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Council of Europe marks 20 years of action against cybercrime 
 
Strasbourg, 09.11.2021 – Twenty years after it was adopted, the Budapest Convention remains the 

most relevant international treaty that protects individuals and their rights against crime online. The 
Council of Europe’s annual conference on cybercrime, which every year brings together cybercrime 

experts from all over the world, will be held online from 16 to 18 November. It will begin with a special 

event, organised in co-operation with the Hungarian Presidency of the Committee of Ministers and 
dedicated to the 20th anniversary of the Convention and to the forthcoming Second Additional Protocol 

on enhanced co-operation and disclosure of electronic evidence. 

 
The Convention has had a global impact. It has helped strengthen and harmonise countries’ legislation 

on cybercrime, enhance the effectiveness of international co-operation in investigating and prosecuting 
crimes committed via the Internet, and to foster partnerships between the public and private sectors 

(see The Budapest Convention on Cybercrime: benefits and impact in practice). 

  
To date, 66 countries have ratified the Convention on Cybercrime, two have signed it and ten have been 
invited to accede (Benin, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Guatemala, Mexico, Niger, Nigeria, New Zealand, Trinidad 

and Tobago, and Tunisia). More than 140 countries are working with the Council of Europe to reinforce 
their legislation and capacity to address cybercrime. 

 
The purpose of the forthcoming Second Additional Protocol to the Cybercrime Convention is to provide 
sharper tools to investigate cybercrime and obtain justice for victims, by ensuring that perpetrators face 

a substantially greater risk of being held to account. It provides for direct co-operation with service 

providers and entities providing domain name registration services to obtain the disclosure of 
information for identifying suspects, expedited forms of co-operation for the disclosure of subscriber 

information and traffic data, expedited co-operation and disclosure in emergencies, additional mutual 
assistance tools and data protection and other rule-of-law safeguards. It is expected to be adopted by 

the Committee of Ministers on 17 November. 

 
The Council of Europe conference will bring together representatives of governments, the police, the 

internet industry, the civil society and academia. 

 
A series of workshops will take place on 17 and 18 November: 

 Cybercrime strategies and capacity building (regional experiences); 
 Covid-19-related cybercrime; 
 Cybercrime and artificial intelligence; 
 Judicial training on cybercrime and e-evidence; 
 Cybercrime: who are the offenders, who are the victims?  
 Automated detection of child sexual abuse materials; 
 Ransomware and crypto currencies; 
 Global state of cybercrime legislation; 
 Outlook:  cybercrime in 2022. 

When participants gather on 16 November to mark the anniversary of the Convention, they will be 
addressed by the Council of Europe Secretary General Marija  Pejčinović Burić, ministers, attorneys 

general and other senior officials from around the world. 
 

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUeHaQA3aTeS721r5HKUgy20pt6eg0wSVBqJeG0QUmI-2Bf16urG-2F0XUqvq2i8LEbY28pN3P1txyX-2Fc4Yce2PMws3CFUNdgmjdeEF3ZmSDQNTRucvD7oO21vh2D7sAC7ky9Wt9Xw-2Btg2Ut80QnfSJxPuc4-3DQcvR_nx1QKxP5K9TFoBZ-2Fz3K-2FiFeSFbZkAe2gYD-2BS2NyhNN7YMBjxmeZyFsEc1gwnz9rpjMab5WC-2Fb7XMuv7kRazUop-2F3ZADV1nFc-2FScE0nG3-2BSq37kjssZ1QtMXu8gTByozGy1vMtq1Z1LPOF6-2BlpN1vKDV6U2dJUKZIdMLEskN2GYbl9U0Z6rGx4WkJB1EPCkDK19Db8VgHkeNQqdfAzxLPk4s-2FDu-2B6B1wql9BN0f4TFHHUC1k1m5mx08gH7eUIrq1PPqmAx6gAnCg9jrWYhGsNQlzpdD-2FDOETJGmXXkF049zg7onV4m-2FLwrXXliK-2FVIO98MY2SXDCZBCI4JZ4zlW8U3AXJ-2BgGGnf-2FtVVaY1CQZpwg-3D
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https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUT4Tut3COx77V8gOqqDi-2BvSTGBuFJpZbOKNpZk3fQJpn-2F4WjMMXTvLIse4HoDr7OPioiHa-2F5VnYHlbPuLhVMR-2BM-3DAlxi_nx1QKxP5K9TFoBZ-2Fz3K-2FiFeSFbZkAe2gYD-2BS2NyhNN7YMBjxmeZyFsEc1gwnz9rpjMab5WC-2Fb7XMuv7kRazUop-2F3ZADV1nFc-2FScE0nG3-2BSq37kjssZ1QtMXu8gTByozGy1vMtq1Z1LPOF6-2BlpN1vKDV6U2dJUKZIdMLEskN2GYbl9U0Z6rGx4WkJB1EPCkDK19Db8VgHkeNQqdfAzxLPkyWBr5JQqGiFx72VnoeyfS-2FtWgMS83F-2FElLv-2BkFGASW9oX56IS2q8xfF9o0PrS8qGeZ2fWaT33WxcwZPr3aBxr34ilHJh-2Fo9eSznTVBG7koHPbM8cTm7qONqYpLFO1naITWpCOU5bZrrzpj4FqXMABU-3D


More information 
Podcast with Alexander Seger, Head of Cybercrime (more videos) 
 

Media accreditation 
The high-level event is open to the press (Tuesday 16 November, 1 p.m.-7 p.m.). The link to 

livestreaming will be provided upon request. 
  

 

Press contact 
Estelle Steiner, Spokesperson/Press officer; Tel. +33 3 88 41 33 35, Mobile +33 6 08 46 01 57  
  
 

Council of Europe, Media Assistance Unit 
Tel. +33 (0)3 88 41 25 60 - www.coe.int - pressunit@coe.int 
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