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Tapio Lappi-Seppälä is a professor of criminal law and criminology and the director of the Institute 

of Criminology and Legal Policy at the University of Helsinki. He holds a long career as a senior 

adviser in the drafting of criminal law in the Ministry of Justice in mid 1980s to mid1990s and the 

director of National Research Institute of Legal Policy in 1996-2015 and from 2015 in the Institute 

of Criminology and Legal Policy. His career covers central positions in national policy planning, 

including the membership of the Board in the Task Force for the Penal Law Reform in Finland and 

chairmanships and memberships of several committees from the 1990s onwards. He has taken 

actively part in international co-operation in the Scandinavian Research Council for Criminology, 

Council of Europe, International Penal and Penitentiary Foundation, United Nations, and in the 

European Society of Criminology. In 2015 Lappi-Seppälä was awarded by the American Society of 

Criminology’s Sellin-Glueck Award for his comparative research. His publications cover over 280 

titles in several languages including monographs, edited works, research reports, and articles in 

criminal law, criminology and penal policy.  His current research interests include comparative 

penal policy, sentencing and comparative historical analyses on crime and punishment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


