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™\ Editorial

=2 © Symlm/s are an integra/ part 0][ human socrety. Tltey permeate our /ives, sena[ing out messages

I o][ which we are more or less conscious/y aware. lerouglzout lzistory, ][rom lzanalprints on
cave walls to the five linked rings of the Olympic Games, we have used them to tell others
who we are and what we do or what we beleve in. We emp/oy them to assert the various
facets of our individual identity, but also to show that we share a common interest with others.

The Council 0][ Europe’s best known symlvo/, the European f/ag, recent/y celebrated its fiﬁietlz anniversary.

|

F/ags are perlzaps the most universa//y recognisea] 0][ all symlvo/s, and like the two sides 0][ a comn tlzey can
represent opposites. They may indicate the limits of where it is safe to tread and where it is dangerous; for
some they may mark a rallying point while for others they may be a sign that they are not welcome; they
may be banners that stimulate and encourage us to work ][or a common cause, or tlzey may send out signa/s
of exclusion.

In their positive role, ][/ags lze/p us to Jejfine our ia/entity and ][ocus our e/[][orts creative/y to move ][orwarcl
together. But using symbols to convey identity inevitably involves the risk that they may be misinterpreted or
misused. Flags as national symbols can be, and often have been, used as a means of binding people’s will and
depriving them of their individuality. In his speech to the European Parliament in Strashourg on 17 January
1005, French President Francois Mitterrand warned “Le nationalisme, c'est la guerre” ( “Nationalism means
war’).

.. .(Continued page 2)

THE EUROPEAN FLAG

COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE _ DE L'EUROPE

www.coe.int Ceremony commemorating the 50th anniversary of the European f/ag, Straslwurg, 16 November 2005 (see alsoo page 13)
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The Council o][ Europe was established in the aﬂermaz‘ll o][ the second world war to

create an area 0][ peace, but we must never take that peace for granteal. In order to
sustain it we must build a European izjentity that enhances our national identities and
allows them to flourish while creating a common identity, a common societal project,
and lzope ][or the future. And whatever the obstacles or aiisappointments a/ong the

way, we must never give way to alesponalency. The stakes are ][ar too Zuglz

This is why the Council of Burope places such importance on education. Not only does
our Organisation strive to bring a Buropean dimension to education, opening new
vistas and establishing new links, but also to build a multicultural society based on
and respectfu/ o][ common values and norms. In order to /ay the spectres of the past

to rest, we must work towards a new European citizenslzip. The c/osing con][erence

of the “European Year of Citizenship through Education”, to be held in Sinaia,
Romania, in Apri/ 200@, should be seen not as a ][ina/ woml, but rather as a
blueprint for building the free and democratic society of tomorrow. Formal and

non-][orma/ education are essential partners in this, and the fortkcoming ‘Al
Different — All Bqual” campaign will certainly lay a few more bricks to the edifice. The
aim of the campaign, to which our Directorate will contribute, is to help young people
become aware of the importance of diversity, human rights and participation in their

Jai/y lives. It will be launched jointly ZJy the Council o/[ Europe’s Youth Directorate,
the Eumpean Commission and the European Youth Forum in June this year.

But Zveyonal the s/ogans and intentions, current events remind us o][ the hard terms
of the clza//enge ][acing all peop/e o][ gooal will. The recent controversy surrouna’ing the
caricatures of the Prophet Mohammed sheds light on the kind of dialogue we should
pursue. Time must not be wasted on well-intentioned posturing and platitudes: we
must embark upon the true and alifficu/t debate on our Zye/ie][s, on what is dear to us,
so that we can identify what is common and universal. Nor must we forget that this
dialogue is to be held against the background of the Convention for the Protection
0/[ Human Riglzz‘s and Pundamental Freezjoms, on which all the vahies 0/[ the Council
of Europe are founa]ea].

The Faro Declaration on the Council 0][ Europe’s Strategy for Deve/aping Intercultural
Dialogue’ emphasises the need for political vision and pledges support for the Council
of Europe’s continuing activities in the field of education. In so doing it recognises the
importance of the work alveady carried out by the Education Directorate in relation
to North-South co-operation and Buro-Arab dialogue, where it is at the spearhead
0][ e][][orts to promote exclzanges between Europe and her neiglz[youring countries
through joint projects and teacher training.

2000 promises to be a crucial year ][ar the Council 0][ Europe as a whole. It is an
opportunity to prove that it can make a c]lj[ference m terms 0][ internal European
societal c]eve/opment and Europe% contribution to a more humane world society.
The challenge is huge indeed, and it is inconceivable that our efforts to meet it
should not include a major educational component. For Zza/fa century now, the
Buropean flag has been the symbol of Burope's ambition and reality. Let education
be its standard-bearer.

Gabriele Mazza

1. C]osing Conference of the 50th Anniversary of the European Cultural Convention, 27-28
October 2005, Faro, Portuga].



Fo]low-up to the Third Summit: the role of 1anguages n fostering
intercultural dialog’ue and loui](ling an inclusive Burope

Oth International Seminar

on the European Language
Porl‘fo/fo, Moscow

The European Language Portfolio
(ELP) was developed to encourage
learner autnonomy and plurilin—
gualism in line with the Common
European Framework of Reference
for Languages (CEFR) The ELP has
enjoyed widespread success since the
first model was accredited in 2000:
seventy—three models are in use in
twenty-two countries and many others
are currently going through the pilot-

ing phase.

The 6th European seminar on the
European Language Portfolio, hosted
1)y Moscow State Linguistic University
{rom 29 Septemher to 1 Qctol)er
2005, provi(le(l a {o”ow—up to the
Third Summit of Heads of State and
Government, in particular through
the specific focus on fostering inter-

cultural &ialogue.

The seminar Legan by JL‘ocusing on the
ELP’s common European core, and
considering some of the challenges
pose(l l)y the clevelopment of ELPs for
younger learners. Participants then
reflected on the ELP’s role in sup-
porting the intercultural dimension
of language education, using a draft
version of the Autokiography of Key
Intercultural Experiences clevelopecl
for adolescents and adults })y the
Language Policy Division (see below).

The ELP seminar presentations brought
participants up to date with ELP
cleve]oprnents in the member states
and at European level. These included
an electronic (wel)—l)ased) ELP, a
transnational project to &evelop an
intercultural supplement to the ELP,
the ELP-related projects of the
European Centre for Mo&ern Languages
in Graz, and the European Union’s

around the European Language Port]fa/fo

Europass and its relation to the ELP.
In the closing session, pupils and
students from schools in the Moscow
area helpe(l their teachers to describe
and illustrate the impact that the ELP
has had on their 1anguage 1earning.

By common consent the Moscow sem-
inar was an outstanding success. Like
its preclecessors it has helpeol the
Language Policy Division and the ELP
Validation Committee to i(lentify
priorities for further oleveloprnent, and
these will help to determine the pro-
gramme of the 2006 European ELP
seminar, to be held in Lithuania from
28 to 30 Septem];)er. A full report on
the Moscow seminar is available on the

Council of Europe’s ELP web site

(www.coe.int/port{olio).

Autobiogmp/’zy 0][ Key
Intercultural Experiences

Conclusions from the Third Summit
of Heads of State and Government
of the Council of Europe in Warsaw
in 2005 emphasise the importance
of active involvement of citizens and
civil soclety in democratic processes
and of fostering a European i(lentity
through political, intercultural and
inter-religious dialogue. The concept
of dialogue is crucial and for it to be
successful, people need to think about
how tlley respond to ytlilcference', to
‘otherness’, and how ’chey interact with
people of other cultures and religions.

The Autol)iograplzy o][ Key Intercultural

Experiences is a tool for doing this.

The autobiography allows users to
describe, analyse and reflect on their
experience of otherness. Users are
invited to choose a 12ey experience —
a meeting with someone from a dif-
ferent country, a strilzing television
programme about other people’s way
of life, a visit to a different country.
Then, Ly noting their response to a
number of guicling questions, users first
describe the experience for themselves
and then think about how it affected
them, what they thought about it at
the time, how they think about it now
and what they have learnt from it.

. (continued page 10)
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Management of Cultural and Re]igious Diversity

Can/[erence on “Management o][ Cultural and Religious Diversity through Education’,

10-11 Octaéer, FElista, Russian Federation

A series of seminars and expert meet-
ings on Management of cultural and
religious diversity through education is
currently being conducted in the
Russian Federation. The main aim of
these activities is to look into the pos-
sibility of introducing a supplementary
course on the his’cory and cultures of
world religions in order to help school-
children become acquain’cecl with the
spiritual values of their neigh})ours of
different confessions. The Council of
Europe contributes l)y s}laring the
expertise it has accumulated in the
field of intercultural education and
interfaith dialogue with the Russian
education authorities so that they may
implement these concepts in the most
appropriate way. So far, six specific
activities have been carried out with
participants coming from as far afield
as Yakutsk to Elista and Nalchik, and
from Vladivostok to Saint Peters})urg
and Verkhoyansk.

The Russian experts explained that the
idea of interfaith &ialogue, although

tllrough Education

o i

|

relatively new in the Russian educa-
tion sphere, was attracting a great deal
of interest. The participants consid-
ered that understanding the values
and ethical practices of various reli-
gions £rom an early age woul(}. enaMe
a healthier soclety to be built.

National Ka/my]e Progymnasium

They emphasised that bringing up
children to be aware of the common
values that are characteristic of every
religion would not only help to com-
bat hatred born out of religious
extremism, but also to ﬁg]‘lt interna-

tional terrorism at its very roots.

According to the Federal Ministry

of Education and Science, recent

discussions within the Russian
Federation have revea]e(l the need to
introduce a specific course in this field.

u .
However, there are “more questions than

answers’. Russian educators are worried
about the methodology of teac}ling
such a su]aject ancl, above all, the

clevelopment of study materials.

Learning spiritual values together
Yet another problem is training staff:
as yet there are no quali{iecl teachers
of this su})ject and it is 1ilee1y to be
extremely difficult to find teachers
able to deal with the issue without
prejuclice. As one of the participants
pointed out, hatred does not stem
from children but from their parents,
who pass on the wrong values. In this
respect, teaching values that are
common to every religion and every
culture cannot fail to be beneficial to

future generations.

Contact:
Gennadiy Kosyak

genn a(liy.lzosyale @coe.int

“The new cha]lenge of intercultural education —
Re]igious cliversity and clialogue in Europe” 2002-2005

If religion is regar(le(l as a “cultural
phenomenon" in modern, secular soci-
eties, a number of questions arise in
a multicultural context. What impact

do moral and religious beliefs have in

the pu})lic sp}lere and in schools? How
can taking account of the religious
dimension of intercultural education
contribute to shaping an enlightened,

peace—loving form of citizenship open

to &ialogue between cultures? Is it
compatiMe with the increasingly sec-
ular nature and focus of contemporary
societies? What activities should be
promote(l in schools? What obstacles



and opportunities arise? What are the

potentiai roles and responsiiailities of
decision-makers and pro{essionals
active in the field? Which new
approaches can be identified for the
(ieveiopment of practicai resources for
teachers?

In 2002, the Steering Committee for
Education launched a three-year proj-
ect entitled The new clza//enge o][ inter-
cultural education — Re/igious zjiversity
and dialogue in Europe in order to seck
answers to these questions and make
intercultural and interfaith diaiogue
one of the main lines of oieveloprnent

of the intergovernmentai co-operation

pursued by Council of Europe mem-
ber states. The worizing group for the
project compriseci scientific experts
specialising in intercultural issues
and religious diversity, particularly
in schools, from various European
countries and Quebec. The project’s
ambition was to highlight the reli-
gious dimension of intercultural
education with the aim of fostering
intercultural and interfaith ciiaiogue,
iieiping to promote the principie of
gencier equaiity, contri]auting to the
establishment of harmonious, peaceful
relations within and between nations
and promoting the (ieveiopment of a

democratic society and culture.

The project will be complete(i i)y the
production of a guide for schools. This
gui(ie, on which work is airea(iy well
advanced, will include an analytical
stucly of the reiigious dimension of
intercultural eclucation, recommended
teaching approaches and examples of

gooti practice from all over Europe.

What distinguishes this initiative is
the innovative approach followed in
terms of both theory and practice. [t is
true that its foundations were laid i)y
the Council of Europe’s carlier activi-
ties to promote intercultural ciialogue.
However, it is in itself unique on

account of the speciiic view it takes of

reiigion as a component of culture.
Whereas educational projects iormeriy
situated the study of the major religions
in a historical context, teachers and
pupils totlay are invited to consider the
role those religions play in shaping the
values and practices of cultural com-
munities and to build ]ariciges between
communities. It is therefore only nat-
ural to perceive this project as “a major
contribution to the shared goals of
mutual un(i.erstan(iing, respect and
learning to live together”, to reiterate the
terms used by the European Ministers

of Education at their conference in

Athens in 2003.

The members of the worieing group
hope that this project, which embraces
the Council of Europe’s fundamental
values, will open up a new avente for
iostering peace, democracy and a
shared sense of citizenship among the
member states, and provicie a practical
tool and anaiyticai resource for all
teacher trainers, researchers and teach-

ers tiiemselves.

Contact:
Villano Qiriazi

viilano.qiriazi @coe.int

Higher-Educa‘cion Reforms in Bosnia

and Herzegovina

The Council of Europe has been at

the forefront of assisting Bosnia and
Herzegovina (BiH) to improve its
iiigiier—e(iucation system in line with
the Boiogna Process.

The Education Directorate led the

initiative to develop new iiigher—
education legislation in line with
European standards. This work includ-
ed participating in a Task Force
under the auspices of the Prime
Minister.

The Council of Europe also co-chairs

with the Ministry of Civil Affairs the
Higher-Education Working Group/
Bologna Committee for BiH, a group
composed of stakeholders in higher
education. Meetings are held on a

i)i—montiiiy basis at universities

tiirougiiout BiH.
In January 20006, the Council of

Europe launched a new joint European
Commission/Council of Europe proj-
ect ‘Strengthening Higher Education’

in BiH. The project will focus on
establishing guidelines for quality
assurance, j[iaciii’cating recognition of
degrees and study periods and elabo-
rating a National Framework for
Qualifications.

Contact:
Sarah Keating
sarail.izeating @coe.int
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Good Governance of Higher Education

In contributing to the European Year
of Citizenship through Education and
cele]ara’cing the 50th anniversary of
the European Cultural Convention,
the participants in the Council of
Europe Forum on Hig}ler—E(lucation
Governance in September 2005,
confirmed the lzey role of higher edu-
cation in the development of modern
society based on democracy, human
rights and the rule of law. The issue of
good governance in higher education
is considered crucial not only in the
promotion of a democratic culture
within the higher—e&ucation commu-
nity but also in society at 1arge; it is
also indispensable to un(lertaleing the

profound reforms needed for creat-
ing the Buropean Higher-Education
Area Ly 2010. Successful implementa—
tion of change needs a(lapted governance
structures, procedures and culture,
intrinsicaﬂy linked to the public respon-
sibility for higher education and to

quality assurance.

Good governance in higher education is
first of all considered as a method to
reach agreement on objectives and ori-
entations ({itness o][purpose) as well as
to clevelop strategies and instruments
to implement them in practice (fitness
far purpose). [t must offer a space for the
negotiation of interests of the diversity

of stakeholders respecting the multiple

mission of higher education to best serve
the interests of the whole of society, and
it must be a participative process as well
as model of and preparation for life
as an active citizen in a democratic
society. This process must be based on
transparent proceclures and tasks and
contain the capacity to reach, win accept-
ance for and implement decisions
(1egitimaoy and ef{iciency) and it must
be suﬂiciently flexible to a(lapt to
diverse contexts on the basis of com-

mon principles.

Contact:
]osef Huber
josef.hu})er @ coe.int

The European Dimension in History Teaclling’

How can one define the European
dimension in history teac}ling and how
can it be taught in the classroom? These
were the two questions which the
Steering Committee for Education
sought to answer in 1aunching the

Project The European Dimension in
History Teaching in 2002.

This was fully in line with
Recommendation Rec 2001 (15) of
the Committee of Ministers to the
member states on the teaching of his-
tory in twenty-first-century Europe,
W]fliCl’l, n particular, underlined the
need to teach that the construction of
Europe is an expression of both a deci-
sion freely entered into by Europeans
themselves and a historical reality. To
this end, the Ministers wished to pro-
mote teac}ling about historical moments
or events whose European dimension
is most obvious — in particu]ar, events
or historical and cultural trends fun-

clamen’ca] to European COHSCiOllSlleSS.

The project had two objectives. First,
it aimed to define the meaning of the
European dimension by analysing

certain turning points in recent

European history. Second, it developed
a concrete metlloclology to be used I)y

Jceachers in the classroom.

Five critical moments were identified:
1848 (the growth of na’ciona]ism);
1912/13 (the Banzan wars); 1919 (the
restructuring of Europe in the after-
math of World War 1); 1945 (tlle end of
World War 1T and the })eginning of the
Cold War); 1989 (t}le Fall of the Berlin
Wall and the end of communism).'

Photo by Benedetto Maffezzini,
Paris, December 2005 - Peace Treaties,

Department Archives and treaties of
the French Ministry ofForeign Affairs

A European conference was organisecl
for each of these dates at which experts
from the various countries involved
presented, discussed and compared their

approaches.

During these conferences it was possi-
Me, in a very concrete way, to show that
the concept of a European dimension
is based on the consideration of dif-
ferent perspectives or interpretations
of the same events as opposed to a quest
for some kind of superficial consensus.
As aresult, the notion of rnultiperspec—
tivity” as an approach to viewing his-
torical events has become the 1zey concept
of the European dimension in history

teaching.

The aclvantage of this p]uralist and
essentially tolerant approach is that it
also fulfils the aims of history teaching
as laid down in the above-mentioned
Recommendation: to develop respect for
all kinds of &iﬁerences; to be a deci-
sive factor in reconciliation, to encour-
age mutual recognition, unclerstan(ling
and trust between peoples, and to
make it possible to develop the intel-
lectual a_l)ility of pupils to critica”y
analyse and interpret information and
freely draw their own conclusions as

citizens of a democratic society.

1. 1848 — DGIV/EDU/HISTDIM (2003) 7; 1912/13 — DGIV/EDU/HISTDIM (2006) 1; 1919 — DGIV/EDU/HISTDIM (20006) 2; 1945 —
DGIV/EDU/HISTDIM (2003) 8; 1989 — DGIV/EDU/HISTDIM (2004) 4.
2. Multiperspectivity in history teaching: a guide for teachers, Council of Europe, November 2003, l)y Dr Robert STRADLING.



Simultaneously, teaclier—training sem-
inars were held, particularly in Romania,
Bulgaria and the Czech Republic. They
enabled teachers not only to compare
the llistory—teacliing programmes of their
country, but also to excliange views on
methods and pe(lagogical materials
with particular emphasis on the use of

sources and searcliing for information.

The activities undertaken within the
framework of the intergovernmental
project have been carried out alongside
those of the bilateral and regional pro-
grammes (Thilisi Initiative, assistance
programmes in the Russian Federation,
Cyprus, Black Sea Project, etc.), and

have been based on the same approacli.

The final results of the project The
European dimension in history teaching

will be published in 2006 and will

consist of:

°a pul)lication entitled Critical Moments
in Recent European History, which
will include the main contributions

to the five conterences;

¢ aCD-ROM - Turning Points? Critical
Moments in Recent European History
- which will give teachers easy access
to documents from different member
states related to each periO(l. This
CD-ROM will be accompanied by a
pedagogical handbook for teachers.

In lzeeping with this approacll to the
basic ideas and methodology of history

teacliing, the Steering Committee for
Education has decided to launch a new
project in 2006 entitled The Image of
the Other in History Teaching, which
aims to draw on the consequences of an
increasingly multicultural European

society in resliaping liistory teactiing.

Contact:
Mechthilde Fuhrer
mechthildefuhrer @ coe.int

History-teaching activities for the Chechen Republic

The Council of Burope first began
worlzing with liistory educators in
Cllecllnya under the Joint Programme
with the European Commission to
strengtlien democratic stal)ility in the
North Caucasus, which was launched
in 2001. In 2005, this work found

continuation through a programme of

co-operation activities with the Russian
Federation in which Chechen liistory
educators took part in teaclier—training
seminars held throughout the Russian
Federation.

Pyatigorsk, June 2005, Working session

These seminars provi(te(t the Chechen
educators with an opportunity to help

train liistory teachers in the use of new
interactive methods and the prepara-
tion of new teaclling materials. In this
way, ten Chechen trainers took part in
a seminar on ‘“How to re][/ect aliversity
and intercultural clia/ogue in texthooks on

regiona/ Zzistory" in Astrakhan in April

2005, six specialists in initial and in-

R

service training attended a seminar on

Pyatigorsk, June 2005,
a participant presents the traditional headdress
“How initial training of history teachers
should prepare them to work in a multi-
cultural context”in Tomsk in Septeml)er,
and a seminar on “‘New interactive methods
m teaclzing world and national lzistory ma
multicultural context” l)rouglit togetlier
thirty Chechen history teachers in
Pyatigorsk in June 2005.

The outcomes so ][ar

The participants felt that these activi-
ties had given them practical informa-
tion on new methods, in particular the
use of multi-perspectivity. Following a
request l)y the Chechen tlistory teach-
ers expresse(l in Astrakhan in April,
specialists  from Stavropol State
University have prepared a Handbook

for pupils of 110 13 years of age on the
history of Chechnya. This handbook is

the first attempt to create new teach-
ing materials for secondary schools in
the Chechen Repul)lic. It reflects the
main principles of the Council of
Europe’s Committee of Ministers’
Recommendation (2001) 15 on his-
tory teaching in twenty-first century
Europe and focuses on aspects of cul-
tural, social, economic and every(iay
liistory with a view to strengthening
the process of reconciliation in the
region. This handbook will be published
as soon as it has been approvecl lay the

relevant education authorities.

Wlfzere do we go ][1‘0711 /wre?

History educators from Clleclinya,
have asked the Secretariat to provicte
assistance in completing the handbook
and empliasisect the importance of
continuing the teaclier—training activ-
ities, which give a rare opportunity not
only to obtain information on method-
ological issues, but also contribute to
the integration of Chechen educators
in the national and European education

communities.

Contact:
Tatiana Milko

tatiana.milko @ coe.int
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Europe, cinema and ed

During the first week of Novemi)er, the European Year of
Citizenship through Education was Jiirmiy in the lime-
iight at a film event held in its honour.

From 2 to 8 November 2005, the audience of the “O(iyssée"
cinema in Strasl)ourg travelled to neigill)ouring countries

via the cinema screen and discussed the issues that fuel

the passions of Europeans tociay.

Gabriella Battaini-Dragoni, Council a][ Europe Director General of Education,
Culture and Heritage, Youth and Sport opens the festiva/

Nine films were shown as part of the “Citizenship Education
through Buropean Eyes” festival, which also featured
debates with Costa Gavras, Ugur Yi'icei, and Gerhard

Meixner.

Film directors Ugur Yiicel and Costa Gavras

The films were selected not just to be seen and enjoyecl i)y
members of the pui)iic, but also to give food for t}iougkt,
to spariz debate and, in some cases perhaps, to show that
change is possible if we have the knowledge, courage and

enthusiasm to exercise our rigil’cs and responsibilities.

In Paradise now, two young Palestinians have to choose
between life and death. Their doubts and choices cannot
leave anyone indifferent. Are they criminals or are they two
(iesperate peopie with nothing to lose? How can terrorism
be prevented? And what about us, the audience — is there
anything we can do? In grotesque and captivating manner
Le Couperet evokes the issue of the moral ravages of long-

term unemployment. Can one oniy succeed at the expense

of others? And is all-out competition the only way forward?
Va, vis et deviens is a stirring account of poverty, integration
and iclentity. What is our attitude towards people who live in our
societies but who are different? Do we have responsii)iiities

towards peopie iiving in poor countries?

ontres cinématographiques d'alsace

Europe: Regards Du2 au 22 novembre 2005

sur ’€ducation a la Citoyenneté




The panel, composed of seven European Ambassadors
and two iligil—ievei Council of Europe officials, decided i)y
a majority to award the European Democratic Citizenship
Prize to the film Va, vis et deviens for its denunciation of
discrimination and promotion of cultural diversity and

mutual respect.

ucation for citizenship

The 2nd prize went to Paradise now for its cinematographic
quality and strong message, with particular acknowledgment
of its fine analysis of the roots of blind violence and its

strong condemnation of terrorism.

The festival was part of the 6th edition of the “European
Film Heritage” event that has been held since 2000 with
Council of Europe support. As a result of this and many
other initiatives to renew the pui)iic’s appreciation of
European cinema, the “O(iyssée" is today a place of pil-
grimage for an enthusiastic and critical audience. Debates
and meetings between audience and filmmakers aim to
promote ixuman—rights Vaiues, ciialogue and cultural
cliversi’cy. The “Odyssée" is also a vibrant site of 1earning,

with a wide range of educational materials and activities

ior SCilOOiCilii[lren an(i otiler aucliences.

Faruk Gﬁna/fay, Director of the “Oa’yssée" Cinema
and Terry Davis, Secretary General of the Council of Burope

The Council of Burope supports European cinema
tiirougil its Eurimages fund, which provides iun(iing for
films producecl i)y at least two different member States of
the Fund. The films in the competition were selected
from a list of more than 1 000 films that have received

financial support from Eurimages over the last 15 years.

The festival was opened

by Jacques Toubon,

President of the Burimages

Fund of the Council of Europe,
and ]Jy Gabriella Battaini-Dragoni

Contact:

Yulia Pererva

yulia.pererva @coe.int
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Students from Mostar Debate in Strasl)ourg

On 14 and 16 November a group of
students from the city of Mostar, rep-
resenting all the communities in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, were given the
opportunity of visiting the European
Court of Human Rights in Stra,s})ourg to
debate issues of vital interest to them
as young citizens of Europe and learn

more about European Institutions, in

particular the Council of Europe.

The group comprised twelve pupils
from the Mostar Gymnasium (seconcl—
ary school) accompanied by a teacher
from the Gymnasium, four university
students (two from each of the uni-
versities in Mostar) and a student of

journalism.

The education system of Bosnia and
Herzegovina (BiH) still remains

highly affected by the impact of war.
In BiH as a w}lole, and in Mostar in
particular, most children are separat-
ed in schools according to ethnicity.
The Mostar Gymnasium has man-
age(l to establish a common adminis-
tration (one director, a single school
board, etc) and joint extra-curricular
activities, such as the Debate Club.
The school, considered a centre of
excellence cluring the Yugosla,v years
and an integral part of the city’s archi-
tectural heritage, was severely dam-
agecl &uring the conflict. Various donors,
inc]u(ling the Council of Burope
Development Bank, have assisted in
renovating the school. The University
of Mostar was split into two universi-
ties after the war. The Debate Club is a
common endeavour between students

from the two universities.

On the Lig clay, after 1ong preparations,
both sides were ready to debate the
question 'Should the EU expaml?’. The
arguments for and against were intense
and of very high quality. In the end,
although only one side could win,

every student was a winner through
the deeper unclerstanding and appreci-
ation the participants gained of each
other and of their commonly shared

European values.

The Council of Europe has been active
in supporting education reforms in
BiH for the past eight years. The po]it—
ical context for the Council’s involve-
ment in BiH gaine(l new impetus when
the country became the 44th member
state of the Council of Europe in April
2002. Commitments undertaken Ly
BiH on its accession included the
adoption of new education 1egislation
conforming to Council of Europe
s’candards, the ratification of the
CoE/UNESCO Lisbon Recognition
Convention and the ending of ethnic
segregation in classrooms. The Council
of Europe focused its co-operation
programmes on assisting the BiH

authorities to fulfil their commitments.

Contact:
Sarah Keating

sara}].laeating @coe.int

Education of Roma children in Europe

This project was launched in 2002
to provi(le the member states with
guidance on setting up a global,
comprehensive programme for the
integration of Roma in the general
education system, talzing account of
all possible measures and all specific

neecls, not just some of them.

The activities pursue(l under the
project relate to three main fields: the
policy sphere, training (schools and edu-
cational sta{{) and the &evelopment
of teaclzing materials (for both the
training of education professionals —
teachers, school mediators and so

on - and the education of Roma

chi]dren).

In 2005 the project made a signi{icant
contribution to the “Buropean Year of
Citizenship through Education”, putting
forward proposals for measures whose
impact ranges well beyond purely Roma
issues to the education of minorities in

general and even education for all

’c}lrough an intercultural approach.

des enfants
Roms / Tsiganes

@

The priority themes for the next three

years are:

Roma children’s access
to basic education

A tea,ching kit for children at pre-school
level has been developed in partnership
with the Strasbourg-based Association
pour une Recherche Pédagogique
Ouverte en milieu Tsigane (Association
for Open Educational Research within
Roma communities). It will prepare
Roma children for school by making
up for the lack of pre-school educa-
tion of those who have not attended
nursery school for various reasons
(whether cultural, economic, social

or practical (mol)ili’cy—relatecl) and



\ ah M

are not yet rea(ly to start the first
class of primary school. A pe&agogic
s’cory—te”ing CD, Isidore et Marianne

conteurs, 1s alreacly available in French.

Training of education
professionals

Training of educational staff remains
a project priority. The demand of those
involved, whether training activity

organisers or course applicants, is for

Books in brief

specialist, high—slzills training courses
which must also be recognised as a qual-
ification for those who follow them.
Training materials are developed in
the form of pedagogic fact-sheets
on Roma history and culture and
through the guide for Roma school
mediators. Training of Roma school
mediators and of museum staff will
constitute a major contribution to
the activities concerning non-formal
education and learning of others’

cultures.

Non-formal education

in particular through

the Roma cultural route

Issues of relevance to Roma commu-
nities are often regar(le(l as problems.
One of the great aclvantages of a

cultural approach is that it helps clispel
the perception of Roma communities
as disadvantaged or as problem cases
and gives them the positive recognition
to which they are entitled. A cultural
route is a means of preventing rejection,
intolerance and racism. For the Roma
themselves it is also a vehicle whereby
their culture can command recognition

and raise its profile.

Contact:

Aurora Ailincai

aurora.ailincai @ coe.int

Isidore et Marianne conteurs, CD de contes pédagogiques pour les enfants du préscolaire réalisé dans le cadre du projet

«Bducation des enfants roms en Europe» On/y available in French.

Language policies

I | B
(L S s

[ T it

Plurilingual education
in Europe

'@
o

The Religious Dimension
of Intercultural Education,
Conference proceedings,
Oslo, Norway,

6 to 8 June 2004,
Council of Europe
Pul)lishing, 2004

ISBN 92-871-5622-0

Plurilingual Education

in Europe: 50 years of

2 International Co-operation,
Language Policies, Council
of Europe, Strasl)ourg, 2005
bilingual edition

Languages and Language
Repertoires: Plurilingalism
as a Way of Life in FEurope,
Jean-Claude Beacco,
Language Policies,

Council of Europe,
Strasl)ourg, 2005

Miroirs et fenétres -
Manuel de communication
interculturelle

Martina Huber-Kriegler,
Ildiko Lazar et ]ohn Strange
Centre européen pour les
langues vivantes,

Conseil de 17Europe, 20006
ISBN 92-871-5914-9
English version also available
http://www.ecml.at/
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Flash info

¢ Council of Europe “Pestalozzi” Programme for training

education 1)1'0fessi()nals (teacllers and teacher trainers)

This training programme is aimed at teachers of primary
and secondary schools in the 48 signatory States to the
European cultural Convention (teac}xers, head teachers,
inspectors, educational advisers, teacher trainers, textbook
a,u‘chors, etc.). During the first semester 20006, about 17
European Wor]eshops closely linked to the Council of
Europe priority projects, will be held for teachers.

Fo”owing the success of the European worlzshops for
over 30 years and the priorities set at the Third Summit
of Heads of State and Government of the Council of
Europe (May 2005), it scemed necessary to develop a new
training programme for teacher trainers and multipliers.
Henceforward the “Pestalozzi’ Programme will include

two types of training:

— European Worlesllops for teachers on sul)jects related
to ongoing projects in the education sector; for instance,
a seminar on the “‘Day of Remembrance of the Holocaust",
which is monitored by the Council of Burope, was held
in the Slovak RepuMic from 20 to 22 January 2006 and
a seminar on “Life, Identity and Freedom in Europe
(LIFE)", a contribution to citiZens}lip and human rig}lts
education, will take place in Romania from 4 to 9 April.

Another example is the worlashop organisecl ]oy the
United Kingclom on “How to improve behaviour and
reduce violence in schools”, from 21 to 26 March.

— Buropean Modules aimed at teacher trainers and mul-
tipliers. The themes of these modules correspond with
the four priorities set l)y the Heads of State and
Government of the Council of Europe at their Third
Summit: education for citizenship and human righ’cs,
history teaching, intercultural education, and multi-
lingualism. They will take place at the European Youth
Centre in Stras]aourg.

All information concerning the PESTALOZZI Programme
is available at the following address:

http://www.coe.int/Training

. History-teac]ling’ activities of the Council of Europe

in Cyprus

The Royal Ministry of Education and Research of Norway
expressecl their support for the activities of the Council

of Europe and made a contribution for the preparation of
a supplementary set of pe(lagogical materials on history

teaching in schools in Cyprus.

As reflected in the article in the Education Newsletter
N°18 Autumn 2005, Cypriot history educators appreci-
ated the experience gaine& })y the Council of Europe when
preparing the supplementary teaching pacle on the history
of the Black Sea area and expressed their desire to have a
similar set of pedagogical materials for use in schools across
Cyprus. In their view, such a teaching tool could help to
strengthen the reconciliation process and equip young
people with new competences for life in a multicultural

context.

The Royal Ministry of Education and Research of Norway
also contributed to the finalisation of the Black Sea
teaching paclz, which was publishe(l in 2004 Ly the
Gyl(len(lal pub]ishing house in Oslo.

The Council of Europe Education Directorate is grateful
to the Norwegian authorities for their consistent support

and co-operation.

¢ November — December 2005, Sarajevo.

The Council of Europe provided advice in a series of draft-
ing meetings held under the auspices of the Prime Minister
of Bosnia and Herzegovina to develop the state-level
Higher Education Law for Bosnia and Herzegovina.

* Governance of lligllcr education

Ohrid, 12-14 January, Tirana, 16-17 January

The Council of Europe continues to support higher edu-
cation reform in South East Burope. Two recent advisory
missions in January 2006 focused both on amendments
of the respective laws on kigher education which touch upon

issues of governance.

In the case of “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”
it was very clear that all actors present were committed to
the aims of the reform and to the creation of integrated
universities that will equip universities with the necessary
position and clecision—malzing power in the higher educa-
tion system. The draft amendment will be finalised by the
commission on the basis of these discussions. After a pul)lic

debate it is hoped to submit the amendment to parliamen’c
in April 2006.



The proposecl amendments in Albania centre around two
lzey strategic issues: the creation of governing boards
within each higher education institution to encourage
closer links between higher education and society throug}l
the inclusion of external stakeholders and to promote greater
autonomy; and the reform of the election proceclures for

academic leaders.

« On26 January, the Council of Europe and the Austrian
Ministry of Education co-organised a seminar for six
countries that have recently acceded to the B()l()gna
Process. This Process, launched in 1999, aims to establish
a Buropean Higher Education Area by 2010.

With the recent accessions, it is now made up of 45 countries
and a good number of international organisations, includ-
ing the Council of Europe as one of the major contributors,
and encompasses the whole range of higher—eclucation
policies, with particular emphasis on the reform of quali—
fications and clegree systems, quality assurance and the
recognition of quali{ications, but also on mol)ility, the social
dimension and the role of higher education in &eveloping

and maintaining democratic culture.

The main objective of the seminar was to assist the repre-
sentatives of Albania, Armenia, Azerljaija,n, Georgia,
Moldova and Ukraine in playing an active role in the Bologna
Follow-Up Group and the different activities of the

Process. The seminar presentecl the Laclzgroun(l and goals

of the Bologna Process as well as the current activities.

° Repul)]i]za Srpslza Minister of Education signs
Guidelines for History and Gcograplly Textbook
Authors

The Minister of Education of the Repu]a]ilea Srpslea,
Snjefana Bozi¢, signed the Guidelines for History and
Geograplzy Texthook Authors while on a visit to the
Council of Europe on 30 January 20006. These Guidelines
should ensure the development and publication of text-
books that present a 7rnulti—perspective' view of the history

and geography of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

At present, these two sul)jects are ’ca,ught dif{;erently, depend—
ing on whether a student is s’cmlying under the Serb,
Croat, or Bosniac curriculum. By signing this document,
Minister Bo¥i¢ enabled history textbook authors from the
Repub]i]ea Srpslea to participate in training organised l)y
the Georg Eckert Institute in Braunschweig, Germany
from 13 to 15 February. Minister Bozi¢ also signed the
revised Common Core Curricula for Modern Languages, which
should mean that in the future modern 1anguages are
taught in the RepuMilza Srpslza in accordance with the
standards and criteria of the Council of Europe’s Common

European Framework o][ Re][erence ][or Languages.

The European ﬂag flies with the ﬂags of the 46 member states of the Council of Europe.

The famous circle of twelve golclerl stars against a blue Laclaground syrn})olises the peoples of Europe, with the circle

representing their union.

The number of stars never changes -itis a]ways twelve, sym]aolising the ideals of unity and harmony and Lringing to mind
the months of the year and the twelve signs of the zodiac.
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Calenclar of events - non exhaustive

January 2006
11-14, Ohrid

12-13, Strasl)ourg,

France

16-17, Tirana, Albania

16-17, Strashourg,

France

24, Mostar, BiH

20, Zenica, BiH

20, Vienna, Austria

30-31, Stras})ourg,

France

Advisory mission on HE law,
“the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”
Contact: ]ose{ Huber

Meeting of the authoring group
for the development of a curriculum framework

for Romani

Contact: Joseph Sheils

Advisory mission on Higher Education law
Contact: ]ose{ Huber

Meeting on policies and standards concerning

1anguages of school education

Contact: Joseph Sheils

The Council of Europe, in partnership with

the German and French Embassies in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, will launch a series of joint
teacher—training seminars based on the new
modernised foreign language curricula developed
with the assistance of the Council of Europe.
Contact: Sarah Keating

Higher Education Worlzing Group/Bologna
Committee for Bosnia and Herzegovina,
co-chaired by the Council of Europe and
Ministry of Civil Affairs. Focus will be on
Bologna reforms at Zenica University.

Contact: Sarah Keating

Council of Europe/ Austria —
Information Seminar on the Bologna Process

Contact: Sjur Bergan

Meeting of the Steering Committee for Higher
Education and Research) Bureau (CDESR)
Contact: Sjur Bergan

February N,

1, Vienna, Austria

A meeting between the Austrian Ministry of
Education, Council of Europe officials and
other stakeholders to discuss the future of higher
education in Kosovo.

Contact: Sarah Keating

Feln‘uary (c continued, )

2-3, Strasluourg,

France

14-15, Milan, Italy

16-17, Bratislava,
Slovakia

22-26, Verlzhoyan 512,

Russian Federation

28/02-4/03, Graz,
Austria

Strasl)ourg, France

Preliminary meeting of an ad-hoc group

on issues regar&ing adult migrants

Contact: Philia Thalg ott

Language Education Policy Profile: Lombardy —

2nd visit of Council of Europe Expert Group —
Round Table

Contact: Philia Thalgott

Language Education Policy Profile: Slovakia —

2nd visit of Council of Europe Expert Group —

Round Table
Contact: ]ol’xanna Panthier

Intersectoral Policy Seminar on
“Management of Cultural and Religious
Diversity in the Russian Far North”
Contact: Gennadiy Kosyalz

Worlzshop 1/2006 (TrainEcl)

Training teacher educators

Contact: Adrian Butler

Intersectoral Policy Seminar on “Management
of Cultural and Religious Diversity through
Education: Development of Policy Guidelines
Contact: Gennadiy Kosyalz

March ...

Mostar, BiH

4—5, Osalea, Japan

6-7, Strasbourg, France

Higher-Education Working Group/Bologna
Committee for Bosnia and Herzegovina,
co-chaired Ly the Council of Europe and
Ministry of Civil Affairs will focus on Bologna
reforms at Mostar University.

Contact: Sarah Keating

Participation in the Symposium A New Direction
in Foreign Language Education: The Potential of
the Common Buropean Framework of Reference for
Languages, University of Osaka, in co-operation
with the Ministry of Education of Japan
Contact: ]o}xanna Panthier

Meeting on policies and standards concerning

languages o{ school education

Contact: ]oseph Sheils



Calenclar O{ events - non exhaustive — (continued)

March (. continued)

6-7 Stras})ourg, France

9—11, Graz, Austria

13-14, Strasl)ourg,

France

15, Brussels, Belgium

16, Brussels, Belgium

16-18, Brcko, BiH

17, Brussels, Belgium

Bosnia and Herzegovina

20, Luxeml)ourg

22-23, Tirana, Albania

28/03-1/04, Graz,
Austria

2nd meeting of the preparatory group for
the June Forum on the Responsil)i]ity of Hig}ler
Education for Democratic Culture

Contact: ]ose{ Huber

Workshop 2/2006 (Valeur) Valuing All
Languages in Europe
Contact: Adrian Butler

Meeting of the ad-hoc group on the pi]ot scheme
of the Manual for relating 1anguage examinations
to the Common European Framework

of Reference for Languages (CEF)

Contact: ]ohanna Panthier

ENIC Worlzing Party on Blectronic
communication for recognition (ELCORE)
Contact: Sjur Bergan

New ENIC Worlzing Group

on substantial differences

Contact: Sjur Bergan

First meeting of the Practicum Assessment
Worlzing Group and the second information
session for secondary school teachers of
Democracy and Human Rights

Contact: Sarah Keating

ENIC Bureau
Contact: Sjur Bergan

Various activities will be launched within
the context of the new joint EC/CoE project
'Strengthening Higher Education in

Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Contact: Sarah Keating

Launching event of the “Language Education
Policy Profile: Luxembourg”

Contact: Philia Tl’lalgott

Launching Conference on ‘clle master plan
for higher education
Contact: Sjur Bergan

Workshop 3/2006 (GrouplLead) Group
Facilitation in Language Teacher Education
Contact: Adrian Butler

April

5, Vienna, Austria

5-8, Graz, Austria

7, Stras})ourg, France

25-29, Kralzéw, Poland

27-28, Sinaia, Romania

27-29, Graz, Austria

Bureau of the Convention Committee

Contact: Sjur Bergan

Worlzsllop 4/2006 (LQuest) LanguageQuest
Contact: Adrian Butler

Language Education Policy Profile: Ireland —
Meeting of the Council of Europe Expert Group
Contact: Joseph Sheils

International Conference Towards a Common
European F‘rameworlz o{ Re£erence 1(01‘ Languages
of School Education? organised juintly

with the Jagiellonian University, Krakow
Contact: Waldemar Martyniulq

“Learning and living &emocracy: the way ahead”
- Bvaluation conference of the 2005 European
Year of Citizenship through Education
(27-28 April 2000, Sinaia, Romania)

Contact: Yulia Pererva

Worlzs}lop 5/2006 (FTE) From Profile

to Portfolio: A Framework for Reflection in
Language Teacher Educa‘cion

Contact: Adrian Butler

June

4-0, TaHinn, Estonia

21-23, Strasl)ourg,

France

13th Annual joint ENIC/NARIC meeting
Contact: Sjur Bergan

Forum on the Responsibility
of Higher Education for Democratic Culture
Contact: Josef Huber

July

6—7, Strasl)ourg, France

Meeting of the CDESR Bureau
Contact: Sjur Bergan

Octol)er

16-20, Strasluourg,

France

Seminar on policies and standards concerning

languages of school education

Contact: ]oseph Sheils
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Fo]low-up to the Third Summit: the role of languages n fostering
intercultural dialogue and Luﬂ(ling an inclusive Europe (continued)

The autol)iography can thus be built up
over time into a dossier of key experi-
ences which users may simply keep for
their own purposes — reacling them later
when t}ley have a similar experience for
example — or present to other people,
such as employers or when seeking

admission to an educational institution.

Initially developed in the Language
Policy Division as part of the work
on the European Language Portfolio,

~ taking stock ar

the autol)iograp}ly is })eing broadened
in its scope to be of use in Education
for Democratic Citizenship. Although
it Legan as a means of reﬂecting about
experience of other countries and
cultures, it is not necessary to go to
another country to experience other-
ness. The autolaiography will be of use
to anyone who wishes to describe,
analyse and reflect on meeting and

interacting with someone from a dif-

ferent ethnic, religious, cultural or
social group in their own society, and
in so &oing help to build a more inclu-

sive Europe.

Language Policy Division
www.coe.int/lang

Contact:
Christopher Reynol(ls
christopher.reynolds @ coe.int
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