission

5. Francis Goulker, Rapporteur

0. Plenary session in the Assembly Chamber in the Palais de
[Burope

7. Mady Delsaux-Stehres, Minister for National Education and
the Vocational Training, Luxembourg

8. Marc Foucault, Representative of the Minister of National
Ea’umtfon, Hig}:er FEducation and Research, France

0. John Trim, Former Director of Modem Languages Projects

10. European Language Portfolio Models

Contact:

]oseph Sheils
joseph.sheils @coe.int
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Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human

Rights: the network of coordinators

It has often been said that the EDC/
HRE project would not exist without
the national coordinators. The EDC/
HRE coordinators did a wonderful joi)
in their countries c],uring the 2005
European Year of Citizenship through

Education. Their role will be even more

important to ensure the sustaina]aiiity

of EDC/HRE in the years to come.

10th meeting of EDC/HRE coordinators in Brussels,
November 2000

So, who are those people? Tiiey are the
contact persons in member states offi-
cially appointed to deal with the EDC/
HRE project. They provide the link
between the education ministries, the

expert groups dealing with the project

and the CoE Secretariat of the EDC/
HRE Division. Most of them work in
the education ministry or some other
institution related to the ministry in
their country, but some are university

proiessors or peopie worizing for NGOs.

What do tiiey do for EDC/HRE? The

main roles and responsibilities of the

coordinators include:

* ensuring that CoE information on
EDC/HRE is disseminated natio-
nally;

. i)ringing togetiier national sectors
involved in EDC/HRE (primary,
secon(ia,ry, vocational, , universities,
teacher training, youtii activities,
community ievei, adult e(iucation,
CoE national liaison oiiicers,
etc.). tilrougil, for examp]e, worizing
groups, networ]zing, common

events;

* striving towards prac’cicai and sus-
tainable appiication of EDC/HRE

in their countries;

* Loi)i)ying for EDC/HRE ,e.8. t}lroug}i
iunclraising, writing articles and
contributions for education j ournals
and newsietters; for the inclusion

of EDC/HRE in curriculum and

educational reforms.

The coordinators establish EDC/HRE
networks within their countries, support

and coordinate specific EDC/HRE

worizing groups, and organise activities

linked to the sui)ject. Tiiey izeep the
Council of Europe well informed of any
ciianges related to EDC/HRE in their
countries and update their country pro-
file sheet which can be found on the
website of the EDC/HRE Division

(www.coe.e(ic).

Tiley often act as experts for the Council
of Europe in the field, sometimes ]3y
contril)uting expertise on EDC/HRE to
seminars and conferences in other
member states. T}iey are now a group of
peopie who know each other well enougii
to exchange expertise and knowiedge

reguiariy.

The EDC/HRE coordinators network
was setup in 2001. Tiiey meet twice a year
at the invitation of the various countries:
their 10th meeting was held in November
2006 in Brussels, at the invitation of the
French Community of Beigium. The next
meeting will be held in Strasi)ourg in
spring 2007.

Contact:
Olaf Olafsdsttir
EDC@coe.int

Quality Assurance and Education for Democratic

Citizenship in Schools

On 9 and 10 November 2006, a symposium on the

“Implementation of the Tool for Quaiity Assurance
of EDC in Schools” was held in Frankfurt i)y the
German Institute for International Educational
Research (DIPF), with a contribution from the
German Foundation “Remembrance and Future”
and with the support of the Council of Europe.

The “Tool for Quaiity Assurance of Education
for Democratic Citizenship in Schools” was
pul:)lisiie(i jointiy i)y UNESCO, the Council of
Europe and the Centre for Educational Poiicy
Studies (Ljubljana) in 2005 and has since been

translated into A”oanian, Azeri)aijani, Bulgarian, French,

Tool for Quality Assurance
of Eduration for
Dsmocraths Citigraship

s Sehsals
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Polish, Romanian and Ukrainian ianguages. The Tool intro-

duces Quality Assurance of EDC as a compre-
hensive system of evaluation of democratic
culture of schools (e.g. tiirougi'i inspections and
seii-evaiuation), and school deveiopment
pianning and impiementation, based on a
participatory approaci'i. Quaii’cy Assurance is seen
as a powerful tool for promoting democratic
governance, as well as for improving educational

periormance.

The symposium was part of the Foundation’s

initiative to promote use of the Tool in Belarus,

Estonia, Litiiua,nia,, Latvia, Polan(i., Russia, Siovalzia,



the Czech Repui)iic, and Ukraine: the countries that the
Foundation focuses on as tiiey suffered most Liuring the
German occupation. An expert from Israel also took partin

this work, and made a very interesting contribution.

The participants in the symposium included authors of the
Tooi, representatives of UNESCO and the European
Commission, and experts in the field of education and qua-
lity assurance. The main objective was to facilitate the deve-

iopment of proposais on how to use and promote the Tool.

Some participants suggested that the Tool — in its present
form — should be incorporate(i into Jr‘unctioning evaluation
systems. Others felt that the Tool needed to be adapteci to
national contexts first. Yet another opinion was that the Tool

should be compiementeci with: 1)a collection of exampies of
questionnaires/evaiuation and self-evaluation methods; 2)
exampies of goocl practice in QA in EDC; 3) practicai gui-
delines for various target audiences. These proposais will be
followed up in the Council of Europe’s “Learning and Living
Democracy for All” Programme of Activities 2006-20009.

The conclusions of the symposium will be pul)iisiie(i jointiy i)y
the Council of Europe and DIPF in the course of 2007.

Contact:

Yulia Pererva

yulia.pererva @ coe.int

Regional European Meeting on the World Programme
for Human Rights Education

A Regional European Meeting on the
World Programme for Human Rights
Education, organised by the Council of
Europe in co-operation with UNESCO
and the Office of the UN Higii
Commissioner for Human Rights, will
be held in Strasbourg on 5-6 November
2007. The European Commission,
the OSCE Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights and
other international institutions will be

invited to contribute to this event.

The aim of the conference is to assist
the Council of Europe member states

in implementing the Plan of Action for

the first phase of the World Programme
for Human Rights Education. The
Programme, which was prociaime(i i)y
the General Assemi;]y of the United
Nations in 2004, is structured around

an ongoing series of phases. The first
phase focuses on primary- and secon-
dary—sciiooi systems. The Plan of Action
for this piiase envisages the ioliowing
stages: the analysis of the current situa-
tion of i-iuman-rig]its education in pri-
mary- and secondary-school systems,
the (ieveioprnen’c of a national impiemen -
tation strategy, the implementation and
monitoring of imrnan—rigixts education
activities, an (i, fin aiiy, their evaluation.
The Plan of Action acknowledges that
the situation differs from country to
country and underlines that “realistic
goais and means for action need to be
established in accordance with a country’s
context, priorities and capacity, and

based on previous national efforts”

The participants in the meeting will be
the officials from the 46 Council of

Europe member states involved in the
national impiementation of the Plan of
Action at decision-making and executive
level. Representatives of international
institutions, civil society and foundations
active in the field will also be invited.
An on-line iorm, which will be accessible
on the Council of Europe website, will
allow international NGOs to apply for
participation. The selection will be made
on the basis of the NGO’s role and
experience in the promotion and deve-
iopment of imrnan-rigiits education. It

is expected that between 150 and 300
participants will attend the meeting.

Further information
www.coe.int/ecd.

Contact:
Yulia Pererva

yuiia.pererva @ coe.int

Higher Education Reform in Bosnia and Herzegovina

The second joint project between the
European Commission and the Council
of Burope for iligiier education in Bosnia
and Herzegovina (BiH) marked its mid-
way pointin September 2006. The pro-
ject provides major support to the BiH
authorities in reforming their higher
education system in accordance with the
Bologna Process. Three areas are tar-

geteci: quaiity assurance, a qualifications

framework and recognition of clegrees

and stuciy periods.

To ensure ownership, consultation and
gui(iance i)y the relevant stakeholders
in BiH, a Steering Board forms an inte-
gral part of the project. The board is
co-chaired i)y the Minister of Civil
Aiiairs, the Ambassador of the European
Commission Deiegation to BiH and the
Speciai Representative of the Secretary

General of the Council of Europe in
BiH or the Director of Bducation.
Other board members include the two
entity ministers of education and the
rectors of all pui)iic universities in BiH.
At its second meeting in Septemi)er
2006, the Steering Board reviewed pro-
gress, decided upon mechanisms to
improve co-operation between institu-
tions and approveci the revised work

pian.
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The results of the meeting show that
work is already ahead of schedule:
the BiHl National Action Plan for
Recognition, drawn up ]oy the iligi'liy
committed worizing group members and
external experts, was approvecl lay the
Steering Board and forwarded to the
Bologna and Lisbon Recognition
Convention Secretariats. Synergies are
also i)eing created with complementary
initiatives in higiier-eciucation reform,
inciu(iing a TEMPUS project, and with
the Austrian Development Agency. A
clynamic and committed project team
in the CoE Sarajevo office ensures the

smooth running of the project.

The results will be widely cited in BiH’s
country report, which will be presented

at the Ministerial Conference in London,

May 2007. A final conference, scheduled
for June 2007, will also i’ligi’liigi’lt the
final results of the project and provi(ie an
opportunity to ensure the continuation
of iiigiier education reform in BiH. See

www.coe.ba/ hig}iereclncation.

Gabriele Mazza, Director of Education, Council of Europe;
Sa][et Halilovié, Minister for Civil A]%irs, BiH;

Michael Humphreys, European Commission
Ambassador to Bill.

Contact:
Sarah Keating

saraii.ieeating @ coe.int

Flash info

*  Makingthe European Higher Education Area a reality:
the role of students

What is the role of students and student organisations in
a(ivancing the iiigiier education reform process in Europe?
How can students participate in iiigiier education governance
in the best possible way? What about the social dimension of
higher education? How can student mobility contribute to
the Boiogna Process? What is the role of the iearning envi-
ronment in quaiity iearning, which is a izey ingretiient of the

genuine European Higiier Education Area?

International Seminar at the Peoples’ Frienship University,
Moscow, 2 and 3 november 2000

These were among the izey themes addressed l)y the
International Seminar organised jointly by the Council of
Europe and the Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia
under the Russian Ciia,irmansiiip of the Council of Europe and
held in Moscow on 2 and 3 November 2006. This seminar

was attended i)y some 90 representatives of university staff

and students from all over Europe.

The participants in the International Seminar have sent their

conclusions to the next Boiogna Ministerial conierence, which

will take place in London in May 2007.

The seminar documents are available on line at: www.coe.
int/iiigiier—eciucation and will soon be published as part of the
Higher Education series.

* Indicators for active citizenship

The 3rd meeting of a research network on indicators for
active citizenship was held in Brussels, 31 January - 2 February.
The meeting was organiseci in the framework of a research
project “Active Citizenship for Democracy” cleveiope(i i)y the
European Commission Centre for Research on Lifelong
Learning (CRELL) in co-operation with the Council of
Europe. A report presenteci at the meeting suggests possii)ie
indicators for active citiZensiiip and analyses the country
results pro<iuce(i. The report can be consulted at the CRELL
website. The next step will be to prepare a report on indicators
for education and training for active citizenship. In the short-
term perspective, the work on indicators is based on the existing
surveys. At the same time, a proposai on “ideal” indicators is
i)eing (ieveiopecl, in view of possii)ie future cleveiopments in

various data sources.



Publications

Crossroads of European histories:
multiple outlooks on ﬁve ]eey moments in
the history ofEurope, Council o][ FEurope,
December 2000

ISBN: 978- 92-871-6031-7

Crossroads
of European histories

ma

The heritage of European universities —
2nd edition, Nuria Sanz and Sjur Bergan
(e(ls.) Council of Europe higher education
series No. 7, Council of Europe, December
2006

ISBN 10: 92-871-6121-6

ISBN 13:978-92-871-6121-5

The heritage of
European universities

2nd edition

History education
in Eura

History education in Europe: Ten years

of co-operation between the Russian

Federation and the Council o_r[ Europe,
Council of Europe, October 2006
(Translated into Russian)

HCTOPHHECKOE
OBFAIOBAHNE B EBPONE

Tool for Quality Assurance of
FEducation for Democratic Citizenship in
Schools pul)lishe(l jointly })y UNESCO,
the Council of Burope and the Centre
for Educational Policy Studies
(Ljubljana) in 20085 is now available also
n Aﬂ)anian, Azer})aijani, Bulgarian,
French, Polish, Romanian and Ukrainian
languages: http://www.coe.int/EDc

Tool for Quality Assurance
of Education for
Democratic Citizenship

in Schools
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The 2007 catalogue presents over
1200 books and electronic pro-
ducts in all the sul)ject areas lin-
ked to the cooperation develope&
between the 46 member states and
especiaﬂy pul)lications on educa-

tional matters.

Further information
are available at :
http://book.coe.int
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Calendar of events - non exhaustive

January

9-13, Nottingham,
United Kingdom

15-16, Strasl)ourg,

France

25-2 7, Zagreb,

European Worlzshops of “Pestalozzi” Programme:
CoE 2007-01.0 : The use of ICT in developing
teaching and leaming

Contact: Heélene Schmidt

Expert meeting on Policies and Practices for
Teaching Socio-Cultural Diversity
Contact: Villano Qiriazi

European Wor]zshops of “Pestalozzi” Programme:

Croatia CoE 2007-02.0:The Holocaust: History and
Memory
Contact: Hélene Schmidt

Fe])]fual,‘y

5-6, Straslmurg,

France

23 — 24, Paris,
France
28 — 1 March,

Strasl)ourg, France

Ad hoc consultative group for the preparation of
the 22nd session of the Standing Conference of
European Ministers of Education

Contact: Carole Reich

Meeting of the group of experts on the Languages
of Education and Social Inclusion

Contact: Language Policy Division

Meeting on the linguistic aspects of the integration
of adult immigrants

Contact: Language Policy Division

l\Ial‘Cll e
2, Strasbourg,

France

4-6, Vienna, Austria

5-6, Strasl)ourg,

France

Co-ordination meeting for the preparation of a
consultation seminar on the Curriculum framework
for teaclling Romani

Contact: Language Policy Division

European Worl?slmps of “Pestalozzi” Programme:
CoE2007-03.0: Zeitzeug/innen desNationalsozialismus
berichten”

Contact: Carole Reich

Co-ordination meeting on languages of schooling
and the follow-up to the Policy Forum on the
CEFR

Contact: Language Policy Division

March (continued)

12-14, Strasbourg,

F‘rance

17-21, Nicosia, Cyprus

20, Sheffield,
United Kingdom

Plenary Session of the Steering Committee for
Education
Contact: Villano Qiriazi

European Worlesl'lops of “Pestalozzi” Programme:
CoE 2007-04.0 :The Ancient Greek Drama as
an educational tool for building a more humane,

contemporary Europe

Contact: Hélene Schmidt

Development of a Language Education Policy
Profile,
Contact visit: Language Policy Division

April
2-6, Aosta Valley,
Ita]y

12-13, Strasl)ourg,

France

23-24, Strasl)ourg,

France

23-25, Helle,

Germany

24, Yerevan, Armenia

24-2 7, Hamrun, Malta

Language Education Policy Profile: Aosta VaHey
- Shuly visit of the Council of Europe experts group
Contact: Language Policy Division

11th meeting of EDC/HRE coordinators

Contact: Yulia Pererva

Expert meeting on Policies and Practices for
Teacl'ling Socio-Cultural Diversity
Contact: Villano Qiriazi

European Workshops of “Pestalozzi” Programme:
CoE 2007-05.0: Syndrome des globalen Wandels
als facheriiber-reifendes Unterrichtskonzept am
Beispiel des Braunleo}lletagel)aus in Sachsen-Anhalt”
Contact: Hélene Schmidt

Planning meeting for the development of the
Language Education Policy Profile of Armenia
Contact: Language Policy Division

European Workshops of “Pestalozzi” Programme:
CoE 2007-06.0: A route to Equality and Fairness

in school

Contact: Hélene Schmidt

* The titles u’/‘l/m European \\"br/es/mps held under the “Pestalozzi" Programme are given in the /anguaga in which the seminars are conducted.



Calenclar O£ events - non exhaustive — (continuea])

May
4-5, Istanbul,
Turkey

7-11, Avila, Spain

9-11, Lausanne,
Switzerland

15-16, Strashourg,

France

20-24, Donaueschingen,

Germany

21-28, Greece

23 - 24, Guildforg,
United Kingdom

31- 1 June, Strashourg,

France

22nd Session of the Standing Conference of
European Ministers of Education

Contact: Carole Reich

European Worlesl‘mps of “Pestalozzi” Programme:
CoE 2007-07.0 : Educacion para la Ciudadania
y Derechos Humanos®

Contact: Heélene Schmidt

European Workshops of “Pestalozzi” Programme:
CoE 2007-08.0: Cinéma et enseignement de
I'Histoire”

Contact: Hélene Schmidt

Meeting for the revision of the preliminary pi]ot
version of the Manual for Relating language exa-
minations to the CEFR

Contact: Language Policy Division

European Worlzs]lops of “Pestalozzi” Programme:
CoE2007-09.0: 115° Atelier européen: Apprendre
Thistoire de IAutre dans la salle de classe”
Contact: Carole Reich

Training for teachers of South East Europet:
religious diversity and intercultural education
Contact: Villano Qiriazi

3rd Meeting of experts on the Autobiogmplzy of
Intercultural Encounters

Contact: Language Policy Division

Seminar on a curriculum for the Romani ]anguage

Contact: Language Policy Division

June ...
5-7, Straslnourg,

France

13-15, Strasbourg,

France

1()—20, Bergen,
Norway

Meeting of the co-ordination group of the project
on Languages of School Education
Contact: Language Policy Division

15th meeting of the European Language Portfolio
Validation Committee
Contact: Language Policy Division

European Workshops of “Pestalozzi” Programme:
CoE2007-10.0: Teacl]ing intercultural mlclerstancling:
approaches and challenges
Contact: Helene Schmidt

June (conﬁnuec])
17 - 19, Bucharest,

Romania

18-20, Meissen,

Germany

25-29, Donaueschingen,

Germany

28-29, Paris, France

14th Joint Meeting of the ENIC and NARIC
Networks
Contact: Sjur Bergan

European Worlzsllops of “Pestalozzi” Programme:
CoE 2007-11.0: Es ist normal, verschieden zu sein”
Contact: Hélene Schmidt

European Worlzs]ﬂops of “Pestalozzi” Programme:
CoE 2007-12.0: 116th European Worlzs]lop:
New competences

Contact: Carole Reich

Meeting of the ad hoc group for the implementation
of the project “Education of Roma Children”
Contact: Aurora Ailincai

Septem])er
12-13, Strasl)ourg,

France

17-18, Paris,

France

20-21, Strasl)ourg,

Co-ordination meeting for the preparation of an
intergovernmental {OI]OW—HP C()n{erellce on
Languages of School Bducation (Prague, 8-10

November)
Contact: Language Po]icy Division

Joint Conference Council of Europe/UNESCO
“Access to quality education: the Roma children
and the transition from pre-school education to

primary school

Contact: Carole Reich

6th p]enary session of the CDESR

France Contact: Sjur Bergan

Autumn 2007 12th meeting of EDC/HRE coordinators
Contact: Olsf Olafsdottir

NOVeInl)el‘

5-6, Strashourg, Regional European Meeting on the World Programme

France for Human Righ‘cs Education (WPHRE), organised

8-10, Prague,
Czech Repuuic

20-21, Strasl)ourg,

France

in l)y the Council of Europe in co-operation

with UNESCO and the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Contact: Olsf Olafsdsttir

Follow-up Intergovernmental Conference:
“Languages of schooling : towards a framework for
Europe”

Contact: Language Policy Division

Launching conference of the new project: “The
University between humanism and market: redefining
its values and functions for the 21st century”

Contact: Sjur Bergan

* The titles u’/‘l/m European \\"br/cs/mps held under the “Pestalozzi" Programme are given in the /anguagu in which the seminars are conducted.
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European co-operation in education is a serious matter, but it can also be fun. From left to right: Srdjan Arnaut, Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina;
Claude Kieﬁ[er, Head o)[ the Education Department of the OSCE in BiH; Gabriele Mazza, Director of Ea[ucatian, Council of Europe; Sarah Keating, Education Co-ordinator for Bif,
Council of Europe; and Emir Adzovic, Education Officer, Council of Europe Mission to BiH

How to contact us

Come surf with us on http://www.coe.int and have access to information on a wide range of Council of Europe activities and
publications on education, culture and the cultural heritage.

All Education Directorate officials can be contacted by fax (+33 (0)3 88 41 27 06),
by post (c/o DG IV, Directorate of School, Out-of School and Higher Education,
Council of Europe, F - 67075 Strasbourg Cedex, France) or e-mail (name.surname@coe.int).

Books published by the Council of Europe can be ordered from Council of Europe Publishing:

Tel.: +33 (0)3 88 41 25 81 — Fax: +33 (0)3 88 41 39 10 — E-mail: publishing@coe.int — (website: http://book.coe.int)

Unless otherwise stated, illustrations are provided by the Council of Europe photographic and audiovisual department.

Opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily
reflect the official policy of the Council of Europe
or of its Secretariat.

Editorial and co-ordinating team: ~ Christopher Reynolds and Christiane Yiannakis

Fax: +33 (0)3 88 41 27 06
E-mail: Bulletin.Education@coe.int
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