
Statement of Interpretation on Article 3 – Climate change 

The Committee recalls its case law under Article 3 in relation to the protection against 
dangerous agents and substances (including asbestos and ionizing radiation), and air 
pollution (see Conclusions XIV-2 (1998), Statement of interpretation on Article 3). Further, the 
Committee notes the United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/RES/76/300 (28 July 
2022) “The human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment”. 

The Committee notes that climate change has had an increasing impact on the safety and 
health of workers across all affected sectors, with a particular impact on workers from 
vulnerable groups such as migrant workers, women, older people, persons with disabilities, 
persons with pre-existing health conditions and youth. As noted by the United Nations 
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, rapid environmental changes, caused by 
climate change, increase risks to working conditions and exacerbate existing ones (General 
comment No. 27 (2025) on economic, social and cultural rights and the environmental 
dimension of sustainable development, UN Doc E/C.12/GC/27, §51). Hazards related to 
climate change include, but are not limited to, excessive heat, ultraviolet radiation, extreme 
weather events (such as heatwaves), indoor and outdoor workplace pollution, vector-borne 
diseases and exposure to chemicals. These phenomena can have a serious effect on both 
the physical and mental health of workers. (Ensuring safety and health at work in a changing 
climate, Geneva: International Labour Office, 2024). 

States should take measures to identify and assess climate change risks and adopt preventive 
and protective measures. These risks and impacts should be addressed through appropriate 
policies, regulations, and collective agreements. Particular attention should be paid to 
vulnerable workers, such as migrant workers, persons involved in informal work, young and 
older workers, women, persons with disabilities and persons with pre-existing health 
conditions. States must effectively monitor the application of standards addressing climate-
related safety and health risks, including through appropriate supervisory mechanisms, and 
should undertake these efforts in close consultation with employers’ and workers’ 
organisations. 

Risk assessment and prevention/protection plans should include measures aimed at 
mitigating the effects of climate change on the safety and physical and mental health of 
workers (for example, provision of personal protective equipment, appropriate clothing, sun 
protection, hydration, ventilation, as well as the introduction of reduced or flexible working 
hours and the provision of mental health support and other support services, where 
appropriate). The Committee further stresses the importance of providing guidance and 
training to employers and workers, as well as implementing awareness-raising activities, 
collection of data and carrying out of research concerning the impact of climate change.


