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Since 1 February 2016, Ms Astola is Director-General for Justice and 

Consumers at the European Commission. The DG deals with civil 

justice, including contract and company law, criminal justice, 

fundamental rights, data protection and free movement, equality and 

consumer law and policy. Before joining the Commission, Ms Astola 

was Permanent Secretary of the Finnish Ministry of Justice, with 

overall responsibility for both international and domestic law matters, 

including courts and prisons. Prior to that, she headed units responsible for civil law and 

European law at the Department of Legislation of the Ministry and has also worked for the 

Finnish Ministry of Finance and the Finnish Foreign Trade Association. Ms. Astola has been 
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2017. 

 

 


