
 

1 
 

 
 

 
 

CGU(2023)FirstMeeting/LOP 
30 November - 1 December 2023 

 
Consultation Group on the Children of Ukraine (CGU) 

 

First meeting (hybrid) 

 30 November – 1 December 2023 

List of Participants  

Prepared by the Secretariat 
children@coe.int  
www.coe.int/cgu  

 

 

Country/Organisation 
  
 

Representatives from Council of Europe member States 
 

Country 
 

Name and Title Institution Presence 

Albania Silena Tola, Legal Expert Office of the Minister of State 
for Youth and Children 

Online 

Armenia  Anahit Khachatryan, Head of the 
Children's Rights Protection 
Department 

Human Rights Defender’s Office  Online 

Anahit Manukyan Human Rights Defenders Office  Online 

Belgium Toke Vangompel, Project 
Coordinator AMIF 

Ministry of Justice In person 

Bulgaria Marga Stoyanova, Senior Expert of 
the Directorate for Child Policies and 
Programmes 

State Agency for Child 
Protection 

In person 

Czech Republic Kristýna Jůzová Kotalová, 
Governmental expert for 
coordination of integration and 
adaptation of Ukrainian refugees 

Ministry of Labour and Social 
Affairs 

In person 

mailto:children@coe.int
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/cgu
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Croatia Marija Lukec Presker, Director of the 
Directorate for Family and Social 
Policy 

Ministry of Labour, Pension 
System, Family and Social Policy 

Online 

Denmark Oscar Hermud Olsen, Head of Section Ministry of Social Affairs and 
Housing 

Online 

Finland Dr Laura Yliruka, Development 
Manager 

Finnish Institute for Health and 
Welfare 

In person 

France 

Daniel Mathieu, Project Manager of 
Ukraine Task Force 

General Secretariat of Ministry 
of Social Affairs 

In person 

Antonina Gain, Head of Ukraine Task 
Force 

General Secretariat of Ministry 
of Social Affairs 

In person 

Georgia Maka Peradze, Head of the Human 
Rights Secretariat  

Administration of the 
Government of Georgia 

Online 

Germany Alina Kuhl, National expert Federal Ministry for Family 
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women 
and Youth 

Online 

Greece Vasileios Fragkos, Legal Expert Ministry of Migration and 
Asylum 

In person 

Hungary Dr Andrea Kuhl, Lawyer  Ministry of Interior In person 

Iceland Linda Rós Alfreðsdóttir, Senior 
Advisor (Lead expert)   

Ministry of Education and 
Children 

Online 

Stella Hallsdóttir, Legal Adviser Ministry of Education and 
Children 

Online 

Ireland Desmond Delaney, Chief social 
worker 

Department of Children, 
Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth 

In person 

Italy Dr Alfredo Ferrante, Head of Unit of 
the Department of family policies 

Office of the Prime Minister  In person 

Latvia Linda Liepa, Deputy Director of 
Children and Family Policy 
Department 

Ministry of Welfare Online 

Lithuania Giedrė Mikalauskienė, Senior Advisor 
of Family and Child Rights Protection 
Group 

Ministry of Social Security and 
Labour 

In person 

Luxembourg Dylan Siry, Chargé de mission Permanent Representation of 
Luxembourg to the Council of 
Europe 

In person 

Malta Darlene May Gauci, Senior Manager Ministry for Social Policy and 
Children’s Rights 

Online 

Republic of Moldova  Anastasia Gruzin, Deputy Chief Ministry of Labour and Social 
Protection 

In person 

Netherlands Frouke Adema, Legal 
Guardian/National Coordinator 
Ukraine 

Nidos In person 

Moniek Sagna, Regional Manager 
Schiphol 

Nidos Online 

Achinta Pengel, Legal Guardian/ 
National Coordinator Ukraine 

Nidos Online 

Donna Walstra, Senior Policy Adviser Ministry of Justice Online 

Norway Eivind Rydland, Advisor Directorate for Children, Youth 
and Family Affairs 

In person 
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Poland 
 

Piotr Kłysz, Prosecutor - Chief 
Specialist  

Ministry of Justice In person 

Joanna Kocot, Expert Ministry of Family and Social 
Policy 

Online 

Katarzyna Ziółkowska, Expert on 
Legal Issues 

Ministry of Digitalisation Online 

Portugal Tatiana Jorge National Coordination Child 
Guarantee 

Online 

Romania Cristina Mirela Cuculas, Secretary 
General 

National Authority for the 
Protection of Children Rights 
and Adoption 

Online 

Slovak Republic Andrej Vršanský, Member Council of the Government for 
Mental Health 

Online 

Slovenia Ružica Boškić, Secretary Ministry of Labour, Family, 
Social affairs and Equal 
opportunities 

Online 

Sweden Ola Florin, Deputy Director of the 
Division for Social Services and 
Disability Policy 

Ministry of Health and Social 
Affairs 

Online 

Laura Korhonen, Professor of child 
and adolescent psychiatry, senior 
consultant; Director 

Barnafrid, National Centre on 
Violence Against Children 

Online 

Olga Granlöf Barnafrid, National Centre on 
Violence Against Children 

Online 

Lena Grafl Barnafrid, National Centre on 
Violence Against Children 

Online 

Switzerland Jean-Marie Bouverat, Senior Advisor Federal Social Insurance Office In person 

Türkiye Gülbahar Bayrak, Expert of Family 
and Social Services 

Ministry of Family and Social 
Services 

In person 

Zeynep Alioglu, Assistant Expert of 
the Directorate General of Child 
Services 

Ministry of Family and Social 
Services 

Online 

Ukraine Iryna Postolovska, Deputy Minister Ministry of Social Policy In person 

Nazar Tanasyshyn, Deputy Minister Ministry of Social Policy Online 

Ihor Pittsyk, Deputy Director General 
of the Directorate for Overcoming 
Difficult Life Circumstances; Head of 
the Expert Group on Ensuring and 
Protecting Children’s Rights 

Ministry of Social Policy In person 

Iryna Tulyakova, Head of the 
Coordination Centre for Family 
Upbringing and Child Care 
Development 

Ministry of Social Policy Online 

Alla Perfetska, Lawyer on 
international legislation in the field 
of ensuring and protecting children's 
rights at the Project Office 

Ministry of Social Policy  Online 

Yaroslav Zahorodniev, State Expert 
of the Expert Group on Ensuring and 
Protecting Children's Rights of the 

Ministry of Social Policy Online 
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Directorate for Overcoming Difficult 
Life Circumstances 

Yuriy Polurez, Ambassador at Large Ministry of Foreign Affairs Online 

Vasyl Lutsyk, Head National Social Service  Online 

Nataliya Nikolayenko, Senior 
Specialist of the Division of Internal 
Cooperation on Child’s Rights 
Protection of the Department for 
Implementation of the State Family 
Policy 

National Social Service  Online 

Daria Herasymchuk, Advisor -
Commissioner of the President of 
Ukraine for Children’s Rights and 
Rehabilitation  

 Online 

Mstyslav Banik, Director of the 
Directorate for the Development of 
Electronic Services 

Ministry of Digital 
Transformation 

Online 

Olha Zozulia, Head of the Division on 
International Legal Assistance in Civil 
Matters of the Subdepartment on 
International Legal Assistance of the 
Department of International 
Cooperation and Representation 

Ministry of Justice Online 

Liudmyla Protasenko, Deputy to the 
Permanent Representative 

Permanent Representation to 
the Council of Europe 

Online 

United Kingdom Sheila Shuttlewood, Team Leader, 
Safeguarding Unit 

Department of Education Online 

Mark Gorey, Deputy to the 
Permanent Representative 

Permanent Representation to 
the Council of Europe 

In person 

 
Representatives from international organisations 

 

Institution 
 

Name and Title Presence 

European Commission (DG Just) 

Alexander Ivantchev, International Relations 
Officer  

Online 

Haldi Koit, Legislative Officer Online 

Marlene Ostrop, Trainee Online 

Angele Sears-Debono, Legal and Policy Officer Online 

Marie Delplace, International Relations Officer, 
Ukraine Country Desk 

In person 

 
European Union Asylum Agency (EUAA) 

Nilde Robotti, Vulnerability Officer Online 

Sharon Kassahun, Asylum Support Officer in the 
Reception and Vulnerability Sector 

Online 

Marion Jaillard, Training Officer  Online 

European Commission External Action Service 
(EEAS) 

Inès Bencheikh, Desk Officer Ukraine Online 

Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) Monica Gutierrez Arques, Expert on children’s 
rights and migration 

In person 

Hague Conference on Private international law 
(HCCH) 

Philippe Lortie, First Secretary, Lawyer In person 

Laura Martinez-Mora, Secretary, Lawyer Online 



 

5 
 

Loren Ovens, Trainee Online 

UNHCR 

Angela Moore, Senior Community-Based 
Protection Officer (Geneva) 

In person 

Delphine Leneutre, Legal Associate (Strasbourg) In person 

Denise Baruch-Kotulla, Legal Officer (Geneva) In person 

UN Committee on the Rights of the Child 
 

Benoit Van Keirsbilck, Member In person 

UNICEF ECARO Henrik Ingrids, Child Protection Specialist In person 

Guzal Kamalova, Child Protection Specialist Online 

UNICEF Ukraine  
 

Werner Hofs, Child Protection Specialist (Kyiv) Online 

International Commission on Civil Status 
 

Nicolas Nord, Secretary General In person 

 

Representatives from CoE Steering Committees and Monitoring bodies 
 

Committee or Monitoring body 
 

Name and Title Presence 

Lanzarote Committee 
 

Artur Degteariov, Member In person 

European Committee of Social Rights  
 

Aoife Nolan, President Online 

European Committee for Legal Co-operation 
(CDCJ) 

Ellen Ensing, Member Online 

Steering Committee for the Rights of the Child 
(CDENF) 

Paloma Torres, Expert Online 

 

Representatives from Civil society organisations 
 

Organisation 
 

Name and Title Presence 

Child Circle Rebecca O’Donnell, Director Online 

European Guardianship Network Rebecca O’Donnell, Policy Adviser 

Defence for Children International (Greece) 
 

Nantina Tsekeri, Founder and CEO 
In person 

Eurochild (Hope and Homes for Children) Irina Papancheva, Senior EU Advocacy Advisor Online 

Francesca Pisanu, EU Junior Policy and 
Advocacy Officer 

Online 

Hope for Children 
  

Katarina Mellisari, Child Protection Coordinator 
Online 

European Network of Ombudspersons for 
Children (ENOC) 

Polina Atanasova, Principal Coordinator Online 

Andres Aru, Bureau member and Head of the 
Children’s Rights Unit at the Ombudsman’s 
Office of Estonia  

Online 

International Social Service (ISS) 
 

Carlotta Alloero, Senior Child Protection Lawyer 
In person 

La Strada Ukraine 
 

Kateryna Cherepakha, President 
Online 

Missing Children Europe 
Alyona Samar, Project Officer for Ukraine 
response and cross-border coordination 

In person 

Raoul Wallenberg Institute  Morten Kjaerum, Director Online 



 

6 
 

of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law 
 

Zuzana Zalanova, Director of Europe Office  
In person 

 

                                                                                          Experts 
 

Organisation 
 

Name Presence 

Independent Child Protection expert, 
Facilitator of the CGU  

Jean-Claude Legrand  
 

In person 

 

Council of Europe Secretariat 
 

Entity 
 

Name and Title Presence 

Directorate of Anti-Discrimination, Directorate 
General of Democracy and Human Dignity 

Jeroen Schokkenbroek, Director In person 

Children's Rights and Sport Values 
Department, Directorate General of 
Democracy and Human Dignity 

Irena Guidikova, Head of Department In person 

Children’s Rights Division, Directorate General 
of Democracy and Human Dignity 

Regina Jensdottir, Head of Division and Council 
of Europe Coordinator for the Rights of the Child 

In person 

Children’s Rights Division, Directorate General 
of Democracy and Human Dignity  

Jennifer Schuetze-Reymann, Advisor to the 
Council of Europe Consultation Group on the 
Children of Ukraine 

In person 

Steering Committee for the Rights of the Child 
(CDENF), Children’s Rights Division, 
Directorate General of Democracy and Human 
Dignity 

Katrin Uerpmann, Secretary  Online 

Zeynep Usal-Kanzler, Co-Secretary Online 

María Asensio Velasco, Assistant Lawyer Online 

Cooperation Projects Unit, Children’s Rights 
Division, Directorate General of Democracy 
and Human Dignity 

Zaruhi Gasparyan, Head In person 

Ovidiu Majina, Senior Project Manager Online 

Children’s Rights Division, Directorate General 
of Democracy and Human Dignity 

Maia Mamulashvili, Communications Officer Online 

Execution of ECtHR Judgements, Directorate 
General Human Rights and Rule of Law 

Pavlo Pushkar, Head of Division In person 

Execution of ECtHR Judgements, Directorate 
General Human Rights and Rule of Law 

Nadiia Zadorozhna, Lawyer Online 

European Committee for Legal Co-operation 
(CDCJ), Directorate General Human Rights and 
Rule of Law 

Philippe Krantz, Lawyer, Co-Secretary to 

CJ/ENF-ISE  

Online 

PACE Secretariat Angela Garabagiu, Secretary of the Committee 
on Migration, Refugees and Displaced Persons 

Online 

Jannick Devaux, Secretary to the Committee on 
Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable 
Development 

Online 

Oksana Senja, Trainee Online 

GRETA, Directorate General of Democracy and 
Human Dignity 

Stephanie Burel, Project Manager  In person 

Violence against Women Division, Directorate 
General of Democracy and Human Dignity 

Françoise Kempf, Administrator Online 

 

https://cs.coe.int/_layouts/orgchart/orgchart.aspx?lcid=1033&key=1123&NameSimple=Guidikova&open=false
https://cs.coe.int/_layouts/orgchart/orgchart.aspx?lcid=1033&key=1123&NameSimple=Guidikova&open=false

