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While significant efforts to address all aspects of the world drug problem have 
traditionally focused on treating individual behaviors, evidence-based policies have 

increasingly advocated for a more comprehensive approach, which takes into 
account all the relevant socioeconomic factors. This was underscored within the 

2016 UNGASS Outcome Document, which called upon member states to "recognize 
drug dependence as a complex multifactorial health disorder characterized by a 

chronic and relapsing nature with social causes and consequences..."

This event aims to build on the UNODC debate on the nexus between socioeconomic factors and drug 
use, which was most recently explored in the 2020 World Drug Report Special Chapter on the subject.
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