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UPDATED REPORT
ON COMPLAINT SENT ON 7" MARCH 2016 / No. 2016/3
REGARDING CASES OF POISONING OF WILD ANIMALS BY PESTICIDES IN SERBIA

The reason for additional supplementing of our complaint of 7" March 2016, which we have
forwarded to the Secretariat of the Bern Convention, are new cases of poisoning by pesticides of
species of animals which are on the Appendix Il of the Bern Convention. There is no proof that these
cases have been processed according to the legislation of the Republic of Serbia, as this has not been
done also in previous cases, for which the Secretariat of the Bern Convention already received the
complaint from the Bird Protection and Study Society of Serbia in 2014 and from EPAR-OIPA Serbia
in 2016.

As a result of this, no person was lawfully sentenced for the stated criminal acts.
1. New facts

The reason for additional supplementing of our complaint of 7 March 2016, which we have
forwarded to the Secretariat of the Bern Convention, are new cases of poisoning by pesticides of
species of animals which are on the Appendix Il of the Bern Convention. There is no proof that these
cases have been processed according to the legislation of the Republic of Serbia, as this has not been
done also in previous cases, for which the Secretariat of the Bern Convention already received the
complaint from the Bird Protection and Study Society of Serbia in 2014 and from EPAR-OIPA Serbia
in 2016. As a result of this, no person was lawfully sentenced for the stated criminal acts.

The following bird species listed in the Appendix Il of Bern Convention (Strictly protected fauna
species) are subjects of this complaint: White-tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla), Buzzard (Buteo
buteo), Crane (Grus grus), Marsh Harrier (Circus aeruginosus) and Montagu's Harrier (Circus
pygargus). The total number of poisoned and dead individuals of these strictly protected birds, the
subject of this report, found in Serbia during March and April 2016 is 21:

e 8individuals of White-tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla)
e 3individuals of Buzzard (Buteo buteo)

e 5individuals of Common Crane (Grus grus)

e 4 individuals of Marsh Herrier (Circus aeruginosus)

e lindividual of Montagu's Herrier (Circus pygargus)

The list of individuals, place and time of poisoning and source of these information are listed in
the Annex | of this report.

All dead individuals of White-tailed Eagle were found on agricultural land, or close to alluvial
regions along the Danube, Sava and Tisa Rivers. All other mentioned individuals were found on
agricultural land and beside most of them bait was found - domestic or wild animal, whose parts are
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consumed by poisoned individuals. In one case the bait was an egg of a domestic hen. In case of
mentioned poisoning of the Cranes, the consumed food consisted of young maize plants, treated prior
to the eowing by highly toxic pesticide. There are clear indications that the number of poisoned strictly
protected birds within this period was much higher, but exact number remained unknown due to many
errors and inconsistencies in the procedures of relevant government authorities.

All, except three individuals (total of 18) were found in the Autonomous Province of
Vojvodina.

If cases of poisoning of the listed birds is not followed by continuous administrative and legal
procedures, which would in a preventive manner deter a use of pesticides that is causing these
poisonings, and with court procedures resulting in lawful sentences and punishing of persons
responsible for such criminal acts, including compensation for the poisoned individuals, poisoning is
promoted as an effective mean for controlling unwanted wild animals, identical to cases mentioned in
two previous complaints. For example, the sudden death of 8 individuals of White-tailed Eagle
(Haliaeetus albicilla) during a short period of time (only two months), the absence of punishment of
those responsible for this, sends a very negative message that criminal acts are worthwhile and that the
government officials are not capable or do not wish to solve the problem.

2. Carbofuran

Substances containing carbofuran as the active ingredient, are forbidden for sale in the Republic
of Serbia since the year 2013, but are openly sold via internet sales and therefore widely accessible on
the black market. Substances are comming from persons who obtain these preparations from countries
in which these are legal. Due to its high effectiveness and easy accessability, carbofuran is frequently
applied, especially in agricultural areas, and especially during the spring period of intensive
agricultural activities in Serbia (March-May). Because of its quick reaction in animal organism, it is
also very often used (illegaly) for reducing the population of foxes (Mulpes vulpes) and jackals (Canis
aureus). In the vicinity of corpses of these two mammals, also corpses of the mentioned poisoned birds
have often been found. It is evident that the authoroties of the Republic of Serbia have not exerted any
effort to withdraw from use and sale supplies of this pesticide therefore prevent the illegal distribution
of preparations containing carbofuran after their prohibition, reluctant to legally process any Internet
or other sale, which are by Article 243 of the Criminal Law of the Republic of Serbia characterized as
criminal acts under "Unlawful sale”.

Such a situation threatens with further cases of poisoning of strictly protected animals in a very
short period of time as Government authorities behave very irresponsible and totally indifferent
towards this problem. Numerous flaws in procedures exist concerning Government authoroties during
the discovery of animal corpses for which poisoning is suspected. Main flaws are:

1. The procedure of inspectors for environmental protection without informing and the assistance of
police and public prosecutor, responsible for filing procedures of investigation.

2. In case of having been informed, the police and public prosecuters act reluctantly and carelessly,
do not recognize their authorities for illegaly killed by poisoning, strictly protected animal
species.

3. A very slow analysis of samples of dead, strictly protected animals and submission of data on this
to the inspection and court authoritiies.

4. The absence of refunding the costs of analysis of samples of dead, strictly protected anmilas by
the Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection which is their lawful obligation
(according to the Art. 93 of the Nature Conservation Act );

5. Impossibility of paying the costs of the analysis of samples of dead animal species which are not
strictly protected in the Republic of Serbia, domestic animals and other animal food which is
often the cause of poisoning (not predicted in Article 93 of the cited Law on Nature Protection).

The listed flaws contribute to the absence of sentencing of acts of poisoning, encouraging the
atmosphere in which such acts may be repeated indefinitely without any punishment.
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Annex | of Complaint to Bern Convention Secretariat by EPAR-OIPA Serbia
on 27th June 2016.

Table 1. List of reported cases of poisoning of birds from App. Il of Bern Convention in March

and April 2016

Date Location Number Species — Source of information
(settlement, site) | of carcasses/animal traces
poisoned found
individuals
26 March Around Erdevik 1 Haliaeetus albicilla Institute for Nature Conservation
2016 (Municipality of of Vojvodina Province
Sid) Canis aureus (not Bern
1 Appendix I species —
most probable source of
poisoning)
7 April 2016 | Around Temerin 1 Buteo buteo
(Municipality of Nedeljko Ori¢
Temerin) 4 Circus aeruginosus N 45°28'4.68"
E 19°50'44.08"
2 Corvus corax (not Bern N 45°28'4.07"
Appendix |1 species) E 19°51'38.98"
Vulpes vulpes (not Bern
Appendix |1 species)
1
Domestic duck — with
clear remnants of
pesticide, source of
poisoning
8 April 2016 | Around Crepaja 1 Haliaeetus albicilla Institute for Nature Conservation
(Municipality of of Vojvodina Province
Kovacica) Vulpes vulpes
1 (not Bern App.
Il species)
11 April Around Institute for Nature Conservation
2016. Tovarisevo of Vojvodina Province
(Municipality of 2 Haliaeetus albicilla
Backa Palanka)
20.April Around Temerin
2016. (Municipality of 1 Haliaeetus albicilla Srdan Cuturilov
Temerin)
21. April Around Velebit 2 Buteo buteo Institute for Nature Conservation
2016. (Municipality of of Vojvodina Province
Kanjiza) 1 Circus pygargus
21.April Around Novi 5 Grus grus Provincial Environmental
2016. Knezevac Inspection;
(Municipality of State Phytosanitary Inspection
Novi Knezevac)
23.April Pancevacki Rit, 3 Haliaeetus albicilla Bojan Bukovac
2016. close to Kovilovo
(Municipality of
Palilula, City of
Belgrade)
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Sincerely,

EPAR -OIPA Serbia / Alliance for Nature Protection, the rights of animals and people
24000 Subotica Matka Vukovic¢a 9

Agent: MD Slavica Mazak Besli¢

epar@mts.rs;

gpar-oipaserbia@hotmail.com

Save the nature!
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1. Pleaze state the reazom of vour compluimt (refer also the Contracting Partyie: imvolved and the
Articles of the Comvention whick might be violuted).

The rzason of our complaint ars reported cases of death of White-tailed Eazle Halizestns albicilla), Common
Bumard (Buteo tuteo) , Crane (Grus gras) by peisoning and Griffon Vultare (Gyps falvus) was shot from a
hunting rifle in the Fepublic of Serbia in vears 2014- 20148 at various locations

Ey the mean Arficle 6. 7. 8. and 10. of Bern Convention are violated.

We ask for the Secretariat of Bemn Conveotion to fake all foreseen admmismative measures and ask
mthorifies of the Bepublic of Serbia to undertake urgent stops leading to prevention of deliberate killmz of
birds from Appendm I of the Convention, locating and adsquate legal prosecution of indivinals or
oIganization mvolved in desaibed vielations.

1. Whick are the specific specie’s or habitat’s incleded in one of the Appendices of the Bern Convention
potentially affeceed? (Pleaze imclude kere informarcion about the geographical area and ike populaton
of the species concermed, if spphcable)

Following species of birds are subject of owr comwplaint, all of them lisied om Appendie ITof Bam Convesticon
Strictly Protected Species: White-tzilod Eagle (Habiaeetus albicilh), Common Buzzard (Buteo tmtes), Commen
Crane (Grus gros) and Griffen voltere {Gyps fabvus). ALl abeovs mentioned species are regular hreeding species in
Sarhd, FRCEDD Common Crams.

The White-tailed Fagls is most seversly affected Broeding popnlation in Serbia, according to the most recont
information, mmmbers about 110-120 broeding pairs..

Total mnshar of poisoned birds which are sebject of thiv complaint ix 39 birds : 10 White-tailed Eagles, % Commen
Borrards, 19 Crane, and 1 Griffon Volure, was shet from henting rifles, 28 Jasmary X016,

List of indhviduals, location of founding and sowrces of informmticm are listed im Table 1. In Annex I of this
comp lxint

Al dead mdividuals of White-tailed Eagle, are foend oo agricutural land, bt close to Soodplans of the rvers
Damba, Sava, Tisa, Tamit and Begej or in the Soodplains themsalves.

Thare 2m stromg indices that in this period muoch arger, bt enlmessn mmber of these and many ofer @pior
species ware potvoned = Sarbia, bot oo evidences were foend due o noz-systezmtic sumeys

| 3. What mizht be the nepative effects for the specie’s or habitat’s invohred?

MNegatve affects of direct or indirect podsoning of maptors are reflected in Emect lomweing of bmeeding mom-brosding
populaticns, thus decruase of member of adults directly imvolved in breoding precess. Secomdary lows is loss of chicks
or &ggs in the nest balonging to adults being peiscned (i poisening ccowmed in the bresding period). More over, i case of
poiscming of Impwhmes, decrsass @ mmhar of Donbmeeding stock might meflect to fhme decwee of breeding
population. Potsoming with wwry sirong pedeoms ((in almest all of theie cases carhoforan is sespected or proved by labaratory
amalyies as camss of poisoning), can cmss scondary poisoning of carcass-sating aninals conseing alrady podsoned mmes.
Poivoming of above mendicned birds, if not follewnd by sinc adormisretoe and legal procedum of amesting and charging of
parsoms who are vspecied wears of poisons which cewsed deeth of thess binds, cam lead o egetive promotion of poisoning 2
method of coniel of unwamied anieals. Sams as in the previous period.

In mamy protecied Acodplain areas = Serbia, White-tziled Fagle is key and wmbmlls species. saning as promober of
comsarveiion actions. Sndden doath of such large mewber of binds in w0 short padiod sends vary Degative mesage on
incompetent authorites who are unable to wolve ths twme. Thersfore above meetioned cases are crmse of comcemn also
tarms of Iernational ohligrtion towards oheyving of Bam Comunfion
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4. Do yom know if potendally affected species or habitats slso fall nnder the scope of other intermatonal
Conventions, (for invrance: EAKSAR, Chi5, ACCOBARS, Barcelons Conventomn, oo or if the area
bss been demiified 3z a NATUEREA I000Emerald seiweork svie?

Following indinidmls of White-tiled Fagle weme foend death in Ramsar Sites: place wers found iswery cloe or on
the edge of Bamaar area

It is wory probable that thess hirds” ranges, foeding sitos of nests are parthy in thase Famsar ot
Wite-tailed Fagle im incledad in Appendis §of Comesention of Migrabory Species.

5. Do you kmow if there are any pending procedores at the national or internationsl level regarding the
ohject of your complaint?

All above montomed speciss are soicdy poteckd specits @ the Fopublic of Sebia (Bulebock on Desigrotion amd
Protwcion of Swicthy Prnmdandhemndﬂ-pn:im-:-fﬁm..:ﬁﬁml and Fremgd; | “Official Garette of the
Republic of Sabia™ Mo, 572010, 4772011)). Their protwction from kiling and other threats is estshlished according
to the Art 74 of the Natme Comservatica Act (“0fSical Gazetts of the Republic of Serbia™ Mo. 362009, £872010,
9120080 imﬂlﬁie{*ﬂi}ﬂﬂi}wmﬂﬂl}ﬂnﬁm&munm'bhshﬂ.a.ipnm:hmmtfnrﬂua:twhuih
awing death o dapmpe of ome mdhddmels of CGriffon Velhme or Whitk-miled Eagle (Bulobook i Coospamsatory
Pricelist for Establishmesrt of Ram of Imburemcnt of Dammge Camed by Improper Act Raslated to Strictly Protecied
and Protected Wild Speces, (™ I}:EE.n.:I.G-a.:m-:-f'HuE.np':l:-].ch-:f‘Sml:-n N 3720010). Far other spacies of maptor, ez
Comrmon Burzard maxizol foe ts 160,000 Sarbdas Dizars. For Crame, oo is lel}l.‘.ﬂl}ﬂ-u.rmem::-.

Panding procodure comtaims: submissicos of comimal charge by the aomirommantl epection to poblic prosscntor’s
office, decision oo cloracher of imiml act, police imsstigetion amd fnally, penalty procedure. This §5 Dot
beppecinz.

Mo public information is availble oo the status of thews procedures m partboular cases.

& Amny other mformation {exztence of an Envirenmestal Impact Asmeszment (ELA), zize of projects,
maps: of the ares, euc)

Anrailble phobes:

Fimt ling, froms laft to rght: cawe at Sanad

Caniral ling, from laft to dght- cases in Bitovi dogjeg Potisja, SWE. and Kaxjim
Third lina, from ket toright; cases n FEovi doojeg Potizja, SHNE and Urc SHNE

hitp: e, blic rsvestd drostvey sramoa-sdmiovi-omoiani-zabranienin - msekticidom kveviwh

H .

bitpe ererey. 2k 13orlovi-omovan- furasdanom 20864
hitp:werw. elolist orpma a0 e 2 0kraija S v anu e 2 Optica e (kod Vo 2 Dapatina. php
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Annex [ of Complaint to Bern Convention Secretariat by EFPAR-OIFA Serbia on
Tih March 2016.

Tablke 1. List of reported cases of poisoning of birds from App. II of Bern Convention since April 2014.
{assignation of the comvention by the Bepublic of Serbia)

Location Number
Date (settlement site) | of poisoned | Species Source of information
individuals
April 2014. Samad 19 Grs grus | Public Prozecator’s Office Zrenjanin
31 March 2015, Erivaja 1 Haliaeetns | Imstitwie for Mabore Protection
alkiicilla
Haliagerus | AP Vojvedina, Inspection of the
03 March 2015 Eadaojevao 1 albricills Environmesnt
AP Vojvodina, Inspection of the
03 March 2015 Eadoevo 3 Buten mies | Environmeent
21 Apmil 2015, Ritovi domjieg Halizeerns | Imstinwie for Matore Protection
Patizja, SHE 1 albicilla
WViknjioewa, Haliagerus | (Goman Jevic, 3 dead eagle
04 Digcanstar 2015 | Forsst Service 4 albricills [vana Lozjanin, 1 dead eagle
Sr. Mirenvica
hitps-erarw. cebook. comphiote. php Tiid=
17 Tamuary 2014 Kanjiza i] Buteo buteo | 13116630501 7266&sgt=pch 751 1664850172
2 Sctype=Jdrthoater Smita Gojkov
20 Jamary 2014, | Uvac, SHE 1 CGyps fabmus | Sasa Marinkowvic
27 JTamuary 2016, | Ritovi doojeg Halia=ars .
Potizja, SHNE 1 albicilla Danily Bekomic
Tovanssve Halixestas v [ jstorz il
1% Febmuary2014 | Earadordewe SHE. i albicilla Y2 Dot 2 Do rkovi®a 2 be lorepani®: 2 n
adieni®s Mikod e 2Movarizeva pho

Note: 1 Griffon Valture was shot from honfing mfles, 20 Janpnary 1014, feeding stafions for volinres, the

Special Nature Beserve “Uvac™




