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LOCAL FLORA
{Plant Life of Georglu)
R. Gagnidze, M. Davitadze

Georgia is one of the independent states in Caucasus, which oc-
cupies 63.700 square m. Biodiversity, diversity of flora in particular
{species, peographical, hictopes, vertical-spatial diversity) is note-
worthy despite relatively small ares of the country.

Georgia belongs to the Sub-Meditemranean and Iran-Turanian re-
gion in botanical- peopraphical terms, Tt i subdivided into sevan pro-
viucfs. oanwely:

¥

1. Colchian or Bastermn Euxinian;

2. Central North Caucasian or lalbuz-Kazbegian;

3. Eastern North Cancasian of Tusheti-Daghestanian:

4. Eastern Transcaucasian or Iberian;

5. Minor Caucasian;

&. Soothern Transcaucasia-Iranfamg ar Iran-Turanian;

7. Mtkvari-Araxian ( Kom-Araxian)

The provinces are forther subdivided into several foristic dist-
fcls.

Thilisi, capital of Georgia, was one of the leading centers of flo-
fistie research in Caucasus in the first half of the twentieth gentury,
Large-scale activities were initiated in order to compile invettories
and study of taxonomic structure of the flora at that time, The results
of the research were incorporated into the first extensive edition of
The "Flors of Georgla” comprised of eight volumes (Editors: A, Ma.
kashvili, D. Smnm&k}d. N. Ketskhoveli, A, Kharadze; 1941952,

In the following vears Moristic resedarch became more profound
in varicus regions of Cieorgia: Abkhazeti, Ajara, Svaneti, Racha-
Lechkbwmi, Shiga Karthi, Kleyi, Khevsurett, Tusheti, Kakheti, Tria-
leti, ete. The taxonomy of the species of the Georgian flom under-
wenla entical revision on the basis of the new findings and fo-
undations were laid for the second edition of The "Flor of Ge-
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orgia”. Volumes 1-XI0 of the multi-volume (16) second edition of the
Flora of Georgia was published in 1971-2000 (Editors: N. Ketskhove-
li, A. Kharadze, R, Gagnidze). This legacy and results of the floristic
research conducted by the authors in various parts of Caucausus form
the basis of this manual.

“Local Flora” (Plant Life of Georgia) is the first manual in Geor-
gian language where phytogeographical issues of Georgia are genera-
lized; idiosyncrasies of rich flora and vegetation cover are discussed
according 10 botanical-historical regions of Georgia; analysis of flo-
ristic complexes by the latest methods of relative floristic is given,
the reasons for variety and uniqueness of the Georgian flora are expla-
ined; peculiarities of the flora of the protected areas are described; sta-
wus of the rare, relict and endemic species is provided; botanical-geog-
raphical zoning of the Georgian flora is given; and place of the Geor-
gian flora is determined in the overall system of the phytogeographi-
cal division of Caucasus and the world.

!

Upto 4.100 species of vascular plants are recorded in the Geor-
gian flora including 70 species of ferns (Pteridophyta; 9 families, 27
genera); 16 species of gymnosperms (Gymnospermae; 4 families, 6
genera); 4.014 species of angiosperms (Angiospermae; 121 families,
848 genen}). N

Georgia is one of the richest countries in floristic terms in compa-
rison to other countries of the temperate climatic zone. Approximately
21 % of the Georgian flora is endemic. It is comprised of approxima-
tely 900 species including 300 endemics of Georgia and 600 ende-

mics of Caucasus. Generic endemism of thee Georgian flora is high.
There are 17 monotype and oligotype endemic generis. Systematic
structure, floristic complexes and biotopes of the Georgian flora are
diverse (i. e. spectrum of quantitative relation of families and gene-
ra; systematic structure - spectrum is Mediterranean). Petrophytic
complexes are characterised by a particularly high floristic diversity.
All this issues are discussed in the manual published by the joint stock
company "Gamomtsemloba Ajara” (ISB N 99928-44884). Thilisi Iva-
" ne Javakhishvili State University and Batumi Shota Rustaveli State

270

T-PVS/Files(2018)11annex2

University departments of Botany compile the book. The authors of
the manual are the Doctors of Biology, Professors Revaz Gagnidze
and Murman Davitadze.

The manual is designed for the Georgian Universities, Pedago-
gical Institutes and other establishments of high education. It incor-
porates ample factual and illustrative material (sitespecific maps of
species  habitats, schemes of vertical distribution types of vegetation
of Georgia, map of botanical - geographical division, photographs of
separate endemic species).

»
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