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Editorial

“Times clzange, and we clzange with them™. Europe has indeed clzanged a great deal since these words

were spo]een and is continuing to do so at what may sometimes seem a Zareatlzta]eing pace. Since our
previous issue in September 2004, the Council of Burope’s Education Newsletter has taken the time
to give itse/][ a new ][ace and a rejuvenatea7 format in order to /eeep abreast of new a[eve/opments and
in][orm you o][ our work on a more regu/ar basis. This is the cka//enge we intend to meet Zay pula/islzing
three issues a year. Clzange and clza//enges are tlzerefore the

themes 0][ this new Spring issue.

Justa ][ew aiays ago at their Third Summit in Warsaw, Poland, the Heads of State
and Government o][ the member states 0/[ the Council 0][ Europe warned o][ the
dangers of complacency. Modern society brings many benefits, but we are all
aware o][ the a’angers o][ inequa/ity, the threats poseJ lvy social exclusion and
cultural fragmentation, and the need to protect human rights. Building a demo-
cratic culture is the best antidote to the deviant anomic behaviour that in turn
generates rejection and intolerance. In recognising education to be one o][ democ-
racys guarantors, contributing to c]eve/oping a solid sense 0][ European identity
and citizenship, to achieving unity while managing diversity, the summit
conﬁrmea[ the value o][ education in relation to the Organisation’s mission.

..(continued page 2)
1. “Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in ilis”

William Harrison 1577, attributed to Holy Roman Emperor Lothar I (795-855)

Learning and ]iving (lemocracy
2005 — European Year of Citizenship
tllrougll Education

The pu])]ic responsil)i]ity

for l]igher education and research

As a result of its project on Public Responsil)ility for Higl‘ler ‘E.Earnflﬂg H.l'ld. “‘rln%
Education and Research, launched in 2003, the Council of Europe democt
organised a major conference at its headquarters in Strasljourg, ;

23-24 Septemlaer 2004, with participants from member states,

representing governments, higher education institutions and students, EEI DE i
W European Year

..(see page 3)

as well as international stakeholders.

ot Citizenship
though Education

. .(Continue(l page 7)
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At the same time, the clzanging architecture o][ the European Union creates a new context.

Many international orgamisations are active in the ﬁe/a] o][ education, and the clza//enge ][acing

our Organisation is to pursue its own specificities while opening up to ][ruh‘][u/ co-operation.
Education for Democratic Citizenship (EDC) is one of those specificities. The first EDC
project was launched at the Second Summit in 1007 and the European Year o][ Citizenslzip
l‘lzrougk Ezjucaﬁon, which marks the end o][ the second pl;ase and sets the scene for the tlzirJ,

provides an opportunity for meeting all these criteria. The aims of the Year are to strengthen

EDC as an educational priorily, raise awareness o][ how it can promote social cohesion, cultural

unzjerstanaling and respect ][or otlwrs, and provia]e member states with a ][ramewor]e ][or putting

policy into practice. This issue contains a special focus on how the Year is being celebrated in

the member states.

The celebrations to mark the 50th anniversary 0][ the European Cultural Convention were
launched at the Opening Conference in Wroclaw, Poland, in December 2004. It will be
followed by a colloquy on the cultural challenges facing Europe in September 2005, and a final
con][erence m Portuga/ in October 2005. The Wroclaw Declaration not on/y stresses the vital

role of democratic citizenship and human rights education, but also calls for a new integrated

programme on ‘teaching diversity” to be set up, drawing on, for example, history and language

teaclzing to promote intercultural awareness. Here agam, a number 0][ the fines o][ action ][or

achieving a “Burope without dividing lines” have been entrusted to the Education Directorate.

So, it is time ][or us to respona] to the new clza//enges set Zay a ckanging, 2l st century Europe.

And yet one thing remains constant: the vital role of education in our efforts to build a society

that embraces everyone with equa/ respect.

Gabriele Mazza

Secretariat visits Balzu, Moscow and Yerevan

In Fel)ruary and April 2005, Mr
Gabriele Mazza, Director of E(luca’cion,
visited Azerbaiian (22 Fe})ruary), the
Russian Federation (7 April) and
Armenia (14-16 April) to discuss
on-going activities in the field of
education and priorities for future
co-operation. During these visits
Mr Mazza met the Ministers of

Education of all three countries, as well
as a number of other high—ranlzing
officials. The main priority areas for
co-operation were discussed and agree(l
upon, in particular bilateral Action
Plans of Activities for 2005 between
the Directorate of Education of the
Council of Europe and the respective

Ministries of Education and Science.

From left to right: Norair Ghukasyan, Deputy Minister of Education & Science, Nerses Gevorgyan, Adviser to the
Minister of Education & Science, Gennatliy Kosya]z, Catholicos, Sergo Yeritsyan, Minister of Education & Science,
Gabrielle Mazza, Victor Martirossyan, Director of National Institute of Education

f;;;} m

From left to riglqt Mr Gabriele Mazza, Dr Mesir
I\lar(lanov, Minister of Education of Azer]:)aijan

The talks held in Balzu, Moscow and
Yerevan revealed great interest in the
three countries in continuing to be
involved in the various projects run
by the Education Directorate. Local
counterparts noted the important role
of the Council of Europe in the process
of modernising their education sys-
tems and expresse& the hope that its

contribution would remain strong.

Contact:
Gennacliy Kosyalz
E-mail: genna(liy.lzosyale @coe.int



Learning and 1iving clemocracy

2005 - European Year of Citizenslﬁp tllroug}l Education

“Voting figures show that the public are losing faith in their political leaders. Our citizens no longer feel they have adequate
means to influence the political system.We need to give them back the ownership of their own lives and a feeling of

belonging to their own societies.”

Maud de Boer-Buquicchio, Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe

Launching conference of the European Year of Citizenship through Education, Sofia, |3-14 December 2004

How can we make our societies truly
inclusive? How can we encourage
participation in politics, puMic life
and civil society? How can we raise
awareness about the protection of our
environment, our heritage, our human
rig}l’cs? Education for Democratic
Citizenship and Human Rights
(EDC/HRE) aims to give people the

12now1edge, un&erstancling, skills and
attitudes t}ley need to have an influ-
ence and make a diﬁerence, be it at
local, national or international level.
The Council of Europe has long
recognised the important role of edu-
cation in maleing Europe a safer,
fairer and more peaceful place for all

Europeans.

Todali]

The Council has worked on EDC since
1997. Since then several countries
have followed the Council’s lead and
l)egun projects to boost citizenship

skills at national level.

2005 — European Year of
Citizenship through Education

The launching conference of the
European Year of Citizenship through
Education was held in Sofia,
Bulga}:ia, 13-14 December 2004.
The participants a(lopted a Final
Communiqué and a Plan of Action
to implement the “Year” On this
occasion, they emp}lasised that one
of the main messages of the “Year” is
“that learning democracy is a life-
1ong process, concerning not only
the transmission of 12nowle&ge, but
also the practice of democracy,

through active political and social

2005 European Year of Citizenship through Education
+. | Anneée européenne de la citoyenneté par l'éducation =

www,co8. IntEYCE
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Launching Conference of the European Year of Citizenship through Education
(So{:ia, Bulgaria, 13 and 14 December 2004)

involvement, participation in deci-
sion—maleing, informed cliscussion,
negotiation and peaceful solution
seelzing." T})roug}lout the “Year”,
people in member states will look
at what has worked and plot a path
for the future Ly sharing those expe-
riences and putting the idea of EDC
on the European map. The “Year” is
seen as an important step in a sus-
tainable process for developing
European co-operation in the
framework of democracy learning,
expecte& to continue over the years

to come.

What is happening
in member states in 20057

Now, in the fifth month of the
“Year”, we have a fairly goo& picture
of what is happening in member
states so far. The co—ordinating com-
mittees set up in cach country are
organising a wide range of activities
based on their countries’ priorities
and concerns within a common
European framework. These activi-
ties include training courses, semi-
nars, conferences, workshops and
round-table discussions for educa-
tion pro£essionals. These profession—

als share innovative practice and

Iceland and
Norway have decided to take account
of EDC/HRE while revising their

curricula during the year and other

establish networks.

countries may do likewise.

In Italy, the current t}lree—year proj-
ect for seconclary—school directors
and teachers has been integrated into
the Action Plan for the “Year”, the
aim being to consider active, demo-
cratic, European citizenship as a

major interdisciplinary subject.

A number of countries have decided
to organise special awareness-raising
events, lectures, exhibitions and press

campaigns acl(lressing a wider public.

An All-Ukrainian children’s forum
— "The State That Hears Children” -
was held in January 2005 l)y the
Ministry of Education and Science
with a view to enhancing students’

social and 1ega1 activity.

In March, an 1innovative event
‘EURU?” was organisecl in central
London by young people for young
people to discuss Europe. It featured
a graﬁiti wall, electronic voting ses-
sions, performances (rap, song, com-
e(ly and dance), a video competition

and a celekrity spealeer.

From 20 November to 10 December,
Days of Human Rights Education,
including education events, work-

shops and exhibitions, will be held

in Austria.

Teacher training

in the spotlight

The success of any reform depends
on people. Making democracy learn-
ing a priority for school education
requires the participation and com-
mitment of many people, and among
the most important are teachers. The
teacher’s role is changing radica”y
to&ay. Teaching is not only about
transmitting knowledge, but also
about guiding students in the learn-
ing process and creating a democratic

learning environment.

Students are often encouraged to
form their own opinions rather than
to assume those of other people. It is
not easy, however, for all teachers to
take on this new role and acquire new
competences. They need to be trained

and encourage& to do so.

Most countries are organising at
least one seminar on BDC/HRE
for teachers or teacher trainers. In
Finland, a series of regiona] train-
ing sessions will be held, and in
the “former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia” several teacher-training
seminars will be organised by NGOs.
In Turkey, training will organise& for
teachers from all regions on chil-
dren’s rights and human rights. In the
Net}lerlan(ls, teachers will be trained
on how to incorporate EDC into the

curricula.

The Council of Burope has also
decided to Bighlight teacher training
(luring the “Year” From 15t0 17 June,
we will Lring teacher trainers from
all the member states to Strasbourg

to discuss this crucial issue.



The possibility of setting up a special
European centre for the training of
teacher trainers in education for
democratic citizens}lip and human
rights, history and intercultural edu-
cation is currently under discussion.
These subjects help young Europeans
to value our common past, to better
understand and appreciate different
cultures, and to take an active part in
pu]alic life. In fact, this work is lead-
ing to a new, encompassing notion of

“. . .
civic education”.

In the framework of the Council of
Europe’s programme of activities,
thousands of teachers have alreacly
been trained in human rights and
multi—perspective history teac}ling
in the Russian Federation, South
Caucasus, in Chechnya, Bosnia and
Herzegovina and in Serbia and

Montenegro.

Specific ’ceacl'ling material has been
developed as well as guidelines for
teachers. The Council of Europe Year
of Citizenship will provide an oppor-
tunity to improve this material as a
result of feedback received from
practitioners and decision makers, and

to disseminate it in other member states.

tolerance and anti-racism, as well as on

intercultural (lialogue in education.

Austria and Finland have decided to
look at different aspects of citizen-
ship each month throughout the
year. The monthly themes include
equality between women and men,
intercultural un&erstanding , minorities,
responsil)le consumption, traditions,
friendship without frontiers, victims
of persecution and commemoration

celebrations.

Information on the themes is avail-
able on the respective education min-
istries’ websites. Austria is organising
events linked to each mont]lly theme,
whereas the Finnish website encour-
ages educators to discuss the themes

in schools.

Bulgaria is putting a special empha—
sis on national minorities during the
Year, organising activities to promote
the Visibility of minority groups such

as Roma and Jews.

Romania is also focusing on minori-
ties, holding training seminars for
Roma and young people from other

minorities to encourage their civic

involvement.

Visibility for Minorities and
Human Rights issues

Human Rights issues are given a
strong focus during the “Year” Many
countries are organising seminars on

human rights and peace education,

Activities aimed at
young peop/e and pupi/s

The future })elongs to young people
and children. A substantial number of
activities at national and local level

are targete(l at young people. Youth

parliaments or councils have been set
up and special activities on citizen-

ship are being held in schools.

Andorra is talzing a very concrete and
practical approach to the concept of
citizenship aimed at showing how
one can be an active and conscious
citizen in everyday life. Activities
include sports and games planned
and organise& l)y the pupils themselves,
and workshops held in schools on
issues such as terrorism and democ-
racy, diversity, clrug addiction, as well
as on different types of communica-

tion, for example sign 1anguage.

The Ministers of Education of Malta
and the Netherlands have visited
schools in the framework of the “Year”
and participated in students” activi-

ties.

Countries such as Bulgaria,
Luxembourg, Romania, Moldova,
Russia, Serbia and Montenegro and
Ukraine to name but a few are
organising creative competitions for
pupils and students on EDC-related
issues. Finland is organising a
national schools competition for the
most original initiative of an “Active
School", and Norway has set up a
contest on terrorism and security in
Europe, which focuses on the work of

the Council of Europe.

Future prospects

In the United Kingdom, democratic
citizenship has now been taught in
schools for three years. A new report
by the National Foundation for
Educational  Research (NFER)
reveals that considerable progress
has been made in citizenship practice
in schools and emphasises the grow-
ing power of student voices. Teachers
and school leaders consider this to be
a very positive clevelopment, and.
students report that they associate
citizenship more with rights and
responsil)ilities than before. In a
nutshe“, the report shows that the
introduction of EDC in schools is

Education Newsletter 5
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beginning to have an influence and
confirms that we have some reason
to be optimistic: it 1is possil)le to
teach BEDC, to teach the meaning of

clemocracy.

This should encourage member states
in continuing their efforts to make
the “Year” sustainable. In the Council
of Europe, educational experts are
already thinking about what the
focus of the next stage will be.

This will depen(}. on the outcomes of
the “Year” The Third Summit of
Heads of State and Governments of
the Council of Burope has already
given our Organisation the green
light to continue to focus on policy
development, teacher training, net-
worlzs, exchange of goo& practice and
perllaps more on what we call the
“whole school approach”, meaning
that schools must become democrat-
ic places where children can assert

their rights and make their voices
heard.

The evaluation conference to be held
in May 2006 will provide an oppor-
tunity to take stock of national and

European activities and launch a new

phase of the EDC project.

Find out more:
European Year of Citizenship
through Education
http://www.coe.int/eyce

; ; Contact:
Olsf Olafsdsttir
EDC@coe.int

Targete(l co-operation and assistance activities

Regional Project “Education Policy and Minorities”

The end of the regional project “Education Policy and Minorities” was marked
1)y a final conference in Kyiyv, Ukraine, on 18 and 19 November 2004. The
project combined country—specific bilateral consul’cancy (with Armenia,
Azerl)aijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Russian Federation) with a regional
co-operation initiative, which procluce(], direct benefits, enabled results to be
disseminated and provided the groun(lworlz for a continuing forum for regional

co-operation.

The project focused on the current situation in the education sector with regard
to minorities and language policies, and on the legal and policy framework

needed for the (levelopment of equal opportunities for all in education.

The final country reports of the national worleing groups, which will focus on

1ega1 issues and on language policies, will be pul)]ished l)y summer 2005.

International Strategic Expert Group

The International Strategic Experts’ Group (ISEG) was set up at the end of
2001 as a joint initiative between the Council of Europe, the Ministry of
Education of the Russian Federation and the World Bank (National Training
Foundation). ISEG's aim is to advise and support the Minister of Education in
implementing the Russian Federation Government’s “Concept of Modernisation
of the Education System of the Russian Federation Ly the year 2010”. The group,
comprising five Russian and five international experts, 1s a very effective pro{essional
body that works on the principle of rotating teams of rapporteurs who prepare the

thematic discussions and draft the report and recommendations for each session.

The 7th ISEG meeting (Moscow, 16-17 December 2004) focused on quality
management and quality assurance in higher vocational education in the Russian
Federation. The main goal of the meeting was to discuss current trends in the
development of quality assurance in higher vocational education and to provide
comments and expertise on existing trends and approac}les. The report of the meet-

ing is in preparation and will soon be transmitted to the Ministry of Education.

Bilateral consultancy in education

In 2004, following a request by the Ministry of Education of the Republic of
Belarus, the Education Directorate provided legislative expertise on the draft
law on higher education in Belarus. The activity was financed through the
Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ Matra Programme.

Meetings between Council of Europe experts and Belarusian drafters took p]ace
in Minsk 13-14 December 2004 and 11-12 April 2005. The participants
addressed a number of topics that are vital to the establishment of an effective
system of higher education and should therefore be thoroug}lly reflected in the
draft law. In particular, issues of academic freedom and institutional autonomy,
governance and management of Higher Education Institutions, quality assurance
and accreditation were discussed in
detail. The Council of Europe
experts’ opinion on the draft law will
be forwarded to the Ministry of
Education Ly the end of May 2005.

Contact:
Vadim Lysilzov

vadim.lysikov@coe.int




The pul)]ic re5p0nsi1)i]ity
for }]ig’llel’ education and

I'eSeal'Cll ( continueo[)

The public responsibility for higher
education and research is a corner-
stone of the European university
heritage. Yet our societies are chang-
ing rapidly and clinging to old solu-
tions will not further the very values
that these solutions were originally
clesigned to protect. The claim on
public attention and public funds is
growing, but public funds are not, or
at least not at the same rate. While
public funcling of higher education
and research is still important, the
concept of public responsibility must
be understood much more widely. It
must also be nuanced by looking
more closely at different &egrees and
levels of puMic responsi})ility as well
as at the instruments available for

exercising such responsibility.

A book based on the conference, pub-
lished in April 2005, aims to explore
what pul)lic responsibili’cy means in
the complex societies that have just
crossed the threshold to the 21st cen-
tury by examining both overall higher
education policies and specific aspects
of it such as higher education for a
democratic cu]ture, access to research
results, financing, equa] opportunities,
the approacll to regulation and new

trends in higher education.

The Council of Europe will also explore
the possihilities of developing a rec-
ommendation on the issue to be aclopt-
ed ]oy the Committee of Ministers of
the Council of Europe

Contact:
Sjur Bergan

sjur.]aergan @coe.int

Lan uages
on the move ...

Europass Language Passport

Europass, a co-ordinated collection
of documents designed to achieve
transparency of qualifica’cions and
competences and thereby facilitate
movement for education and employ—
ment in Europe, was launched by the
European Union in Luxem})ourg in
January 2005. One of its component
documents is a Language Passport
based on the standard adult passport of
the European Language Port/[o/io (ELP)
and the reference levels developed in
the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEFR). This
electronic Language Passport, which
can be filled in on-line or downloaded
in many language versions, was
cleveloped lay tlle Language Policy
Division of the Council of Europe in
co-operation with Cedefop for the
European Commission and will help

raise pula]ic awareness of the ELP,

ELP:
www.coe.int/portfolio

Europass:
http://europass.cedefop.eu.int/

Linking examinations to

EMTOPQ(Z)’I reference /QUQ/S

The wi(lesprea(l use of the standards

presented in the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages
(Language Policy Division, Council
of Europe, 2001) has led to ministries
of education, public and private exam-
ination bodies, 1anguage schools and
university departments concerned
with teac}xing and testing languages
becoming increasingly interested in
re]a’cing their curricula and examina-
tions to the Common Reference Levels.

One major concern is how to ensure

consistent interpretation of the levels
in different contexts. The Council of
Europe Manual for Relating Examinations
to the Common European Framework o][
Reference for Languages was pub-
lished for piloting in Septeml)er 2003.
Fo”owing a seminar organised by the
Language Policy Division in April
2004, 36 institutions from 19 coun-
tries registered for the pilot phase.
Their work is supported Ly a Reference
Supp/ernent (a catalogue of methods
for the empirica] analysis of examina-
tion results to confirm the calibration
of the examination against the refer-
ence levels) and a set of materials
i”ustrating the six Buropean levels:
CD-ROM:s with test items for listen-
ing and rea&ing and samples of writ-
ten performances, and DVDs/videos
with samples of spoken performances.
This material is already available for
French and English and under develop-
ment for German, Italian and Spanish

with more to follow. The final version

of the Manual will be published in
2008.

www.coe.int/lang
et
www.coe.int/portfolio

Furopean Day 0][ Languages
20 Septemlwr

Every year, an increasing number of
events cele})ra‘cing the European Day
of Languages (26 Septeml)er) are held
throughout the member states. Ideas
and information are available at:

www.coe.int/ed]

Contact:
]ohanna Panthier
J ohanna.panthier @ coe.int
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Books in brief

The universily as res podlics

The public resporsibilliiy
for higher education
and resesarch

Qur memany
af the past ard for tha lulues

The University as res publica,
Sjur BERGAN (ed.),

170 pages,

ISBN: 92 871 5515-1

The public responsibility for
higher education and research,
Luc WEBER

and Sjur BERGAN (eds),
242, pages,

ISBN: 92 871 5679-4

Our memory of the past
and ][or the future,
proceedings of

an international £orum,

]erusa]em,

15-21 Septem})er 2003,
ISBN: 92 871 5603-4
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A//-European Stua[y

on Education for Democratic
Citizenship Policies,

ISBN 92 871 5608-5

Incorporating intercultural
communicative competence

in language teacher education,
Mdiko Lazar,
ISBN 92 871 51965-2

1 nformation and
Communication Technologies
and Young Language
Learners, M. Camilleri

and V So”ars
ISBN 92 871 5128-8

Tool on Teacher Training for Education for
Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education,
December 2004, 43 pages

Democratic school participation,

Ly J. Torney-Purta and C. Henry Barber,
October 2004, 73 pages




Flash info

New institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Creating
viable institutions is a challenge in any state, and even
more so a post—conﬂict society. Bosnia and Herzegovina
(BiH) is no exception. This situation is compoun(i.ed loy a
constitutional arrangement which, according to a recent
Venice Commission report, ‘is neither efficient nor rational
and lacks democratic content. The Education Department
is aclclressing this issue by 1eaciing the establishment of the
Conference of Education Ministers and the BiH Rectors’

Conference. More in the next issue!

Hig}ier Education Worlzing Group, 22 October 2005,
Sarajevo: The Council of Europe hosted and chaired a
meeting of the Higher Education Working Group. This
group is composed of all stakeholders in higher education
and meets on a i)i—montiiiy basis in order to discuss com-

mon issues in hig}ler education. This session was devoted

to the Higiier Education Law and how students can become
more involved in both the drafting of higher education leg-
islation and supporting its passage in Parliament. It was also
suggested that the HEWG transform itself into a national
Bologna Follow-Up Committee; discussions are unclerway
with the Ministry of Civil Affairs to promote this idea.

I\’ieeting of Education Ministers in BiH, 9 November
2008, Mostar. At the request of the IC, Mr Gabriele
Mazza moderated a meeting of all Education Ministers in
BiH. The Ministers agreecl to establish a co—orclinating body
of Ministers of Education which would meet regulariy and
establish a permanent joint secretariat represented Ly the
relevant ministries. This body will signiiicant]y influence
the co-ordination among the Ministers and will allow the
Ministry of Civil Affairs to participate more activeiy in

the co-ordination of education reforms in BiH.

Launching’ Conference of the 2005 European Year of Citizenship t}lroug}l Education

(So{ia, Bulgaria, 13 and 14 December 2004)

The launching Conference for 2005 — European Year of
Citizenship through Education was held in Sofia on
13 and 14 December 2004 at the invitation of the
Buigarian authorities. 160 representatives of the Council

of Europe member states and European international

governmental and non—governmental organisations dis-
cussed ways of attaining the “Year's” objec’cives and
shared their experiences and achievements. They a(iopte(l
a final Communiqué and Action Plan to cieve]op instru-

Il’lel’ltS, irameworlzs ancl meciianisms £OI’ iuture European

Launching Conference of the European Year of Citizenship through Education (Sofia, Bulgaria, 13 and 14 December 2004)

Education Newsletter 9
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FlaSl'l info (continued)

co-operation in the field of clemocracy 1earning, favour
inter-institutional co-operation and create par’cnerships
and networks at all levels inside and among member states
in the field of Education for Democratic Citizenship and
Human Rights for ensuring a sustainability beyond 2005.
The report of the Conference, by David Kerr, is available

on the website or upon request from the Secretariat.

David Kerr, General Rapporteur of the Launching Conference in Sofia,
13 and 14 December 2004

For further information please consult the website
http://www.coe.int/EYCE

First meeting of the newly established Conference
of Education Ministers in BiH, Sarajevo, 17 December.
The Ministers a&op’ce& its Rules of procedure and took
note of the work of several education initiatives
inclu&ing the report on the introduction of the com-
mon Core Curriculum for J[‘oreign 1anguages and its
harmonization with the standards of the Common

European Frameworlz O{ Reference.

Council of Europe advisory mission
on hig‘her education reform

and the Bologna Process in Albania,
Tirana, 20-21 January

The mission’s aim was to revive the contacts with the
Albanian Ministry of Bducation and the higher education

community. Curriculum clevelopment linked to a reform

of the qualifications structure and issues related to uni-
versity autonomy, management and participation were
identified as key issues to address with the support of the
Council of Europe.

The immediate result was the organisation of a first

national seminar on curriculum reforms in Tirana,

16-17 March 2005.

http://www.coe.int/ T/DG4/HigherEducation/
EHEA2010/Tirana05/Default_EN.asp

Launching of the BiH Rectors' Conference, 8 Fel)ruary
2005, at the Council of Europe office in Sarajevo, the

Rectors of seven universities in Bosnia and Herzegovina

J[.ormaHy established the BiH Rectors’ Conference.

Witnessing this highly publicised event were the Minister
of Civil Affairs, the Federation Minister of Education,
a representative of the Republika Srpska Minister of
Education as well as representatives of the International

Community.

The second Steering Board meeting for the joint Council
of Europe/European Union project on University
Governance Management, 8 February 2005, Sarajevo,
The Steering Board meeting was held with university Rectors

as well as government and student representatives.

The Council of Europe team presentecl a review of the
first year activities and then proposecl second year activi-
ties: developing a prototype university Statute, carrying
out management training seminars and supporting the
BiH ENIC. The Steering Board gave their full support
for the activities and thanked the Council of Europe and

European Commission for their assistance.

Meeting of the Ministers of Education in BiH, 20-22
February 2005, Branschweig, Germany: The Georg
Eckhart Institute organised a meeting of the Ministers of
Education to discuss practical ways of implementing
the Guidelines for new history and geography textbook
writers in BiH, clevelopecl l)y BiH and Council of Europe
experts with the OSCE.



Council of Europe conference
on Higller Education Governance

“Higher Education Governance between democratic

culture, academic aspirations and market forces”

(Worizing title), 22-23 Septemi)er 2005, Strasi)ourg

One of the main focuses of the current activities of the
Higiier Education and Research Division of the Council
of Burope is “Higher Education Governance”. The confer-

ence in Septemi)er will present the results of two years of

work and offer a piatiorm for discussion and debate. It
is also intended as a contribution to both the European
Year of Citizenship through Education, a Council of
Europe initiative for 2005, and the Boiogna Process,
the creation of a European Higiier Education Area i)y
2010.
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http://lwww.coe.int/t/dg4/highereducation/
governance/conferenceintro_EN.asp

Calen(lar of events - non exhaustive

Janual'y

31, Strasljourg Council of Europe Worlzing Party
on Higi'ler Education Governance
Contact: Sjur Bergan

Fe])ruary

1, Strasbourg Meeting of the Steering Committee for Higher
Education and Research (CDESR) Bureau
Contact: Sjur Bergan

14-15, Strai)ourg Bureau meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee

of experts for the European Year of Citizenship
through Education (CAHCIT)

Contact: Olsf Olafsdsttir

March

16-17, Tirana Seminar on curriculum reform
in Albanian liigiier education, Tirana
Contact: Sjur Bergan

April (continued)

20-22, Baku Council of Europe conference “European iligiier
education poiicies and reform” (20-21)
and seminar “Recognition of qualiltications" (22)

Contact: Sjur Bergan

21-24, Warsaw Conference on “the role of non-governmental
organisations in the field of Education for

Democratic Citizenship"

Contact: Olsf Olafsdsttir

May

18-20, Yakutsk Seminar on “Intercultural and Interfaith
Dia.iogue through Education
Contact: Genna&iiy Kosyaie

19-20, Bergen Bologna Summit, Conference of Buropean
Education Ministers
Contact: Sjur Bergan

31 May-1 June, Sarajevo ENIC Regional Seminar
Contact: Sjur Bergan

April. ..

4.5, Strasl)ourg Plenary meeting of the Ad Hoe Committee
of experts for the European Year of Citizenship
through Education (CAHCIT)
Contact: Olsf Olafsdottir

14-16, Dubrovnik 8th meeting of EDC Coordinators and seminar
on sustainal)iiity of Education for Democratic
Citizenship and Human Rights
Contact: Olsf Olafsdsttir

June...

2-3, Strasi)ourg Third inter-institutional meeting with
the international organisations/institutions
Contact: Olsf Olafsdsttir

7, Stras]aourg Council of Europe Worlzing Party
on Higiler Education Governance
Contact: Sjur Bergan

8-9, Strasi)ourg Meeting of the CDESR Bureau

Contact: Sjur Bergan
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Calen(lal’ Of events - non exhaustive - (continued)

June (continued)
12-14, Dublin

16-17, Strashourg

20-21, S’cras})ourg

22-23, Strasl)ourg

23-28, Sarajevo

12th Joint Meeting of the ENIC
and NARIC Networks
Contact: Sjur Bergan

Conference on teacher training for Education
for Democratic Citizens}lip (EDC) and Human
Rigllts Education(HRE)

Contact: Olsf Olafsdsttir

8th Meeting of the Bureau of the Steering
Committee for Education (CDED)
Contact: Carole Reich

Bureau meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee

of experts for the European Year of Citizenship
through Education (CAHCIT)

Contact: Olof Olafsdottir

Final review of Education for democratic citi-
zen}lip activities conducted under the Joint

Programme with the European Commission

Septeml)er
20-22, Stras})ourg

22-23, Strasl)uurg

28, Strasbourg

29-30, Strasl)ourg

Plenary meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee
of experts for the European Year

of Citizenship through Education (CAHCIT)
Contact: Olsf Olafsdottir

Conference on “Hig}ler Education
Governance between Democratic Cu]ture,
Academic Aspirations and Market Forces”
(Worlzing title)

Contact: Sjur Bergan

Meeting of the Bureau of the CDESR
Contact: Sjur Bergan

Plenary Session of the CDESR
Contact: Sjur Bergan

2005 European Year
of Citizenship
througf}l Education

Publication end of June ofa special edition on the ministerial seminar

“Teac]"u'ng Remembrance tllrougll Cultural Heritage’,
which was held in Cracow and Auschwitz-Birkenau from 4 to 6 May 2005.
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