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PERSONAL DATA  
 
French, born 14.04.1971 in Le Mans, France. 
Married, 3 children. 
Residences: Berlin, Germany / Lille, France. 
 
 
 

CURRENT ACADEMIC POSITION 

 
Since 2017  Professor for Contemporary German History 
   Faculty of Languages, Cultures and Societies 
   Lille University, France. 

 
 

FORMER ACADEMIC POSITIONS  
 
2001-17  University of Paris8. Institute of European Studies. 

Associate Professor (Maître de conférences). 
European University Viadrina Francfort-Oder. Visiting Professor 2007-17. 

1998-00  University of Paris8. Department of German Studies. 
Doctoral award and lecturer (Allocataire Moniteur Normalien).  

1991-98  Ecole Normale Supérieure Paris (Ulm). Trainee public servant. 

 

 

UNIVERSITY DEGREES  
 
2014   Habilitation. Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes Paris. 
2000       PhD. German History. University of Paris 8. 
1997   Polish Studies 1st degree DULCO. INALCO Paris (Langues O’).  
1994    Agrégation. German Studies (Higher Civil service examination). 
1991      Ecole Normale Supérieure Paris (Ulm). Fellow. 

  



 

 

HONOURS , FELLOWSHIPS , INTERNATIONAL PROFESSORSHIPS  
 
2018-2019 Fellow. Nantes Institute of Advanced Study. 
2012-2017  Visiting Professor. Faculty of Cultural Sciences. European University Viadrina 

Frankfurt-on-the-Oder (summer terms). 
2007-2011  DAAD Visiting Professor. European University Viadrina. 
2006-2007  Researcher. Foundation Genshagen – Berlin-Brandenburg   
   Institute for French-German Cooperation in Europe. 
2005-2006  Alexander von Humboldt Fellow.   

Friedrich-Meinecke- Institut FU Berlin. 
2004-2005  DAAD Visiting Professor. Frankreich Zentrum TU Berlin. 
1998  Research Grant. Ministry of Higher Education (Aires culturelles). 
1994-95  DAAD MA Stipend. Humboldt University Berlin. 
1992-93  DAAD exchange student. Free University in Berlin. 
 
 

 

FIELDS OF RESEARCH 
 

 History of Europe. With focus on France, Germany, Poland (19th-21st centuries). 

 European memory cultures. Transnational and comparative. 
 European Borders and Border Regions. 

 Literature, history, historicity in the 20th century. 
 
 
 

CURRENT PROJECTS  

 
2020-21  Mots de l’Europe. Le vocabulaire de la différence. Head of project ISite 

Ul.NE (Network Lille, Brussels, Berlin, Munich, Edinburgh, Prag, Santiago). 
 
Book project  Les territoires perdus du Reich (under contract with PUF Paris). 
 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND ADVISORY FUNCTIONS  
 

 2021 Comité de réflexion et de proposition pour la Présidence Française de l’UE 2022 
(Secrétariat d’Etat aux Affaires Européennes). 

 Prix Lycéen du Livre d’Histoire. Les Rendez-vous de l’Histoire Blois. Founder and Organizer. 
(since 2020). 

 Faculty Board. Faculté des Langues, Cultures et Sociétés. Université de Lille (since 2019). 

 Körber History Reflection Group (2018-2019). 

 Allemagne d’Aujourd’hui. Scientific Journal. Editorial Board (since 2021). 

 Phantomgrenzen im östlichen Europa”. Book series. Wallstein Verlag Göttingen. Editorial 
board (since 2015). 

 French-German University (DFH-UFA). Evaluator (since 2012). 

 Nantes Institute of Advanced Study. Evaluator (since 2019). 
 Foundation Kreisau/Krzyżowa PL. GAK Academy and Memorial Commission (since 2012).  

 Weimarer Rendez-vous mit der Geschichte Weimar. Member of Board. Co-Founder, Co-
President of Scientific Board 2009-2013. 

 Georg Dehio Prize. Jury 2005. 

 Peer reviews. Herder-Institut Marburg, Slavic Review, Memories at stake, Presses 
Universitaires de Strasbourg, etc. 



 
 

MEMBERSHIPS  
 
Current 

 CNRS. Univ.Lille. UMR8529. IRHiS. 
Institut de Recherches Historiques du Septentrion. 

 Association of the German Historians (VHD). 
 Franco-German Committee of Historians (CFAH). 

 Central European Association of German Studies (MGV). 
 
Former 

 Institut d’histoire du temps présent IHTP/CNRS-Paris8. Associate Researcher. 

 Phantom Borders in East-Central Europe Network. BMBF-Program. Centre Marc Bloch.  
Head of Viadrina part project (2011-17). 

 Connaissance de l’Europe médiane Network (GDR 8607). CNRS (2013-17). 

 CIRCE Centre interdisciplinaire de recherche centre–européenne. Paris. Sorbonne. 

 CNRS. Ecole Normale Supérieure Ulm. UMR8547. Transferts culturels. 

 Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes. EA 3579. Europe centrale et orientale depuis le Moyen 
Âge. 

 
 
 

ORGANIZATION OF INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES (LAST 5 YEARS) 

 

 
27.09.2021.  European Concepts Online. 2nd international Workshop. Location: House of 

European History Brussels. HEH / ISite UL.NE. Coorganizer with Constanze 
Itzel, Mathilde Harel, Stéphane Michonneau. 

11.12.2020  Mots de l’Europe. Le vocabulaire de la différence. 1st Workshop. Université de 
Lille. ISite UL.NE. Organizer. 

12/13.02.20  Polish-German History. A New Historiographical Field and its Contribution to 
the History of Europe. International Conference. German Historical Institute 
Paris. Partners: DHI Paris, DHI Warszawa, EHESS Paris, IRHiS/Univ.Lille, 
University of Poznan. Coorganizer with J. Daheur, M. Górny, C. Gousseff, J. 
Finger, M. Labbé. 

12.03.2019.  Europe. Est-Ouest. Nord-Sud. Workshop. Nantes Institute of Advanced Study. 
IEA Nantes-Alliance Europa-LU Nantes. Organizer. 

13/17.03.17  Lieux de mémoires européens. “Europa. Notre histoire” Author’s and editor’s 
international weekly residence. Fondation des Treilles. Coorganizer with E. 
Francois and Les Arènes publishing house. 

28/30.11.16. The location of Europe. Shared and divided memories in a global age. 
“Europa. Notre histoire” Author’s international encounter (79 participants). 
Herrenhausen Castle. Foundation VolkswagenStifung. Organizer. 

 Broadcast on France Culture. La Fabrique de l’Histoire. 26-09.17: “Europa” 
en chantier. Partages des mémoires, fabrique d’une histoire (V. Macé de 
Lépinay). 

6/7.03.15 Borders in the European Memories. A typology of remembered borders 
in today's Europe. International Conference. Europa-Universität 
Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder). Viadrina Center B/Orders in motion. Project 

„Grenzen der Erinnerungen. Grenzen in den Erinnerungen. Borders als 
europäische lieux de mémoire“. Co organizer with Mike Plitt. 

 


