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Classroom scenario: Prevention of trafficking in children from early school age (Grade VI)  

Tale analysis of “Pinocchio” by Carlo Collodi – Learning about Trust, Risk, and Protection 

from child abuse and trafficking 

 

Subject study History and social science: under civic education 
section or advisory class 

Type/category of subject matter Mandatory 

Grade VIth grade 

Curriculum theme/area • Protection of children’s rights 

• Protection of human rights 

Number of lessons Total: one school class  

Equipment & Assets  • A summarized version of the Pinocchio 
Tale  

• Magazine images/posters 

• Sheets of craft paper or sheets for 
drawing  

• Felt-tip pens, coloured pencils or other 
colouring mediums 

• Glue/tape, scissors 

• Notes for the Teacher 

• Age-appropriate audiovisual aids 
(optional) 

Objectives  General objective 

To foster understanding, sensitivity and 
responsibility in children through the tale of 
"Pinocchio", so that they develop awareness 
about the danger of manipulation and abuse; 
understand the importance of trust and 
honesty; and learn how to protect themselves 
and others from child trafficking and other 
abuses. 

Special objective 

Pupils: 

• Understand the content and message of 
the tale of “Pinocchio”. 

• Recognise the good and bad choices 
made by Pinocchio - the lead character. 
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• Learn how disobedience and gullibility 
can easily put children in danger. 

• Identify the role of conscience as an 
inner voice that warns when something 
is wrong/dangerous. 

• Link the story's messages to 
contemporary examples: internet risks, 
fake profiles, peer pressure, lying, and 
betrayal. 

• Develop an awareness that they can 
always reach out to an adult they trust 
(the teacher, the parent). 

• Are encouraged for mutual support and 
a sense of community among pupils. 

Expected results Pupils: 

• Understand the difference between trust 
and naivety/gullibility. 

• Develop critical thinking – not to 
immediately believe everything they 
hear. 

• Recognise manipulation, deception, and 
abuse by Pinocchio's example. 

• Develop empathy (what it is like to be in 
someone else’s shoes) and understand 
how feelings can help us make the right 
choices. 

During the lesson Pupils: 

• Explain what trust means, how it is built, 
and when it can be broken. 

• Give concrete examples of the tale of 
how Pinocchio was deceived, how he 
reacted and what he learned. 

• Express emotional reactions – how they 
feel when someone lies, when they make 
a mistake, or when they receive 
forgiveness. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of safe 
behaviour – how to protect themselves 
in a real and digital context. 

• Create an original creative expression – a 
message, a drawing, a poem, a letter, or 
a collage – through which children 
convey what they have learnt from the 
story. 



4 
 

• Engage in a reasoned discussion, 
expressing their own opinions with 
respect for others' views. 

• Recognise when they need support and 
where they can safely seek it. 

Methodology/Recommended 

techniques 

 

• Viewing/listening to the story 
(audiovisual assets) with analysis and 
reflection 

• Brainstorming 

• Guided discussions 

• Creative work (drawing, collage, 
composition/poem) 

• Role-playing  

• Individual reflection of the pupil 

Evaluation Area Indicators  
 

Understanding The pupil connects the 
messages of the story to 
real-life situations. 

Emotional 
Awareness 

It recognises and expresses 
the feelings of the 
characters. 

Creativity It creates poems, drawings, 
and collages with a personal 
message. 

Critical 
thinking 

It thinks about what is true, 
what is not. 

Reflection The child expresses what it 
had learned and how it 
would apply it in real life 
situation. 
  

Scenario implementation The teacher implementing the activity 
independently decides on the selection of 
activities in accordance with the developmental 
level and the socio-cultural background of the 
pupils. 
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Activity “Pinocchio and staying safe” 
 
Objectives:  

- Understanding child trafficking 
- Identifying common trafficking tactics 
- Develop safety awareness 
- Encourage proactive action 

 
Quick Story Refresher (5-10 minute) 
 
Pupils summarize Pinocchio in 3-4 sentences:  
Example: “Pinocchio is a puppet who wants to become a real boy. He sometimes lies or 
makes poor choices, which leads him to end up in situations where strangers try to trick him 
or take advantage of him. Luckly, he learns to ask for help and make better choices.”  
 
Teacher:  

• Can you give examples of when Pinocchio trusted the wrong people? 

• What made him vulnerable? (His naivety, wanting to please others etc.) 
  

Introduce child trafficking (Teacher describes) (5 minutes)  
 
Definition: 
Child trafficking is when children are stolen, taken from their parents, or forced into 
activities against their will, often for money. This can include forced labour, begging, 
unwanted physical contacts, forced pickpocketing… It is a severe violation of human rights 
and must be stopped. 
Common tactics traffickers use: 

• Deception and false promises – for example: promising gifts, giving chocolate or 
money.  

• Kidnapping – Taking children away by force, inviting them in the car and running 
away. 

• Manipulating and grooming – Building trust over time, asking personal questions, 
often occurs online, influencing children to do harmful things.  

• Exploitation of vulnerability – Targeting children who are alone, in difficult economic 
situation, without care of an adult or scared. 
 

Class discussion - connect Pinocchio to trafficking (5-10 minutes)  
 
The teacher guides the class with the following questions: 

• How could Pinocchio have been caught by traffickers/criminals? 
Example: Believing strangers, going to places that are not safe, feeling afraid of telling 
someone. 

• What were his vulnerabilities?  
Example: Naivety, fear of admitting mistakes, wanting adventure. 

• What could he have done to stay safe? 



6 
 

Example: Ask help from adults he trusts (Geppetto), calling safe hotlines, saying no to 
offers that look too good to be true, not sharing personal info online. (Share with the 
pupils important resources like: • Ministry of the Interior – 192/112LaStrada (Open 
Gate) helpline: 0800 11111 ; Megjashi First Children’s Embassy advice line: +38970 390 
632, ; or redbutton.mvr.gov.mk for reporting any knowledge or information on abuse of 
children and trafficking.) 
 
Children in jeopardy can be helped and saved from the bad guys! 
 

Safety points (shared by the teacher): 
o It is never your fault, if someone tries to trick or harm you. 
o You should always tell an adult you trust. 
o There are services and hotlines ready to help. 

 
Creative reflection (15-20 minutes) 
 
Pupils produce and explain: 

• Poster or collage – Showcasing safe vs unsafe behaviour. 

• Painting or drawing – Illustrate a scene where Pinocchio asks for help or makes a 
safe choice. 

• Roleplay – In small groups act out the following: 
o Pinocchio being tricked by a stranger 
o Pinocchio asking a trusted adult for help 
o A hotline call scenario, Pinocchio reporting that someone wanted to 

take him away, to take advantage of him 

Encourage the pupils to highlight courage, asking for help and not feeling ashamed. 
 
Closing circle (5 minutes) 
 

• Each pupil shares one thing they learned:  
Example: “Next time I feel unsafe I will…” 

• The teacher leads the pupils to a conclusion: 
"Pinocchio made a lot of mistakes, but he always learned from them. So, we too can be 
careful, but also courageous, when someone tries to lie to us. Today, the risks are not just 
on the street – they are also on the internet. That is why we have to trust our conscience, 
our parents and the people who love us." 
 

Additional materials   

Handbook for Teachers and Professional Assistants - Protection of Children from Human 
Trafficking: What Should Schools Do? 1680a3027d 

Educational and informational materials (leaflets, illustrated books, videos) Publications on 
Combatting Human Trafficking - Programme Office of the Council of Europe in Skopje 

Handbook on prevention and intervention in schools in case of violence, abuse and neglect 
priracnik-nastavnici-print.cdr (available only in Macedonian language) 

tel:080011111
https://rm.coe.int/hf29-handbook-teachers-education-professionals-eng/1680a3027d
https://www.coe.int/mk/web/skopje/publications1
https://www.coe.int/mk/web/skopje/publications1
https://hera.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/priracnik-nastavnici-print.pdf
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Addition - Role-playing  
 
I. General objective of the activity 
Through acting, dialogue, and analysis pupils will: 

- recognise risky and manipulative situations, 
- develop empathy and critical thinking, 
- learn how to say "no" to dangerous offers and to make safe and moral decisions. 

II. Duration 
15-20 minutes 
III. Required materials 

• Character name cards or a picture (Pinocchio, the Cricket, the Fox, the Cat, 
Geppetto, the Fairy) 

• Stage Performance Space (or an improvised classroom stage) 

IV. Preparation of pupils 
1.  Introduction (5 minutes):  

The teacher explains that through a game, they will explore the story from a different 
angle. 
The teacher asks: 

o "Has anyone ever offered you something that seemed too good to be true?" 
o "How do you know when someone is lying to you or wants to take advantage of 

you?" 
2. Choosing a character:  

Groups choose the Pinocchio, the Cricket, the Fox, the Cat, Geppetto and the Fairy. If there 
are multiple pupils, three or four parallel groups can be formed, each with its own scenario. 

3. Explanation of the task:  
The teacher says: 
"You're going to depict a scene from Pinocchio's life. Your job is to show how he can make 
good or bad choices - and what comes next. 
" It's not about acting perfectly, it is about thinking how each character feels." 
 
V. PROPOSED SCENARIOS – roleplay 
The story should be used in accordance with the teacher’s concept for the class.  

Script Table of Contents Message/Purpose 

1. Pinocchio and 
the Cricket 

Pinocchio wants to go to an island 
where there is no school and 
everyone is having fun. The Cricket 
warns him. 

To recognise the meaning of 
conscience and the voice of 
reason. 

2. Pinocchio and 
the bad guys (the 
Fox and the Cat) 

They offer him "easy money" if he 
gives them his money. 

Manipulation, deception, 
naivety. 
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3. Pinocchio and 
Geppetto 

Pinocchio returns home after 
falling a victim to lies. Geppetto 
forgives him but asks for honesty. 

The value of forgiveness and 
trust. 

4. Pinocchio and 
the Fairy 

The Fairy urges him to tell the 
truth, his nose growing when he 
lies. 

Consequences of lying, 
honesty, and self-respect. 

 
VI. THE ROLEPLAY  
Scene: "The Land of Toys" 
Characters: Pinocchio, the Cricket, the Fox, the Cat 

Pinocchio:  

"Listen, Cricket! There is no school, no rules! Just games and sweets! I will go, too!" 

The Cricket:  

“But, Pinocchio, that looks suspicious. Why would anyone offer you so much, for no 
reason?" 

The Fox:  

"Eh, do not listen to him! We will take you there. Everyone is happy and free there!" 

The Cat:  

"We will show you how to be rich without effort!" 

Pinocchio:  

"Really? Well, maybe I should just take a little risk..." 

(Pinocchio goes with them; the teacher interrupts the scene.) 

The Teacher:  

"Stop! Now think about it – what happens next? What is the risk? How could it have been 
otherwise?" 

VII. DISCUSSION AFTER THE ROLEPLAY (10 minutes) 
The teacher leads the conversation: 

• Why did Pinocchio trust the Cat and the Fox? How did they lie to him?  

• Who tried to help him? What does Cricket represent?  

• What is a similar real-life example? (offer via the Internet, fake profile, gift, request 
for photos, request to go out by unknown “friend) 

• How can we say "no" with confidence and courage? 

Write the responses on the bord in two columns:  
Safe Choices  
Risky Choices 
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VIII. BRIEF REFLECTION AND CLOSURE 
1. Each child ends a sentence: 

o "I have learned that..." 
o "The next time someone offers me something suspicious, I will..." 

2. Pupils can write a short letter to Pinocchio: 
"Dear Pinocchio, if I were you, I would have… " 

3. Final message from the teacher: 
"We are all like Pinocchio at times – curious and gullible. But it is important to listen to the 
voice of conscience and recognise when someone is not wishing us well." 

 

Warning signs for the children  

• Sudden changes in behaviour (withdrawal, fear). 

• Frequent absenteeism or school avoidance. 

• Frequent requests for leave due to abdominal pain, etc. 

• Telling stories that suggest contact with strangers (in real life or online). 

• Inexplicable gifts, money, or objects. 

• Visible anxiety when talking about safety or trust. 

     These signs do not necessarily imply child trafficking, but they do signal that the child is at risk and 
needs extra attention. 
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THE FOX 

Ticket for the land of toys 
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GEPPETTO 
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THE CAT 
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PINOCCHIO 
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 THE CRICKET 
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THE FAIRY 
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