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FOREWORD

Since 1998, the CAHDI operates as European Observatory of Reservations to International 
Treaties and regularly considers a list of outstanding reservations.

This document presents the reactions of member and observer States of the CAHDI to outstanding 
reservations and declarations examined by the Committee and for which the deadline for objection 
has expired. To this end, a table of objections to the reservations and declarations examined at the 
51st (Strasbourg, 3-4 March 2016) and 52nd (Brussels, 15-16 September 2016) meetings of the 
CAHDI is set out.

Appendix I contains the text of the reservations and declarations to treaties concluded outside the 
Council of Europe. Appendix II presents the text of a partial withdrawal of a reservation. The format 
of the information contained in these appendices is the following:
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TABLE OF OBJECTIONS

LEGEND
 
Sign. : Made upon signature

 State has objected
♦ State has made a declaration
◄ State has objected to the original reservation(s), in case of a (partial) withdrawal
 ■ State considers the reservation to have been formulated belatedly

TREATIES

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS TO TREATIES CONCLUDED OUTSIDE THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE

A. International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1966)
B. Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (1984)
C. Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989)
D. Optional Protocol on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography (2000)
E. Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing 

the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (2000)
F. International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (2005)

PARTIAL WITHDRAWALS OF RESERVATIONS

G. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979)
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Albania
Andorra
Armenia
Austria  

Azerbaijan
Belgium 

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria 
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic 
Denmark
Estonia
Finland  
France 

Georgia
Germany 

Greece
Hungary 
Iceland
Ireland  

Italy 
Latvia 
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Moldova 
Monaco
Montenegro
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Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland 

Portugal 
Romania 
Russian Federation
San Marino
Serbia
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden  

Switzerland 
“the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia”
Turkey
Ukraine
United Kingdom  
Australia
Canada
Holy See
Israel
Japan
Mexico
New Zealand
United States of America
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX I
RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS TO TREATIES CONCLUDED OUTSIDE THE 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

A. INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION (1966)

1. SINGAPORE, 19 October 2015, 23 October 2015, 22 October 2016

Reservations and declarations

“The Government of the Republic of Singapore makes the following reservations and declarations 
in relation to articles 2, 6 and 22 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination (hereinafter referred to as the “Convention”) adopted by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations in New York on the 21st day of December 1965 and signed on 
behalf of the Republic of Singapore today:

1) The Republic of Singapore reserves the right to apply its policies concerning the admission and 
regulation of foreign work pass holders, with a view to promoting integration and maintaining 
cohesion within its racially diverse society.

2) The Republic of Singapore understands that the obligation imposed by Article 2, paragraph 1 (d) 
of the Convention may be implemented by means other than legislation if such means are 
appropriate, and if legislation is not required by circumstances. 

3) The Republic of Singapore interprets the requirement in Article 6 of the Convention concerning 
“reparation or satisfaction” as being fulfilled if one or other of these forms of redress is made 
available and interprets “satisfaction” as including any form of redress effective to bring the 
discriminatory conduct to an end.

4) With reference to Article 22 of the Convention, the Republic of Singapore states that before any 
dispute to which the Republic of Singapore is a party may be submitted to the jurisdiction of the 
International Court of Justice under this Article, the specific consent of the Republic of Singapore is 
required in each case.”

Article 2
1. States Parties condemn racial discrimination and undertake to pursue by all appropriate means and without delay a 
policy of eliminating racial discrimination in all its forms and promoting understanding among all races, and, to this end: 
(a) Each State Party undertakes to engage in no act or practice of racial discrimination against persons, groups of 
persons or institutions and to ensure that all public authorities and public institutions, national and local, shall act in 
conformity with this obligation; 
(b) Each State Party undertakes not to sponsor, defend or support racial discrimination by any persons or organizations; 
(c) Each State Party shall take effective measures to review governmental, national and local policies, and to amend, 
rescind or nullify any laws and regulations which have the effect of creating or perpetuating racial discrimination 
wherever it exists; 
(d) Each State Party shall prohibit and bring to an end, by all appropriate means, including legislation as required by 
circumstances, racial discrimination by any persons, group or organization; 
(e) Each State Party undertakes to encourage, where appropriate, integrationist multiracial organizations and 
movements and other means of eliminating barriers between races, and to discourage anything which tends to 
strengthen racial division.
2. States Parties shall, when the circumstances so warrant, take, in the social, economic, cultural and other fields, 
special and concrete measures to ensure the adequate development and protection of certain racial groups or individuals 
belonging to them, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the full and equal enjoyment of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. These measures shall in no case entail as a consequence the maintenance of unequal or separate rights for 
different racial groups after the objectives for which they were taken have been achieved.

Article 6
States Parties shall assure to everyone within their jurisdiction effective protection and remedies, through the competent 
national tribunals and other State institutions, against any acts of racial discrimination which violate his human rights and 
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fundamental freedoms contrary to this Convention, as well as the right to seek from such tribunals just and adequate 
reparation or satisfaction for any damage suffered as a result of such discrimination.

Article 22
Any dispute between two or more States Parties with respect to the interpretation or application of this Convention, which 
is not settled by negotiation or by the procedures expressly provided for in this Convention, shall, at the request of any of 
the parties to the dispute, be referred to the International Court of Justice for decision, unless the disputants agree to 
another mode of settlement.

B. CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING 
TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT (1984)

2. FIJI, 14 March 2016, 16 March 2016, 15 March 2017

Reservations

“The Government of the Republic of Fiji does not recognize the definition of Torture as provided for 
in article 1 of the Convention therefore shall not be bound by these provisions. The definition of 
Torture in the Convention is only applicable to the extent as expressed in the Fijian Constitution.

The Government of the Republic of Fiji recognizes the article 14 of the Convention only to the 
extent that the right to award compensation to victims of an act of torture shall be subject to the 
determination of a Court of law.

The Government of the Republic of Fiji does not recognize the competence of the Committee 
against Torture as provided for in article(s) 20, 21 and 22 of the Convention and therefore shall not 
be bound by these provisions.

The Government of the Republic of Fiji does not recognize paragraph 1 of article 30 of the 
Convention and therefore shall not be bound by this provision.”

Article 1
1. For the purposes of this Convention, the term "torture" means any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether 
physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him or a third person 
information or a confession, punishing him for an act he or a third person has committed or is suspected of having 
committed, or intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for any reason based on discrimination of any kind, when 
such pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other 
person acting in an official capacity. It does not include pain or suffering arising only from, inherent in or incidental to 
lawful sanctions.
2. This article is without prejudice to any international instrument or national legislation which does or may contain 
provisions of wider application.

Article 14
1. Each State Party shall ensure in its legal system that the victim of an act of torture obtains redress and has an 
enforceable right to fair and adequate compensation, including the means for as full rehabilitation as possible. In the 
event of the death of the victim as a result of an act of torture, his dependants shall be entitled to compensation.
2. Nothing in this article shall affect any right of the victim or other persons to compensation which may exist under 
national law.

Article 20
1. If the Committee receives reliable information which appears to it to contain well-founded indications that torture is 
being systematically practised in the territory of a State Party, the Committee shall invite that State Party to co-operate in 
the examination of the information and to this end to submit observations with regard to the information concerned.
2. Taking into account any observations which may have been submitted by the State Party concerned, as well as any 
other relevant information available to it, the Committee may, if it decides that this is warranted, designate one or more of 
its members to make a confidential inquiry and to report to the Committee urgently.
3. If an inquiry is made in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article, the Committee shall seek the co-operation of the 
State Party concerned. In agreement with that State Party, such an inquiry may include a visit to its territory.
4. After examining the findings of its member or members submitted in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article, the 
Commission shall transmit these findings to the State Party concerned together with any comments or suggestions which 
seem appropriate in view of the situation.
5. All the proceedings of the Committee referred to in paragraphs I to 4 of this article shall be confidential, and at all 
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stages of the proceedings the co-operation of the State Party shall be sought. After such proceedings have been 
completed with regard to an inquiry made in accordance with paragraph 2, the Committee may, after consultations with 
the State Party concerned, decide to include a summary account of the results of the proceedings in its annual report 
made in accordance with article 24.

Article 21
1. A State Party to this Convention may at any time declare under this article that it recognizes the competence of the 
Committee to receive and consider communications to the effect that a State Party claims that another State Party is not 
fulfilling its obligations under this Convention. Such communications may be received and considered according to the 
procedures laid down in this article only if submitted by a State Party which has made a declaration recognizing in regard 
to itself the competence of the Committee. No communication shall be dealt with by the Committee under this article if it 
concerns a State Party which has not made such a declaration. Communications received under this article shall be dealt 
with in accordance with the following procedure;
(a) If a State Party considers that another State Party is not giving effect to the provisions of this Convention, it may, by 
written communication, bring the matter to the attention of that State Party. Within three months after the receipt of the 
communication the receiving State shall afford the State which sent the communication an explanation or any other 
statement in writing clarifying the matter, which should include, to the extent possible and pertinent, reference to 
domestic procedures and remedies taken, pending or available in the matter;
(b) If the matter is not adjusted to the satisfaction of both States Parties concerned within six months after the receipt by 
the receiving State of the initial communication, either State shall have the right to refer the matter to the Committee, by 
notice given to the Committee and to the other State;
(c) The Committee shall deal with a matter referred to it under this article only after it has ascertained that all domestic 
remedies have been invoked and exhausted in the matter, in conformity with the generally recognized principles of 
international law. This shall not be the rule where the application of the remedies is unreasonably prolonged or is unlikely 
to bring effective relief to the person who is the victim of the violation of this Convention;
(d) The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining communications under this article; (e) Subject to the 
provisions of subparagraph
(e), the Committee shall make available its good offices to the States Parties concerned with a view to a friendly solution 
of the matter on the basis of respect for the obligations provided for in this Convention. For this purpose, the Committee 
may, when appropriate, set up an ad hoc conciliation commission;
(f) In any matter referred to it under this article, the Committee may call upon the States Parties concerned, referred to in 
subparagraph (b), to supply any relevant information;
(g) The States Parties concerned, referred to in subparagraph (b), shall have the right to be represented when the matter 
is being considered by the Committee and to make submissions orally and/or in writing;
(h) The Committee shall, within twelve months after the date of receipt of notice under subparagraph (b), submit a report:
(i) If a solution within the terms of subparagraph (e) is reached, the Committee shall confine its report to a brief statement 
of the facts and of the solution reached;
(ii) If a solution within the terms of subparagraph (e) is not reached, the Committee shall confine its report to a brief 
statement of the facts; the written submissions and record of the oral submissions made by the States Parties concerned 
shall be attached to the report.
In every matter, the report shall be communicated to the States Parties concerned.
2. The provisions of this article shall come into force when five States Parties to this Convention have made declarations 
under paragraph 1 of this article. Such declarations shall be deposited by the States Parties with the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, who shall transmit copies thereof to the other States Parties. A declaration may be withdrawn at 
any time by notification to the Secretary-General. Such a withdrawal shall not prejudice the consideration of any matter 
which is the subject of a communication already transmitted under this article; no further communication by any State 
Party shall be received under this article after the notification of withdrawal of the declaration has been received by the 
Secretary-General, unless the State Party concerned has made a new declaration.

Article 22
1. A State Party to this Convention may at any time declare under this article that it recognizes the competence of the 
Committee to receive and consider communications from or on behalf of individuals subject to its jurisdiction who claim to 
be victims of a violation by a State Party of the provisions of the Convention. No communication shall be received by the 
Committee if it concerns a State Party which has not made such a declaration.
2. The Committee shall consider inadmissible any communication under this article which is anonymous or which it 
considers to be an abuse of the right of submission of such communications or to be incompatible with the provisions of 
this Convention.
3. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2, the Committee shall bring any communications submitted to it under this 
article to the attention of the State Party to this Convention which has made a declaration under paragraph I and is 
alleged to be violating any provisions of the Convention. Within six months, the receiving State shall submit to the 
Committee written explanations or statements clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that may have been taken by 
that State.
4. The Committee shall consider communications received under this article in the light of all information made available 
to it by or on behalf of the individual and by the State Party concerned. 
5. The Committee shall not consider any communications from an individual under this article unless it has ascertained 
that:
(a) The same matter has not been, and is not being, examined under another procedure of international investigation or 
settlement;
(b) The individual has exhausted all available domestic remedies; this shall not be the rule where the application of the 
remedies is unreasonably prolonged or is unlikely to bring effective relief to the person who is the victim of the violation of 
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this Convention.
6. The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining communications under this article.
7. The Committee shall forward its views to the State Party concerned and to the individual.
8. The provisions of this article shall come into force when five States Parties to this Convention have made declarations 
under paragraph 1 of this article. Such declarations shall be deposited by the States Parties with the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, who shall transmit copies thereof to the other States Parties. A declaration may be withdrawn at 
any time by notification to the Secretary-General. Such a withdrawal shall not prejudice the consideration of any matter 
which is the subject of a communication already transmitted under this article; no further communication by or on behalf 
of an individual shall be received under this article after the notification of withdrawal of the declaration has been 
received by the Secretary General, unless the State Party has made a new declaration.

Article 30
1. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or application of this Convention which 
cannot be settled through negotiation shall, at the request of one of them, be submitted to arbitration. If within six months 
from the date of the request for arbitration the Parties are unable to agree on the organization of the arbitration, any one 
of those Parties may refer the dispute to the International Court of Justice by request in conformity with the Statute of the 
Court.
2. Each State may, at the time of signature or ratification of this Convention or accession thereto, declare that it does not 
consider itself bound by paragraph I of this article. The other States Parties shall not be bound by paragraph I of this 
article with respect to any State Party having made such a reservation.
3. Any State Party having made a reservation in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article may at any time withdraw 
this reservation by notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

C. CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD (1989)

3. SOMALIA, 1 October 2015, 1 October 2015, 30 September 2016

Reservations

“The Federal Republic of Somalia does not consider itself bound by Articles 14, 20, 21 of the 
above stated Convention and any other provisions of the Convention contrary to the General 
Principles of Islamic Sharia.”

Article 14
1. States Parties shall respect the right of the child to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.
2. States Parties shall respect the rights and duties of the parents and, when applicable, legal guardians, to provide 
direction to the child in the exercise of his or her right in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child.
3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are 
necessary to protect public safety, order, health or morals, or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.

Article 20
1. A child temporarily or permanently deprived of his or her family environment, or in whose own best interests cannot 
be allowed to remain in that environment, shall be entitled to special protection and assistance provided by the State.
2. States Parties shall in accordance with their national laws ensure alternative care for such a child.
3. Such care could include, inter alia, foster placement, kafalah of Islamic law, adoption or if necessary placement in 
suitable institutions for the care of children. When considering solutions, due regard shall be paid to the desirability of 
continuity in a child's upbringing and to the child's ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic background.

Article 21
States Parties that recognize and/or permit the system of adoption shall ensure that the best interests of the child shall 
be the paramount consideration and they shall:
(a) Ensure that the adoption of a child is authorized only by competent authorities who determine, in accordance with 
applicable law and procedures and on the basis of all pertinent and reliable information, that the adoption is permissible 
in view of the child's status concerning parents, relatives and legal guardians and that, if required, the persons 
concerned have given their informed consent to the adoption on the basis of such counselling as may be necessary;
(b) Recognize that inter-country adoption may be considered as an alternative means of child's care, if the child cannot 
be placed in a foster or an adoptive family or cannot in any suitable manner be cared for in the child's country of origin;
(c) Ensure that the child concerned by inter-country adoption enjoys safeguards and standards equivalent to those 
existing in the case of national adoption;
(d) Take all appropriate measures to ensure that, in inter-country adoption, the placement does not result in improper 
financial gain for those involved in it;
(e) Promote, where appropriate, the objectives of the present article by concluding bilateral or multilateral arrangements 
or agreements, and endeavour, within this framework, to ensure that the placement of the child in another country is 
carried out by competent authorities or organs.
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D. OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD ON THE 
SALE OF CHILDREN, CHILD PROSTITUTION AND CHILD PORNOGRAPHY (2000)

4. UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, 2 March 2016, 3 March 2016, 2 March 2017

Reservation

“… with a reservation regarding article 3, paragraph 5.”

Article 3
1. Each State Party shall ensure that, as a minimum, the following acts and activities are fully covered under its criminal 
or penal law, whether such offences are committed domestically or transnationally or on an individual or organized 
basis:
(a) In the context of sale of children as defined in article 2:
(i) Offering, delivering or accepting, by whatever means, a child for the purpose of:
a. Sexual exploitation of the child;
b. Transfer of organs of the child for profit;
c. Engagement of the child in forced labour;
(ii) Improperly inducing consent, as an intermediary, for the adoption of a child in violation of applicable international 
legal instruments on adoption;
(b) Offering, obtaining, procuring or providing a child for child prostitution, as defined in article 2;
(c) Producing, distributing, disseminating, importing, exporting, offering, selling or possessing for the above purposes 
child pornography as defined in article 2.
2. Subject to the provisions of the national law of a State Party, the same shall apply to an attempt to commit any of the 
said acts and to complicity or participation in any of the said acts.
3. Each State Party shall make such offences punishable by appropriate penalties that take into account their grave 
nature.
4. Subject to the provisions of its national law, each State Party shall take measures, where appropriate, to establish 
the liability of legal persons for offences established in paragraph 1 of the present article. Subject to the legal principles 
of the State Party, such liability of legal persons may be criminal, civil or administrative.
5. States Parties shall take all appropriate legal and administrative measures to ensure that all persons involved in the 
adoption of a child act in conformity with applicable international legal instruments.

E. PROTOCOL TO PREVENT, SUPPRESS AND PUNISH TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS, 
ESPECIALLY WOMEN AND CHILDREN, SUPPLEMENTING THE UNITED NATIONS 
CONVENTION AGAINST TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME (2000)

5. SINGAPORE, 28 September 2015, 28 September 2015, 27 September 2016

Declaration

“The Government of the Republic of Singapore declares that nothing in the Protocol shall impose 
obligations on Singapore to admit or retain within its territory, persons in respect of whom 
Singapore would not otherwise have an obligation to admit or retain within its territory.”

Reservation

“Pursuant to Article 15, paragraph 3 of the above-mentioned Protocol, the Government of the 
Republic of Singapore does not consider itself bound by Article 15, paragraph 2 of the said 
Protocol.”

Article 15
1. States Parties shall endeavour to settle disputes concerning the interpretation or application of this Protocol through 
negotiation. 
2. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or application of this Protocol that 
cannot be settled through negotiation within a reasonable time shall, at the request of one of those States Parties, be 
submitted to arbitration. If, six months after the date of the request for arbitration, those States Parties are unable to 
agree on the organization of the arbitration, any one of those States Parties may refer the dispute to the International 
Court of Justice by request in accordance with the Statute of the Court. 
3. Each State Party may, at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance or approval of or accession to this Protocol, 
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declare that it does not consider itself bound by paragraph 2 of this article. The other States Parties shall not be bound 
by paragraph 2 of this article with respect to any State Party that has made such a reservation. 
4. Any State Party that has made a reservation in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may at any time withdraw 
that reservation by notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

F. INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF ACTS OF NUCLEAR 
TERRORISM (2005)

6. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 30 September 2015, 30 September 2015, 29 September 
2016

Reservation

“Pursuant to Article 23(2) of the Convention, the United States of America declares that it does not 
consider itself bound by Article 23(1) of the Convention.”

Understandings

“1) The United States of America understands that the term “armed conflict” in Article 4 of the 
Convention does not include situations of internal disturbances and tensions, such as riots, 
isolated and sporadic acts of violence, and other acts of a similar nature. 

2) The United States of America understands that the term “international humanitarian law” in 
Article 4 of the Convention has the same substantive meaning as the law of war. 

3)The United States of America understands that, pursuant to Article 4 and Article 1(6), the 
Convention does not apply to: (a) the military forces of a State, which are the armed forces of a 
State organized, trained, and equipped under its internal law for the primary purpose of national 
defense or security, in the exercise of their official duties; (b) civilians who direct or organize the 
official activities of military forces of a State; or (c) civilians acting in support of the official activities 
of the military forces of a State, if the civilians are under the formal command, control, and 
responsibility of those forces. 

4) The United States of America understands that current United States law with respect to the 
rights of persons in custody and persons charged with crimes fulfils the requirement in Article 12 of 
the Convention and, accordingly, the United States does not intend to enact new legislation to fulfil 
its obligations under this Article.”

Article 1
[…]
6. “Military forces of a State” means the armed forces of a State which are organized, trained and equipped under its 
internal law for the primary purpose of national defence or security and persons acting in support of those armed forces 
who are under their formal command, control and responsibility.

Article 4
1. Nothing in this Convention shall affect other rights, obligations and responsibilities of States and individuals under 
international law, in particular the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and international 
humanitarian law.
2. The activities of armed forces during an armed conflict, as those terms are understood under international 
humanitarian law, which are governed by that law are not governed by this Convention, and the activities undertaken by 
military forces of a State in the exercise of their official duties, inasmuch as they are governed by other rules of 
international law, are not governed by this Convention.
3. The provisions of paragraph 2 of the present article shall not be interpreted as condoning or making lawful otherwise 
unlawful acts, or precluding prosecution under other laws.
4. This Convention does not address, nor can it be interpreted as addressing, in any way, the issue of the legality of the 
use or threat of use of nuclear weapons by States.

Article 12
Any person who is taken into custody or regarding whom any other measures are taken or proceedings are carried out 
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pursuant to this Convention shall be guaranteed fair treatment, including enjoyment of all rights and guarantees in 
conformity with the law of the State in the territory of which that person is present and applicable provisions of 
international law, including international law of human rights.

Article 23
1. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or application of this Convention which 
cannot be settled through negotiation within a reasonable time shall, at the request of one of them, be submitted to 
arbitration. If, within six months of the date of the request for arbitration, the parties are unable to agree on the 
organization of the arbitration, any one of those parties may refer the dispute to the International Court of Justice, by 
application, in conformity with the Statute of the Court.
2. Each State may, at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance or approval of this Convention or accession thereto, 
declare that it does not consider itself bound by paragraph 1 of the present article. The other States Parties shall not be 
bound by paragraph 1 with respect to any State Party which has made such a reservation.
3. Any State which has made a reservation in accordance with paragraph 2 of the present article may at any time 
withdraw that reservation by notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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APPENDIX II
PARTIAL WITHDRAWALS OF RESERVATIONS

G. CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
WOMEN (1979)

7. SINGAPORE, 15 October 2015, 15 October 2015, 14 October 2016

Partial withdrawal of reservation

“[...] upon accession to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women, the Government of the Republic of Singapore made a reservation in the following terms: 

‘(3) Singapore interprets article 11, paragraph 1 in the light of the provisions of article 4, paragraph 
2 as not precluding prohibitions, restrictions or conditions on the employment of women in certain 
areas, or on work done by them where this is considered necessary or desirable to protect the 
health and safety of women or the human foetus, including such prohibitions, restrictions or 
conditions imposed in consequence of other international obligations of Singapore and considers 
that legislation in respect of article 11 is unnecessary for the minority of women who do not fall 
within the ambit of Singapore's employment legislation. 

[...] the Government of the Republic of Singapore, having reviewed the said reservation, hereby 
modifies the same as follows: 

‘(3) Singapore considers that legislation in respect of article 11 is unnecessary for the minority of 
women who do not fall within the ambit of Singapore’s employment legislation.’...”

Article 4
1. Adoption by States Parties of temporary special measures aimed at accelerating de facto equality between men and 
women shall not be considered discrimination as defined in the present Convention, but shall in no way entail as a 
consequence the maintenance of unequal or separate standards; these measures shall be discontinued when the 
objectives of equality of opportunity and treatment have been achieved.
2. Adoption by States Parties of special measures, including those measures contained in the present Convention, aimed 
at protecting maternity shall not be considered discriminatory.

Article 11
1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in the field of 
employment in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, the same rights, in particular: 
(a) The right to work as an inalienable right of all human beings;
(b) The right to the same employment opportunities, including the application of the same criteria for selection in matters 
of employment;
(c) The right to free choice of profession and employment, the right to promotion, job security and all benefits and 
conditions of service and the right to receive vocational training and retraining, including apprenticeships, advanced 
vocational training and recurrent training;
(d) The right to equal remuneration, including benefits, and to equal treatment in respect of work of equal value, as well 
as equality of treatment in the evaluation of the quality of work;
(e) The right to social security, particularly in cases of retirement, unemployment, sickness, invalidity and old age and 
other incapacity to work, as well as the right to paid leave;
(f) The right to protection of health and to safety in working conditions, including the safeguarding of the function of 
reproduction.
2. In order to prevent discrimination against women on the grounds of marriage or maternity and to ensure their effective 
right to work, States Parties shall take appropriate measures: 
(a) To prohibit, subject to the imposition of sanctions, dismissal on the grounds of pregnancy or of maternity leave and 
discrimination in dismissals on the basis of marital status;
(b) To introduce maternity leave with pay or with comparable social benefits without loss of former employment, seniority 
or social allowances;
(c) To encourage the provision of the necessary supporting social services to enable parents to combine family 
obligations with work responsibilities and participation in public life, in particular through promoting the establishment and 
development of a network of child-care facilities;
(d) To provide special protection to women during pregnancy in types of work proved to be harmful to them.
3. Protective legislation relating to matters covered in this article shall be reviewed periodically in the light of scientific and 
technological knowledge and shall be revised, repealed or extended as necessary.


