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Ursula WARNKE, 
Manager, European Route of Megalithic Culture
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General session 1 - Balancing Tourism and Heritage Conservation in Europe’s
Cultural Landscapes: Collaborative Pathways through Cultural Routes of the
Council of Europe

Megalithic Routes
one of the Cultural Routes of Europe

Ursula Warnke, Managing Director Megalithic Routes





Dolmen of Antequera, Spain



https://megalithicroutes.eu

Example for Slow Tourism:
Cycling Route in Northern Germany 



Göbekli Tepe in the museum Urfa and original 
site



Museum Aosta, Italien
original place
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Benedetta DIAMANTI,
Director, European Route of Ceramics
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Conservation in Europe’s Cultural Landscapes: 

Collaborative Pathways through Cultural Routes 
of the Council of Europe



MED-ROUTES: ENHANCING MED SUSTAINABLE CULTURAL 

TOURISM 

THROUGH THE CREATION OF ECO-ITINERARIES 

INSIDE EUROPEAN CULTURAL ROUTES

14th Annual Advisory Forum on the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe 
Cappadocia (Türkiye), 23 October 2025

Benedetta Diamanti, Director of the European Route of Ceramics



MED-ROUTES
A European project to pioneer a 

sustainable tourism model focused on 

the shared heritage of four Cultural 

Routes of the Council of Europe



2,7
Trillions of dollars in global market 

value”

14%
Annual growth until 2034

SUSTAINABLE 
Tourism

Source: PWC Travel Outlook 2024



believe that traveling 

sustainably is important

SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

83%
feel inspired to live more sustainably 

after seeing it in action while traveling

67%

plan to reduce energy use 

on future trips

57%
plan to use more sustainable transport 

when traveling

54%
feel guilty when making less 

sustainable choices

43%

Source: Sustainable Travel  Report 2024 - Booking.com



A EUROPEAN PROJECT CO-FUNDED BY INTERREG EURO-

MED

The soul of  the project:  4 Cultural Routes of  the Council of  Europe

European Routeof Ceramics

Routes of theOliveTree

Phoenicians’ Route

Destination Napoleon

together with 8 partners from Italy, Portugal, Spain, Croatia, Greece, Cyprus, Bulgaria 



MED-ROUTES
• promotes local areas outside the most popular destination 

• fosters inter-CR collaboration to boost visibility and 

impact



STARTING POINT: 3 PILLAR

SUSTAINABLE AND RESPONSIBLE 
TOURISM

Tourism based on conscious 
choices that reduce negative 

impacts and generate 
environmental, social, and 
economic benefits for local 

communities.

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

The circular economy applied 
to tourism aims to reduce waste 

and optimize resource use, 
ensuring the sustainability of 

the entire tourism system. REGENERATIVE APPROACH

From strategies to repair 
damage to strategies that 

create positive impact.



WE CREATED 8 

ECO-

ITINERARIES

within small portions of  territory 

bringing together heritage elements from 

different Cultural Routes

co-creation process with the local 

communities

with strong attention to environmental

sustainability



MED-ROUTES: A SHARED 
PROJECT AMONG COE’S 
CULTURAL ROUTES 

that have historically intersected 

across the Mediterranean



A 

REPLICABLE

MODEL
• MED-Routes is a pilot project - designed to be replicated

• Other Cultural Routes together can adopt the model:

• Build eco-itineraries in a specific territory

• Promote shared destinations

• Cooperation among Cultural Routes

→ increase of tourism offer beyond popular destinations



THE “GREEN LABEL”

• A label that certifies:

• Sustainability standards of  the eco-

itinerary’s operators

• Responsible tourism practices

• Benefits:

• Promotes the itineraries

• Encourages stakeholders to join

• Ensures project continuity beyond

funding



SUMMARY

• MED-Routes is a scalable and effective model

• It focuses on eco-itineraries, community co-creation, and cross-Route 
cooperation

• It represents a real opportunity for a new touristic development and 
promotion of  small European destinations at the crossroad of  
Cultural Routes

Let’s work together to build more meaningful, sustainable tourism!



Benedetta Diamanti, Director of the European Route of Ceramics

…let’s watch the trailer of one of the 
MED-Routes eco-itineraries and thank you!



GENERAL SESSION 1

SPEAKER

Maria Giusi LUPRANO,
Ministry of Culture, Italy

Balancing Tourism and Heritage - 
Conservation in Europe’s Cultural Landscapes: 

Collaborative Pathways through Cultural Routes 
of the Council of Europe



GENERAL SESSION 1

SPEAKER

Hasan Ali KARASAR,
Rector, Cappadocia University, Türkiye

Balancing Tourism and Heritage -
Conservation in Europe’s Cultural Landscapes: 

Collaborative Pathways through Cultural Routes 
of the Council of Europe



GENERAL SESSION 1

SPEAKER

Jacopo BORDIGNON,
Senior Project Specialist, Regional Department for Europe, 
UN Tourism

Balancing Tourism and Heritage - 
Conservation in Europe’s Cultural Landscapes: 

Collaborative Pathways through Cultural Routes 
of the Council of Europe



Enlarged Partial Agreement on 

Cultural Routes of the Council of 

Europe (EPA): 14th Advisory Forum

Mr. Jacopo Bordignon

Senior Project Specialist

UN Tourism International Development & Cooperation Department



UN Tourism 
The United Nations agency responsible for the promotion 

of responsible, sustainable and universally accessible 
tourism

Specialized agency of the 
United Nations

159 member states
6 associate members

2 observers
500+ affiliate members

Tourism as a driver of 
economic growth, 

inclusive development and 
environmental 
sustainability

Offering leadership and 
support to the tourism 
sector in advancing 

knowledge and tourism 
policies worldwide

EPA Meeting 



Technical

Cooperation

EPA Meeting 



EPA Meeting - 6 

EPA Meeting 



Potential areas 

of cooperation 

New area of

cooperation

EPA Meeting 



Areas of 

cooperation

EPA Meeting 



EPA Meeting - 6 

EPA Meeting - 8

Projects in Europe:

• Croatia

• Georgia

• Montenegro

• Türkiye

• Tajikistan

• Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz 

Republic

• Uzbekistan

EPA Meeting 



Thank you!
Mr. Jacopo Bordignon – UN Tourism International Development & Cooperation Department

jbordignon@untourism.int





X

Focus on

Europe

The biggest and most diverse 

region in UN Tourism:

• 41 Member States

• 2 Associate Members

• 1 Permanent Observer

Vision

“to serve the Member States in 

the Region to achieve the 

highest standards 

of performance in 

tourism policy and tourism 

governance “

•Diverse mix of 
nations at the 
crossroads of 
religions and 
cultures, covering 4 
official languages of 
the UN Tourism.

Diverse 
membership

• Leading tourism 
destinations and 
emerging markets 
with diverse sets 
of needs and 
priorities.

Tourism 
development 

divide 

• Numerous 
subregional 
stakeholders and 
policy 
counterparts (i.e. 
Committee of the 
Regions).

Politically 
complex 

subregions

EPA Meeting - 3



GENERAL SESSION 1

SPEAKER

Anni ALHO, 
Senior advisor, Finnish Heritage Agency

Balancing Tourism and Heritage - 
Conservation in Europe’s Cultural Landscapes: 

Collaborative Pathways through Cultural Routes 
of the Council of Europe



Cultural Routes for Heritage 
Cooperation and Capacity Building

14th Annual Advisory Forum on the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe
Cappadocia, Türkiye

Anni Alho, Senior Advisor, Finnish Heritage Agency

Photo: Ahlström Ironwork area



Project: Cultural Routes for 
Heritage Cooperation and 
Capacity Building

• The project is run by the Baltic-
Nordic Cultural Routes Working 
Group 

• Members from Norway, Sweden, 
Finland, Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania.

• The starting point: to support better 
use of the Cultural Routes of the 
Council of Europe program in the 
region.

Phoro: Ahlstöm Ironwork area



Objectives of the project

1. Support networking of Cultural 
Routes of the Council of 
Europe in Norway, Sweden, 
Finland and in the Baltic 
countries.

2. Improve the capacity of route 
networks in the region to 
promote and sustainably use 
cultural heritage, as well as to 
support the maintenance and 
development of route 
networks.

Photo: Tomi Glad, Alvar Aalto’s Teracced House, Eura



The Measures in the Project

1. Networking efforts: a Baltic-
Nordic Cultural Routes 
meeting

2. Communication efforts: 
producing material to promote 
a common and coherent 
message about Cultural 
Routes in the region

3. Capacity building efforts:  A 
guidebook and a structure for a 
workshop on how to build and 
maintain a sustainable 
Cultural Route.

Photo: Kesän sauna, Floating sauna in Oulu, Kati Koivunen



BREAK

10:45 – 11:15



THEMATIC SESSION 1

MODERATOR

Mike ROBINSON 
Professor of Cultural Heritage, Nottingham Trent University, 
United Kingdom

Innovative and Inclusive Heritage Interpretation: 
Enhancing Public Awareness and Visitor 
Experience along Cultural Routes and in 

Cultural Landscapes



Communicating the Meanings of the Cultural 

Routes of the Council of Europe

Initial Observations

Within a diverse, trans-national cultural route there is lot to communicate!

Not everyone is an expert!

Cross-cultural communication is critical

Coherence is important – brand, identity and quality



Persistent Issues

• ‘dense’, content focused, 
overly descriptive

• Academic authorship 
(objective, detached) 

      – lacking emotion!

• Over-technical 

• Overly historic

• Context largely absent







WHY – AS WELL AS WHAT!

• Why and how are these places / sites connected – physically and/or thematically?

• Why are they part of  a trans-national cultural route?

• Why are they significant – accredited through the Council of  Europe?

Think

AUDIENCE!



THEMATIC SESSION 1

SPEAKER

Helena VIČIČ, 
Managing Director, European Association for Heritage
Interpretation

Innovative and Inclusive Heritage Interpretation: 
Enhancing Public Awareness and Visitor 
Experience along Cultural Routes and in 

Cultural Landscapes



Innovative and inclusive heritage 

interpretation



Based on:

Schwartz, S. H. (1992) ‘Universals 

in the content and structure of 

values: theory and empirical 

tests in 20 countries’. In

Advances in Experimental Social 

Psychology (Vol. 25). ed. by 

Zanna, M. New York: Academic 

Press: 1-65

European founding values in focus

Cultural Routes Advisory Forum: 22-24 October, Cappadocia



Interpret Europe (2017)

Engaging citizens with Europe’s cultural heritage.

Witzenhausen: Interpret Europe

Engaging citizens

Altiero Spinelli Prize

2017

Cultural Routes Advisory Forum: 22-24 October, Cappadocia



Intellectual

PROVIDING WHOLE INTERPRETIVE EXPERIENCES

Physical Emotional

Spiritual

Social

Cultural Routes Advisory Forum: 22-24 October, Cappadocia



Cultural Routes Advisory Forum: 22-24 October, Cappadocia



Cultural Routes Advisory Forum: 22-24 October, Cappadocia



Thank you
office@interpret-europe-net

www.interpret-europe.net

Cultural Routes Advisory Forum: 22-24 October, Cappadocia



THEMATIC SESSION 1

SPEAKER

Christopher WHITEHEAD, 
Professor of Museology, Newcastle University, United 
Kingdom

Innovative and Inclusive Heritage Interpretation: 
Enhancing Public Awareness and Visitor 
Experience along Cultural Routes and in 

Cultural Landscapes



A Plural Heritages approach to European Cultural Routes

Prof Chris Whitehead, Newcastle University

chris.whitehead@ncl.ac.uk



What counts as ‘heritage’ and who says?
(Key problems)

• Who decides what heritage is and how 
it can be defined is always connected to 
power dynamics

• Heritage is about valuing the past in the 
present: but whose idea of the past?

• What ‘pasts’ are left out of official 
heritage?

• How can we capture the ’plural 
heritages’ of single places?







https://pluralheritages.ncl.ac.uk/#/stories



THEMATIC SESSION 1

SPEAKER

Giovanni CAFIERO, 
President, Aeneas Route

Innovative and Inclusive Heritage Interpretation: 
Enhancing Public Awareness and Visitor 
Experience along Cultural Routes and in 

Cultural Landscapes

SPEAKER

Fabio MOROTTI,
Doctoral Researcher, IULM 
University, Italy



14TH ANNUAL ADVISORY FORUM ON CULTURAL ROUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE  Innovative and 

Inclusive Heritage Interpretation: Enhancing Public Awareness and Visitor Experience

Cultural Itinerary of the Council of Europe since 
2021

2022.01.26 «Award ceremony» , Colosseum National Park 

Giovanni Cafiero (Aeneas’ Route president), Fabio Morotti (IULM University of Milan)

Troy, UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1998 Aeneas, Anchises, and Ascanius, 
Gian Lorenzo Bernini, 1618-1619



AENEAS’ ROUTE

    INSERISCI MAPPA



CULTURAL ITINERARIES AND TOURISM. 
FROM FARO CONVENTION TO THE PRINCIPLES OF COMMUNITY DESIGN THINKING

AENEAS ICONOGRAPHY

Tradition (Anchises), Present time (Aeneas), Next-generation (Ascanius): From the Burning  of Troy to a Sustainable Future.

From the left: Etruscan idol from Veio (6th century B.C.), fresco from Pompeii (1st century AD),
fresco by Raphael (16th century, Vatican Museums), Schönbrunn Garden, Vienna (18th century).



F.I.R.E. - AEneas Route International Festival
The annual event in the Phlegraean Fields (Naples Bay) that celebrates Mediterranean heritage

Aeneas' landing as seen from the acropolis of Cumae (Cuman Sybil), before his descent 
into the underworld through Lake Avernus. Phlegraean Fields Archaeological Park.



Troy Festival and Exhibition: “AENEAS ROUTE: Myth, Journey, Art, and Cultural Heritage” - August 2025

«FIRE» Aeneas Route International Festival: Albanian Ambassador Anila Bitri Lani (2022) and other events (2021–2025)



The AIneid video project

Single episode of a prospective series (2024)
duration: 3'20"
Film genre: adaptation of a literary work
Software used: Midjourney V6, Runway Gen-2, and 
ComfyUI

Generative AI is not merely a novel tool for creating 
images and videos; it is a powerful lens through which 
we can re-examine, reinterpret, and revitalize the 
foundational myths that have shaped our diverse 
literary and cultural histories.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vmvicuo1ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vmvicuo1ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vmvicuo1ic


CULTURAL ITINERARIES AND TOURISM. 
FROM FARO CONVENTION TO THE PRINCIPLES OF COMMUNITY DESIGN THINKING

Aeneas' Route: Myth, Arts, Archaeology, Values, Civilizations, and Traditions of the Mediterranean basin

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION



THEMATIC SESSION 1

SPEAKER

Mustafa TOLAY,
Member, Leonardo da Vinci Cultural Route, Türkiye

Innovative and Inclusive Heritage Interpretation: 
Enhancing Public Awareness and Visitor 
Experience along Cultural Routes and in 

Cultural Landscapes









Torun



POLONIA







LUNCH

13:00 – 14:30



PANEL DISCUSSION

MODERATOR

Vlasta KLARIĆ
Independent Expert, Libertas International University

Beyond the Destination: 
Reimagining Cultural Tourism through 

Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe



PANEL DISCUSSION: 

Beyond the Destination: Reimagining Cultural 

Tourism through Cultural Routes of the Council of 

Europe

23rd October 2025, Nevsehir



INTRODUCTION
Vlasta Klarić, moderator



SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIPS

SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIPS

Cultural encounters: 
overlapping of shared and
diversified identities



NEW THREATS, NEW RISKS

climate change, 

environmental 

degradation, 

geopolitical 

instablity…

https://www.npr.org/2025/04/17/g-s1-59683/palmyra-syria-heritage-sites-war-

restoration

https://www.npr.org/2025/04/17/g-s1-59683/palmyra-syria-heritage-sites-war-restoration
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NEW THREATS, NEW RISKS

https://theconversation.com/climate-change-must-be-a-catalyst-for-reform-of-the-world-heritage-system-191798

HOW TO RESPOND?

Climate action?

Manage, plan, protect..?

Awareness, 

interpretation?

Community 

reinforcement, 

involvement…?

ICOMOS 2022

…

https://theconversation.com/climate-change-must-be-a-catalyst-for-reform-of-the-world-heritage-system-191798
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87% 
 travellers want to 
travel sustainably, 

39% 

actively make 
environmentally 

friendly travel 
choices.

( Booking.com)

73% 
millennials are 
willing to pay 

more for 
sustainable 

goods, including 
eco-friendly 

travel.
Source: Nielsen

64%  
consumers have 

said they are 
willing to pay 

more for 
sustainable 

tourism options 
post-pandemic.
Source: McKinsey 

& Company

55% 
 travellers chose to 
visit eco-friendly 
destinations over 

other alternatives in 
2022.

Source: World Travel 
and Tourism Council 

(WTTC)

SHIFTING LIFESTYLES
WHO ARE OUR VISITORS?

https://www.coachhirecomparison.co.uk/blog/sustainable-tourism-statistics

H2H

https://www.coachhirecomparison.co.uk/blog/sustainable-tourism-statistics
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REFRAMING THE LANDSCAPE OF TOURISM
NEW VALUES IN TOURISM

NEW 
VALUES

REGENERAT
IVE 

TOURISM

CIRCULA
R 

TOURISM

TRANSFORMA
TIVE 

TOURISM…

RESPONSIB
LE 

TOURISM

CULTURAL ROUTES?

Beyond Fragmented Thinking

Tools for Understanding 
Complexities 

A Living Drama in Time

A Second Life for Heritage

ICOMOS principles for regenerative tourism destination management? 



CULTURAL TOURISM PRODUCT 
DESIGN HAS DIFFERENT MEANINGS 
FOR DIFFERENT ACTORS
WARNING



REGENERATING?:

SOCIETIES

HERITAGE

MEMORY

LANDSCAPES

TRANSFORMATIVE SHIFT?



REGENERATING?:

SOCIETIES

HERITAGE

MEMORY

LANDSCAPES

CULTURAL 
ROUTES

FOOD
TOURISM SENIOR 

TOURISM?

SLOW 
TOURISM

REGENERATI
VE TOURISM

ACTIVE 
OUTDOORS

TRANSFORMA
TIVE

TOURISM…

CREATIVE 
TOURISM…

CIRCULAR 
TOURISM

TRANSFORMATIVE SHIFT?





PRESERVING MEANING FOR 

NEW GENERATIONS?



CR: INTEGRATED 
TOOLS FOR LOCAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND 
SUSTAINABLE 
TOURISM

STRONG DIVERSIFICATION OF USERS  H2H

BACK TO HUMAN:  TRANSFORMATION & CHANGE

BACK  TO  COMMUNITY : RESPONSIBLE VISITOR  & CIRCULARITY

BACK TO UNDERSTANDING:  ETHICAL LIVING

BACK TO UDERSTANDING



2 ROUNDS OF QUESTIONS

Question N°1 – for all speakers 

• While visitor preferences are evolving toward more authentic, 

meaningful, and sustainable experiences, on one hand, we are faced 

with climate change, cultural degradation and rapid technological 

change, on the other hand, how in this context can European 

Cultural Routes be used as a tool for regeneration, more precisely: for 

the regenerative cultural tourism product design, encouraging 

heritage protection, interpretation and cross-border cooperation? 

• In simple words and from your specific professional experience: 

How can cultural routes provide a platform for the design of  a 

regenerative cultural tourism products, in order to stimulate visibility, 

visitor interest and participation and while strengthening local 

communities, integrating regenerative principles into destinations and 

ensuring the long-term protection of  cultural and natural heritage?



DRAFT CONCLUSIONS

• European Cultural Routes foster regional cooperation: ECR demonstrate how shared heritage can drive regional cooperation, 

linking communities across borders through culture, creativity, and dialogue.

•  Specialized, thematic, interactive interpretation and storytelling are crucial for better understanding, appreciation and 

preservation of  heritage, and key element to achieve this is education by trained guides and cultural mediators who enrich 

visitor understanding and foster respect for heritage

• Regenerative tourism - A shift toward regenerative cultural tourism requires moving beyond fragmented thinking - integrating 

sustainability, cultural preservation, and innovation in destination planning. Cultural Routes offer an ideal framework for 

developing cross-regional tourism models that are participatory, inclusive, and heritage-driven providing meaningful visitor 

engagement.

• Cross-sector collaboration between governments, cultural institutions, operators, and guides is essential to ensure sustainable 

management and innovative product development.

• Spanish examples point to Community participation as acornerstone of  resilience - local people should be co-creators and 

direct beneficiaries of tourism along CR.

•  Digital tools and new technologies can enhance visibility and visitor experience, helping to adapt cultural routes to changing 

traveler expectations.

• Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe serve as living laboratories for the future of  tourism, integrating sustainability, 

heritage protection, and intercultural understanding into a single, regenerative framework.
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Case Study: Tourist Guides and Sustainable Tourism at Petra, Jordan

• Jewel in the crown 

• 1M visitors in 2019 (1 in 4 for 
Jordan)

• Wear and tear

• Littering

• Graffiti

• Pollution

• Thefts

• Climbing monuments

• Breaking objects
(Source Alazaizeh, Jamaliah, Mgonja & Ababneh, 
2019)

FEG – Cultural Routes – Cappadocia Forum - 2025



Case Study: Tourist Guides and Sustainable Tourism at Petra, Jordan

Guide Management Role

• Lead the way through different 
places at the site

• Provided proper information to 
the visitors on the area visited

• Pointed out areas of natural 
and cultural significance

• Prevented the emergence of 
tension or conflict

• Promoted the happiness of 
visitors in the group

Visitor Experience

• The experience was 
engaging

• I was excited to see this site

• I felt a sense of wonder and 
awe

• I had an enjoyable 
experience

• I believe I did the right thing 
when I chose to visit Petra

FEG – Cultural Routes – Cappadocia Forum - 2025



Case Study: Tourist Guides and Sustainable Tourism at Petra, Jordan
Visitor Sustainable Behaviour

 Policy and Regulations Behaviour

• I accept the control policy 
not to enter the sensitive 
sites

• I comply with the rules so as 
not to harm the site 
environment

• I help to maintain the local 
environmental quality

General Visitor Behaviour

• I report to the site 
administration any 
environmental pollution and 
destruction

• I spend money in the local area

• I help other tourists learn about 
the site

• Donating money to protect the 
site

FEG – Cultural Routes – Cappadocia Forum - 2025



Case Study: Conclusion • Tourist guides play a key role in enhancing 
visitor behaviour and experience

• Tourist guides are cultural brokers 
between the visitors and the host 
population

• When tourist guides’ performance is good, 
the visitors are more proactive in 
conserving the resources, and vice versa

• Developing awareness, concern, and 
appreciation for the local environment 
helps visitors to exhibit sustainable 
behaviour

• The role of tourist guides is significant 
since visitors come from diverse 
backgrounds and have various 
expectations towards the site they visit

FEG – Cultural Routes – Cappadocia Forum - 2025



FEG Sustainable Tourism Seminar November 2024

THANK YOU!
Efi Kalampoukidou, FEG president
www.feg-touristguides.org
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Health & Wellbeing: Thermal Tourism  

PREVENTION

CURE

REHABILITATION

WATER

LANDSCAPE

SPA CULTURE

A
SS

E
T

S

H
E

A
L

TH
 &

 W
EL

LB
E

IN
G



ARTS, MUSEUMS 

FESTIVALS & EVENTS 

SIGHTSEEING & TOURS

SPA ARCHITECTURE

SPRINGS & SOURCES

VILLAS A
SS

E
T

S

C
U

L
T

U
R

A
L 

E
X

P
ER

IE
N

C
E

PARKS & GARDENS

Culture & Heritage: Thermal Tourism  



Social Media Awareness Campaign - Sep/Oct 

2025

• Off-the-beaten-track destinations

• Experience combined with culture & health 

• Sustainable travel, responsible destinations 

• Transnational touristic product

• Awareness-Raising for B2C and B2B 

• Education for every age



THANK YOU

Contact

Simone Zagrodnik

Executive Director

        sz@historicthermaltowns.eu

        /simone-zagrodnik
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Ministry of  Culture of Spain

                   



Cultural routes…

Serve as a way for 
encouraging citizens to 

respect heritage, ensuring 
its long-term protection.

A powerful tool for 
promoting sustainable 

and responsible tourism

Connecting Communities 
through Shared Heritage

Strengthen local 
communities

Stimulate the 
development of  

sustainable infrastructure

Can distribute the flow of  
tourists across regions.



MEETING OF CULTURAL ROUTE MANAGERS FROM THE COUNCIL OF 

EUROPE IN SPAIN (LA LAGUNA, TENERIFE, 2 AND 3 APRIL 2025). 2026 

HUELVA. 



P ro m ot i on  o f  a ct iv it ie s  t o r a is e  a wa r e n e ss  a n d  kn o wle d ge  o f  t h e  Pr o gr a mm e  a mo n g t h e  
ge n e ra l  pu b l ic

Ph ot ogr ap hy  ex hib i t i on  at  the  Mad r id B o ok  Fa ir (30  May – 15  Ju ne  2 025)

Pr om ot ion al  ban ne r s f or  t he  e xh ibi t io n 



THANK YOU SO MUCH

Elena Regodón

Ministry of  Culture of Spain

elena.regodon@cultura.gob.es

Elena Regodón

Ministry of Culture of Spain

elena.regodon@cultura.gob.ess

Thank you so much!
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• Visit Gobekli Tepe, Catalhoyuk and Mt Nemrut. Learn about the 
layered history and evolving civilization of the region as you 
wander through these archaeological sites.

• Indulge in a home-cooked meal at Nahil Guesthouse – an 
organisation committed to providing fair work and support for 
local women. Then, try some local dishes on a street food tour in 
Gaziantep!

• Travel through the rugged Mesopotamian landscape to Mardin. 
Walk past the historic madrasahs and lively bazaars, visit the 
Living Museum and meet local copper workers and telkari artists.

• Walk through the Halfeti countryside, then cruise along the 
Euphrates River on a boat tour and see the sunken city up close, 
where minarets and rooftops rise above the water.

• Take part in the Sanliurfa tradition of Sira Gecesi. Explore the 
city’s nightlife, which is brought alive by music and dance to 
celebrate human connection and the beauty of life.



• Spend an unforgettable week walking along the Lycian Way – a 
path once used by ancient Greeks and Romans – joined by a local 
leader adding historical context to your discoveries.

• Unearth thousands of years of Turkey’s history and see how 
tradition lives on today during visits to Fethiye, Phaselis, 
Olympos, Adrasan and Aperlai.

• Take it all in! Your walks will be complimented by a truly 
spectacular backdrop – the Turquoise Coast. Named for its 
vibrant waters, you’ll have plenty of chances to soak in the views 
of the stunning beaches and coastline.

• Visit Cirali Bay – home of sea turtles, legendary flames and Lycian 
ruins. This is a place where history and nature meet!

• Hike to the ancient ruins of Olympos – one of the major cities of 
the Lycian union, this important city served as both a centre for 
trade and a pirate stronghold for many centuries.





BUS TRANSPORTATION TO NEARBY HERITAGE SITES 

TO EXPERIENCE THE CAPPADOCIAN CULTURAL 

LANDSCAPE

16:00-16:30



Experiencing Cappadocia’s heritage

16:30-18:30



CULTURAL 

EVENT AND DINNER

20:00-22:00
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