WOMEN FORGING LASTING PEACE

Annual Conference of the Council of Europe Gender Equality Commission

Dr. Michael O'Flaherty was elected by the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe in January 2024. He is the fifth
Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council
of Europe. The Commissioner's mandate lasts for
six years and is non-renewable.

An Irish human rights lawyer, Commissioner
O'Flaherty has served as the Director of the EU
Fundamental Rights Agency (2015-2023), as a

‘ member of the United Nations Human Rights

‘Q Committee (2004-2012), as Chief Commissioner
of the Northern Ireland Human Rights
Commission (2011- 2013) and in various posts at the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, notably in setting up operations in conflict-affected
countries such as Sierra Leone and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Commissioner O'Flaherty has held professorships of human rights at the Universities of
Nottingham (U.K.) and Galway (Ireland), where he has also led their Human Rights
Centres. He is currently Adjunct (Honorary) Full Professor at the University of
Maynooth and at University College Dublin. He has published widely in the field of
human rights.

#CoE4GenderEquality
#WomenForgingPeace
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