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David Best          

 

Since Feb. 2024 Special Representative of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe 

on Migration and Refugees 

2020 - 2024  Deputy Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the Council of Europe 

2016 - 2020   Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Switzerland in Vietnam 

2013 - 2016  Head, Public Diplomacy and Culture, Embassy of Switzerland in the United 

States of America 

2010 - 2013  Head, Council of Europe + OSCE Section and Deputy Head, Europe and 

Central Asia Division, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 

2009 - 2010  Diplomatic Adviser to the Chairperson of the Committee of Ministers of the 

Council of Europe, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 

2008 - 2009 Vice-Chairman of the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs 

2004 - 2009  Alternate Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the United Nations 

and International Organizations in Vienna 

2000 - 2004   Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Switzerland in Colombia 

1997 - 2000  Spokesperson, European Integration Office, Federal Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Federal Department of Economy 

1994 - 1997  Political and Legal Officer, Embassy of Switzerland to the Russian 

Federation, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and Turkmenistan 

1994  Desk Officer, Eastern and Southeastern Europe Section, Europe and 

Central Asia Division, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 

1992 – 1993 Attaché, Embassy of Switzerland to Zimbabwe, Botswana, Malawi, 

Mozambique, Namibia and Zambia 

1990 - 1991  Public Affairs Coordinator in charge of the dissemination of International 

Humanitarian Law, Delegation of the International Committee of the Red 

Cross in Mozambique 

1989 - 1990  Protection Delegate in charge of prison visits, Delegation of the 

International Committee of the Red Cross in Peru 

Studies:  University of Basel (1979-82), Paris Institute for Political Studies (1982-83), 

University of Geneva (1985-88); degree in Political Science   

Languages:  German, French, English, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Russian 

Family:   Married, four children 


