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Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development 
  

Minutes 
 

of the hearing on “The situation of women and children in the Palestinian 
territories” on Thursday, 4 June 2026, in Athens 
 
Ms Saskia Kluit, Chairperson, opened the hearing and welcomed Mr Khaled Quzmar, Executive Director, 
Palestinian Centre for Child Rights (PCCR) (online) who presented the situation of Palestinian children detained by 
the Israeli military forces. 
 
Mr Khaled Quzmar, Executive Director, Palestinian Centre for child Rights (online) 
 
Mr Quzmar began by expressing gratitude to the Committee for this crucial hearing on the rights of Palestinian 
children. He presented his extensive professional background, having served as a defence lawyer for over 20 years 
representing Palestinian children in Israeli courts. Additionally, he had acted as director of a foundation dedicated to 
working with these children for a decade, and had recently joined a new organisation, PCCR. The mission of this 
entity was to support children in the occupied Palestinian territory, irrespective of whether the violations emanated 
from Palestinian or Israeli authorities. 
 
Mr Quzmar highlighted the grave issue of the Israeli policy of military detention of Palestinian children, a practice 
which had been continuous since 1967, the first day of the occupation of the West Bank. He explained that this 
policy applied to all Palestinians without distinction – children, adults, the elderly, and women. The Israeli military 
law was described as being crafted by the Israeli military itself, not for the purpose of serving justice, but rather to 
criminalise Palestinian children and legitimise their continued detention and prosecution. These concerns were 
shared by many lawyers, including those with German, French and dual Israeli nationalities, who criticised the 
military court system for falling short of international standards for fair trial and due process. 
 
He underlined that the Israeli military courts, administered and overseen by military officers, systematically violated 
the rights of children. Israel was described as the only state in the world that routinely arrested and prosecuted 
children in military courts, a practice that had persisted since 1967. Moreover, there had been no accountability for 
violations or abuses committed against these children. 
 
Addressing developments since 7 October 2023, Mr Quzmar described a drastic deterioration in the conditions 
faced by detained children. Whereas, in the past, detention – although far from ideal – had been regarded as 
relatively safer than other risks, it had now become highly perilous. Palestinian children faced torture, starvation, 
denial of family and lawyer visits, and deprivation of education and medical care from the moment of arrest, 
regardless of their age, from 12 up to 17 years old. 
 
He referred to a specific case of 17-year-old Walid Khalid Abdullah Ahmad who died in Israeli custody due to 
starvation and medical neglect confirmed by an autopsy. The Israeli authorities had refused to release his body to 
his family. Such a case illustrated a broader pattern where the arrest of children had become routine, with no access 
to legal advice or family support. 
 
Further, he condemned the practice of administrative detention whereby children were imprisoned for renewable 
periods up to six months without charges or trial, often without any evidence presented besides vague allegations 
of endangering security. According to Israeli statistics, more than 360 Palestinian children were detained, with over 
half of them being held under administrative detention. These children were denied fundamental rights to education, 
healthcare and family visits, and had minimal contact with legal counsel, once a month in the best scenario. Even 
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through the visit the lawyer was not allowed to share any information to the child about his family, only to talk about 
health. 
 
In conclusion, he asserted that these acts constituted war crimes and crimes against humanity and warned that, in 
the absence of international intervention, more children risked suffering fatal outcomes. A call was made for the 
international community, especially EU member States, to pressure Israel to end administrative arrests of children, 
free the children, enforce accountability for reported abuses and ensure Palestinian children enjoyed the same rights 
recognised in the Convention on the Rights of the Child as children worldwide. 
 
Discussion 
 
Ms Kluit thanked the guest speaker for his clear message regarding the condition of hundreds of Palestinian children 
in Israeli detention. She then invited Mr O’Reilly, the General Rapporteur on the situation of women and children in 
the Palestinian territories, to comment. 
 
Mr O’Reilly expressed gratitude for the articulate presentation and noted that the issue of Palestinian children in 
detention by Israel had been debated in the Parliamentary Assembly years before October 7, underlining that it was 
not a recent development. He found the figure of 360 detained children “shocking” and asked what could be done 
at the international level to address these ongoing flagrant violations of children’s rights. 
 
Ms Kluit underlined the importance of family and lawyer access for detained children and the effects of its restriction, 
and asked what could be done to help these children. 
 
Mr Quzmar recalled the visit to the European Parliament together with Palestinian and Israeli officials over a decade 
earlier to discuss prisoner conditions. Although recommendations had been made for a fact-finding mission to 
monitor prisons and report back to the European Parliament, Israel denied access. Conditions had worsened since, 
particularly after 7 October. He described systemic and policy-driven abuses led by Israeli National Security Minister 
Ben-Gvir, noting that cruel treatment – including humiliation, restraint and beatings of prisoners – was authorised by 
officials at the highest political and security levels. The was no accountability and no perpetrators were charged. 
There was an urgent need for European intervention using international law to pressure Israel. He finally described 
the additional suffering of families who had been denied recuperating the bodies of their deceased children, with 
over 80 bodies still being withheld. Since 2023, no imprisoned child had been allowed to see their family, not even 
by video. 
 
Ms Kluit regretted this extreme cruelty and confirmed the Committee’s commitment to defend the rights and better 
detention conditions of Palestinian children in Israeli prisons. She thanked Mr Quzmar and closed the hearing. 
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Mr Stefano Maullu Italy / Italie Ms Domenica Spinelli 
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Mr Bekim Kjoku 
North Macedonia / 
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Mr Szymon Hołownia Poland / Pologne Ms Magdalena Biejat 
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Mr Jan Filip Libicki Poland / Pologne ZZ... 

Mr Nuno Fazenda Portugal Mr António Mendonça Mendes 

Mr Carlos Silva Santiago Portugal Ms Sofia Carreira 

Ms Georgeta-Carmen Holban Romania / Roumanie Ms Mirela Elena Adomnicăi 

Ms Dumitrina Mitrea Romania / Roumanie Mr Iulian Bulai 

Mr Robert-Ionatan Sighiartău Romania / Roumanie Ms Maria-Gabriela Horga 

Mr Gerardo Giovagnoli San Marino / Saint-Marin Ms Alice Mina 

Mr Vladimir Đorđević Serbia / Serbie Mr Predrag Marsenić 

Ms Tatjana Pašić Serbia / Serbie Ms Jelena Milošević 

Ms Veronika Remišová 
Slovak Republic /  

République Slovaque 
M. Pavol Goga 

Mr Dean Premik Slovenia / Slovénie Ms Iva Dimic 

Ms María Fernández Spain / Espagne Ms Luz Martinez Seijo 

Mr José Latorre Spain / Espagne Ms Nerea Ahedo 

Ms Carmen Leyte Spain / Espagne Mr José Antonio Bermúdez De 
Castro Ms Sofia Amloh Sweden / Suède Ms Annika Strandhäll 

Ms Victoria Tiblom Sweden / Suède Ms Boriana Åberg 

Ms Sibel Arslan Switzerland / Suisse  Mme Céline Amaudruz 

Mme Valérie Piller Carrard Switzerland / Suisse Mr Niklaus-Samuel Gugger 

Mr Murat Cahid Cingi Türkiye Mr Mustafa Canbey 

Ms Gökçe Gökçen Türkiye Mr Namık Tan 
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Aristote de Thessalonique 
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démographie économique à l'université Harokopio 
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