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Questions: Support to communities hosting refugees in Armenia

	Should the budget estimate  - Appendix II -- also be signed? 

	Yes, the Budget Estimate (Appendix II) must also be signed. It must be signed by the Grantee's representative.

As a reminder, in section 13 of the Application form (Appendix I), in the signature section, there must be the signature of the head of the community and the official seal of the municipality.

	Is the community contribution considered at least 10% of the maximum amount of the grant (10,500,000 AMD)?
	Yes, the community's contribution should be at least 10% of the maximum grant amount of AMD 10,500,000.
It should be taken into account that only the budget lines with the amount requested through the Grant, and not the complete budget of the project, are filled in the Budget table of Annex II, which is attached to the Project application. Community contribution should not be included in the general lines of the estimated budget.
In other words, in the estimated  budget lines (1-7) of the of the Grant, only the budget of the Grant is introduced.

	Can human resource investment be considered as co-financing?
	Yes, according to the Call for Proposals, each applicant must contribute at least 10% of the grant through their own funds or contributions from third parties. Co-financing can be implemented in the form of financial or human resources, in-kind contributions or income generated through an activity or project.

	In which part of the budget should the contribution of the community be presented?
	If the community plans an in-kind contribution, it should be described in the "Contribution by the Grantee" field of the Budget.
If the community plans a financial contribution, the amount and currency of the financial contribution should be specified against the "Contribution by the Grantee" field of the Budget.

	In case of being awarded a grant project, is it necessary to present a separate bank account?
	Yes, you need to present a separate account if you are awarded a grant project.

	Is previous experience with the Resilience Building Strategies (ReBuS) toolkit a prerequisite for submitting a grant project application?
	Previous experience with the ReBuS toolkit is not a prerequisite for submitting a grant project application.
However, once the grants are awarded, communities shall commit to working with the toolkit and developing resilience strategies.

	Do we have to use the ReBuS toolkit if we are not awarded a grant?
	In case of not being awarded a grant, it is not mandatory to apply the ReBuS toolkit. However, the CoE will support those municipalities that would like to use this toolkit.

	Can the acquisition of some technical means or other complementary equipment for the community be considered as the main direction of the project?
	[bookmark: _Hlk161062203]The acquisition of certain technical means or other additional equipment for the community can only be a component of the project. The project  application cannot be directed exclusively to the purchase of property. Any such acquisition must be clearly and unambiguously directed to the objectives of the grant scheme launched by the CoE: addressing issues of the refugees who had to flee from Karabakh in the Republic of Armenia in September-October 2023 such as information, education, shelter and housing, social services, access to livelihood opportunities and labour markets, integration, childcare, and psycho-social support.

	Can a municipality involve any NGO to implement the grant project?

	Within the scope of this grant scheme, the municipality can purchase services from an individual expert, organisation, or company. In other words, the municipality can involve any NGO or NGO representative in the framework of purchasing/providing services. 

The actions provided by the grant scheme can be carried out by the municipal employees in cooperation with outside experts/organisations/companies. 

It should also be noted that, as stated in the Call for Proposals, projects/activities providing financial support to third parties (i.e., re-granting schemes) will not be considered under this grant scheme. In other words, in case of being selected for a grant, the municipality may not use the same grant amount to award a grant to any organisation, including any NGO.


	Is it possible to apply for this grant project within the framework of inter-municipal cooperation?

	Of course, the grant project can be implemented by one or more communities together. However, even in that case, it is envisaged that the application must be submitted by one applicant. Therefore, that same applicant / community head must sign and affix the official seal of the municipality in section 13 of the Application Form (Appendix I) in the signature section.




