
 

 
This document will not be distributed at the meeting. Please bring this copy. 

Ce document ne sera plus distribué en réunion. Prière de vous munir de cet exemplaire. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Strasbourg, 11 December 2006  T-PVS (2006) 24 
[tpvs24e_2006.doc]  

 

 
CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF EUROPEAN WILDLIFE 

AND NATURAL HABITATS 

 

 

Standing Committee 

 

26th meeting 

Strasbourg, 27 - 30 November 2006 

 

 

 

__________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Document prepared by 

the Directorate of Culture and Cultural and Natural Heritage 

 



T-PVS (2006) 24 - 2 - 
 

 

PART I – OPENING  

 

1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda 

Relevant documents: T-PVS (2006) 1 rev. Revised  Draft agenda 

 T-PVS (2006) 19 Annotated draft agenda 

 The Chair, Ms Véronique Herrenschmidt (France), opened the meeting and welcomed the 

participants (see Appendix 1). 

 The delegate of Croatia stressed the importance of work on wind energy and nature conservation 

and asked for this item to be included in the agenda. The Committee decided to consider wind farm-

related issues on Tuesday morning. It further added a question on the capture of dolphins under “Other 

business”. The agenda was adopted as set out in Appendix 2 to this report. 

2. Chair's report and communications from the delegations and from the Secretariat  

Relevant documents: T-PVS (2006) 7 and 16  Reports of the Bureau meetings of April and September 2006 

 The Chair announced that the work programme for 2006 had been completed in conformity with 

the decisions taken the previous year. She thanked all those who had contributed to the activities and 

in particular those states which contributed financially. She expressed the hope of a prompt ratification 

of the Convention by Armenia, after their signature in March 2006, as well as Serbia and Georgia, 

expected in 2007. She underlined the importance of the next ministerial conference “An environment 

for Europe” to be held in Belgrade in October 2007. The Chair informed the Standing Committee of a 

communication received from the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

(CBD) wishing the Standing Committee a fruitful meeting in the context of “strengthening the 

relations of co-operation between both institutions, united for the protection of biodiversity”. This 

strengthening could be translated into an adjustment of the Memorandum of Co-operation signed 

between the two conventions. 

 Following this intervention, the representative of the secretariat of the Convention on Migratory 

Species (CMS) expressed his support to also strengthen the existing co-peration with the Bern 

Convention. 

 The Secretariat informed the Committee that the full programme of activities for 2006 had been 

carried out in its entirety and thanked the Bureau, Contracting Parties and all the members of the team 

for the intense work carried out during the year. She highlighted the importance of voluntary 

contributions in a context of budget reductions and welcomed the recent contribution of the 

Government of Switzerland. 

 The delegate of “the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” informed the Committee of 

concerns regarding the Tara river in the border between Montenegro and Bosnia Herzegovina. 

 Mr Robert Palmer, new Director of Culture and Cultural and Natural Heritage, welcomed 

participants and announced future changes resulting from the budgetary discussions of the Council of 

Europe for 2007 and the re-organisation of the Directorate, including a reduced budget and staff at the 

Division. He stressed new opportunities for the further development of the Bern Convention and a 

more integrated approach to link it with other activities and initiatives at the Council of Europe. 

 The Chair thanked Mr Palmer for this important information and stressed the importance of the 

Bern Convention for Europe’s biodiversity and the international recognition of its action plans and the 

follow-up of the implementation of the recommendations adopted, which are all activities involving 

civil society. 
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PART II – MONITORING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF LEGAL ASPECTS 

 

3. Monitoring of the implementation of the legal aspects of the Convention 

3.1. Swiss proposal to move Canis lupus from Appendix II to Appendix III 

Relevant documents: T-PVS (2004) 9  Proposal of Amendment by Switzerland concerning wolf  

 T-PVS/Inf (2005) 16  Report on the conservation status and threats for wolf (Canis lupus) in Europe 

 T-PVS/Inf (2005) 18  Legal aspects of amendments to Appendices (C. Shine)  

 T-PVS/Inf (2005) 4 and T-PVS/Inf (2006) 23  Opinion of the NGOs concerning the Swiss proposal for 

amendment of the Appendices for the wolf 

The Chair recalled that Switzerland had sent a proposal in 2004 to amend the Appendices of the 

Convention under the terms of Article 17. It concerned the removal of the wolf (Canis lupus) from 

Appendix II and its inclusion in Appendix III. A decision had been postponed to this year’s meeting of 

the Standing Committee to give Parties enough time to examine the documents presented. 

The delegate from Switzerland presented the reasons for the proposal to downlist the wolf to 

Appendix III noting that the populations are increasing and regulation is necessary. A more sound 

protection of the wolf would be obtained by listing it into Appendix III, permitting regular controls of 

individuals that may cause damage. He commented on the scientific and legal reports prepared and 

reminded the Committee that a decision had already been postponed twice and, considering that the 

Committee now has all relevant information, asked for support for their proposal. The full Swiss 

delegation declaration on this issue is included in the addendum to this report. 

The delegate of the European Commission informed the Committee of the position of the 

European Community, as formalised in the Council Decision of 27 June 2006, not to support the Swiss 

proposal. The decision is based on the fact that scientific studies on the wolf reveal the existence of 

significant gaps in monitoring data for certain States and also on the fact that the population-level 

management of wolves can be addressed by measures other than changing the protection status of the 

species. The European Commission is preparing a guidance document on the management of 

populations of four large carnivore species to be completed in March 2007. The delegate further 

informed that following that study, the Commission will look into the possibility of creating a working 

group to analyse the management of populations of large carnivores, including the wolf.  

The delegate from France underlined the importance of social acceptance as a key element in the 

protection policy for this species. He also expressed concerns about the European Community’s 

approach adopted for the global management of all large carnivores which is just an administrative 

category, and advocated to follow biological criteria by species instead, as the increase of wolves’ 

populations is different to that of  bears’ populations. 

The delegates from Norway and Croatia sympathised with the situation in Switzerland but 

considered that Article 9 of the Convention allows Parties to have adequate management. 

The Committee decided to keep the wolf in Appendix II while further reflection regarding Article 

9 is needed. The Committee further asked to be associated with the activities of the working group of 

the European Commission on the management of large carnivores. 

3.2. Biennial reports (2001-2002 and 2003-2004) concerning exceptions made to Articles 4, 

5, 6, 7 or 8 and quadriennial reports 2001-2004 

Relevant documents: T-PVS/Inf (2006) 7 Report on the Implementation of the Bern Convention in Spain 

 T-PVS/Inf (2006) 25 Biennial Reports 2003-2004 

 T-PVS/Inf (2006) .26 Four-year reports 2001-2004 

 In conformity with Article 9, paragraph 2, of the convention, all Parties having made exceptions 

to Articles 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 must present these exceptions in writing. 

 The Secretariat presented the biennial reports received. 

 The Committee took note of the reports submitted and invited the Contracting Parties which had 

not yet fulfilled this obligation to do so as soon as possible. 
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 The Secretariat informed the Committee that it had also received general reports prepared on a 

voluntary basis. 

 The Secretariat clarified that the 2001-2002 report from the Czech Republic had been received 

and also their voluntary report, which will be included in the compendium after editing. 

 The Secretariat reminded Parties that their biennial and voluntary reports need to be submitted in 

Word format as otherwise they cannot be formatted as official T-PVS documents. This is the reason 

why the United Kingdom and the European Commission biennial reports had not been included. 

However, the European Commission report has just been received in Word format and will be 

included in the future compendium of reports. 

 The Chair noted the decreasing number of biennial reports received and raised the issue of the 

need to analyse the content of the decreasing number of reports in the view of the 2010 target. 

3.3 Reporting obligations under the Habitats Directive and Bern Convention (HaBiDes) 

 The Chair explained that the Standing Committee had asked for this issue to be included on the 

agenda of this year’s meeting, regarding the EC’s aim to streamline the reporting required by different 

directives and the Bern convention. HaBiDeS is a web-based application to collect the derogation data 

and to create reports.  

 The delegate of the European Commission presented a note on this initiative to standardise the 

format and input of data regarding reporting obligations under the Birds and Habitats Directives, which 

is in a testing phase.  

 The Secretariat highlighted the important overlaps between the EC and Bern reporting systems and 

the need to work on the details of how to adapt the EC tool for the purposes of the Bern Convention. 

 The Committee took note of this initiative with interest. 

 

PART III –MONITORING OF SPECIES AND HABITATS 

 

4. Monitoring of Species and Habitats 

4.1. Group of Experts on Invasive Alien Species (IAS) 

Relevant documents: T-PVS (2006) 9 Report of the National Workshop on Invasive Alien Species in Croatia (Zagreb, 
22-24 May 2006) 
 T-PVS (2006) 18 Report of the National Workshop on Invasive Alien Species in Ukraine (Kyiv, 

2-4 October 2006) 

T-PVS/Inf (2006) 8 Overview of existing international/regional mechanisms to ban or restrict trade in 

potentially invasive alien species (C. Shine) 

T-PVS/Inf (2006) 15  Progress report on Invasive Alien Species activities under the Convention 

 The Secretariat presented an overview of the activities carried out in 2006 regarding IAS, 

including two national workshops on IAS held in Croatia and Ukraine. Co-operation with other 

institutions, such as EPPO, the CBD and the EU was also mentioned, including the Convention’s 

participation at the EPPO/FAO Workshop on “How to manage invasive alien plants: The case study of 

Solanum elaeagnifolium”, held in Sousse, Tunisia, in May 2006.  

The consultant, Ms Clare Shine, presented her report giving an overview of existing international 

and regional mechanisms to ban or restrict trade in potentially invasive alien species. Her 

recommendations focused on information exchange, early warning systems, and co-operation on high-

risk pathways and risk assessment, as well as on regional standards and species listing, and 

mainstreaming of IAS issues in national and regional policies and actions.  

 The delegate of the European Commission informed the Committee of the main IAS-related 

initiatives and activities at EU level, such as the 6th Environmental Action Programme, the recent 

Communication on Biodiversity and its Action Plan; a study on scope options for the EU; a draft 

regulation on IAS in aquaculture; and two scientific projects (DAISIE and ALARM). 
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 The delegate from Portugal proposed to commission the preparation of a risk species list for 

Europe, in co-operation with the EU and the DAISIE project. 

 The delegate from France stressed the importance of recalling that the arrival of an IAS does not 

mean that biodiversity is increased, especially in the context of public awareness and the need to carry 

eradication activities in certain cases. 

 The delegate from Norway informed the Committee that their national strategy on IAS would be 

finalised in the first half of 2007. 

 The delegate from Bulgaria expressed the interest of her country in hosting a national workshop 

on IAS, subject to budgetary availability. 

 The delegations from Italy and Belgium supported Portugal’s proposal. The delegate from Italy 

further offered to make a voluntary contribution for this activity. 

 The representatives from the AEWA and the Barcelona Convention informed of their activities on 

IAS and offered their co-operation with the Bern Convention. 

 The Committee took note of the reports of the two national workshops and thanked the Croatian 

and Ukrainian authorities for the hosting and organisation of the workshops. The Committee 

highlighted progress on Invasive Alien Species issues and on the use of the European Strategy on 

Invasive Alien Species. It also took note of the report by Ms Clare Shine and decided to submit it to 

the next meeting of the Group of Experts on IAS so that they can consider it and prepare a draft 

recommendation, if appropriate. 

4.2 Group of Experts on Amphibians and Reptiles – Draft action plans 

Relevant documents: T-PVS (2006) 6 Report of the meeting of the Group of Experts on the Conservation of Amphibians and 

Reptiles 

  T-PVS (2006) 20 rev Draft recommendation on the conservation of certain endangered species of 

amphibians and reptiles in Europe 

 T-PVS/Inf (2006) 16  Action Plan for the Conservation of the Italian Agile Frog Rana latastei in Europe; 

T-PVS/Inf (2006) 17 Action Plan for the Conservation of the Crested Newt Triturus cristatus Species 

Complex in Europe; 

T-PVS/Inf (2006) 21  Action Plan for the Conservation of the Meadow Viper Vipera ursinii in Europe; 

T-PVS/Inf (2006) 19 Action Plan for the Conservation of the Aesculapian Snake Zamenis longissimus in 

Europe; and 

T-PVS/Inf (2006) 18 Action Plan for the Conservation of the Sand Lizard Lacerta agilis in Northwest 

Europe.     

The Group of Experts met in Strasbourg on 4-5 May 2006. 

The Secretariat presented the report of the meeting and informed the Committee about the 

unexpected delays in the finalisation of the draft action plans outside their control. The Group of Experts 

had asked several countries to report on the implementation of specific recommendations on amphibian 

and reptile species but only the delegate from the Czech Republic informed the Committee about their 

implementation of Recommendation No. 106 (2003) on the conservation of the Aesculapian snake 

Zamenis longissimus. 

The consultant, Mr Anton Stumpel, presented the draft action plans. 

The delegate from Finland, on behalf of EU Parties, expressed support for the action plans although 

they need some final fine-tuning that was not possible to do beforehand due to the late submission of the 

documents. He proposed to amend the draft recommendation to enable countries to draw up and 

implement nationally action plans or other measures as appropriate, to protect these species at the 

national level. 

The delegates from Slovakia and the EC further supported the action plans, subject to the final 

editing to be made. The delegate from the European Commission informed the Committee that they have 

finalised guidelines on strict species protection, in relation with Article 12 of the Habitats Directive. 

The delegate from France welcomed the public awareness elements of the action plans and stressed 

the difficulty of communicating the need to protect species that are not considered “emblematic”. 
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The Committee took note of the report of the meeting of the Group of Experts and adopted a 

recommendation on the conservation of certain endangered species of amphibians and reptiles in Europe 

(see appendix 3). 

The Secretariat asked Parties to submit their comments and information on the last versions of the 

action plans by the end of January 2007. 

4.3. Group of Experts on the Conservation of Invertebrates – Draft European Strategy 

Relevant documents: T-PVS (2006) 11 Report of the meeting of the Group of Experts on the Conservation of Invertebrates 

 T-PVS (2006) 8 Draft recommendation on the European Strategy for the Conservation of Invertebrates 

T-PVS/Inf (2006) 1 revised Final draft of the European Strategy for the Conservation of Invertebrates 

The Group of Experts met in Strasbourg on 19-20 June 2006. 

The Secretariat presented the report of the meeting. She summarised the process leading to the 

submission of a complete draft European strategy for the conservation of invertebrates, an activity 

which was agreed in 2003. A small group of specialists worked on the text since 2004 and the Group 

of Experts agreed on the final draft at its meeting in June 2006. 

The consultant, Mr John Haslett, presented the draft European Strategy for the Conservation of 

Invertebrates. 

 The delegates from Switzerland, Norway and the Czech Republic welcomed and supported the 

strategy, which will be completed with an extra box on the role of invertebrates during soil formation 

processes. 

 The delegates from Finland and the UK proposed two modifications to the draft recommendation to 

enable countries to draw up and implement national action plans or other national measures, as 

appropriate, as well as the need to add a reference to the work carried out in the framework of the 

EUROBATS agreement. 

 The Committee took note of the report of the meeting of the Group of Experts and adopted a 

recommendation on the European Strategy for the Conservation of Invertebrates (see appendix 4). 

4.4. Climate change and biological diversity 

Relevant documents: T-PVS (2006) 10 Draft recommendation on Biodiversity and Climate Change 
 CO-DBP (2005) 3 rev. Report on “Conserving European biodiversity in the context of climate 

change” 

 The Secretariat introduced the draft recommendation, explaining that a decision had been 

postponed at last year’s Standing Committee meeting so that delegations would have more time to 

study it in detail. The Secretariat had revised it, including a mandate for a group of experts to meet in 

2007. The new draft was circulated for comments over last summer and the Secretariat thanked Parties 

for the support and comments received. 

 The delegations from the UK, the European Commission and Monaco proposed some additional 

text.  

 The representatives from AEWA and CMS also suggested some amendments. They further 

informed the Committee of a recent publication on climate change and migratory species, as well as of 

a workshop on climate change and migratory birds planned for April 2007. They expressed their 

interest to be associated with the work of this new Group of Experts. 

 The Committee adopted a recommendation on biodiversity and climate change (see appendix 6). 

4.5 Draft action plan for the European sturgeon – Progress report 

Relevant documents: T-PVS (2006) 12 Report of the meeting of the working group on the elaboration of an 

  Action Plan for the Conservation and Restoration of the European sturgeon (Acipenser sturio) 

T-PVS/Sturgeon (2006) 3 revised Draft Action Plan for the Conservation and Restoration of the 

European Sturgeon (Acipenser sturio)  

The Secretariat thanked the Government of France for their financial support to this activity. 



 - 7 - T-PVS (2006) 24 

 

 

The Secretariat presented the report of the meeting of the working group, explaining that a first 

draft had been presented and discussed at the meeting, and which had been revised in the light of the 

comments received. Further input has been requested from other Parties not represented in the 

working group. A second meeting of the working group is planned for 2007 and the Secretariat 

thanked the German government for their generous offer to host such a meeting next spring so that the 

draft action plan can be finalised and presented to the Standing Committee in 2007. 

The Committee took note of the progress made. 

4.6 Habitats: setting up of ecological networks, Emerald Network progress 

Relevant document:  T-PVS/Emerald (2005) 9 General principles of the procedure for examining and approving Emerald 

sites put forward by States 

 T-PVS/Emerald (2006) 7 Development of the Bern Convention in Africa  

 T-PVS (2006) 22 Report of the Emerald Network Group of Experts 

The meeting of the Group of Experts on the Emerald Network was held in Strasbourg on 9 and 10 

October 2006.  The Chair of the Group of Experts presented the results of the meeting. 

The establishment of the Emerald Network had continued to progress in 2006.  Pilot projects were 

under way in Burkina Faso, Norway and Senegal.  The pilot project in Norway was at the finalisation 

stage.  The Delegates of Burkina Faso and Senegal had reported on a number of difficulties 

encountered  and delays in implementing this project, which stemmed mainly from underfunding or 

administrative reorganisations.  Pilot projects were being prepared in Armenia, Tunisia and the 

Russian Federation.  The representative of WWF welcomed that 108 Emerald sites had been identified 

in Switzerland, where the cantons, being responsible for nature conservation, officially propose the 

Emerald sites identified.  The Emerald Network had also developed in six south-east European 

countries under the CARDS Programme, with the aim of identifying 80% of the potential sites for the 

network.  The CARDS/Emerald programme had been very effectively implemented in the six 

participating countries. The delegates from Albania and the “Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia” thanked the Group of Experts, the Secretariat and experts from EEA for their excelent co-

operation. They further informed on progress made in the Emerald Network, especially on the 

CARDS/Emerald programme, as its third phase has identified 80 % of potential Emerald sites by 

November 2006. The programme might continue next year, with an eye to identifying all the sites in 

the network. 

A number of delegations mentioned difficulties with the classification of habitats presented in 

Resolution No. 4 (1996).  A number of habitats of importance to these countries had been omitted 

from the lists, and other habitats listed require interpretation. The European Commission 

representative said that amendments would be made to the lists in the appendices to the Habitats 

Directive further to proposals from the new EU member States.  The Chair proposed including this 

item on the agenda of the next meeting of the Group of Experts on the Emerald Network. 

The Secretariat presented its proposals for the adoption of a procedure for analysing and accepting 

Emerald sites proposed by the States to date.  The consultant for the Emerald Programme, Mr Marc 

Roekaerts, presented the criteria potentially applicable to this procedure, following the principles 

adopted for the Natura 2000 sites.  He mentioned that site assessment proceeded on a species-by-

species and a habitat-by-habitat basis, drawing on biogeographical regions.  This assessment could not 

be conducted until the States had proposed a large enough number of sites.  The process should begin 

in 2007 with the assessment of sites identified in the geographical region of south-east Europe, as part 

of the CARDS/Emerald Programme.  A list of applicant sites would be prepared in 2007 for 

submission to the Standing Committee for consideration and possible acceptance of some of the sites. 

The consultant Mr Hervé Lethier presented his report on the development of the Bern Convention 

in Africa.  This study considered the issue from a political, technical and legal angle, drawing on the 

interest of the Council of Europe and the Standing Committee of the Bern Convention in North/South 

co-operation and also on the sharing of responsibilities and the added value of a common methodology 

applying to the designation of protected areas in Europe and Africa, with particular emphasis on 

countries on the southern coast of the Mediterranean and those receiving migratory birds which are 

also present in Europe, as well as participation by African Contracting Parties in the work of the  



T-PVS (2006) 24 - 8 - 
 

 

Convention.  A preparatory meeting might be held in 2007 with all the convention-based mechanisms 

and other relevant programmes in order to decide on the potential practical arrangements for 

implementing such a programme, and also the requisite procedures and funding mechanisms.  The 

representative of the Barcelona Convention and the RAC/SPA confirmed that his institution was 

prepared to jointly host this preparatory meeting in Tunisia, as well as the Euro-African regional 

seminar that should ensue in 2008.   

The Standing Committee welcomed the results of the pilot project programme and the specific 

programme being conducted in south-east Europe with the financial support of the European 

Environment Agency.  The committee approved the general principles concerning the criteria to be 

applied to the procedure for analysing and accepting Emerald sites.  Lastly, it approved the plan to 

consider the arrangements for extending the Emerald Network methodology to any African countries 

which so wished, as well as the projected preparatory meeting in 2007 and Euro-African regional 

seminar on the subject in 2008, with the co-operation of RAC/SPA. The extension of the network 

would allow, on the one hand, for the preservation of migratory species listed in the Convention’s 

appendices and of other threatened species not included in the appendices and relevant for African 

countries that have ratified the Bern Convention and, on the other hand, for the contribution to the two 

commitments agreed in Johannesbourg (the 2010 target and the setting-up of a global network of 

protected areas).  

4.7 Elaboration of a European Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity 

Relevant documents:  T-PVS (2006) 3 and 17 Reports of the two meetings of the Working Group on the Elaboration of a 

European Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity 

 The Secretariat presented the reports of the two meetings of the working group, held in March and 

September 2006. The working group agreed to proceed on the basis of a revised outline for the 

Charter. 

 The delegates from the Czech Republic, Portugal, France, Monaco and the European Commission 

expressed their support for this activity. They further noted the importance of correct and agreed 

terminology to be used in the Charter; their interest in further contributing to this work; the need to 

focus on the added value that the Bern Convention and the Council of Europe can provide, namely by 

developing the three areas identified in the revised outline: sustainable hunting, hunting tourism, and 

standards for European hunters. 

 The delegate from Norway, also Chair of the Working Group, expressed his hope to have a first 

complete draft of the Charter for spring 2007 which will be widely circulated to Parties as well as 

discussed by the working group. The delegate from Norway informed the Committee of a voluntary 

contribution for this activity. 

 The representatives from FACE and the IUCN added their support and engagement to continue 

participating in this activity. The representative of OMPO asked to be included in the future meetings 

of this working group. 

 The delegate from Monaco underlined that the Charter covers terrestrial wildlife species. 

 The Committee took note of the reports and progress made on this activity, underlining the 

importance to keep co-operating with all relevant organisations, institutions and stakeholders. 

4.8 Conservation of birds: Actions plans 

Relevant documents:  T-PVS (2006) 21 rev Draft recommendation onsix new action plans for most threatened birds in the 

Convention’s area 

 T-PVS/Inf (2006) 2 revised International Action plan for the Saker Falcon 

 T-PVS/Inf (2006) 12, 13, 9, 14 and 10 International single species action plans (AEWA) for the light-

bellied Brent Goose; the Northern Bald Ibis; the Corncrake; the White-headed Duck; and the 

Ferruginous Duck. 

 The Secretariat introduced this agenda item, following the initiative of BirdLife and the African-

Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA). 

 The representative of BirdLife International presented the draft action plan for the Saker falcon, 

thanking Hungary and Slovakia for their support. 
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 The delegate from the European Commission informed the Committee of the discussion by the 

ORNIS committee on the document T-PVS/Inf (2006) 2 revised and the proposal to amend the text on 

page 17 regarding the production of hybrids of Saker falcons. 

 The representative of the International Association for Falconry and Conservation of Birds of 

Prey opposed this additional text. After discussion the Committee agreed to keep the EC’s additional 

text in the action plan and mention in this report that a specific working group for the Saker Falcon 

will review the situation regarding hybrids, subject to resource availability. 

 The representative of AEWA presented the five international action plans as adopted by the 

AEWA 3rd Meeting of the Parties in October 2005. 

 The delegate of Finland proposed an amendment to the draft recommendation to enable countries 

to draw up and implement national action plans or other national measures, as appropriate.  

 The Committee adopted a recommendation on six new action plans for most threatened birds in 

the Convention’s area (see appendix 5). 

Wind energy and nature conservation 

 Before discussing the next agenda item, and at the request of the delegation from the European 

Community, the Committee was informed of a note submitted from the EC regarding “Update on 

work of the ad hoc working group for development of guidelines on wind energy and nature 

conservation”, also intended to cover non-EU countries. The note included an outline of the current 

proposed structure of the guide and informed that a first draft of the guide will be circulated to the ad 

hoc group for discussion in early 2007. 

 The representative of BirdLife International raised the case of the Smøla windfarm project in 

Norway which had been at the origin of this activity and related discussions at the Standing 

Committee. She stressed the growing number of wind farm proposals and asked for this case to be 

included in the agenda of next year’s Standing Committee meeting. 

 The delegate of Norway pointed out that this issue was not in the meeting’s agenda and noted that 

the usual procedure needed to be followed regarding complaints. Information on the implementation 

of the Standing Committee recommendation in 2001 will be transmitted for discussion at the Bureau 

next year. 

 The representatives from the CMS and AEWA urged the European Commission to speed up the 

work of the ad hoc working group and finalise the guidelines. They informed the Committee that the 

recent Resolution 5.6 on wind turbines and bat populations adopted by the Meeting of the Parties to 

the Eurobats Agreement, and available to delegates at this meeting, includes a set of guidelines for the 

planning process and impact assessments. 

 

* Items for information only: 

T-PVS/Inf (2006) 6 Report of the ad hoc Working Group on Wind Energy and Nature Conservation (Brussels, 17 

January 2006)  

T-PVS/Inf (2006) 24 Resolution 5.6 on Wind Turbines and Bat Populations – Minutes of the 5th Session of the 

Meeting of Eurobats Parties (Ljubljana, Slovenia, 4-6 September 2006) 

T-PVS/Inf (2006) 5  President’s Report of the 26th Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Biology 

and Conservation, (Island of Crete, Greece, 3-8 April 2006)  

T-PVS/Inf (2006) 22 Introduction on the procedures and the purpose of HaBiDes (Habitats and Birds Directive    

Derogation System) 
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PART IV – MONITORING OF SPECIFIC SITES AND POPULATIONS 

 

5. Specific sites and populations 

5.1 Information from the Bureau 

Relevant documents: T-PVS (2006) 7 and 16  Reports of the two Bureau meetings in 2006 

 The Chair announced that the Bureau had decided to include three complaints on the draft agenda to 

draw attention to the lack of response from the governments concerned (France and Slovenia). The 

Secretariat said that governments were generally given four months to reply to requests for information. 

Beyond that time, the bureau treats unanswered complaints as possible files.  

 A fourth complaint relating to infrastructure projects in Croatia had been added with a view to 

proposing that the Committee should arrange an on-site visit in 2007. 

 - Habitats necessary for the survival of the common hamster (France) 

 The French nature conservation association “Sauvegarde Faune Sauvage” complained about the 

inadequacy of the measures taken by the French state to preserve the habitats necessary for the survival 

of the common hamster in France. 

 The French delegate summarised the information contained in the reply sent belatedly to the 

Secretariat. He emphasised how difficult it was to reconcile Community directives on the Common 

Agricultural Policy (CAP) with those relating to habitats.  The measures that had been introduced 

comprised incentives for farmers to continue with favourable farming techniques under management 

agreements and measures to offset the effects of urbanisation and the development of new infrastructure. 

 The representative of Sauvegarde Faune Sauvage, supported by the representative of the French 

National Society for Nature Protection (SNPN), expressed very grave concerns about the future of the 

common hamster, pointing out that in three years the number of individuals had decreased from 1 500 to 

500. The latest conservation plan was ineffective owing to a lack of financial and human resources and it 

was vital for the competent authorities, particularly the Regional Environment Directorate (DIREN), to 

take responsibility for the matter.  

 The situation should be reviewed along with development plans for the next few years, and a file 

should be opened. 

 The Standing Committee instructed the Bureau to treat this item in relation to the informations that 

will be provided by France. 

 As additional information, the Chair welcomed the reports provided by Germany and Belgium 

regarding the implementation of Recommendation No. 79 (1999) on protection of the common hamster 

(Cricetus cricetus) in Europe and strongly encouraged all countries concerned to do the same next year.  

 - Protection of the green toad (Bufo viridis) in Alsace (France) 

 The complaint filed by the BUFO Association (for the study and protection of amphibians and 

reptiles in Alsace) related to the inadequacy of the impact studies conducted in connection with the 

bypass construction project in the Alsatian municipalities of Oberschaeffolsheim and Wolfisheim and the 

building project for the Zénith entertainment venue. 

 The representative of the association asked the Standing Committee to give the greatest possible 

consideration to the situation of the remaining habitats of the green toad in Alsace. He drew attention to 

urban development projects in the vicinity of Molsheim and asked the Standing Committee, as with the 

common hamster, to review the measures taken in recent years.  

 The French delegate pointed out that his authorities’ reply, which had also been sent belatedly to the 

Secretariat, did not cover the area around Molsheim. He said that he was prepared to send further 

information and asked the Secretariat to pass all the requisite details on to him. 

 The Standing Committee instructed the Bureau to take up this matter again at its next meeting. 
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 - Wind farm project in Volovja Reber (Slovenia) 

 The complaint, filed by a coalition of 24 NGOs, related to the construction of a wind farm with 43 

turbines in the Alpine and Dinaric region of southern Slovenia. The site chosen was of vital importance 

for some of the species protected under the Bern Convention (Eurasian lynx, wildcat, brown bear) and 

also acted as a corridor. 

 The Slovenian delegate informed the Committee that he had not been able to respond to the request 

for information as this project was the subject of a number of judicial proceedings. They will send a 

report before the next Bureau meeting. 

 The Committee took note of this information and instructed the Bureau to follow the progress of the 

project and report on it at its next meeting. 

 - Planned motorway across the Drava marshlands and hydro-electric power station in 

Lesce, across the river Dobra (Croatia) 

 A complaint had been filed by the NGO Friends of the Earth Croatia, highlighting the foreseeable 

negative effects of these two projects on local biodiversity and criticising the content of the relevant 

environmental impact studies. 

 The decision to build the hydro-electric power station had been taken in 1988 and work was already 

well under way. The last phase of the project, which posed the greatest threat to nature conservation, is 

still not in the construction phase, and the permit has not been issued yet. 

 Work on the motorway which would form part of the corridor linking the Baltic to the Adriatic had 

started in the south and is supposed to continue in the north in 2008. 

 The Croatian delegate said that they would be willing to welcome an expert. 

 The Committee agreed to the proposal for an on-the-spot visit. 

5.2 Files 

 - Akamas Peninsula (Cyprus) 

Relevant documents:  T-PVS/Files (2006) 14 Secretariat report 

  T-PVS/Files (2006)  7 Report by the NGOs  

 This case concerns plans to develop tourism in the Peninsula of Akamas, with detrimental effect 

on an ecologically valuable area with many rare plant and animal species protected under the 

Convention. 

 This case was first discussed at the 16th meeting of the Standing Committee in 1996. Two on-the-

spot appraisals were carried out in 1997 and 2002 and a recommendation adopted in 1997 

(Recommendation No. 63 (1997) on the conservation of the Akamas peninsula in Cyprus and, in 

particular, of the nesting beaches of Caretta caretta and Chelonia mydas).  

 The Cyprus delegate informed the Committee that the situation was stable and the 2004 

Management Plan of the Akamas Peninsula, proposed by the Council of Ministers, was still being 

studied by the appropriate authorities. The plan aimed to promote the sustainable development of the 

area. His government was going to propose part of the Peninsula as a Natura 2000 site. 

 The Delegate of the European Commission stated that they were worried by the lack of 

protection of the area. The Commission was waiting for a solid proposal from Cyprus regarding 

Natura 2000 sites. 

 The representative of Terra Cypria explained that the management plan proposed was a 

development plan rather than a conservation one. The area should be designated as Natura 2000 and 

National Park. The Management Plan should include a map and detailed plans for conservation and 

monitoring. No legal measures were taken against illegal buildings and the areas around Limni Beach 

had been built (in the absence of any type of protection plan). The full intervention by the 

representative of Terra Cypria is included in the Addendum to this report. 
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 The delegate of MEDASSET supported Terra Cypria in the criticism of the management plan 

and strongly recommended not to close the file. Other files had been provisionally closed, such as the 

Kazanli (Turkey) on Green turtles, where the situation has deteriorated and no information enabling 

the Committee to monitor progress was obtained. 

 The Committee urged Cyprus to fully implement Recommendation No. 63 and decided to leave 

the file open. 

 - Project to build a motorway through the Kresna Gorge (Bulgaria) 

[Recommendation No. 98 (2002)] 

Relevant documents: T-PVS/Files (2006) 15 Secretariat  report 

  T-PVS/Files (2005) 2 NGO Report 

 This case concerns a motorway crossing an area of high biological diversity. It was examined by the 

Standing Committee in 2002, when it adopted a recommendation inviting the Bulgarian government to 

abandon the plans to enlarge the current road, and look for more suitable alternatives compatible with 

Bern Convention obligations. In 2004, the Bulgarian Ministry of the Environment informed the 

Secretariat that there was no further information concerning the state of progress of the project or the 

procedure for establishing a new protected area around the gorge. 

 At its 24th meeting, the Standing Committee decided to open a file in order to stimulate the 

Bulgarian government to further implement Recommendation No. 98 (2002). 

 The Bulgarian Delegate informed the committee that a new EIA (Environmental Impact 

Assessment) had been initiated in 2006 in consultation with all the partners concerned.  All variants 

would be studied, including the NGOs’ proposal.  Specific requirements had been formulated and 

information on the potential sites for Natura 2000 had been placed at the investor’s disposal. 

 The BirdLife representative confirmed that the NGOs had helped define the scope of the EIA. 

 The European Commission Delegate informed the Standing Committee that a complaint had been 

lodged with the Commission. 

 The Standing Committee welcomed the positive advances that had been made on this file, which it 

decided to keep open. 

 - Building of a navigable waterway in the Bystroe Estuary (Danube delta, Ukraine) 

Relevant documents: T-PVS/Files (2006) 16, canal de navigation dans l’estuaire dit Bystroe Gyrlo –Delta du Danube, 

Ukraine) Rapport du Secrétariat  

 T-PVS/Files (2006) 23 Shipping canal in the Bystroe estuary (Danube Delta, Ukraine) Report by the 

Government 

 T-PVS/Files (2006) 10 Proposed navigable waterway through the Bystroe estuary (Danube Delta, 

Ukraine) Report by the NGO. 

 This case concerns the excavation of a shipping canal in the Bystroe estuary of the Danube delta in 

Ukraine, which is likely to adversely affect both the Ukrainian Danube Biosphere Reserve – the most 

important of Ukraine’s wetlands – and the whole Danube delta dynamics. A first phase of the project 

was conducted in 2004. 

 In 2004, the Standing Committee adopted its Recommendation No. 111 (2004) inviting Ukraine to 

suspend works, except the completion of phase 1, and not to proceed with phase 2 of the project until: 

 the EIA for phase 2 is undertaken to international standards and submitted to the relevant 

international experts and organisations; 

 the public consultation on the EIA for phase 2 takes place and the proposals made during the 

discussions are duly considered; and 

 the data collected during the additional monitoring programme with involvement of international 

experts is analysed and adequate recommendations are elaborated. 

 In 2006, the Ukrainian government informed the Secretariat that all work carried out was part of 

phase 1 and that the extent of the work under phase 2 would be adjusted on the basis of a new plan and 

environmental monitoring data. An international meeting concerning the sustainable development and 
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management of the Danube delta was held in Odessa in February 2006, with the participation of ICPDR, 

UNESCO, the Ramsar Convention, the Bern Convention Secretariat and the European Commission. A 

follow-up meeting will be held in Tulcea (Romania) in early 2007. 

 In August 2006, the Ukrainian Court of Auditors published the results of its audit on the project, 

concluding that the requisite environmental protection measures had not been taken even though they 

had been scheduled in the EIA conducted during phase 1. A report by the Espoo Convention’s 

commission of inquiry has recently been published establishing the existence of transboundary impacts 

in connection with the Bystroe project. 

 The Trilateral Agreement signed under the auspices of the Council of Europe by Moldova, Romania 

and Ukraine on 5 June 2000, on co-operation in the zone of the Danube Delta and Lower Prut River 

nature-protected areas, entered into force in October 2006. When ratifying the agreement, Ukraine added 

a declaration regarding the procedure for establishing and modifying the boundaries of the protected 

area, with which Romania disagrees. 

 The delegate of Ukraine informed the Committee that his government was implementing the 

different parts of the recommendation, carrying out monitoring, making an EIA and discussing issues 

with NGOs and the staff of the Biosphere Reserve. The Inquiry Commission under the Espoo 

Convention had concluded that significant adverse transbounder impacts of the project were likely. 

Ukraine had signed the Agreement for the creation and management of a cross-border protected area 

in the Danube Delta and was ready to co-operate with neighbouring states. 

 The delegate of Romania said that the situation was not so simple. He feared that the second 

phase of the project would go ahead without the necessary precaution, risking serious ecological 

damage. In his view Recommendation No. 111 was not being totally implemented. 

 The representative of WWF noted the sedimentation of the channel and the impacts on the Delta 

reserve, as the experts had foreseen. She deplored the lack of measures related to 

Recommendation No. 111, in particular regarding the insufficient scientific monitoring, the lack of 

EIA according to international standards, as well as the absence of public debate and compensatory 

measures. She further noted that works in the channel have restarted on 4 November 2006. 

 The Chair, following an intervention from Belgium, noted that it was important to have 

guarantees that development in the area would not be detrimental to nature, and asked that 

Recommendation No. 111 be fully implemented. Ukraine was asked to call for a meeting of the states 

signatories of the Agreement, under the auspices of the Council of Europe, and provide to the 

Committee the EIA finished in April 2006, including the compensatory measures foreseen. 

 The Committee decided to leave the file open and examine at its next meeting a new draft 

recommendation prepared by the Secretariat. 

5.3 Possible Files 

- Conservation of the Hermann tortoise in the plaine des Maures (France) 

Relevant documents:  T-PVS/Files (2006) 17 Secretariat report 

 This case concerns the protection of the habitat of the Hermann tortoise in the Maures’ Plain, 

which is considered unsatisfactory. In the past, the Committee already dealt with this species and site 

when a project to build a test road for a tyre factory was proposed and abandoned. The French 

government made a strong commitment in order to ensure the protection of the species, and the 

Standing Committee decided to close the file in 1997. 

 Considering that the implementation of the Public Interest Plan (PIG) as well as the additional 

measures of protection had not sufficiently contributed to the conservation of the species, the Société 

nationale de Protection de la Nature (SNPN) again approached the Secretariat in 2003. 

 The Committee decided to accept the French authorities’ offer to organise an on-the-spot 

appraisal, which was carried out in March 2005. 

 At its 25th meeting, the Committee adopted Recommendation No. 118 (2005) on the protection of 

the Hermann tortoise in the Massif and Plaine des Maures, including a request to the French 
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government to use a more global management concept for the areas concerned for this species, and to 

reject the new application for an extension of the Balançan waste storage centre.  

 The French Delegate informed the Standing Committee of progress in the implementation of the 

recommendation, and stressed the assistance provided by the Convention in processing this complex 

file: 

 France had complemented its management concept with a new document setting out objectives.  

A map of the nature reserve and the Biotope Decree had been drawn up under Natura 2000; 

 The plan to apply for permission to extend the Balançan storage centre had been rejected; the new 

application, which had now been submitted, would be assessed in accordance with the 

recommendations set out in the Convention; 

 New studies would be carried out to improve knowledge of the species and its behaviour. 

 The SNPN representative congratulated the French delegation on having taken account of the 

main problem of the Balançan dumping site.  A final alternative site would nevertheless have to be 

located. 

 He pointed out that a number of hazards subsisted, for the following reasons: 

 The projected nature reserve was too restrictive, as it only covered 33% of the high- and medium-

density tortoise populations; 

 The perimeters of the areas proposed for Natura 2000 were too limited, omitting some zones with 

large tortoise populations; 

 The restoration plan had been neither ratified nor implemented; 

 No action had been taken to join up the core areas with the corridors. 

 The Sauvegarde Faune Sauvage representative said that he shared the concerns voiced by the 

SNPN. 

 The delegate from France stressed that a detailed map with the boundaries of the reserve,  Natura 

2000 and the order for the protection of the biotope shows the real commitment to protection and it 

will be sent to the secretariat. For populated areas and corridors, the French authorities have 

commissioned a study on this issue, in accordance with the recommendations  by the expert of the on-

the-spot visit. 

 The Chair noted that some useful progress had been made on this file, although some 

uncertainties remained. 

 The Standing Committee invited the French Government to report again at its next meeting.  It 

reserved the right to open a new file in the light of the information that would be presented, including 

the examination of detailed maps. 

 The French Delegate had no objections to the maintenance of a possible file on this matter, 

because not all the requisite action had yet been completed and the Bureau will receive further 

information. 

- Windfarms in Balchik and Kaliakra – Via Pontica (Bulgaria) 

Relevant documents: T-PVS/Files (2006) 19 Secretariat Report 

 T-PVS/Files (2006) 20 and 21 Government Report 

 T-PVS/Files (2006) 8 Report by the NGO on the construction of the Kaliakra wind farm parks 

T-PVS/Files (2006) 9 Report by the NGO on the follow-up to Recommendation No. 117 (2005) on 

the plan to set up a wind farm near the town of Balchik and other wind farm developments on the Via 

Pontica migration route (Bulgaria) 

T-PVS/Files (2006) 11 Report by the NGO on the Construction of the Kaliakra wind farm parks 

 This case concerns the building of the first windfarm in Bulgaria, at Balchik on the Black Sea 

coast, and located on the Via Pontica which is one of the most important migratory routes in Europe, 

especially for soaring birds. The decision to authorise the project has already been taken. 
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 An on-the-spot visit was carried out in September 2005. The Committee adopted 

Recommendation No. 117 (2005). In this Recommendation, the Committee asked the Bulgarian 

government to reconsider its decision to approve the proposed wind farm in Balchik.  

 In 2006, the Bulgarian government informed the Secretariat that it did not intend to review the 

decision approving the wind farm project. 

 The Secretariat received information from NGOs on a similar case involving plans to build 129 

windmills 20 kms away from Balchik, between the town of Kavarna and the Kaliakra Cape. At its 

meeting in September, the Bureau proposed that the Standing Committee opens a new file on these 

windfarm developments in Bulgaria. 

 The Bulgarian Delegate said that the decision as taken was legally unassailable.  She pointed out 

that building work had not yet begun as a fresh appeal had been submitted concerning the sale of land.  

She added that EIAs were compulsory in the case of all proposals for investment in potential Natura 

2000 sites. 

 The BirdLife representative, supported by the representative from AEWA, stressed that the wind 

farm represented a considerable risk to birds and that the authorisation procedure was still in hand.  

She invited the Committee to send the Government a clear message to: 

 Reconsider, in line with the recent Bulgarian Ministerial statement to the European Parliament, 

consents for wind farms at Kaliakra and Balchik; 

 Suspend the construction of the wind farms pending new and adequate EIAs; 

 Ensure approval of EIAs by technical experts as well as the Ministry of Environment’s legal 

department; 

 Introduce a moratorium on consents for further wind farms in Natura 2000/Emerald Network sites 

pending ecological assessment of the national long-term programme for encouragement of 

renewable energy resources 2004-2015; 

 Advise that these wind farm developments may be a bad investment; if the European Court of 

Justice rules against them in these Natura 2000/Emerald network sites, they may have to be 

removed. 

 And to ask for information about: 

 The consequences of the expiry of the authorisation granted for Balchik; 

 The date scheduled for the workshop on the ecological requirements to be fulfilled for building 

wind farms. 

 She suggested that an on-the-spot appraisal should be organised. 

 The AEWA representative said that the Bulgarian Government was in breach not only of the 

provisions of the Bern Convention but also of the CMS, Eurobats and the EU Directives, and that it 

was hampering the efforts of other countries to achieve the 2010 target.  He requested the opening of a 

new file.  This proposal was seconded by the Eurobats and AEWA representatives. 

 The Chair described the situation as very disturbing.  A meeting might be organised between the 

parties involved under the auspices of the conventions and other relevant agreements. 

 The committee took note of these different statements and pronouncements, and instructed the 

Bureau to study, together with the Bulgarian Government, the possibility of organising such a 

meeting. 

 On a motion from the Icelandic delegate, backed by the delegate of the European Commission, the 

committee decided to open a new file. 
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5.4 Follow-up of selected recommendations from previous meetings 

Relevant documents: T-PVS/Files (2006) 3 Government report on the follow-up of Recommendation No. 95 (2002) 

 T-PVS/Files (2006) 13 NGO Report on the follow-up of Recommendation No. 95 (2002) 

 T-PVS/Files (2006) 4 NGO Report on the follow–up of Recommendation No. 108 (2003) 

 T-PVS/Files (2006) 12 Government Report on the follow-up of Recommendation No. 112 (2004) 

 T-PVS/Files (2006) 6 NGO report on the follow-up of Recommendation No. 113 (2004) 

 

- Recommendation No. 95 (2002) on the conservation of marine turtles in Kazanli 

(Turkey) 

The Secretariat announced that in spring the Turkish authorities had sent it a somewhat brief 

report on the implementation of the recommendation.  

At its second meeting, the Bureau had instructed the Secretariat to ask for a more comprehensive 

report, but this had not yet been sent. 

The Medasset representative considered that there were still several outstanding problems that 

remained undealt with and which cannot be addressed due to the absence of the Turkish delegation for 

the second consecutive Standing Committee meeting. 

The Secretariat pointed out that in 2004, the Standing Committee had decided to close the file 

provisionally. 

The delegate from Monaco proposed that, due to the seriousness of the issue, the Bureau should 

consider reopening the file and liaise with the Barcelona Convention secretariat to evaluate the extent 

of the danger of marine pollution from the existing stockpile of toxic waste located on the nesting 

beach very close to the seashore. 

The Committee took note of this information and instructed the Bureau to consider the possibility 

of reopening the file and engage the Barcelone convention. 

- Recommendation No. 108 (2003) on the proposed construction of the “Via Baltica” 

(Poland) 

The Secretariat announced that the expert, Mr Eckhart Kuijken, who had visited this site in 2003, 

had had occasion, on a visit to Poland in connection with the European Diploma of Protected Areas, to 

talk to the authorities concerned on 28 August 2006 and had learned about recent developments, 

particularly progress on the strategic environmental assessment (SEA). 

The Polish delegate informed the Committee that the strategic environmental assessment was due 

to be finalised by the end of 2006. NGOs had been involved in the competitive tendering process and 

the report itself.  The results would make it possible to take a decision on the ultimate route. There was 

a need to renovate Poland’s road network and build bypasses and this was recognised by NGOs. 

The BirdLife representative acknowledged that the SEA was a step forward but wondered 

whether it would have a real impact on the choice of the route. 

The European Commission representative informed the Committee that several complaints 

concerning road-building projects had been filed. Further information had been requested with regard 

to Via Baltica. 

The Committee took note of this information. It asked the Polish Government to provide the 

decision on the choice of route, the relevant SEA and all other relevant information regarding this file, 

and to report back at the next meeting. 

- Recommendation No. 112 (2004) on the hydro-electric dams in Kárahnjúkar and 

Nordlingaalda (Iceland) 

The Icelandic delegate reminded the Committee that no Bern Convention species or habitat type 

are threatened by the Kárahnúkar hydropower project. He provided information about the 

transposition of the SEA Directive into national law; the functioning of the monitoring board; the fact 

that it is not known why the non-breeding pink-footed geese population has decreased in the moulting 

area in the Eyjabakkar IBA; and on the plan for a new and very large national park which has been 
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proposed to the Parliament. He informed the Committee that 70% of energy in Iceland came from 

renewable sources. 

The BirdLife representative congratulated the government on its decision to refrain from any 

projects in the Thjorsvaer area. She expressed doubts as to whether mitigation and compensation 

measures had really been taken. 

The United Kingdom delegate asked the Committee to follow the implementation of the 

recommendation very closely. The Committee took note and asked the Icelandic authorities to present 

a new report in 2007. 

- Recommendation No. 113 (2004) on military antenna in the Sovereign Base Area 

(Akrotiri, Cyprus) 

 The report transmitted at the beginning of the year by the British authorities mentioned a great 

deal of progress, including: 

 implementation of the bird deterrent system; 

 preparation of the Environmental Management Plan for the Akrotiri peninsula;  

 the creation of a new post of on-island environmentalist; and 

 the conduction of studies on bird mortality and flight paths used by birds, hydrology and 

hydrogeology (in connection with the situation of the Phasouri swamps). 

 Furthermore, the results of the study of the effects of electromagnetic radiation on health had been 

made public. 

 The United Kingdom delegate said that there had since been a hiatus in the dialogue with NGOs, 

and noted the NGOs’ concerns in this connection.  He thanked them for their interest in this matter.  

He informed the Committee that an updated report would be presented to the Bureau and the Standing 

Committee. 

 The BirdLife representative congratulated the Sovereign Base Area authorities on their dialogue 

with all the parties involved, although she had reservations about the lack of designation of sites 

equivalent to SPAs and the plan for a hospice to be built over the nesting site of the Griffon Vulture.  

She also noted that no long-term monitoring procedure had yet been established. 

 The Cypriot Delegate stressed that co-operation with the Sovereign Base Area authorities had 

been excellent. 

 The representative of Terra Cypria encouraged the UK government to implement the 

Recommendation with actions. 

 The Committee took note of this information pending the report to be forwarded in 2007. 

 

*     *     * 

 

 Finally, the Slovenian delegate informed the Committee about the successful project of translocation 

of five bears to the French Pyrenees, as a good example of positive co-operation between France and 

Slovenia in order to implement Recommendations No. 82 (2000) and No. 115 (2005). 
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PART V – STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONVENTION  

 

6. Strategic development of the Convention 

6.1. Sustainable development at the Council of Europe 

Relevant document: CODBP (2006) 7 Sustainable development: A new approach to values, law and public policies in 

Europe 

 The Secretariat informed the Committee of the ongoing discussions in the Council of Europe 

regarding its future work on sustainable development. After the Warsaw Summit in May 2005 the 

Council of Europe has reflected on how to take this issue forward. Given the current context of 

budgetary restrictions it appears unlikely that new initiatives will be developed on this issue. 

 The Committee took note of the report and thanked the Secretariat for this information. 

6.2. Proposal of amendment of the Rules of Procedure of the Standing Committee to 

enlarge its Bureau  

Relevant document: T-PVS (2006) 5  Amendment of the Rules of Procedure of the Standing Committee regarding its Bureau 

 At its meeting in 2005, the Standing Committee examined a proposal to amend the rules of 

procedure to enlarge the Bureau and decided to ask the Bureau to deal with this issue. The Standing 

Committee indicated that the Bureau’s deliberation “will not open Rules of Procedure issues wider, 

confining its examination of the issues to the Rules of Procedure 18, 19 and 6 only”, including issues 

such as the role of the Bureau as it currently operates; financial issues; and other implications arising 

from a larger Bureau, such as its composition. 

 The Secretariat presented a note outlining the different options to enlarge the Committee’s Bureau, 

proposing to either have three alternate members or enlarge it to five members so as to ensure 

participation and a more diversified representation. 

 After interventions from Contracting Parties with different positions as to the need to enlarge the 

Bureau in the current budgetary situation, the Committee decided to keep the status quo of three 

members and review the situation after two years, if necessary. During this period, the Secretariat is 

asked to keep track of the workload of individual Bureau members and their attendance at Bureau 

meetings.  

6.3. Draft Programme of Activities for 2007 

Relevant document: T-PVS (2006) 14 Draft Programme of Activities for 2007 

 The Secretariat presented a proposal of activities for 2007, prepared following discussions with the 

Bureau. 

 The Chair thanked the Parties that had made voluntary contributions in 2006, noting that they will 

become even more necessary given the decrease in the Council of Europe budget for these activities. The 

list of Parties having made voluntary contributions to the 2006 activites appears in an annex to this report 

(see appendix 8). 

 The delegate of Iceland issued an invitation to host the next meeting of the Group of Experts on 

Invasive Alien Species to be held in 2007. Also, he announced a voluntary contribution of 16000 € to the 

Bern Convention. 

 The delegate of the Holy See stressed the importance of the growing engagement of the Catholic 

Church and other Churches on the protection of the environment. One of the themes of the next 

European ecumenical gathering, to be held in Sibiu in September 2007, will be dedicated to this issue 

and to new ways of life to follow. 

 The delegate of France asked to include staff expenses in the annual budget and programme of 

activities to be submitted to the Standing Committee in 2007, to ensure that there is adequate personnel 

in the secretariat to carry out the proposed activities. 
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 The delegate of Norway supported that proposal and asked for future prioritisation in the next 

proposed budgets to identify what elements would require voluntary contributions to be fulfilled. She 

further informed the Committee of a voluntary contribution of 15000 € to the Bern Convention. 

 The delegate of Monaco confirmed that the Principality will provide a voluntary contribution of 

8000 € in 2007. 

 On a NGO proposal to create a group of experts to prepare a strategy on mushrooms, the Committee 

decided to include it in the agenda of its next meeting and prepare a general document on mushrooms 

conservation, subject to budgetary availability. 

 Regarding the working group to be created under the Saker falcon action plan, it was decided that 

the group will meet in 2008 in the framework of the Group of Experts on the Conservation of Birds. A 

possible meeting of this specific working group in 2007 is conditioned on budgetary availability. 

 After adding in the Programme of Activities elements already raised during the meeting – on IAS 

and climate change - and subject to budgetary availability, the Committee adopted its 2007 work 

programme and budget as it appears in appendix 7 of this report. 

6.4 States to be invited as observers to the 27th meeting 

 The Committee decided unanimously to invite the following States to attend its 27th meeting: 

Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, Russia, San Marino, Serbia, Montenegro, Algeria, Belarus, 

Cape Verde, Holy See, Kazhakstan, Kyrghystan, Mauritania, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 

 

 PART VI- OTHER ITEMS 

 

7. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

 The Committee elected Mrs Véronique Herrenschmidt as Chair. 

 The Committee elected Mr Jón Gunnar Ottósson  as Vice-Chair. 

8. Date and place of the 27th meeting, adoption of the report 

 The Committee decided on the date of its 27th meeting (26-30 November 2007). 

 In accordance with Article 15 of the Convention, the Committee adopted its report, which will be 
submitted to the Committee of Ministers. 

9. Other business (items for information only) 

 The delegate of Monaco, speaking as depositary of the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans 

of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS agreement), informed 

the Committee that the Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society had approached the secretariat of the 

agreement at to denounce Turkey’s project to capture 30 big dolphins in the Black and Mediterranean 

seas, with a view to therapeutical and entertaining aims. Such a capture would involve a violation not 

only of the Bern Convention but also of other international legal instruments. It would further cause 

collateral damages due to the handling and manipulation that would be required. 

 The secretariat informed that in 2005, and following a similar complaint, it had contacted the 

Turkish government which finally resulted in their abandonment of the project. 

 The Standing Committee took note of this information, which considered worrying. It considered 

that such a capture was not justified and asked the Secretariat, if necessary, to intervene and contact the 

Turkish authorities accordingly, as it did in 2005. 
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Appendix 1 

List of participants 

__________ 

 

I. CONTRACTING PARTIES / PARTIES CONTRACTANTES 

 

ALBANIA / ALBANIE 
Mrs Elvana RAMAJ, Senior Expert, Nature Protection Directorate, Ministry of the Environment, Rruga 

e Durresit, No. 27, TIRANA. 

Tel: +355 4 270 624/30.   Fax: +355 4 270 625/7.   E-mail: eramaj@moe.gov.al or 

eramaj@hotmail.com (E) 

 

AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE 
Mr. Harald GROSS, Amt der Wiener Landesregierung, Magistratsabteilung 22, Ebendorferstraße 4, 

1082 WIEN. 

Tel: +43 / 1 / 4000 88344.   Fax: +43 / 1 / 4000 9988344.   Email: gro@m22.magwien.gv.at  

 

Ms. Dr. Edda-Maria  BERTEL, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water 

Management, Dep. II/4, Stubenbastei 5, A-1010 VIENNA 

Tel: +43/1/51522-1414.   Fax: +43/1/51522-7402.   E-mail: edda-maria.bertel@lebensministerium.at 

 

AZERBAIJAN / AZERBAÏDJAN 
Mr Faig SADIGOV, Lead Advisor, Division of International Cooperation, Ministry of Ecology and 

Natural Resources, B. Aghayev Street 100 A, AZ-1073 BAKU. 

Tel: +99 412 492 41 73 .   Fax: +99 412 492 59 07.   E-mail: faiq1975@mail.ru or azeri7@mail.az (E) 

[Apologised for absence / Excusé] 

 

BELGIUM / BELGIQUE 
Mr Patrick DE WOLF, Ingénieur attaché à la Direction de la Nature, Division de la Nature et des 

Forêts, Ministère de la Région wallonne, 15, avenue Prince de Liège, B-5100 JAMBES (NAMUR). 

Tel : +32 81 33 58 16.   Fax : +32 81 33 58 22.   E-mail : P.Dewolf@mrw.wallonie.be (F) 

 

BULGARIA / BULGARIE 
Mrs Rayna Hristoforova HARDALOVA, Expert d’Etat, Ministère de l’Environnement et des Eaux, 67 

rue W. Gladston,  1000 SOFIA. 

Tel: +359 2 940 61 63.   Fax: +359 2 980 96 41.   E-mail: hardalovar@moew.government.bg (F) 

 

BURKINA FASO / BURKINA FASO 
Mr Guesrim GANSAORE, Contrôleur des Eaux et Forêts, Ministère de l’Environnement et du Cadre 

de Vie, Direction de la Faune et des Chasses, 03 – BP 7044 OUAGADOUGOU – 03. 

Tel : +226 50 35 69 71 / 23.   Fax : +226 50 35 82 43.   E-mail : pagem@fasonet.bf   (F) 

 

CROATIA / CROATIE 
Mrs Andrea ŠTEFAN, Head of Department, Nature Conservation Directorate, Ministry of Culture, 

Runjaninova 2, 10 000 ZAGREB.  

Tel: +385 1 48 66 124.   Fax: +385 1 48 66 100.   E-mail: andrea.stefan@min-kulture.hr (E) 

 

CYPRUS / CHYPRE 
Mr Demetris KOUTROUKIDES, Environment Officer, Environment Service, Ministry of Agriculture, 

Natural Resources and Environment, 1411 NICOSIA. 

Tel. (00357) 22 303888.   Fax. (00357) 22 774945.   E mail. dkoutroukides@environment.moa.gov.cy 
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CZECH REPUBLIC / RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE 
Ms.Jana BROZOVA, Bern Convention National Focal Point, Department for the International 

Conservation of Biodiversity, Ministry of the Environment, Vrsovicka 65, 100 10   Prague 10. 

Tel: +420 267 122 375.   fax: +420 267 126 375.   E-mail: Jana_Brozova@env.cz  

 

Dr. Jan PLESNIK, The Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech 

Republic, Kalisnicka 4-6, 130 23   Prague 10. 

Tel: +420 283 069 296.   fax: +420222 580 012.   E-mail: jan_plesnik@nature.cz  

 

Mr Petr ROTH, Ph.D., Director, Biodiversity Protection Department, Ministry of Environment, 

Vršovická 65, CZ-10010 PRAHA 10 

Tel: +420 267 122 038.   Fax: +420 267 310 328.   E-mail: petr_roth@env.cz or roth@env.cz (E) 

 

DENMARK / DANEMARK 

Mr Martin SCHNEEKLOTH, Ministry of Environment, The Danish Forest and Nature Agency, 

Nature Division, Haraldsgade 53, DK - 2100 Kbh. Ø, DENMARK. 

Tel: + 45 39 47 29 03.   Fax: + 45 39 27 98 99.   E-mail: masch@sns.dk  

 

ESTONIA / ESTONIE 
Mrs Lilika KÄIS, Nature Conservation Department, Ministry of Environment, Narva Road 7a, 

15172 TALLINN. 

Tel +372 62 62 881.   Fax  +372 62 62 901.   E-mail: Lilika.Kais@envir.ee  

 

Mrs Liina VAHER, Nature Conservation Department, Ministry of Environment, Narva Road 7a, 

15172 TALLINN. 

Tel +372 62 62 887.   Fax  +372 62 62 901.   E-mail: Liina.Vaher@envir.ee 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION / COMMISSION EUROPÉENNE 
Mrs Marie-Claude BLIN, deputy head of the Unit for Nature and Biodiversity, DG ENV.B2, Nature & 

Biodiversity, European Commission, 100, rue de la Loi, B-1040 BRUSSELS / Belgium [Bureau : 

Avenue Beaulieu 9 03/184] 

Tel.:  +32 2 295 0270.   Fax: +32 2 296 8824.   E-mail: Marie-Claude.blin@cec.eu.int (E/F) 

 

Mrs Olga KOPICZKO, Administrator of the Unit for Environmental Agreements and Trade DG ENV, 

E2 Environmental Agreements and Trade, avenue de Beaulieu 9,  B-1160 BRUSSELS / Belgium  

Tel.+32 2 296 99 93 .   E-mail: Olga.KOPICZKO@ec.europa.eu 

 

Ms Ilona JEPSEN, Administrator of the Unit for Nature and Biodiversity, European Commission, 

Environment Directorate General B2, B2 Nature and Biodiversity, Avenue de Beaulieu 5, B-1160 

BRUXELLES / Belgium.   

Tel : +32 2 296 91 49.   Fax: +32 2 299 08 95.   E-mail :  Ilona.JEPSENA@ec.europa.eu  

 

FINLAND / FINLANDE 
Mr. Heikki KORPELAINEN; Senior Adviser; Ministry of Environment; PO BOX 35; 00023 

GOVERNMENT; FINLAND 

Tel: +358 50 3740247… Email: heikki.korpelainen@ymparisto.fi  

 

Ms. Tuuli LOVEN, Senior Adviser, Ministry of Environment, PO BOX 35, 00023 GOVERNMENT, 

FINLAND 

Tel: +358 400 143927.   Email: tuuli.loven@ymparisto.fi  

 

Mr. Sami NIEMI, Senior Adviser,Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, PO BOX 30, 00023 

GOVERNMENT, FINLAND 

Tel: +358 9 1605 3374… Email: sami.niemi@mmm.fi 
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Mrs Stella FROM, Senior Expert, Finnish Environment Institute, P.Box 140, 00251 HELSINKI 

Tel : +358-20-490 2777.   Fax +358-20-4902791.   E-mail : stella.from@environment.fi  

 

FRANCE / FRANCE 
Mrs Véronique HERRENSCHMIDT (Chair), Responsable de la mission internationale, Direction de 

la nature et des paysages, Ministère de l’écologie et du développement durable, 20, avenue de Ségur, 

F-75007 PARIS 07 SP 

Tel : +33 142 19 19 48.  . Fax : +33 142 19 19 06.  

E-mail : veronique.herrenschmidt@ecologie.gouv.fr 

 

Mr Patrice BLANCHET, Sous-Directeur de la Faune et de la Flore sauvages, Direction de la nature et 

des paysages, Ministère de l’écologie et du développement durable,, 20, avenue de Ségur, F-75302 

PARIS 07 SP 

Tel : +33 142 19 19 18 Fax : +33 142 19 19 30. E-mail : patrice.blanchet@ecologie.gouv.fr 

 

Mr Patrick HAFFNER, Expert Scientifique, Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle, Unité Inventaire et 

suivi de la biodiversité, 57 rue Cuvier, 75231 PARIS Cedex 05. 

Tel : +33 140 79 31 62 Fax : +33 1 40 79 35 53     E-mail : haffner@mnhn.fr 

 

Mr. Michel PERRET, Chef de bureau de la faune et de la flore sauvages, Ministère de l’écologie et du 

développement durable, 20 avenue de Ségur, 75007 Paris, France 

tel: +33 142 19 18 69. Fax: +33 142 19 19 79. E-mail: michel.perret@ecologie.gouv.fr 

 

Mr Vincent BENTATA, Chargé de mission amphibiens et reptiles, Bureau de la faune et de la flore 

sauvages, Direction de la nature et des paysages, Ministère de l’écologie et du développement durable, 

20 avenue de Ségur, 75302 PARIS SP. 

Tel : +33 1 42 19 18 66   Fax : +33 1 42 19 19 79   E-mail : vincent.bentata@ecologie.gouv.fr(F) 

 

GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE 
Mrs Christiane PAULUS, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 

Safety, AG NI 4P, Robert-Schuman-Platz 3, D-53175 BONN 

Tel: +49 1888 305 26 30.   Fax: +49 1888 305 26 84.   E-mail: Christiane.Paulus@bmu.bund.de  

 

Mr Oliver SCHALL, Head of Delegation, Bundesumweltministerium, Nature Conservation and 

Nuclear Safety, Robert-Schuman-Platz 3, D-53175 BONN 

Tel: +49 1888 305 2632.   Fax: +49 1888 305 2684.   E-mail: Oliver.Schall@bmu.bund.de  

 

Mrs Edelgard VON HOUWALD, Member of Delegation, Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection, 

Food and Agriculture, Referat 225, Rochusstrasse 1, Postfach 14 02 70,  53123 BONN 

Tel: +49 1888 529 3616.  Fax: +49 1888 529 3425.   

E-mail: Edelgard.von-Houwald@bmvel.bund.de  

 

Mr Joachim SCHMITZ, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 

Safety, AG NI 4P Robert-Schuman-Platz 3, D-53175 BONN 

Tel: +49 1888 305 26 34.   Fax: +49 1888 305 26 84.   E-mail: Joachim.schmitz@bmu.bund.de  

 

Mr Detlef SZYMANSKI, Bundesratsbeauftragter, c/o Hessisches Ministerium für Umwelt, Ländliches 

Raum und Verbraucherschutz, Mainzer Str. 80, 65189 WIESBADEN 

Tel: +49 611 815 16 54.   Fax: +49 611 817 2185.   E-mail: detlef.szymanski@hmulv.hessen.de  

 

Mr. Dr. Frank TOTTEWITZ, Bundesforschungsanstalt für Forst- und Holzwirtschaft, Institut für 

Waldökologie und Waldinventuren, Fachbereich Wildtierökologie, Alfred-Möller-Str. 1, D-16225 

EBERSWALDE . 

Tel: +49 3334 - 65 314.   Fax: +49 3334 - 65 354.   E-mail: ftottewitz@bfh-inst7.fh-eberswalde.de  
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HUNGARY / HONGRIE 

Mr Zoltan CZIRAK, Counsellor, Ministry of Environment and Water, Division of international 

Treaties on Nature Conservation, Fö u. 44-501, H-1011 BUDAPEST 

Tel: +36 1 395 6857.   Fax: +36 1 275 4505.   E-mail: czirak@mail.kvvm.hu 

 

ICELAND / ISLANDE 
Dr Jòn Gunnar OTTÒSSON, Director General, Icelandic Institute of Natural History, Hlemmur 3, 

125 REYKJAVIK 

Tel: +354 590 0500.   Fax: +354 590 0595.   E-mail: jgo@ni.is 

 

ITALY / ITALIE 
Mr Felice CAPPELLUTI, Technical Officer, Dirigente Division Flora-Fauna, Direzione Protezione 

Natura, Ministero dell’Ambiente et della Tutela del territorio e del Mare, Via Capitan Bavastro 174, 

I-00154 ROMA. 

Tel. +39 06 5722 8403.   Fax  +39 06 5722 8468.   E-mail : cappelluti.felice@minambiente.it 

 

Ms Chiara BRASCHI, Adviser, Direzione Protezione Natura, Ministero dell’Ambiente et della Tutela 

del territorio e del Mare, Via Capitan Bavastro 174, I-00154 ROMA. 

Tel : +39 06 5722 8404.   Fax : +39 06 5722 8468.   E-mail: braschi.chiara@minambiente.it 

 

LATVIA / LETTONIE 

Mr Vilnis BERNARDS, Head of Species and Habitats Conservation Division, Ministry of 

Environment, Peldu Str. 25, LV-1494 RIGA 

Tel:  +371 7026524 Fax:  +371 7820442 e-mail:  vilnis.bernards@vidm.gov.lv 

 

LIECHTENSTEIN / LIECHTENSTEIN 
Mr Michael FASEL, Head of Department, Amt für Wald, Natur und Landschaft (Office pour la forêt, 

la nature et le paysage), Dr. Grass-Strasse 10, FL-9490 VADUZ. 

Tel / Fax: +423 236 6405.   E-mail: michael.fasel@awnl.llv.li 

 

MOLDOVA / MOLDOVA 
Mrs. Ala ROTARU, Specialist, Division of Natural Resources and Biodiversity, Ministry of Ecology 

and Natural Resources of the Republic Moldova, 9, Cosmonautilor str. MD-2005 CHISINAU. 

Tel: +37322 204535.   Fax: +37322 226858.   E-mail : rotaru@mediu.moldova.md   

 

MONACO / MONACO 
Mr Patrick VAN KLAVEREN, Délégué à l’Environnement International et Méditerranéen, Ministère 

d’Etat, Place de la Visitation, MC-98000 MONACO. 

Tel : +377 93 15 81 48.   Fax : +377 93 50 95 91.   E-mail : pvanklaveren@gouv.mc  

 

THE NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS 

Mr Peter BOS, Senior Executive Officer for International Nature Affairs, Ministry of Agriculture, 

Nature and Food Quality, Directorate for Nature, P.O.Box 20401, 2500 EK THE HAGUE. 

Tel : +31703785529.   Fax :  +31703786146.   E-mail : p.w.bos@minlnv.nl   

 

NORWAY / NORVÈGE 

Mrs Gunn M. PAULSEN, Head of International Division, Direktoratet for naturforvaltning, 

Directorate for Nature Management , Tungasletta 2, N-7485 TRONDHEIM 

Tel: +47 72580500/73580831  Fax: +47 73580501   E-mail: gunn.paulsen@dirnat.no  

 

Mrs Solveig PAULSEN, Senior Advisor, Ministry of the Environment, Post-box 8013 Dep., 0030 

OSLO. 

Tel: +47 22245854    E-mail: solveig.paulsen@md.dep.no 

 

mailto:czirak@mail.kvvm.hu
mailto:jgo@ni.is
mailto:cappelluti.felice@minambiente.it
mailto:braschi.chiara@minambiente.it
mailto:vilnis.bernards@vidm.gov.lv
mailto:michael.fasel@awnl.llv.li
mailto:rotaru@mediu.moldova.md
mailto:pvk@mcn.mc
mailto:p.w.bos@minlnv.nl
mailto:gunn.paulsen@dirnat.no
mailto:solveig.paulsen@md.dep.no


 - 25 - T-PVS (2006) 24 

 

 

Mr Øystein STØRKERSEN, Seniorrådgiver/Senior Advisor, Direktoratet for naturforvaltning, 

Directorate for Nature Management , N-7485 TRONDHEIM 

Tel. +47-7358 0500.   Fax: +47-7358 0501 or 7358 0505.   E-mail: oystein.storkersen@dirnat.no   

 

POLAND / POLOGNE 
Mrs Katarzyna WIKTOROWICZ - Director of Investment Preparation Department, General 

Directorate for National Roads and Motorways, of Infrastructure, ul. Želazna 59, 00-848 

WARSZAWA. 

Tel: +48 2237587-10.   Fax:: +48 223758746.   E-mail: kwiktorowicz@gddkia.gov.pl 

 

Mr Adam JAWIŃSKI - Specialist from Department of Forestry, Nature and Landscape Conservation; 

Ministry of the Environment, Ul. Wawelska 52/54, 00-922 WARSAW / Poland 

Tel: +48 22 57 92 734.   Fax: +48 22 57 92 555.   E-mail: adam.jawinski@mos.gov.pl  

 

PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL 
Mrs Ana Isabel QUEIROZ, Biologist, Instituto da Conservação da Natureza, Rua de Santa Marta, 

55-3º, 1150-294 LISBOA. 

Tel :: +351 213507900.   Fax: + 351 213507984.   E-mail: aiqueiroz@icn.pt 

 

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE 
Mrs. Alina FRIM, Ministry of Environment and Water Management, Directorate for Nature 

Conservation, Biodiversity, Biosafety, Blvd. Libertatii 12, Sector 5, BUCHAREST 040129 

Tel. +4021 316 05 31.   Fax  +4021 316 02 82.   E-mail: alina.frim@mappm.ro 

 

Mrs Veronica ANGHEL, Attaché diplomatique, Direction générale des Affaires juridiques, Ministère 

des Affaires étrangères, Modrogan Rue, n° 14, Secteur 1 BUCHAREST. 

Tel : +4021 319 21 99.   Fax : +4021 319 23 54.   E-mail : veronica.anghel@mae.ro  

 

Mr Ciprian POPA, Deputy Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 14 Modrogan Alley, District 1 

BUCHAREST. 

Tel: +4021 319 21 99.   Fax: +4021 319 23 54.   E-mail : ciprian.popa@mae.ro  

 

Mr Costin-Horia ROGOVEANU, Legal Counselor or the Permanent Representation of Romania to the 

Council Europe, 64 allée de la Robertsau, F-67000 STRASBOURG 

Tel: +33 388 37 01 60.   Fax: +33 388 37 16 70.   E-mail : rprocoe@fr.oleane.com  

 

SENEGAL / SÉNÉGAL 
Mr Moustapha MBAYE, Conservateur du PNDS, Direction des Parcs nationaux, Parc zoologique et 

forestier de Hann, BP 5135, Dakar – Fann 

Tel: +221 641 9215.   Fax: +221 832 23 11.   E-mail: dpn@sentoo.sn ou fouleye.camara@yahoo.fr ou  

aichayacine@hotmail.com  

 

SLOVAKIA / SLOVAQUIE 

Mrs Jana ZACHAROVA, Department of Nature and Landscape Protection, Ministry of the 

Environment of the Slovak Republic, Namestie L Stura 1, 812 35 Bratislava 2, Slovakia 

Tel : +421 2 5956 2211.   Fax : +421 2 5956 2477.   E-mail : zacharova.jana@enviro.gov.sk 

 

SLOVENIA / SLOVÉNIE 

Mr Peter SKOBERNE, Under Secretary, Ministrstvo za okolje in Prostor, Dunajska 48, 51-1000 

LJUBLJANA 

Tel : +386 1 3054562.   Fax : +386 1 3094593.   E-mail : peter.skoberne@gov.si 
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SWEDEN / SUÈDE 
Dr. Klas ALLANDER, Principal Administrative Officer, Wildlife Management Section, Natural 

Rersources Department, Swedish Environmental Protection Agency, Blekholmsterrassen 36, SE-106 

48 STOCKHOLM  

Tel : +46 8 698 85 39.   Fax: +46 8 698 14 02 .   E-mail: klas.allander@naturvardsverket.se .    

site : www.naturvardsverket.se 

 

Mr Peter ÖRN, Principal Administrative Officer, Landscape scetion, Natural Rersources Department, 

Swedish Environmental Protection Agency, Blekholmsterrassen 36, SE-106 48 STOCKHOLM. 

Tel: +46 8 698 15 26.   Fax: +46 8 698 14 02.   E-mail: peter.orn@naturvardsverket.se 

 

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE 
Mr Olivier BIBER, Section Protection des espèces et des biotopes, Office fédéral de l’environnement, 

des forêts et du paysage (DETEC), Worbentalstrasse 68, CH-3003 BERN 

Tel : +41 31 323 06 63.   Fax : +41 31 323 89 74.   E-mail : olivier.biber@bafu.admin.ch  

 

Mr Reinhard SCHNIDRIG, Section Chasse et Faune sauvage, Division Gestion des espèces, Office 

fédéral de l’environnement, des forêts et du paysage (DETEC), Worbentalstrasse 68, CH-3003 BERN 

Tel : +41 31 323 03 07.   Fax : +41 31 324 75 79.   E-mail : reinhard.schnidrig@bafu.admin.ch  

 

« THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA » / L’”EX-RÉPUBLIQUE 

YOUGOSLAVE DE MACÉDOINE” 
Mr Aleksandar NASTOV, M.Sc., National f.p. for Bern Convention, Head of Department of 

Biodiversity, Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning, Drezdenska 52,  1000- SKOPJE  

Tel.: +389 2 30 66 930 ext.122.   Fax: +389 2 30 66 931.   E-mail: a.nastov@moepp.gov.mk  or 

anastov@gmail.com  

 

UKRAINE / UKRAINE 

Ms Marina BAKSHEIEVA,Ministry for Foreign Affairs,  1 Mykhaylivska Sqr, 01018 KYIV 

Tel:: +38 044 2381625.   Fax: +38 044 2381883.   E-mail: marishanb@yahoo.com 

 

UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI 
Dr Stephen David GIBSON, International Advisor, Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Monkstone 

House, City Road, PETERBOROUGH PE1 1JY. 

Tel: +44 1733 866815   Fax: +44 1733 555948  E-mail: steve.gibson@jncc.gov.uk (E) 

 

Mr Eric BLENCOWE, Head of Zoos and International Species Policy, Department for Environment, 

Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), Kite Zone 1/10, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, 

BRISTOL BS1 6EB. 

Tel: +44 117 3728295   Fax: +44 117 3728373   E-mail: eric.blencowe@defra.gsi.gov.uk (E) 

 

Mr Steven GRADY, Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Monkstone House, City Road, GB 

PETERBOROUGH PE1 1JY. 

Tel: +44 1733 866818   Fax: +44 1733 555948   E-mail: steven.grady@jncc.gov.uk  (E) 

 

II. MEMBER STATES NON CONTRACTING PARTIES / ETATS MEMBRES NON 

PARTIES CONTRACTANTES B 

 
ARMENIA / ARMÉNIE 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE-HERZÉGOVINE 

GEORGIA / GÉORGIE 

MONTENEGRO / MONTENEGRO 

RUSSIA / RUSSIE  

SAN MARINO / SAINT-MARIN 

SERBIA / SERBIE  
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III. OTHER STATES / AUTRES ÉTATS 

 

HOLY SEE / SAINT SIÈGE 

Mr Jean-Pierre RIBAUT, 27 rue Rabié, F-33250 PAUILLAC, France. 

Tel : +33 5 56 59 13 64.   Fax : +33 5 56 59 68 80.   E-mail: jeanpierreribau@wanadoo.fr (F) 

 

IV. INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS AND SECRETARIATS OF 

CONVENTIONS / ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES ET SECRÉTARIATS 

DE CONVENTIONS 

 

European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organisation (EPPO) / Organisation européenne et 

méditerranéenne de Protection des Plantes(OEPP) 

 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) / Organisation de coopération 

et de développement économiques (OCDE) 

 

Secretariat of the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Waterbird (UNEP/AEWA) 

/ Secrétariat de l’Accord sur la conservation des oiseaux d’eau migrateurs d’Afrique-Eurasie 

(UNEP/AEWA) 

Mr. Sergey DERELIEV, Technical Officer, UNEP/AEWA Secretariat, Hermann-Ehlers Str. 10, 

D-53113 BONN, Germany 

tel: +49-228-815-2415.   fax: +49-228-815-2450.   e-mail: sdereliev@unep.de  (E) 

 

Secretariat of the Convention on wetlands of international importance especially as waterfowl 

habitat (Ramsar) / Secrétariat de la Convention relative aux zones humides d’importance 

internationale particulièrement comme habitats des oiseaux d’eau (Ramsar) 

 

Secretariat of the Convention on the conservation of migratory species of wild animals 

(UNEP/CMS) / Secrétariat de la Convention sur la conservation des espèces migratrices 

appartenant à la faune sauvage (Bonn) (PNUE/CMS) 
Mr Andreas STREIT, Executive Secretary, UNEP/EUROBATS, United Nations Campus, Hermann-

Ehlers-Str. 10 , 53113 BONN, Germany 

Tel. +49 228 815 2420.   Fax +49 228 815 2445.   E-mail: astreit@eurobats.org  

web:   www.eurobats.org 

 

Secretariat of the Agreement on the Conservation of Bats in Europe (EUROBATS) / Secrétariat 

de l’Accord sur la conservation des chauves-souris en Europe (EUROBATS)  

Mr Andreas STREIT, Executive Secretary, UNEP/EUROBATS, Nations Campus, Hermann-Ehlers-

Str. 10 , 53113 BONN, Germany 

Tel. +49 228 815 2420.   Fax +49 228 815 2445.   E-mail: astreit@eurobats.org.  

web:   www.eurobats.org 

 

Secretariat of the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean 

Sea and contiguous Atlantic area (ACCOBAMS) / Secrétariat de l’Accord sur la Conservation 

des Cétacés de la mer Noire, la Méditerranée et la zone Atlantique adjacente (ACCOBAMS) 

 

Secretariat of the Agreement on the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Seas 

(ASCOBANS) 

 

mailto:jeanpierreribau@wanadoo.fr
mailto:sdereliev@unep.de
mailto:astreit@eurobats.org
http://www.eurobats.org/
mailto:astreit@eurobats.org
http://www.eurobats.org/
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Secretariat of the Protocol concerning Mediterranean specially protected areas / Secrétariat du 

Protocole relatif aux aires spécialement protégées de la Méditerranée (Geneva / Genève) 

United Nations Environment Programme – Mediterranean Action Plan 

Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected Areas (RAC/SPA) – Tunis / Centre d’activités 

régionales pour les aires spécialement protégées (CAR/ASP) 
Mr Abderrahmen GANNOUN, Directeur du CAR/ASP, Boulevard du leader Yasser Arafat, BP 337, 

1080 TUNIS, Tunisia 

Tel : +216 71 206 649 / 71 206485.   Fax : +216 71 206 490.  

E-mail : gannoun.abderrahmen@rac-spa.org (F) 

 

V. OTHER ORGANISATIONS / AUTRES ORGANISATIONS 
 

Alsace Nature  
 

Association européenne de défense du pastoralisme face aux prédateurs 

 

BirdLife International - Royal Society for Protection of Birds (RSPB) / BirdLife International  - 

Société royale pour la protection des Oiseaux (RSPB) 
Ms Nicola J CROCKFORD, European Wildlife Treaties Adviser, The RSPB - BirdLife in the UK, UK 

Headquarters, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL, UK 

Tel: +44 (0)1767 680551 or +44 (0)1767 683355 extension 2072 .   Fax: +44 (0)1767 683211 (or +44 

(0)1767 692365).   E-mail: nicola.crockford@rspb.org.uk.   Site: www.rspb.org.uk  

 

Mrs Irina MATEEVA, Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds (BSPB) / BirdLife Bulgaria, 

Musagenitsa Complex, Bl 104 Ent A An 13-14, P.O.Box 50,  Sofia, Bulgaria 

Tel: +359 2 971 58 55.   Fax: +359 2 971 58 56.   E-mail: Irina.kostadinova@bspb.org    

Site : www.bspb.org 

 

European Public Law Centre 

Mr Eleftherios LEVANTIS, Attorney at law, Senior Research Fellow , at the European Public Law 

Centre, Achaiou str. 16, ATHENS, Greece 

Tel: +3 210 7258 801.   Fax: +3 210 7258 040.   E-mail: elan@otenet.gr.   http://www.eurpic.org (E) 

[Apologised for absence / Excusé] 

 

Eurogroup for Animal Welfare 

 

Federation of Associations for hunting and conservation of the EU (FACE) 
Dr Yves LECOCQ, Secretary General FACE, Rue F. Pelletier 82, B-1030 BRUXELLES, Belgique. 

Tel : +32 2 732 69 00.   Fax : +32 2 732 70 72.   E-mail : ylecocq@face-europe.org (F) 

 

Mr Manuel ESPARRAGO, Legal Affairs Officer, FACE, Rue F. Pelletier 82, B-1030 BRUXELLES, 

Belgique. 

Tel : +32 2 732 69 00.   Fax : +32 2 732 70 72.   E-mail : publicaffairs@face-europe.org (E) 

 

France Nature Environnement 

Mme Stéphanie MORELLE, chargée de mission Nature de France Nature Environnement, Réseau 

Nature de France Nature Environnement, 8, rue Adèle Riton - 67000 Strasbourg , France. 

Tel : +33 3 88 32 91 14.   Fax : +33 3 88 22 31 74.   E-mail : nature@fne.asso.fr  

 

M. Christian HOSY, chargé de mission Nature de France Nature Environnement, Réseau Nature de 

France Nature Environnement, 8, rue Adèle Riton - 67000 Strasbourg , France. 

Tel : +33 3 88 32 91 14.   Fax : +33 3 88 22 31 74.   E-mail : nature@fne.asso.fr  

 

G.E.I. Grupo Especies Invasoras 
 

mailto:gannoun.abderrahmen@rac-spa.org
mailto:nicola.crockford@rspb.org.uk
http://www.rspb.org.uk/
mailto:Irina.kostadinova@bspb.org
http://www.bspb.org/
mailto:elan@otenet.gr
http://www.eurpic.org/
mailto:ylecocq@face-europe.org
mailto:publicaffairs@face-europe.org
mailto:nature@fne.asso.fr
mailto:nature@fne.asso.fr
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Il Nibbio – Antonio Bana’s Foundation for research on ornithological migration and 

environmental protection / Il Nibbio – Fondation Antonio Bana pour la recherche des 

migrations ornithologiques et la protection de l’environnement 

 

International Association for Falconry & Conservation of Birds of Prey / Association 

internationale de la fauconnerie et de la conservation des oiseaux de proie 
Mr Christian de COUNE, Expert, Le Cochetay, Thier des Forges, 85, B-4140 GOMZE 

ANDOUMONT, Belgium. 

Tel : +32 476 46 1424.   Fax: +32 4368 40 15.   E-mail: christian.decoune@belgacom.net (F/E) 

 

International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation (CIC) 

Dr Christophe SCHÜLE, Aweiler Steige 9, D-72660 BEUREN, Germany 

Tel : +49 172 841 44 48       Fax : +49 702 584 05 07        e-mail : christoph.schuele@gmx.de 

 

Journées européennes du Cortinaire - European Council for Conservation of Fungi (ECCF) 

Mr Jean-Paul KOUNE, Expert, 27 rue du Commandant François, F-67100 STRASBOURG. 

Tel : +33 3 88 39 67 76.   E-mail : jp.koune@wanadoo.fr (F) 

 

Large Herbivore Foundation / Fondation en faveur des grands herbivores 
Mr Fred BAERSELMAN, Executive Director, Large Herbivore Foundation, PO Box 155, NL- 2250 AD 

VOORSCHOTEN / The Netherlands. 

Tel. +31 (0)71 56 12897.   Fax.+31 (0)71 56 15790.   E-mail: fred@largeherbivore.org.    

Site : www.largeherbivore.org (Apologised for absence / Excusé) 

 

Large Carnivore Initiative for Europe – WWF / Initiative en faveur des grands carnivores en 

Europe – WWF (LCIE-WWF) 

Dr. Ovidiu IONESCU, Forest Research and Management Planning Institute, Sos. Stefanesti 128, Sect. 

II, BUCHAREST 

Tel. +40 744 362458.   Fax : +40 268 330567   E-mail: io@icas.ro  

 

Mediterranean Association to Save the Sea Turtles (MEDASSET) / Association méditerranéenne 

pour sauaaver les tortues marines (MEDASSET) 

Mrs Lily VENIZELOS, President of MEDASSET, 1c Licavitou St., 10672 ATHENS, Greece. 

[c/o 24 Park Towers, 2 Brick St., LONDON W1J 7DD, United Kingdom.] 

Tel: +30 210 361 3572 and +2103640389.   Fax: +30 210 361 3572.   E-mail: medasset@medasset.gr  

http://www.euroturtle.org   http://www.medasset.org.  http://www.medasset.gr (E/F) 

 

Dr. Max KASPAREK, MEDASSET's Scientific Advisor, Moenchhofstr. 16, 

D-69120 HEIDELBERG, Germany 

Tel.: +49 6221 475069.   Fax: +49 6221471858.   E-mail: Kasparek@t-online.de  (E) 

 

Migratory Birds of the Western Palaearctic / Oiseaus Migrateurs du Paléarctique Occidental 

(OMPO) 
Mr Guy-Noël OLIVIER, Secrétaire Général, OMPO, 5, avenue des Chasseurs, F-75017 PARIS 

(France).  

Tél.: +33 144  01 05 10.   Fax.: +33 144  01 05 11.   E-mail : guy-noel.olivier@ompo.org  

 

National Society for Nature Protection (SNPN) (France) / Société nationale de protection de la 

nature (SNPN) (France) 
Mr Alain ZECCHINI, administrateur, Société nationale de protection de la nature, 9 rue Cels, F-75014 

PARIS, France 

Tel : +33 1 45 81 42 18. Fax : +33 145 81 42 18.   E-mail : a-zecchini@club-internet.fr (F) 

 

Pro Natura - Swiss League for Nature Protection / Pro Natura – Ligue suisse pour la protection de 

la nature 

 

mailto:christian.decoune@belgacom.net
mailto:christoph.schuele@gmx.de
mailto:jp.koune@wanadoo.fr
mailto:fred@largeherbivore.org
http://www.largeherbivore.org/
mailto:io@icas.ro
mailto:medasset@hol.gr
http://www.medasset.gr/
mailto:Kasparek@t-online.de
mailto:guy-noel.olivier@ompo.org
mailto:a-zecchini@club-internet.fr
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Sauvegarde Faune Sauvage (France-Alsace et Est de la France) 

Mr Jean-Paul BURGET, Président, Sauvegarde Faune Sauvage, 23, rue du Limousin, 

F-68270 WITTENHEIM / France. 

Tel : +33 389 57 92 22.   Fax : +33 389 57 92 22.   E-mail: sauvegarde-faune-sauvage@voila.fr (F) 

 

Mrs Julie LEDIT, Chargée de mission, Sauvegarde Faune Sauvage, 23, rue du Limousin, 

F-68270 WITTENHEIM / France. 

Tel : +33 389 57 92 22 / +33 607 41 11 32.   Fax : +33 389 57 92 22.   E-mail: ledit.julie@voila.fr 

 

Mrs Joëlle NINOFF, Sauvegarde Faune Sauvage, 23, rue du Limousin, F-68270 WITTENHEIM / 

France. 

Tel : +33 389 …   Fax : +33 389 …   E-mail : … 

 

Societas Europaea Herpetologica (SEH) 

 

Société française pour le droit à l’environnement (SFDE) 

 

SOPTOM, Village des tortues 

Mr Alain ZECCHINI, administrateur, SOPTOM, BP213, F-68000 GONFARON, France 

Tel : +33 1 45 81 42 18. Fax : +33 145 81 42 18.   E-mail : a-zecchini@club-internet.fr (F) 

 

Study, Research and Conservation Centre for the Environment in Alsace / Centre d’Etudes, de 

Recherches et de Protection de l’Environnement en Alsace (CERPEA) 

Mr Gérard BAUMGART, Président, 12, Rue de Touraine, 67100 STRASBOURG, France. 

Tel : +33 388 39 42 74.   Fax : +33 388 39 42 74.   E-mail : gerard.baumgard@free.fr (F) 

 

Dr Guy HILDWEIN, Expert de l’association, 1, Avenue d'Alsace, 67000 STRASBOURG, France. 

 

Terra Cypria (Cyprus Conservation Foundation) 

Mr Adrian AKERS-DOUGLAS, P.O. Box 50257, 3602 LIMASSOL 

Tel:  +357 25 369475  Fax:  +357 25 352657  e-mail:  info@terracypria.org 

 

Dr Artemis YIORDAMLI, P.O.Box 50257, 3602 LIMASSOL 

Tel : +357 25 358632  Fax :  +357 25 352657  

e-mail :  director@terracypria.org ccf@globalsofrmail.org 

 

The World Conservation Union / L’Union mondiale pour la nature (IUCN/UICN) 
 

World Wide Fund for Nature / Fonds mondial pour la nature (WWF France) 

Mr Gerald DICK, PhD, MAS, WWF Global Species Programme, Programme Development Manager, 

Europe/MiddleEast, c/o WWF Austria, Ottakringerstrasse 114-116, A-1160 WIEN, Austria. 

Tel. +43-1-48817-212.   Fax. +43-1-48817-277.   E-mail: gerald.dick@wwf.at 

 

Dr. Edith WENGER, WWF-Allemagne, Programme Eaux douces, Rebstöckerstr. 55 , D-60326 

FRANKFURT/MAIN, Germany. 

Tel : +49 6979144131.   Fax : +496979144231.   e-mail: wenger@wwf.de 

 

VI. CONSULTANTS / EXPERTS CONSULTANTS 

 

Mr Marc ROEKAERTS, Ringlaan 57, B-3530 HOUTHALEN, Belgium. 

Tel : +32 11 60 42 34.   Fax : +32 11 60 24 59.   E-mail : marc.roekaerts@eureko.be (E/F) 

 

Mrs Clare SHINE, Consultant in Environmental Policy and Law, 37 rue Erlanger, 75016 PARIS, 

France. 

Tel: +33 146 51 90 10.   E-mail: clare.shine@wanadoo.fr (E/F) 

mailto:sauvegarde-faune-sauvage@voila.fr
mailto:ledit.julie@voila.fr
mailto:a-zecchini@club-internet.fr
mailto:gerard.baumgard@free.fr
mailto:info@terracypria.org
mailto:director@terracypria.org
mailto:ccf@globalsofrmail.org
mailto:gerald.dick@wwf.at
mailto:wenger@wwf.de
mailto:eureko@pophost.eunet.be
mailto:clare.shine@wanadoo.fr
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Mr Hervé LETHIER, Le Belvédère, Chemin de l’Observatoire, CH-1264 SAINT-CERGUE, 

Switzerland. 

Tel: +41 (22) 360 12 34.   E-mail: herve.lethier@wanadoo.fr (F) 

 

Mr John HASLETT, Zoologisches Institut der Universität Salzburg, Hellbrunnerstrasse 34, 

A-5020 SALZBURG. 

Tel: +43 662 8044 5600.   Fax: +43 662 8044 5698.   E-mail: john.haslett@sbg.ac.at 

 

Professeur Michel PRIEUR, CRIDEAU, UMR 6062 CNRS/INRA, Faculté de Droit et de Sciences 

Economiques de Limoges, 32 rue Turgot, 87000 LIMOGES, France. 

Tel:  +33 5 55 34 97 24.   Fax: +33 5 55 34 97 23.   E-mail: prieur@unilim.f  

 [Apologised for absence / Excusé] 

 

Mr Anton H.P. STUMPEL, Alterra, Green World Research, Postbus 47, NL-6700 AA 

WAGENINGEN, The Netherlands 

Tel: +31 317 478763.   Fax: + 31 317 424988.   E-mail : anton.stumpel@wur.nl (E) 

 

VII. INTERPRETERS / INTERPRETES 

 
Mrs Ingrid CATTON-CONTY, 26, rue de l’Yvette, F-75016 PARIS, France. 

Tel: +33 1 45 44 22 52.   Fax: +33 1 40 50 04 22.   E-mail: ingrid.catton@wanadoo.fr  

 

Mrs Starr PIROT, Chemin des Mollards, CH-1261 St. GEORGE, Suisse. 

Tel : +41 22 368 20 67.   Fax: +41 (22) 368 20 73.   E-mail: spirot@dellmail.com 

 

Mr William VALK, 2, rue des Jardins, Duntzenheim, F-67270 HOCHFELDEN, France. 

Tel: +33 3 88 70 59 02.   Fax: +33 3 88 70 50 98.   E-mail: william.valk@wanadoo.fr 
 

Interprètes allemandes : 

Ms Angelika HAARKAMP, Federal Ministry for the Environment Nature Conservation and Nuclear 

Safety, ZG I 4, Robert Schuman Platz 3, 53175 BONN 

Te : +49 1888 305-2287.   Fax : +… .   E-mail : Angelika.Haarkamp@bmu.bund.de 

 

Ms Katharina SUNTRUP, Federal Ministry for the Environment Nature Conservation and Nuclear 

Safety, ZG I 4, Robert Schuman Platz 3, 53175 BONN 

Te : +49 1888 305-2284.   E-mail : Katharina.Suntrup@bmu.bund.de aaaaaaaaaaa 

 

VIII. COUNCIL OF EUROPE / CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 

 

Directorate of Culture and of Cultural and Natural Heritage / Direction de la Culture et 

du Patrimoine culturel et naturel, F-67075 STRASBOURG CEDEX, France 

Tel : +33 3 88 41 20 00.   Fax : +33 3 88 41 37 51 
 

Mr Robert PALMER, Director of Culture and Cultural and Natural Heritage / Directeur de la Culture 

et du Patrimoine culturel et naturel DGIV, 

Tel.  +33 3 88 41 22 50.   Fax  +33 3 88 41 27 55. E-mail : robert.palmer@coe.int  

 

Mr Eladio FERNÁNDEZ-GALIANO, Directorate of Culture and Cultural and Natural Heritage / 

Direction de la Culture et du Patrimoine culturel et naturel DGIV 

Tel : +33 3 88 41 22 59   Fax : +33 3 88 41 37 51   E-mail : eladio.fernandez-galiano@coe.int 

 

mailto:herve.lethier@wanadoo.fr
mailto:john.haslett@sbg.ac.at
mailto:prieur@unilim.f
mailto:anton.stumpel@wur.nl
mailto:ingrid.catton@wanadoo.fr
mailto:spirot@dellmail.com
mailto:william.valk@wanadoo.fr
mailto:Angelika.Haarkamp@bmu.bund.de
mailto:Katharina.Suntrup@bmu.bund.de
mailto:robert.palmer@coe.int
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Mr Gianluca SILVESTRINI, Head of the Natural Heritage Division / Chef de la Division du 

Patrimoine naturel 

Tel: +33 3 88 35 59.   Fax: +33 3 88 41 37 51.   E-mail : gianluca.silvestrini@coe.int  

 

Ms Carolina LASÉN-DÍAZ, Administrator of the Natural Heritage and Biological Diversity Division / 

Administrateur de la Division du Patrimoine naturel et de la Diversité biologique 

Tel : +33 390 21 56 79.   Fax : +33 388 41 37 51.   E-mail : carolina.lasen-diaz@coe.int  

 

Mrs Françoise BAUER,  Principal administrative assistant / Assistante administrative principale, Natural 

Heritage and Biological Diversity Division / Division du Patrimoine naturel et de la Diversité biologique 

Tel :  +33 3 88 41 22 61.   Fax : +33 3 88 41 37 51.   E-mail : francoise.bauer@coe.int 

 

Mrs Hélène BOUGUESSA, Principal administrative assistant / Assistante administrative principale, 

Natural Heritage and Biological Diversity Division / Division du Patrimoine naturel et de la Diversité 

biologique 

Tel :  +33 3 88 41 22 64.   Fax : +33 3 88 41 37 51.   E-mail : helene.bouguessa@coe.int 

 

Mrs Véronique de CUSSAC, Natural Heritage and Biological Diversity Division / Division du 

Patrimoine naturel et de la Diversité biologique 

Tel : +33 3 88 41 34 76   Fax : +33 3 88 41 37 51.   E-mail : veronique.decussac@coe.int 

mailto:gianluca.silvestrini@coe.int
mailto:carolina.lasen-diaz@coe.int
mailto:francoise.bauer@coe.int
mailto:helene.bouguessa@coe.int
mailto:veronique.decusac@coe.int
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Appendix 2 

AGENDA 
 

PART I – OPENING  

1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda 

2. Chairman's report and communications from the delegations and from the 

Secretariat  

PART II – MONITORING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF LEGAL ASPECTS 

3. Monitoring of the implementation of the legal aspects of the Convention 

3.1 Amendments : Switzerland proposal to downlist Canis lupus from Appendix II to Appendix  III 

3.2 Biennial reports 2003-2004 concerning exceptions made to Articles 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 and quadriennial 

reports 2001 2004 

3.3 Reporting obligations under the Habitats Directive and Bern Convention (HABIDES) 

 

* Items for information: 
– T-PVS/Inf (2006) 7 Implementation of the Bern Convention in Spain 

– T-PVS (2006) 7 and 16 Bureau Reports 

– T-PVS/Inf (2006) …, … Biennial Reports 

 

PART III – MONITORING OF SPECIES AND HABITATS 

 

4. Monitoring of Species and Habitats 

 
4.1 Implementation of the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species 

4.2 Group of Experts on Amphibians and Reptiles – Draft action plans for: 

- the Italian Agile Frog Rana latastei 

- the Crested Newt Triturus cristatus Species Complex 

- the Meadow Viper Vipera ursinii 

- the Aesculapian Snake Zamenis longissimus 

- the Sand Lizard Lacerta agilis 

4.3 Group of Experts on Invertebrates – Draft European Strategy 

4.4 Climate change and biological diversity – Draft recommendation 

4.5 Draft Action plan for the European sturgeon – Progress Report 

4.6 Habitats: setting up of ecological networks: Emerald Network progress 

4.7 European Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity – Progress Report  

4.8 - Saker Falco cherrug - draft action plan  

 - International single species actions plans (AEWA) : 

- Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota) 

- Northern Bald Ibis (Geronticus eremita) 

- Corncrake(Crex crex) 

- White-headed Duck (Oxyura leucocephala) 

- Ferruginous Duck (Aythya nyroca) 

- Wind energy and nature conservation 
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* Items for information: 
- T-PVS/Inf  (2006) 6 Windfarms and wildlife – Report of the ad hoc Working group on Wind Energy and  

Nature Conservation   

- T-PVS/ Inf (2006) 5 President’s Report of the 26th Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Biology and Conservation  

 

  

PART IV – MONITORING OF SPECIFIC SITES AND POPULATIONS 

 

5. Specific sites and populations 

 
5.1 Information from the Bureau 

- Habitats necessary for the survival of the common hamster (France) 

- The protection of the green toad (Bufo viridis) in Alsace (France) 

- Wind farm project in Volovja Reber (Slovenia) 

- Planned motorway across the Drava marshlands and hydroelectric power station in Lesce across 

the river Dobra (Croatia) 

 

5.2. Files opened 

- Akamas Peninsula (Cyprus) 

- Project to build a motorway through the Kresna Gorge (Bulgaria)  

- Building of a navigable waterway in the Bystroe Estuary (Danube delta, Ukraine) 

  

5.3 Possible Files 

- France: Conservation of the Hermann turtle in the plaine des Maures 

- Bulgaria: Windfarms in Balchik and Kaliakra – Via Pontica  

 

5.4 On-the-spot appraisals 

 

5.5  Follow-up of selected recommendations from previous meetings 

- Recommendation No. 95 (2002) on the conservation of marine turtles in Kazanli (Turkey) 

- Recommendation no. 108 (2003) on the proposed construction of the “Via Baltica” (Poland) 

- Recommendation No. 112 (2004) on hydro-electric dams in Kárahnjúkar and Nordlingaalda 

(Iceland) 

- Recommendation No. 113 (2004) on military antenna in the Sovereign Base Area (Akrotiri, 

Cyprus) 

 

* Items for information: 
 Catching, killing or trading of protected birds in Cyprus 

 

PART V – STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONVENTION  

 

6. Strategic development of the Convention 
 
6.1 Sustainable development at the Council of Europe – CODBP (2006) 7 “Sustainable development: A 

new approach to values, law and public policies in Europe” 

6.2 Amendment of the Rules of Procedure of the Standing Committee to enlarge its Bureau  

6.3 Draft Programme of Activities for 2007 

6.4 States to be invited as observers to the 27th  meeting 
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* Items for information: 

 CO-DBP (2006) 7 –  Sustainable development: A new approach to values, law and public policies in Europe. 

 

 PART VI- OTHER ITEMS 

 

7. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

 

9. Date and place of the 27th  meeting, adoption of the report 

 

10. Other business (items for information only) 
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Appendix 3 

 

 

 

Convention on the Conservation 

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats 

 

Standing Committee 

Recommendation No. 119 (2006), adopted on 30 November 2006, on the conservation of 

certain endangered species of amphibians and reptiles in Europe 

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural 

Habitats, acting under Article 14 of the convention;  

Having regard to the aims of the convention, which are to conserve wild flora and fauna and their 

natural habitats;  

Recalling that the convention gives particular emphasis to the conservation of endangered and 

vulnerable species;  

Recalling that Article 3 of the convention requires Parties to take the necessary steps to promote 

national policies for the conservation of wild flora, wild fauna and natural habitats, with particular 

attention to endangered and vulnerable species, especially endemic ones, and endangered habitats;  

Recalling that Article 4.1 of the convention requires Parties to take appropriate and necessary 

legislative and administrative measures to ensure the conservation of the habitats of the wild flora and 

fauna species, especially those specified in Appendices I and II, and the conservation of endangered 

natural habitats;  

Having regard to Resolution (78) 22 of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on 

threatened amphibians and reptiles in Europe;  

Having regard to its Recommendation No. 13 (1988) concerning measures for the protection of critical 

biotopes of endangered amphibians and reptiles;  

Recognising that climate change affects biological diversity in the territory covered by the Convention, 

including amphibian and reptile species and their habitats; 

Recalling the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species - as climate change affects the abundance 

and spread of invasive alien species and the vulnerability of ecosystems to invasions; 

Recalling the 2003 Kyiv Resolution on Biodiversity, which includes the commitment to ‘halt the loss 

of biodiversity by 2010’, as adopted by Environment Ministers and Heads of delegation from 51 

countries in the Pan-European region;  

Recalling the 2005 Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and its finding that “unprecedented increased 

efforts” are needed to achieve the 2010 biodiversity target at national, regional and global levels; 

Desirous to halt the loss of amphibian and reptile species in Europe;  

Recalling the 2004 Strasbourg Declaration on the role of the Bern Convention in the preservation of 

biological diversity, and the need to reinforce the implementation and coherence of global and European 

biodiversity instruments such as the Convention on Biological Diversity and the European Community 

Habitats Directives; 

Recalling its Recommendation No. 26 (1991) on the conservation of some threatened reptiles in 

Europe;  
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Recalling its Recommendation No. 27 (1991) on the conservation of some threatened amphibian 

species in Europe 

Recalling its Guidelines No. 3 (1993) for recovery plans for species of amphibians and reptiles, which 

identifies the species targeted by this recommendation as needing recovery plans; 

Recalling its Recommendation No. 59 (1997) on the drafting and implementation of action plans of 

wild fauna species;  

Having regard to the action plans for the conservation of: (i) the Italian Agile Frog Rana latastei; the 

Crested Newt Triturus cristatus Species Complex (T. cristatus, T. carnifex, T. dobrogicus, T. 

karelinii);  the Meadow Viper Vipera ursinii; the Aesculapian Snake Zamenis longissimus; and the 

Sand Lizard Lacerta agilis [documents T-PVS/Inf (2006) 16; T-PVS/Inf (2006) 17; 

T-PVS/Inf (2006) 21; T-PVS/Inf (2006) 19; and T-PVS/Inf (2006) 18, respectively], 

RECOMMENDS that Contracting Parties: 

1. draw up and implement national action plans or other national measures, as appropriate, on these 

five species taking into account the European action plans mentioned above; 

2. co-operate, as appropriate, with other Contracting Parties and observer States in the conservation 

of these five amphibian and reptile species;  

3. keep the Standing Committee informed of the measures taken to implement this recommendation,  

and of the results for the species concerned, 

INVITES observer States to take note of this recommendation and implement it as appropriate. 
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Convention on the Conservation 

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats 

 

Standing Committee 

Recommendation No. 120 (2006), adopted on 30 November 2006, on the European 

Strategy for the Conservation of Invertebrates 

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural 

Habitats, acting under Article 14 of the convention;  

Having regard to the aims of the convention, which are to conserve wild flora and fauna and their 

natural habitats;  

Recalling that the convention gives particular emphasis to the conservation of endangered and 

vulnerable species;  

Noting that European ecosystems depend heavily upon a high diversity of invertebrate animals for 

their functioning and health, and that the maintenance of invertebrate biodiversity in Europe lags far 

behind the conservation of others groups of organisms;  

Recognising that climate change affects biological diversity in the territory covered by the Convention, 

including invertebrate species, their habitats, and interactions between invertebrates and plants; 

Recalling the 2003 Kyiv Resolution on Biodiversity, which includes the commitment to ‘halt the loss 

of biodiversity by 2010’, as adopted by Environment Ministers and Heads of delegation from 51 

countries in the Pan-European region;  

Desirous to halt the loss of invertebrate animal diversity in Europe;  

Recalling the 2005 Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and its finding that “unprecedented increased 

efforts” are needed to achieve the 2010 biodiversity target at national, regional and global levels; 

Recalling the 2004 Strasbourg Declaration on the role of the Bern Convention in the preservation of 

biological diversity, and the need to reinforce the implementation and coherence of global and European 

biodiversity instruments such as the Convention on Biological Diversity and the European Community 

Habitats Directives; 

Recalling the work of the Agreement on the Conservation of Populations of European Bats 

(EUROBATS), as well as that of other multilateral environmental agreements, in addressing the 

threats posed by pesticides to insectivorous mammals; 

Aware that the European Strategy for the Conservation of Invertebrates may be a useful tool to address 

the threat of extinction of invertebrate species in Europe;  

Having regard to Recommendation (86) 10 of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe 

concerning the Charter on invertebrates; 

Recalling its Recommendation No. 29 (1991) on the conservation of wetlands invertebrates;  

Recalling its Recommendation No. 36 (1992) on the conservation of underground habitats;  

Recalling its Recommendation No. 52 (1996) on habitat conservation for invertebrate species;  

Recalling its Recommendation No. 59 (1997) on the drafting and implementation of action plans for 

wild fauna species;  



 - 39 - T-PVS (2006) 24 

 

 

Recalling Recommendation No. 99 (2003) on the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species; 

Referring to the measures proposed in the “European Strategy for the Conservation of Invertebrates”, 

[document T-PVS/Inf (2006) 1 revised]; 

RECOMMENDS that Contracting Parties: 

1. draw up and implement national strategies on invertebrate species, or other relevant measures,  

as appropriate, taking into account the European Strategy for the Conservation of Invertebrate 

Animals mentioned above; 

2. co-operate, as appropriate, with other Contracting Parties and observer States in the 

conservation of invertebrate species; 

3. keep the Standing Committee informed of the measures taken to implement this 

recommendation, 

INVITES observer States to take note of this recommendation and implement it as appropriate. 
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Convention on the Conservation 

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats 

 

Standing Committee 

Recommendation No. 121 (2006), adopted on 30 November 2006, on the implementation 

of six new action plans for most threatened birds in the Convention’s area 

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural 

Habitats, acting under Article 14 of the convention;  

Having regard to the aims of the convention, which are to conserve wild flora and fauna and their 

natural habitats;  

Recalling that the convention gives particular emphasis to the conservation of endangered and 

vulnerable species;  

Recalling that Article 3 of the convention requires Parties to take the necessary steps to promote 

national policies for the conservation of wild flora, wild fauna and natural habitats, with particular 

attention to endangered and vulnerable species, especially endemic ones, and endangered habitats;  

Recalling that Article 4.1 of the convention requires Parties to take appropriate and necessary 

legislative and administrative measures to ensure the conservation of the habitats of the wild flora and 

fauna species, especially those specified in Appendices I and II, and the conservation of endangered 

natural habitats;  

Recalling the 2003 Kyiv Resolution on Biodiversity, which includes the commitment to ‘halt the loss 

of biodiversity by 2010’, as adopted by Environment Ministers and Heads of delegation from 51 

countries in the Pan-European region;  

Recalling the 2005 Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and its finding that “unprecedented increased 

efforts” are needed to achieve the 2010 biodiversity target at national, regional and global levels; 

Desirous to halt the loss of bird species in Europe;  

Recalling the 2004 Strasbourg Declaration on the role of the Bern Convention in the preservation of 

biological diversity, and the need to reinforce the implementation and coherence of global and European 

biodiversity instruments such as the Convention on Biological Diversity and the European Community 

Birds and Habitats Directives; 

Recalling its Recommendations No. 48 (1996) on the conservation of European globally threatened 

birds; No. 60 (1997) on the implementation of the actions plans for globally threatened birds in 

Europe; No. 61 (1997) on the conservation of the White-headed Duck (Oxyura leucocephala), No. 62 

(1997) on the conservation of regionally threatened birds in the Macaronesian and Mediterranean 

regions; No. 75 (1999) on the implementation of new action plans for globally threatened birds in 

Europe; No. 88 (2001) on the implementation of five new Action Plans for globally threatened birds in 

Europe; No. 92 (2002) on sixteen new Action Plans for most threatened birds in the Convention’s 

area; and No. 103 (2003) on five new Action Plans for most threatened birds in the Convention’s area. 

Aware that the design and implementation of recovery plans may be a useful tool to redress the 

situation of European globally threatened birds and recalling in this context its Recommendation 

No. 59 (1997) on the drafting and implementation of action plans of wild fauna species;  
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Referring to the Action Plans submitted by BirdLife International and the African-Eurasian Waterbird 

Agreement (AEWA), and presented in the following documents: T-PVS/Inf (2006)2 revised on the 

international action plan for the Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug); T-PVS/Inf (2006) 12 on the 

international single species action plan for the Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota); 

T-PVS/Inf (2006) 13 on the international single species action plan for the Northern Bald Ibis 

(Geronticus eremita); T-PVS/Inf (2006) 9 on the international single species action plan for the 

Corncrake (Crex crex); T-PVS/Inf (2006) 14 on the international single species action plan for the 

White-headed Duck (Oxyura leucocephala); and T-PVS/Inf (2006) 10 on the international single 

species action plan for the Ferruginous Duck (Aythya nyroca), 

RECOMMENDS that Contracting Parties and observer States to the Convention: 

1. draw up and implement national action plans or other relevant measures, as appropriate, on the 

species listed in the Appendix to this Recommendation, taking into account the international 

action plans mentioned above. 

 

Appendix 

 

Falco cherrug 

Branta bernicla hrota 

Geronticus eremita 

Crex crex 

Oxyura leucocephala 

Aythya nyroca 

. 
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Appendix 6 

 

 

 

Convention on the Conservation 

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats 

 

Standing Committee 

Recommendation No. 122 (2006), adopted on 30 November 2006, on the conservation of 

biological diversity in the context of climate change 

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural 
Habitats, acting under the terms of Article 14 of the Convention,  

Having regard to the aims of the Convention to conserve wild flora and fauna and its natural habitats; 

Recalling that Article 2 of the Convention requires Parties to take requisite measures to maintain the 

populations of wild flora and fauna at a level which corresponds in particular to ecological, scientific and 

cultural requirements, while taking account of economic requirements; 

Recalling that Article 4 of the Convention requires Parties to take appropriate measures to ensure the 

conservation of the habitats of wild flora and fauna species as well as of endangered natural habitats; and 

give particular attention to the protection of areas of importance for migratory species; 

Recalling the 2003 Kyiv Resolution on Biodiversity, which includes the commitment to ‘halt the loss of 

biological diversity at all levels by 2010’, as adopted by Environment Ministers and Heads of delegation 

from 51 countries in the Pan-European region; 

Recalling the 2004 Strasbourg Declaration on the role of the Bern Convention in the preservation of 

biological diversity; 

Recalling the 2005 Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and its finding that “unprecedented increased 

efforts” are needed to achieve the 2010 biodiversity target at national, regional and global levels; 

Recalling CBD COP Decision VIII/30 which encourages the development of rapid assessment tools for 

the design and implementation of biodiversity conservation and sustainable use activities which 

contribute to adaptation to climate change, particularly in vulnerable countries and regions; 

Recognising that climate change affects biological diversity in the territory covered by the Convention, 

including species, habitats and the Areas of Special Conservation Interest of the Emerald Network; 

Recognising further that biodiversity can play an important role in adapting to and mitigating the effects 

of climate change as well as mitigating greenhouse gas emissions; 

Recalling the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species - as climate change affects the abundance 

and spread of invasive alien species and the vulnerability of ecosystems to invasions; 

Recognising that the negative impacts of climate change on all forms of land- and water-use, including 

agriculture, forestry, freshwater resources, coastal systems and marine areas including fisheries and 

aquaculture, as well as on species and ecosystems, hinder the capacity of Parties to achieve sustainable 

development; 

Having regard to relevant Council of Europe’s legal and policy frameworks such as the Pan-European 

Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy, the European Landscape Convention, the European 

Conference of Ministers responsible for regional planning (CEMAT), and EUR-OPA Major Hazards 

Agreement; 
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Having regard to the EC communication on “Halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010 – and beyond. 

Sustaining ecosystem services for human well-being”, noting particularly its associated targets and 

actions related to supporting biodiversity adaptation to climate change; 

Recognising the need to adapt conservation work to the challenges of climate change so as to minimise 

its impact on the species and natural habitats protected under the Convention; 

Recognising the need to take account of the five-year programme of work on impacts, vulnerability and 

adaptation to climate change, adopted by Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) in 2005; 

Recognising the need to co-operate with the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Convention on 

Migratory Species and its related agreements, and the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, and the need to 

co-ordinate efforts  regarding CBD COP Decision VIII/30 on biodiversity and climate change; CMS 

Resolution 8.13 and AEWA Resolution 3.17 on climate change and migratory species; and Ramsar 

Resolution VIII.3 on climate change and wetlands; 

Welcoming the report “Conserving European Biodiversity in the Context of Climate Change” by 

Michael B. Usher [document CO-DBP (2005) 3 revised]; 

Recommends that Contracting Parties to the Convention: 

1. Set up a Group of Experts on Biodiversity and Climate Change, in accordance with the terms of 

reference annexed to this recommendation, to provide information and guidance to Parties on 

understanding climate change impacts and threats, and provide Parties with tools and support in 

developing appropriate adaptation measures in national policies regarding the species and habitats 

protected under the Bern Convention. 

2. Engage in this work and give it adequate priority and resources for its timely completion. 
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Annex  

Terms of Reference for a Group of Experts on Biodiversity and Climate Change 

  

1. Scope 

.1 to exchange information and review the effects of climate change on the biological diversity 

covered by the Bern Convention, including species and habitats, protected areas, and 

ecological networks; 

.2 to propose advice and guidance for use in developing appropriate adaptation and management 

policies and actions for the conservation of the biological diversity mentioned above, including 

key policies that impact on ecosystem goods and services; 

.3 to present to the Standing Committee specific proposals, guidance and/or recommendations 

covering 1.1 and 1.2 above, to help Parties address the challenges of climate change in the 

implementation of the Convention and its objectives. 

2.  Composition 

2.1 Engage the expertise of Contracting Parties to the Bern Convention, including members of 

other Groups of Experts established under the Bern Convention and under other Conventions, 

as appropriate, as well as relevant observers.  

2.2 The Group of Experts may call on additional expertise on an ad hoc basis. 

3. Methodology and timeframe 

3.1  The work of the Group of Experts will take account of the report “Conserving European 

Biodiversity in the Context of Climate Change” by Michael B. Usher [CO-DBP (2005) 3 

revised], as well as of existing relevant instruments and initiatives at the national, European 

and international level, including the following: 

3.1.1 at the international level 

 the 2005 Millennium Ecosystem Assessment; 

 the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Convention on Migratory Species and its related 

agreements, and the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands; 

 the Global Taxonomy Initiative; 

 the IPCC report “Climate Change 2001: Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability”;   

 the five-year programme of work on impacts, vulnerability and adaptation to climate change, 

adopted under the UNFCCC; 

 the Regional Seas Conventions. 

3.1.2 at the European level 

 the 2003 Kyiv Resolution on Biodiversity; 

 the 2004 Strasbourg Declaration on the role of the Bern Convention in the preservation of 

biological diversity;  

 relevant Council of Europe’s legal and policy frameworks such as the Pan-European Biological 

and Landscape Diversity Strategy, the European Landscape Convention, the European 

Conference of Ministers responsible for regional planning, and EUR-OPA Major Hazards 

Agreement; 

 the EU Climate Change Programme and its Working Group on Impacts and Adaptation; 

 the EC Communication on “Halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010 and beyond: Sustaining 

ecosystem services for human well-being”; 
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 the European Platform for Biodiversity Research Strategy (EPBRS). 

3.1.3 at the national level 

 protected area management and policy; 

 species conservation policy; 

 national policies on agriculture and forestry, including production of renewable energy from 

biomass; freshwater resources; coastal systems and marine areas; as well as land-use planning. 

3.2  The Group of Experts will endeavour to submit a set of finalised guidance/recommendations to 

the Standing Committee for decision by 2008 – with a progress report on its work by 2007. 
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Appendix 7 

Draft programme of activities and budget of the Bern Convention 

for the year 2007 

 

Outline of activities 

 

1. Monitoring of the legal application of the Convention 

Long-term aim 

To harmonise the legislation of Contracting Parties on biodiversity conservation and to ensure that 

Bern Convention obligations are converted to national legislation and applied. Monitor the 

implementation of Article 9 of the Convention. 

Medium-term aim 

To monitor case law on the Convention, to make proposals whenever the implementation of the 

Convention meets legal obstacles, to monitor appropriate application of obligations, to help new 

contracting Parties adapt their legislation to the Convention. 

Short-term aim 

To examine new nature conservation legislation of Contracting Parties. To elaborate reports on the 

implementation of the Convention in one or two states, to follow up the implementation of 

recommendations made to some states, to check biennial reports for possible abusive use of Article 9 

of the Convention to assist new Contracting Parties in adapting their legislation to the provisions of the 

Convention. 

Funding 

Council of Europe and voluntary contributions. 

Political interest 

The harmonisation of biodiversity-related legislation in Europe is a necessary step in the 

implementation of the Convention. For states from the Caucasus and some states of South East Europe 

which have joined the Convention in recent years, the adoption of Bern Convention obligations 

permits a “modernisation” of their nature conservation legislation in accordance with “European 

standards” in this field. 

2. Conservation of natural habitats 

Long-term aim 

Conservation of natural habitats and implementation of Article 4 of the Convention, as well as 

Resolutions (89) 1, (96) 3, (96) 4, (98) 5, (98) 6 and Recommendations (89) 14, (89) 15 and (89) 16 of 

the Standing Committee. 

Medium-term aim 

Setting up of the Emerald Network of Areas of Special Conservation Interest (ASCI)  for Europe. 

Short-term aim 

After having started 28 pilot projects from 1999 to 2006, efforts are to be focussed on inviting 

states to make progress in the building of the network, providing a complete description of sites in a 

more substantial number of areas, with a view to designating them as ASCI. In 2007-2008, efforts 

should focus on further pilot projects in the Russian Federation, Armenia and Tunisia, as well as on 

designating selected sites as ASCI, including an increased number of marine sites. 
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Funding 

Voluntary contributions. 

Methods 

Evaluation of pilot projects; technical meetings at national/regional level; groups of experts and/or 

consultants. 

As foreseen in Resolution (98) 5, this exercise is be carried out in co-operation with the European 

Union. The European Union is responsible for sites in EU member states and the Council of Europe 

for the building of this ecological network outside EU. The European Environment Agency is a 

common partner for both organisations in this exercise. 

Political interest 

For states candidates to the EU accession, the setting up of the Emerald Network is largely 

perceived as an “approximation” exercise, which permits to better adapt their systems of protected 

areas to EU requirements. For other states non member of the EU, the Emerald Network permits a 

homogeneous system of protected areas at the regional level. 

3. Monitoring species and encouraging conservation action 

Long-term aim 

To record the conservation status of the populations of species in the appendices of the 

Convention and detect problem populations, so as to reverse negative trends. To propose common 

management standards through action plans. Monitoring of the implementation of Articles 5, 6, 7 and 

8 of the Convention. Implementation of numerous Recommendations of the Standing Committee on 

species protection. 

Medium-term aim 

Drawing-up and follow-up of Action Plans for threatened species, establishment of strategies for 

the protection of some groups of species, elaboration of red lists, identification of threats to biological 

diversity in different ecosystems, prevention of effects of invasive alien species. 

Short-term aim 

Input into the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and its technical body SBSTTA. 

Implementation of the European Plant Conservation Strategy, monitoring of implementation by states 

Action Plans on birds and large carnivores, elaboration and implementation of Action Plans on 

threatened amphibians and reptiles, implementation of the European Strategy on Invasive Alien 

Species, implementation of the European Strategy on Conservation of Invertebrates. 

Funding 

Council of Europe/voluntary contributions/budgets of partner organisations. 

Methods 

 Working groups/workshops/studies. 

 This activity is to be largely implemented in co-operation with the European Environment Agency 

and through collaboration with special partners with particular knowledge in the groups of species 

concerned (Secretariats of agreements under the Bonn Convention, Barcelona Convention, IUCN, 

Large Carnivore Initiative for Europe, Large Herbivore Initiative, BirdLife, Societas Europea 

Herpetologica, Planta Europa, European Invertebrate Survey and others). 
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Political interest 

These set of activities permits to take a pro-active approach to species conservation and to 

implement Articles 5, 6 and 7 of the Convention, as well as to contribute to the implementation, at 

European level, to many of the obligations of the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity 

(Rio de Janeiro, 1992). Such work is also necessary for harmonisation at European level on data 

collection and to set a common European approach to species conservation. 

4. Conservation of biological diversity outside protected areas 

Long-term aim 

To preserve wild species and natural habitats in coastal marine ecosystems, in agricultural systems 

and valuable semi-natural agricultural habitats and forests. Implementation of 

Recommendation (91) 25 of the Standing Committee. Implement obligations of Article 2 and of 

relevant obligations of the Convention on Biological Diversity. Introduction of biological diversity 

considerations into sectoral policies is an important permanent activity as success in conservation of 

biological diversity relies in a great part in how it is integrated in other policies. 

Medium-term aim 

Identification of processes affecting loss of wild biological diversity, identification of species and 

habitat-types at risk by intensification or neglect. Setting-up of models to monitor change in wildlife 

outside protected areas. Preparation of meetings of the Convention on Biological Diversity and of its 

technical body. Collaboration with the Ministerial Conference for the Protection of Forests in Europe 

(MCPFE). Monitoring of effects on biodiversity of sectoral policies (energy, transport, agriculture, 

forestry, hunting, etc.). 

Short-term aim 

 Identification of main threats and proposal on a strategy to monitor wildlife outside protected 

areas or areas of high biological value. Study of effects on biodiversity of wind energy. Elaboration of 

a European Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity. 

Funding 

Council of Europe and voluntary contributions. 

Methods 

Consultant/Groups of experts. 

Political interest 

The over-exploitation of marine resources, the urbanisation and degradation of coastal areas and 

the rapid change of farming and forestry practices and livestock raising are having a serious effect on 

wildlife and natural habitats. The public is worried about the changes in landscapes and the loss of 

biological diversity. This is also one of the main priorities of the Convention on Biological Diversity.  

5. Monitoring of sites and populations at risk and emergencies 

Long-term aim 

Monitoring of the implementation of the obligations of the Convention by Parties by examination 

of cases and eventual opening of files.  

For emergencies: development of a task force of experts that may have the possibility to act 

rapidly in a situation of grave ecological damage as a result of a catastrophe, an accident or a conflict 

situation. 
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Medium-term aim 

Follow up of files already opened and examination of the positive effect the Convention has had in 

their resolution. 

For emergencies: identify experts relevant in different environment sectors in relation to the issues 

dealt with at the Bern Convention. 

Short-term aim 

 Evaluate the file system and suggest improvements, to cover cases in which a “brokerage” action 

is needed but are not necessarily connected to potential branch of the Convention. 

 For emergencies: contact potential experts and donors. 

Funding 

Council of Europe and voluntary contributions. 

Methods 

Reports/on the spot appraisals/groups of experts/training. 

Political interest 

The file case system is regarded by non-governmental organisations as the most effective 

instrument to monitor the implementation of the Convention. It is a very effective way to open a 

debate on problem areas and threatened populations of species and permits a certain “brokerage” 

action by the Standing Committee, which helps to solve many problems. Contracting Parties have 

shown great interest to reach solutions that can be acceptable to the Standing Committee, which 

reinforces the interest of the Convention for Parties.  

For emergencies: the establishment of a task force would permit the Convention to be rapidly 

present in areas that receive high attention by the media and governments alike, improving visibility of 

the Convention. 

6. Awareness and visibility 

Long-term aim 

Promote and disseminate general information on the need to conserve species of wild flora and 

fauna and their habitats (Article 3, paragraph 3). Keep the public informed about the activities 

undertaken within the framework of the Convention (Article 14, paragraph 1). 

Medium-term aim 

Make the Convention better known in Contracting Parties and decision makers more aware of the 

interest of European biological diversity. 

Short-term aim 

To guide present Council of Europe awareness instruments to take greater interest in the 

Convention. Maintenance of Web page. Continuation of traditional paperback technical publications. 

Preparation of outreach materials informing about the Convention, its importance and role. 

Funding 

 Council of Europe and voluntary contributions. 

Methods 

Publications/Website/oral presentations.  
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Political interest 

Visibility of the action of the Council of Europe has been set as one of the priorities for its 

Committee of Ministers, so a greater information on Bern Convention activities can only help re-

enforce the political support of concerned governments. 

* 

*   * 

 

Note: 

 This programme of activities is implemented with the help and in collaboration with a number of 

conventions, organisation and initiatives. Memoranda of co-operation have been concluded with the 

European Environment Agency and the Convention on Biological Diversity. Privilege partners in the 

implementation of the programme of activities are, inter alia, BirdLife International, IUCN, WWF, 

Large Carnivore Initiative for Europe (LCIE), Large Herbivore Initiative (WWF-LHI), Planta Europa, 

Societas Europea Herpetologica (SEH), and the European Invertebrate Survey (EIS). 
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Activities for 2007 
in Euro 

1. Monitoring of the legal application of the Convention 

1.1. Reports on the implementation of the Convention in at least one 

Contracting Party and legal assistance to new Contracting Parties 

Report providing a legal analysis of the implementation of the Convention in 

one Contracting Party, suggesting way to improve such implementation and 

adapt it to the provisions of the Convention (for new Parties). 

Fixed appropriation for consultant 

 

 

 

 

 

6,000 

2. Conservation of natural habitats 

2.1. Group of experts for the setting up of the Emerald Network of Areas 

of Special Conservation Interest 

Strasbourg, 1 day 

Terms of reference 

To do the necessary work to implement Recommendation No. 16 (1989) on 

areas of special conservation interest. The group will review the technical 

documents prepared by the experts and make proposals to build up the Emerald 

Network. 

Travel and subsistence expenses for one expert from each 22 states: 
ALBANIA, ARMENIA, AZERBAIJAN, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, BULGARIA, CROATIA, CZECH REPUBLIC, 

ESTONIA, GEORGIA, LATVIA, LITHUANIA, MOLDOVA, MONACO, MOROCCO, ROMANIA, RUSSIA, SERBIA 

AND MONTENEGRO, SLOVAKIA, “THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA”, TUNISIA, 

TURKEY, UKRAINE 

Travel and subsistence expenses for 1 consultant 

2.2. Pilot projects for the setting-up of the Emerald Network at national 

level in some states 

Financial contribution for the setting-up of the Network in 2 States 

2.3. Consultants 

Consultants will be hired to manage the setting-up of the Emerald Network and 

to do the necessary technical work required, included software, lists, handling 

of data, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15,500 

1,000 

 

20,000 

 

 

 

10,000 

3. Monitoring of species and encouraging conservation action 

3.1. Invasive Alien Species 

- Group of Experts on IAS 

Iceland, 2 days 

Terms of reference: 

Follow-up and review the implementation of the European Strategy on 

Invasive Alien Species (IAS).  

Preparation for the in-depth review of this issue by SBSTTA and COP-9 in 

2008, where a presentation of what the Bern Convention and its Parties have 

done at the European and national level could be. The issue of trade and IAS 

will be addressed in that forum. 

Travel and subsistence expenses will be covered for one expert from each of 

the following 22 states: [we have only budgeted for 12 experts] 
ALBANIA, BELGIUM, CROATIA, CYPRUS, CZECH REPUBLIC, ESTONIA, FINLAND, GREECE, HUNGARY, 

ICELAND, IRELAND, MALTA, MOLDOVA, MOROCCO, POLAND, PORTUGAL, SLOVAKIA, SLOVENIA, SPAIN, 

SWITZERLAND, TUNISIA, UKRAINE 

Travel and subsistence for 3 consultants/experts  

- Consultant to prepare a list of risk species for Europe in relation to trade 

(subject to funding) 

- National workshop on IAS in Bulgaria (subject to funding – estimated cost: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20,000 

4,000 

 

6,000 

p.m. 
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12000€)  

 

 

 

10,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10,000 

 

 

 

 

3.2. Conservation of Large Carnivores 

These activities are carried out in co-operation with the Large Carnivore 

Initiative for Europe (LCIE) , a number of regional working groups have been 

established to monitor implementation of European action plans. 

Consultants and co-ordination meetings 

 

3.3.  Conservation of Plants 

- Planta Europa Conference / Group of Experts on the Conservation of 

Plants 

Cluj Napoca, Romania: 4 days 

 

In co-operation with Planta Europa, implementation of a European Strategy on 

Plant Conservation. 

Consultants and meeting 

Terms of reference 

The Bern Convention is part of the Steering Committee for the preparation of 

this Conference, which will be organised in collaboration with the Romanian 

conservation authorities. The Conference is intended to present current 

problems in plant conservation in Europe and to monitor the implementation of 

the European Plant Conservation Strategy [Recommendation No. 87 (2002)], 

in the context of the review of the Global Strategy on Plant Conservation to be 

addressed by CBD COP-9 in 2008.  Within the structure of the conference, 

main issues on plant conservation concerning the Convention will be 

integrated. The Conference integrates the Group of Experts on Conservation of 

Plants. 

Travel and subsistence expenses will be covered for one expert from each of 

the following 11 states: 
ALBANIA, BULGARIA, CROATIA, CZECH REPUBLIC, ESTONIA, HUNGARY, LITHUANIA, MOLDOVA, 

POLAND, SLOVAKIA, UKRAINE 

Participants 

All Contracting Parties 

Observers 

All observer states and qualified organisations active in this field 

 

3.4. Conservation of fish 

Bonn, Germany, 1 day 

- Working group for the elaboration of an action plan on the restoration 

and conservation of the European sturgeon  

 

Terms of reference 

Finalise and produce a complete draft of the Action Plan for submission to the 

Standing Committee in November 2007 

Travel and subsistence expenses will be covered for one expert from each of 

the following 7 states: 
BELGIUM, FRANCE, GREECE, ITALY, NETHERLANDS, SPAIN, UNITED KINGDOM 

Expenses for meeting and consultants (part of these funds depend on specific 

voluntary contributions) 
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3.5. Conservation of amphibians and reptiles 

 -  In co-operation with Societas Europea Herpetologica (SEH) 

Drafting of action plans for threatened amphibians and reptiles 

Meetings and consultants  

3.6 Climate change and biodiversity 

- Group of Experts on climate change and biodiversity 

Strasbourg, 2 days 

Terms of reference 

Recognising the need to adapt conservation work to the challenges of climate 

change so as to minimise its impact on the species and natural habitats protected 

under the Convention, the new group of experts will provide guidance to Parties 

on understanding climate change impacts and threats, and developing appropriate 

adaptation measures in national policies regarding the species and habitats 

protected under the Bern Convention. 

Travel and subsistence expenses for one expert of each of the following 11 

States: 
BULGARIA, DENMARK, FRANCE, GERMANY, FINLAND, ICELAND,  THE NETHERLANDS, NORWAY, SPAIN, 

TURKEY, UNITED KINGDOM 

Participants: 

All Contracting Parties 

Observers: 

All observer states and qualified organisations active in this field 

Travel and subsistence expenses of consultant. 

Other 

Meeting of the specific working group on Saker falcon and hybrisation 

(subject to funding – estimated cost: 9000€) 

Preparation of a guiding document on the conservation of mushrooms 

(subject to funding – estimated cost: 4000€) 

 

 

 

6,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11,000 

 

 

 

1,000 

 

 

p.m. 

 

p.m. 

4. Sectorial policies and biodiversity conservation 

4.1 Wind energy and biodiversity 

Contribution to wind energy and nature conservation ad hoc group 

Brussels: 2 meetings, 1 day 

Travel and subsistence expenses of experts   

4.2 Elaboration of a Charter on Hunting and Biological Diversity 

Strasbourg, 1 day 

- Working group  

Terms of reference: 

To finalise a draft Charter on Hunting and Biological Diversity for submission 

to the Standing Committee in November 2007 

Travel and subsistence expenses will be covered for one expert from each of 

the following 11 states: 
BELGIUM, BULGARIA, CZECH REPUBLIC, FRANCE, GERMANY, ICELAND, LIECHTSTEIN, ROMANIA, SPAIN, 

SWITZERLAND, UNITED KINGDOM 

Travel and susbsistence expenses of experts to participate at European 

conference on Sustainable Hunting (summer 2007) 

 

 

 

6,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11,000 

 

3,000 
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5. Monitoring of sites and populations at risk and Emergencies 

5.1. On-the-spot visits 

On-the-spot visits, by independent experts designated by the Secretary General 

to examine threatened habitats and travel and subsistence expenses incurred by 

such experts to inform the Standing Committee or its groups of experts 

5.2. Sites at risk as a result of an emergency 

Fixed appropriation to cover expenses for reports, travelling of experts or 

Secretariat to areas under a particular environmental stress as a result of natural 

catastrophes or accidents caused by man. It includes assistance to areas under 

political or military conflict. It may cover training of specialists, aid to 

establish environmental monitoring. This chapter will be only used under 

instruction of the Bureau and will be paid both from Council of Europe or by 

voluntary contributions 

Fixed appropriation for consultant 

 

 

 

4,500 

 

 

 

 

 

p.m. 

 

6. Awareness and visibility 

Funds for the conception, the translation, the photocomposition and publication 

of technical documents, posters, brochures, stickers, postcards, making of 

buttons, other documents. It includes publication in Internet and conception 

and update of a Website. 

 

 

20,000 

 

7. Strategic Development of the Convention 

  

8. Operational expenditure of the Standing Committee’s Secretariat 

Fixed appropriation to cover travel expenses to attend the meetings of the 

Standing Committee and of the Bureau. 

8.1. Chairman’s expenses 

Fixed appropriation to cover travel and/or subsistence expenses incurred by the 

Chairman or delegate T-PVS after consultation with the Secretary General. 

Expenses of the Chairman to attend the meetings of the Standing Committee 

8.2. Delegates of African states and of some delegates of Central and 

Eastern Europe 

Travel and subsistence expenses incurred by the delegates of African states to 

attend the Standing Committee meeting or other meetings organised under its 

responsibility 

Travel and subsistence expenses incurred by some delegates from Contracting 

Parties of Central and Eastern Europe (on a temporary basis and after decision 

of the Bureau) to attend the Standing Committee 

8.3. Travels of experts and Secretariat 

Travel and subsistence expenses incurred by experts to attend meetings of 

special relevance under instruction from the Committee or the Chairman and 

Secretariat official journeys 

8.4. Meetings of the Bureau 

Travel and subsistence expenses incurred by the three members of the Bureau 

to attend the Bureau meetings 

8.5. Full-time secretary 

 

TOTAL 

. 

 

p.m 

 

 

 

 

7,500 

 

 

8,000 

 

 

12,000 

 

 

 

8,000 

40,000 

 

  255,500 
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Bern Convention Programme of Activities and Budget for 2007 (Summary) 
 

in Euro 

1. Monitoring of the legal application of the Convention 

1.1. Report on the implementation of the Convention in two Contracting 

Parties 6,000 

2. Conservation of natural habitats 

2.1. Group of experts for the setting up of the Emerald Network of Areas of 

Special Conservation Interest 

2.2. Pilot projects for the setting-up of the Emerald Network at national level in 

some states 

2.3. Consultants 

16,500 

20,000 

10,000 

3. Monitoring of species and encouraging conservation action 

3.1. Invasive Alien Species                                                                      

3.2. Large Carnivores 

3.3. Plant Conservation 

3.4. Fish 

3.5  Amphibians and reptiles 

3.6  Climate change and biodiversity 

Other 

Saker falcon and hybridation (working group meeting) 

Mushrooms (guidance document) 

       30,000 

10,000 

15,000 

10,000 

6,000 

12,000 

 

p.m. 

p.m. 

4. Sectoral policies and biodiversity conservation 

4.1 Wind energy and biodiversity 

4.2 Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity 

6,000 

14,000 

5. Monitoring of sites and populations at risk and Emergencies 

5.1. On-the-spot visits 

5.2. Sites at risk as a result of an emergency 

4,500 

p.m. 

6. Awareness and visibility 

 20,000 

7. Strategic Development of the Convention 

  

8. Operational expenditure of the Standing Committee’s Secretariat 

8.1. Chairman’s expenses 

8.2. Delegates of African states and of some delegates of Central and Eastern 

Europe 

8.3. Travels of experts and Secretariat 

8.4. Meetings of the Bureau 

8.5. Full-time secretary 

 

TOTAL 

p.m. 

 

15,500 

12,000 

8,000 

40,000 

 

255,500 
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Appendix 8 

 

LIST OF PARTIES AND OBSERVERS 

HAVING MADE VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 2006 ACTIVITIES 

 

(in alphabetical order) 
 

__________ 

 

Andorra  

Belgium 

Czech Republic 

European Commission 

European Environment Agency  

Finland 

France 

Italy 

Luxembourg 

Monaco 

Slovak Republic 

Switzerland 

 

 


