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Background

e The Council of Europe Annual Penal Statistics (SPACE) are compiled every year
by the University of Lausanne on behalf of the 46 member states of the Council
of Europe-

e The latest SPACE | report depicts the situation of European prisons on 31t
January 2024
— How many prisoners?
— How many places available in prison?
— Characteristics of the prisoners : pre-trial vs. sentenced, females, foreigners,
length of their sentences, type of offence, etc.

e SPACE | also provides data on the flow of prisoners (entries and releases) and
the costs of imprisonment during the whole year 2023
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Participation

e Fifty-one (51) prison administrations in the 46 Council of Europe member
states answered the SPACE | 2024 questionnaire, which corresponds to a

participation rate of 100%.

e This is the first time in the SPACE statistics history.
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Total number of inmates on 315 January 2024

1,021,431 inmates
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Map 1. Prison population rates (inmates per 100,000
inhabitants) on 31st January 2024
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Figure 2. Trends in the prison population rates, from
2005 to 2024 (n=48 PA)
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Figure 2.1 Trends in the prison population rates by
prison administration, from 2005 to 2024
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Figure 4: Evolution of the European average and median
rates of admissions and releases per 100,000
inhabitants (2010-2023) (n=34 PA)
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More about trends in prison populations

PRISONS IN EUROPE
2005-2015

How many inmates are held in European prisons? Among them, how
many are women? How many are foreign citizens? How many are not
serving a final sentence? How many people enter prison every year,
and how long do they remain there? Are there enough places for all
of them? What is the ratio of inmates per member of prison staff?
How much do prisons cost?

The answers to these and many other questions can be found in
this volume, which compiles and updates 11 years of the Council of
Europe Annual Penal Statistics, better known as the SPACE statistics.
The situation in each country is analysed through individual country
profiles, which include key facts and graphs covering the years 2005-
2015. In addition, a comparative section allows for analysis of the
relative position of each country with regard to the other member
states of the Coundil of Europe and of the European Union. This is
accompanied by a methodological section, which sets out the main
problems related to this type of comparison.
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Figures 7 Proportion of age categories on 31st January 2024 (n=39 PA)
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Figure 9. Breakdown of sentenced prisoners by principal
offence on 31st January 2024, in percentages (n=47 PA)
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Figure 10. Percentage of sentenced prisoners serving
sentences for drug offences on 31st January 2024 (n=46
PA)
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Figure 11. Breakdown of sentenced prisoners by sentence
length on 31st January 2024, in percentages (n=47 PA)
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More about trends in foreign offenders

FOREIGN OFFENDERS
IN PRISON
Is there really an over-representation of foreign citizens in European A N D ON PRO B ATION

prisons? Is the presence of foreign inmates comparable across regions

and countries of Europe? How can one explain the differences in

the trends shown by the absolute numbers and the percentages of I N EU RO PE
foreign inmates from 2005 to 20157 Do foreign citizens have less

access than nationals to alternatives to imprisonment? Do the data

available allow researchers to establish whether the growth in the use

of community sanctions and measures since the 1990s plays a role

in the fluctuations observed in the percentage of foreign inmates?

The answers to these and many other questions can be found in
this book, which compiles and updates a series of specific indicators
collected over 11 years through the Council of Europe Annual Penal
Statistics (better known as the SPACE statistics), and accompanies
the two volumes on prisons in Europe 2005-2015 in this collection.
This volume includes maps and tables illustrating the state of prison
(2005-2015) and probation agencies (2009-2015). In addition, the
situation is analysed through individual country profiles, which
include key facts and graphs covering the years 2005-2015.

UNIL | Université de Lausanne
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Table 1. Evolution of stock indicators (2023-2024)

...............................................................................................

! 2023 2024 2’;;;‘;':,5;
Stock indicators
Prison population rate per 100,000 inhabitants (39 PA) 116.2 115.1 -0.9
% of female inmates in the prison population (39 PA) 4.9 4.8 -1.3
% of foreign inmates in the prison population (37 PA) 14.2 11.9 -16.1
Of which: % of foreign inmates from EU countries (34 PA) 24.8 27.9 12.4
% of inmates not serving a final sentence in the prison populations (38 PA) 221 23.9 8.6
Prison density per 100 places (37 PA) 93.5 94.9 1.5
Number of overcrowded prison administrations (more than 100 inmates 11 14 273
per 100 places) (37 PA)
Ratio of inmates per one staff member (38 PA) 1.6 1.5 -4.5
Ratio of inmates per custodian solely dedicated to custody (31 PA) 33 3.2 -3.0
Sentenced prisoners by offence | ‘
% of prisoners sentenced for drug offences (34 PA) 15.5 18.2 -1.7
% of prisoners sentenced for theft (34 PA) 12.6 12.2 -3.3
% of prisoners sentenced for homicide (34 PA) 12.8 12.2 -5.1
Sentenced prisoners by length of sentence imposed
% of prisoners sentenced to less than one year (35 PA) 12.7 12.3 -3.4
% of prisoners sentenced from 1 to less than 3 years (33 PA) 24.7 25.2 21
% of prisoners sentenced from 3 to less than 5 years (34 PA) 17.9 18.8 4.8
% of prisoners sentenced from 5 to less than 10 years (33 PA) 22.0 22.7 3.0
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Figure

PA with stripped pattern do not comply with the standard definition of “admission” and therefore their data are not comparable to that of the rest of the countries.
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Table 2. Evolution of flow indicators (2022-2023)

2022 2023 ::;:;'ng‘;
__ Flow indicators : ;
Rate of admissions per 100,000 inhabitants (38 PA) 126.3 143.3 13.5
Rate of releases per 100,000 inhabitants (37 PA) 109.4 112.5 2.8
gvse;ig)e length of imprisonment in months (based on the stock and flow) 115 10.5 8.4
Cost indicator :
Total budget spent by the prison administrations (35 PA) 234 897 102.00€ 272 842 157.50 € 16.1
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Costs of imprisonment in 2020

v’ The costs are calculated on the basis of real
expenditures and not on the foreseen
budgets

v Around 25 billion Euros (46 prison
administrations)

v’ Daily cost of an inmate = € 81
(44 prison administrations)

v’ Huge variations across countries
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Contact & follow us...

Q} www.unil.ch/space

Edoardo.cocco@unil.ch(SPACE I)
Marcelo.Aebi@unil.ch (Director)
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Thank you for your attention!
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