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……the landscape is our living natural and cultural heritage, be it 
ordinary or outstanding, urban or rural, on land or in water.

The European Landscape Convention promotes the protection, 
management and planning of European landscapes and organises
European co-operation on landscape issues. 



www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIz3pKXs9ck
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Water&Heritage, material, conceptual and 
spiritual connections



“As a basic element of life, our relationship with water is 
complex, entailing material and spiritual dimensions, and 
embodied in heritage that is both tangible and intangible. 
This relationship has always been a source of well-being and 
inspiration, as well as a source of innovation and creativity, 
leading us to think not only of the present but also the future, 
and the security of future generations.”



“As a basic element of life, our relationship with water 

is complex, entailing material and spiritual dimensions, 

and embodied in heritage that is both tangible and 

intangible. This relationship has always been a source 

of well-being and inspiration as well as a source of 

innovation and creativity, leading us to think not only 

of the present, but also the future and the security of 

future generations.”

Study the past, before designing 
something for the future. 

Confucius (ca. 551–479 bc)

IWA Specialist Group on Water 
and Waste Water in Ancient 
Civilisations





Topics

Human Services drinking water supply

waste water

irrigation
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Waterscapes land reclamation

recreation

fisheries

Waterways rivers and deltas

canals

ports

Water Power energy generation

protection

World Views cosmology

philosophy

legal aspects



The hydro-
biography 
a critical historical perspective on ‘waterscapes’ 

as a tool for planning and design 

ERIC LUITEN – LANDSCAPE CONSULTANT

FORMER CHAIR OF HERITAGE AND SPATIAL DESIGN, TU DELFT

FORMER GOVERNMENT ADVISOR ON LANDSCAPE AND WATER





1: Cultuurhistorisch landschap 

2: Stadspark voor Heerlen Zuid

3: Landschap van hoeves en kastelen 

4: Landschap van Zijbeken 

5: Stadsmoeras in ‘Gebrook’ 

6: Beekdallandschap 

7: Het Absbroekbos en beekdalen 
Geleen



Openhovenerhof



MUCHAS GRACIAS


