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06
th
 July 2016.  

UPDATED REPORT 

ON COMPLAINT SENT ON 7
TH

 MARCH 2016 / NO. 2016/3 

REGARDING CASES OF POISONING OF WILD ANIMALS BY PESTICIDES IN SERBIA 

 

The reason for additional supplementing of our complaint of 7
th
 March 2016, which we have 

forwarded to the Secretariat of the Bern Convention, are new cases of poisoning by pesticides of 

species of animals which are on the Appendix II of the Bern Convention. There is no proof that these 

cases have been processed according to the legislation of the Republic of Serbia, as this has not been 

done also in previous cases, for which the Secretariat of the Bern Convention already received the 

complaint from the Bird Protection and Study Society of Serbia in 2014 and from EPAR-OIPA Serbia 

in 2016.  

As a result of this, no person was lawfully sentenced for the stated criminal acts. 

1. New facts 

The reason for additional supplementing of our complaint of 7 March 2016, which we have 

forwarded to the Secretariat of the Bern Convention, are new cases of poisoning by pesticides of 

species of animals which are on the Appendix II of the Bern Convention. There is no proof that these 

cases have been processed according to the legislation of the Republic of Serbia, as this has not been 

done also in previous cases, for which the Secretariat of the Bern Convention already received the 

complaint from the Bird Protection and Study Society of Serbia in 2014 and from EPAR-OIPA Serbia 

in 2016. As a result of this, no person was lawfully sentenced for the stated criminal acts. 

The following bird species listed in the Appendix II of Bern Convention (Strictly protected fauna 

species) are subjects of this complaint: White-tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla), Buzzard (Buteo 

buteo), Crane (Grus grus), Marsh Harrier (Circus aeruginosus) and Montagu's Harrier (Circus 

pygargus). The total number of poisoned and dead individuals of these strictly protected birds, the 

subject of this report, found in Serbia during March and April 2016 is 21:  

 8 individuals of White-tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla) 

 3 individuals of Buzzard (Buteo buteo) 

 5 individuals of Common Crane (Grus grus) 

 4 individuals of Marsh Herrier (Circus aeruginosus) 

 1 individual of Montagu's Herrier (Circus pygargus) 

The list of individuals, place and time of poisoning and source of these information are listed in 

the Annex I of this report.  

All dead individuals of  White-tailed Eagle were found on agricultural land, or close to alluvial 

regions along the Danube, Sava and Tisa Rivers. All other mentioned individuals were found on 

agricultural land and beside most of them bait was found - domestic or wild animal, whose parts are 
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consumed by poisoned individuals. In one case the bait was an egg of a domestic hen. In case of 

mentioned poisoning of the Cranes, the consumed food consisted of young maize plants, treated prior 

to the eowing by highly toxic pesticide. There are clear indications that the number of poisoned strictly 

protected birds within this period was much higher, but exact number remained unknown due to many 

errors and inconsistencies in the procedures of relevant government authorities.  

All, except three individuals (total of 18) were found in the Autonomous Province of 

Vojvodina. 

If cases of poisoning of the listed birds is not followed by continuous administrative and legal 

procedures, which would in a preventive manner deter a use of pesticides that is causing these 

poisonings, and with court procedures resulting in lawful sentences and punishing of persons 

responsible for such criminal acts, including compensation for the poisoned individuals, poisoning is 

promoted as an effective mean for controlling unwanted wild animals, identical to cases mentioned in 

two previous complaints. For example, the sudden death of  8 individuals of White-tailed Eagle 

(Haliaeetus albicilla) during a short period of time (only  two months), the absence of punishment of 

those responsible for this, sends a very negative message that criminal acts are worthwhile and that the 

government officials are not capable or do not wish to solve the problem.  

2. Carbofuran 

Substances containing carbofuran as the active ingredient, are forbidden for sale in the Republic 

of Serbia since the year 2013, but are openly sold via internet sales and therefore widely accessible on 

the black market. Substances are comming from persons who obtain these preparations from countries 

in which these are legal. Due to its high effectiveness and  easy accessability, carbofuran is frequently 

applied, especially in agricultural areas, and especially during the spring period of intensive 

agricultural activities in Serbia (March-May). Because of its quick reaction in animal organism, it is 

also very often used (illegaly) for reducing the population of foxes (Vulpes vulpes) and jackals (Canis 

aureus). In the vicinity of corpses of these two mammals, also corpses of the mentioned poisoned birds 

have often been found. It is evident that the authoroties of the Republic of Serbia have not exerted any 

effort to withdraw from use and sale supplies of this pesticide therefore prevent the illegal distribution 

of preparations containing carbofuran after their prohibition, reluctant to legally process any Internet 

or other sale, which are by Article 243 of the Criminal Law of the Republic of Serbia characterized as 

criminal acts under "Unlawful sale".  

Such a situation threatens with further cases of poisoning of strictly protected animals in a very 

short period of time as Government authorities behave very irresponsible and totally indifferent 

towards this problem. Numerous flaws in procedures exist concerning Government authoroties during 

the discovery of animal corpses for which poisoning is suspected. Main flaws are: 

1. The procedure of inspectors for environmental protection without informing and the assistance of 

police and public prosecutor, responsible for filing procedures of investigation.  

2.  In case of having been informed, the police and public prosecuters act reluctantly and carelessly, 

do not recognize their authorities for illegaly killed by poisoning, strictly protected animal 

species.  

3.  A very slow analysis of samples of dead, strictly protected animals and submission of data on this 

to the inspection and court authoritiies. 

4.  The absence of refunding the costs of analysis of samples of dead, strictly protected anmilas by 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection which is their lawful obligation 

(according to the Art. 93 of the Nature Conservation Act );   

5.  Impossibility of paying the costs of the analysis of samples of dead animal species which are not 

strictly protected in the Republic of Serbia, domestic animals and other animal food which is 

often the cause of poisoning (not predicted in Article 93 of the cited Law on Nature Protection). 

The listed flaws contribute to the absence of sentencing of acts of poisoning, encouraging the 

atmosphere in which such acts may be repeated indefinitely without any punishment.  
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Annex I of Complaint to Bern Convention Secretariat by EPAR-OIPA Serbia  

on 27th June 2016. 

 

Table 1. List of reported cases of poisoning of birds from App. II of Bern Convention in March 

and April  2016 

 
Date 

 

Location 

(settlement, site) 

Number 

of 

poisoned 

individuals 

Species – 

carcasses/animal traces 

found  

Source of information 

26 March 

2016 

Around Erdevik 

(Municipality of 

Šid) 

1 

 

 

1 

Haliaeetus albicilla 

 

Canis aureus (not Bern 

Appendix II species – 

most probable source of 

poisoning) 

Institute for Nature Conservation  

of Vojvodina  Province 

7 April 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around Temerin 

(Municipality of 

Temerin) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

4 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

1 

Buteo buteo 

 

Circus aeruginosus 

 

 

Corvus corax (not Bern 

Appendix II species) 

 

Vulpes vulpes (not Bern 

Appendix II species) 

 

Domestic duck – with 

clear remnants of 

pesticide, source of 

poisoning 

 

Nedeljko Orić  

N  45°28'4.68"  

E 19°50'44.08" 

 

N  45°28'4.07"  

E 19°51'38.98" 

 

 

8 April 2016  Around Crepaja 

(Municipality of 

Kovačica) 

1 

 

 

1 

Haliaeetus albicilla 

 

Vulpes vulpes  

(not Bern App. 

II species) 

  

Institute for Nature Conservation              

of Vojvodina Province 

 

 

 

11 April 

2016. 

Around 

Tovariševo 

(Municipality of 

Bačka Palanka) 

 

 

2 

 

 

Haliaeetus albicilla 

 

Institute for Nature Conservation 

of  Vojvodina Province 

 

20.April 

2016.  

Around Temerin 

(Municipality of 

Temerin) 

 

1 

 

Haliaeetus albicilla 

 

      

Srđan Čuturilov 

21.April 

2016. 

Around Velebit 

(Municipality of 

Kanjiža) 

2 

 

1 

Buteo buteo 

 

Circus pygargus 

Institute for Nature Conservation 

of  Vojvodina Province 

21.April 

2016. 

 

 

Around Novi 

Kneževac 

(Municipality of 

Novi Kneževac) 

5 Grus grus Provincial Environmental 

Inspection;  

State Phytosanitary Inspection 

23.April 

2016. 

Pančevački Rit, 

close to Kovilovo 

(Municipality of 

Palilula, City of 

Belgrade) 

3 Haliaeetus albicilla 

 

Bojan Bukovac 
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Sincerely, 

 EPAR -OIPA Serbia / Alliance for Nature Protection, the rights of animals and people  

24000 Subotica Matka Vukovića 9 

Agent: MD  Slavica Mazak Bešlić  

 epar@mts.rs; 

epar-oipaserbia@hotmail.com 

Save the nature! 
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