
Statement on Article 15§1

The Committee recalls that, as stated in the Autism-Europe decision (Autism-Europe v. 
France, Complaint No. 13/2002, decision on the merits of 4 November 2003, §48), “the 
underlying vision of Article 15 is one of equal citizenship for persons with disabilities and, 
fittingly, the primary rights are those of “independence, social integration and participation in 
the life of the community. Securing a right to education for children and others with disabilities 
plays an obviously important role in advancing these citizenship rights”. Under Article 15§1, 
the Committee therefore considers necessary the existence of non-discrimination legislation 
as an important tool for the advancement of the inclusion of children with disabilities into 
general or mainstream educational schemes. Such legislation should, as a minimum, require 
a compelling justification for special or segregated educational systems and confer an effective 
remedy on those who are found to have been unlawfully excluded or segregated or otherwise 
denied an effective right to education. Legislation may consist of general anti-discrimination 
legislation, specific legislation concerning education, or a combination of the two.


