November 2nd, 2018

CANDIDACY FOR THE POSITION OF VICE-PRESIDENCY
IN THE CONGRESS OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES

Hereby | would like to declare my interest for the position of Vice Presidency of
the Local Chamber of the Congress for the period of 2018 — 2020.

In my capacity deputy head of the Turkish Delegation | am motivated to serve the Congress
within the motivation reasons mentioned below;

Today Europe is facing great difficulties: the economic crisis, mistrust in politics and
politicians, the lack of solidarity towards refugees and migrants, the rise of extremism,
nationalism and terrorism are threatening our societies. In this context, more than ever, the
contribution of local and regional elected representatives to the work of central governments
is indispensable. Solutions to many of today's problems lie in municipalities, cities and

regions.

Local and regional authorities are the level closest to citizens and to the most vulnerable
individuals in the community. | am convinced that extremist and radical leanings can be
countered by education and prevention on the ground. Local and regional authorities are also
in the front line in dealing with the reception and integration of migrants and refugees, which
should be done with full respect for their human rights.

My vision of cohesive, peaceful societies which can overcome the temptation of using
violence to achieve political goals, requires that local leaders become both prime actors of
dialogue but also act as an interface, a link between individuals of different cultural or
religious communities. Leaders must not only show the way but also they must know how to
work and to cooperate with civil society.

Sincerely Yours,

Mrd. Gaye DOGANOGLU
Member of the EPP Group /Chamber of Local Authorities
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