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The CEFR website (www.coe.int/lang-cefr) has been designed in order to highlight the key aspects of
the CEFR vision for teaching and learning, the CEFR descriptors, and ideas for implementing the
concepts in the CEFR in course planning, classroom teaching and assessment. All the information about
the CEFR as a framework that was already on the site is also still there under the tab The Framework.

In addition to the reorganization itself, quite a wide range of resources have been added to the various
tabs and subtabs of the site, including videos, documents, workshop materials, recommended websites,
and articles on open access. Unfortunately, the tab “Resources” itself has not yet been reorganised, but
the intention is to list there all the resources now available on the site.

The main website tabs are now:
- Home (revised)
- The Framework (merged from existing tabs)
- News / Events (new)
- Key Concepts (new)
- Descriptors (revised)
- ldeas for Implementation (new)
- Resources (to be developed)

The full organisation of the website is now as shown in the table below:

-
The Framework News/Events Key Concepts [ Descriptors ] Ideas for Implementation ~Resources
-Key -The Council of -2022 Online -Transparency | -CEFR -Course planning [to be
Concepts Europe and workshops and Coherence | Descriptors - Reference Level developed]
-Descriptors | Language -2021 Online -The - Global scale Descriptions
-Ideas for Education workshops user/learner - Self- - Guide for
Implemen- -Purposes of the -2020 Web as a social assessment implementation
tation CEFR conference agent grid - Classroom Teaching
-Levels -2018 Webinar | -Action- - Language - Transparency &
- The CEFR oriented activities and Coherence
Levels Approach strategies - The user/learner as
- Nlustrations of - - Plurilingual/- social agent
levels Plurilingualism cultural - Action-orientated
- Reference -Mediation - Language Approach
Level -Online competences - Plurilingualism
Descriptions interaction - Signing - Mec_iiati_on _
—Descriptive _Phonological Competences - Online |n‘;eract|0n
Scheme competence -Supplementary - PhOﬂOlOg|CaI
-History Descriptors competence
- Development - Extras from - Assessment
of the CEFR Companion - Classroom
S Volume Assessment
-Responsibilities - Young - Tests &
of member states learners Examinations
-Recommend- - From - Projects
ations Portfolios
- Lingualevel
- Eaquals



http://www.coe.int/lang-cefr

Home

The dynamic banner at the top of the page scrolls through the items under the News/Events tab.
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WORKSHOP SERIES 2022 and formative
Promoting action-oriented plurilingualand | ASSessMent

intercultural education

View all News

Online Workshop

diation in/for the

Under the text in the centre of the page are three boxes, highlighting respectively the CEFR Key
Aspects, the Descriptors, and Ideas for Implementation. At the bottom of the page there are short

video clips explaining some of the key aspects, with teacher voices.
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The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, teaching, assessment - Companion
volume broadens the scope of language education, reflecting academic and societal developments since the CEFR
publication in 2001. It presents the key aspects of the CEFR for teaching and learning in a user-friendly form and
contains the complete set of extended CEFR descriptors, replacing the 2001 set. These now include descriptors for
mediation, online interaction, plurilingual/pluricultural competence, and sign language competences. The
illustrative descriptors have been adapted with modality-inclusive formulations for sign languages and all
descriptors are now gender-neutral.

This publication marks a crucial step in the Council of Europe’s engagement with language education, which seeks to
protect linguistic and cultural diversity, promote plurilingual and intercultural education, reinforce the right to
quality education for all, and enhance intercultural dialogue, social inclusion and democracy.
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The new version updates and extends the CEFR 2001, which was designed to provide a transparent, coherent and
comprehensive basis for the elaboration of language syllabuses and curriculum guidelines, the design of teaching
and learning materials, and the assessment of foreign language proficiency.

Key concepts CEFR Descriptors Ideas for implementation
n
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The CEFR online:

CEFR - Companion
volume (2020)

French version (Version
frangais)

Arabic version (4l Gl

Basque version (Euskarazko
bertsioa)

Italian version (Versione
italiana)

Spanish version (Versién en
espafiol)

Turkish version (Turkge
versiyonu)

CEFR - Companion volume
with new descriptors (2018)

CEFR (2001)

CEFR Descriptors
(Searchable)

Language Policy Portal



On the right of the Home Page, as on some other pages, the ‘CEFR online’ is listed: the CEFR
Companion Volume (2020); the translations of it available, the 2018 version, and finally the CEFR 2001.

News/Events
This tab lists CEFR events held since 2018. Clicking on an event opens a page with details and materials.
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CEFR ONLINE WORKSHOP SERIES 2022 | NUMBER 9
gty Developing CEFR-based assessment rubrics and rating
'WORKSHOP SERIES 2022 . . .
scales for interaction and production

2 DECEMBER 2022 QONLINE

The ninth workshop of CEFR Online Workshop Series 2022 entitled "Developing CEFR-based assessment rubrics and rating
scales for interaction and production” took place on Thursday, 1 December 2022. The workshop focused on developing
rating scales and rubrics for assessing productive and integrated...

OOV

CEFR ONLINE WORKSHOP SERIES 2022 | NUMBER 8

el Mediation in/for the language classroom: Learning
'WORKSHOP SERIES 2022 . . .
situations and formative assessment

Language Policy Portal

3 NOVEMBER 2022 ONLINE

.coe.int/l
The eighth workshop of CEFR Online Workshop Series 2022 entitled "Mediation in/for the language classroom - Learning WASOEHIIENS

situations and formative assessment" tokk place on Thursday, 3 November 2022. The implementation of such a rich
construct as mediation to language learning offers a wide array of...
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The eighth workshop of CEFR Online Workshop Series 2022 entitled "Mediation in/for the language classroom - Learning

situations and formative assessment" tokk place on Thursday, 3 November 2022. Spanish version (Versién en
espafiol)

The implementation of such a rich construct as mediation to language learning offers a wide array of pedagogical

) opportunities, notably the possibility of designing new learning situations and fostering formative assessment. In this Turklish version (Tarkce
webinar the participants explored both these dimensions by focusing on the KSAs (knowledge, skills and abilities) required versiyonu)

B when mediating in a foreign language and how these KSAs can be integrated in learning activities and in self- and peer- CEFR - Companion volume

D assessment rubrics for students to monitor their output. with new descriptors (2018)

a The workshop was facilitated by Adolfo Sdnchez Cuadrado. Mr Cuadrado holds a BA in Translation and Interpreting (ES, EN, CEFR (2001)

DE) from the University of Granada (Spain), an MA in Foreign Language Pedagogy from the University of Delaware (USA) and

CEFR Descriptors
a PhD in Linguistics from the University of Granada, v

(Searchable)
He is a lecturer in Linguistics at the University of Granada. He has also taught at the University of Delaware 1999-2000, at the
Modern Language Centre of the University of Granada 2000-2016, and at University College London 2016-2018. His research
interests lie within the fields of pedagogical translation, linguistic mediation, cross-linguistic cognitive grammar, and
language teacher training. He has edited a monograph on mediation in language learning (Mediacién en el aprendizaje de
lenguas, Anaya 2022). He contributed as main translator to the official translation of the CEFR Companion volume into % Contact us
Spanish.

The working language of the workshop was English.
@ Download the Handout

Download the Presentation

Watch Discussion | - Familiarisation with rubrics (16:02)

n Watch the Presentation (42:48)
E ) 3

Watch Discussion Il - Designing a rubric (11:28)



The Framework

This tab contains a lot of subtabs on the history behind and purpose of the CEFR as well as information

about the CEFR Common Reference Levels, as well as relevant Council of Europe Recommendations.
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Purposes of the CEFR

Descriptive scheme
The Council of Eurof plurilingualism, linguistic diversity and

. . | The CEFR Levels . sp -
language learning in e carried out within the framework of the

OOV

European Cultural C illustrations of levels > | Reception (listening and
. reading) .
The Language Policy Progr Reference Level Descriptians es (Enlarged Partial
Agreement [ECML] - Graz, | (rp) Written production arter for Regional or
Minority Languages togeth cil of Europe for dealing
with language issues. History Spoken interaction and
production
. Responsibility of member
Language Poli¢ states
The Language Policy Progri Recommendations bourg is responsible to all member states for the
development of policy and gurecrrcs o prommowe mgusacdiversity and plurilingualism, and of reference
instruments for policy planning and standards. Co-operation programmes have been carried out for over six decades The Council of Europe and
in an intergovernmental framework. They concern not only modern languages, but also languages of schooling and Language education

he i i f mi X
the integration of migrants Purposes of the CEFR
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Key concepts
This tab, in addition to the overview page, contains materials explaining the key concepts of the CEFR.
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Home News and events The framework ~ Key concepts ~ Descriptors ~ Ideas for implementation ~ Resources *
Youare here: Democracy and Human Dignity -~ Common Europeal - Transparency and coherence R) * Key concepts
) Key CO n Ce ptS The user/learner as a social
agent
B The action-oriented approach
D The CEFR Companion volume underlines a shift situated and integrated nature of s " Bt
a language learning and language use. Many of th  Plurilingualism and R 2001 were very innovative and shbeamE

new to the majority of the field, Some of these ¢ Pluriculturalism

descriptors to align curriculum, teaching and as

ciency approach; the use of
raction; and self-assessment and

LLEARNING, TEACHING,
ASSESSMENT

learner autonomy were widely adopted. Others Mediation e agency of the user/learner as a
social agent; the action-oriented approach; med{ Qnline interaction m, needed more time to allow
theorization and practical bottom-up developm years or so. Now these less widely
implemented concepts are further developed af  Phonological competence ion volume. This section of the

website outlines the major characteristics of some of the more significant of them.

Read more

KEY CONCEPTS

Transparency and coherence

Videos

Watch the video The Common European Framework of Reference - Companion volume: An interview with
Brian North (2019: Wolfgang Hallett) (19:24) The user/learners as a social
agent



The submenu is displayed on the right as well as in the drop-down menu. Each key concept has its

own page with short explanatory texts, videos, documents, and articles, as shown for the action-

oriented approach. There is also a button to go directly to the Ideas on implementing this concept.
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The action-oriented approach

The action-oriented approach is rooted in a constructivist paradigm and takes task-based learning to a level where the class
and the outside world are integrated in genuine communicative practices. In addition, the approach emphasizes learner
agency.

Key concepts he action-oriented approa

U O

The action-oriented approach promotes the organization of learning through realistic, unifying scenarios, which span several
lessons and lead up to a final collaborative task/project.

Action-oriented scenarios are usually developed through steps which involve communicative activities of reception,
production, interaction, and the mediation of concepts and/or communication, inspired by CEFR descriptors. The final phase
of the scenario is the collaborative production of an artefact or performance. Learners decide how to accomplish the
task/project; teachers provide language input, resources, and support to class, group or individuals as required.

There is a focus on autonomy and authenticity of materials, topics and practices. Learners may use sources in various
languages and work in a plurilingual way. Self-assessment of results with selected descriptors is quite common.

KEY CONCEPTS

Transparency and coherence

Ideas for implementation

Videos The user/learners as a social agent

The action-oriented approach (2022: Council of Europe) The action-oriented approach

Descriptors
This tab remains largely unchanged. There are two subtabs, for the official, calibrated CEFR descriptors,
and for recommended supplementary descriptors adapted from the CEFR for different purposes.
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Home News and events The framework ~ Key concepts + Descriptors Ideas for implementation ~ Resources ~

You are here: Democracy and Human Dignity Commeon Europe ramework of Referencd  CEFR Des:riptor‘s Descriptor

C E F R D eSC r'l pto r Bank of supplementary

descriptors

The CEFR Common Reference levels are fully defined in a structured set of illustrative ‘can-do’
descriptors for many different categories.

OO

The original descriptors for both the CEFR and European Language Portfolio were based on those developed in a Swiss
National Research Project while also drawing on earlier Council of Europe’s “threshold levels” specifications. The descriptors
have been updated and extended in a large-scale international project resulting in the publication of the: CEFR Companion
volume in 2020.

Videos

CEFR Companion volume - Descriptors for mediation and related concepts (2018: Enrica Piccardo & Brian North) (50:53)

Documents

Developing illustrative descriptors of aspects of mediation for the CEFR (2016: Brian North and Enrica Piccardo)

Articles

Developing new CEFR descriptor scales and expanding the existing ones: constructs, approaches and
methodologies (2019: Brian North & Enrica Piccardo)



Ideas for Implementation.

As with The Framework and the Key Aspects, there is a lot of material under this tab, focused on
Course planning, Classroom teaching, Assessment (Classroom Assessment as well as Tests and
Examinations.
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You are here: [ (CEFR Course planning

| d ea S '[:O r | m p | e m e ntat | O n Classroom teaching > | Transparency and

coherence in the classroom

Assessment >
The CEFR: Learners as social agents in

. . . . . . Projects the classroom
is a stimulus for reflection and subsequent innovation in language education;

U YO W

provides common reference points in the form of the CEFR levels in order to facilitate networking, synergies, al  Action-orientation in the
personal mobility. classroom

The 2007 intergovernmental Policy forum The Common European Framework of Reference for languages (CEFR) and the Plurilingualism in the
development of language policies: challenges and responsibilities made it clear that, although it is the responsibility of th  classroom

member states to respect the integrity of the common reference levels when aligning their curriculum and assessment t¢

them, itis the first aim, the use of the CEFR to improve the quality of language education, that is most important. Mediation in the classroom

Alignment to the CEFR needs to take account of both these aspects. The array of CEFR descriptors can help to do this. A | gpline interaction in the
fundamental message of the CEFR is that Course planning, Teaching and_ Assessment should be aligned with each other | classroom
through the use of CEFR key concepts and Descriptors to help define educational objectives.

Phonology in the classroom

Documents Marta

Pathways through assessing, learning and teaching in the CEFR: Guide (2011: ECML)

Classroom teaching has tabs for each Key Aspect, with workshops, documents, websites, articles etc.
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You are here: Democra D Eurof ; f Course planning

Action-orientation in the classr( ceswenwacin > | Transparency and

o coherence in the classroom
@ Assessment >

The action-oriented approach is rooted in a constructivist paradigm and takes task-base Learners as social agents in
@ . . . . A . . Projects the classroom

and the outside world are integrated in genuine communicative practices. In addition, t

agency. 7 . o[
9 BeNcy Action-orientation in the

More on the concept » classroom
Plurilingualism in the
Workshops classroom
Developing an action-oriented pathway in the classroom (2021: Danielle Hunter) Mediation in the classroom

Developing meaningful tasks for teaching, learning and assessment with the action-oriented approach (2021: Johann Fis Online interaction in the

The action-oriented approach: from theory to practice (2022: Enrica Piccardo) classroom

Phonology in the classroom
Documents
Marta

LINguistic and Cultural Diversity REinvented (LINCDIRE) - Info sheet (2019: Enrica Piccardo)

Action-oriented approach: Handbook (2019: Danielle Hunter et al.)

Websites



Assessment is also a tab with many submenus and materials.
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Home News and events The framework ~ Key concepts ~ Descriptors ~ Ideas for implementation ~ Resources ~
You are here: Democracy and Human Dignit Commeon European Framewark of Reference for Languages (CE Course planning
. .

© Ideas for implementation Clossoom eaching >
Q Assessment > Classroom assessment

The CEFR:
o . X X . _ X Projects Tests/Examinations > | Relating examinations tc

is a stimulus for reflection and subsequent innovation in language education; CEFR

@ provides common reference points in the form of the CEFR levels in order to facilitate networking, synergies, and

personal mobility. Further Material

The 2007 intergovernmental Policy forum The Common European Framework of Reference for languages (CEFR) and the Developing tests and

development of language policies: challenges and responsibilities made it clear that, although it is the responsibility of the examining
member states to respect the integrity of the common reference levels when aligning their curriculum and assessment to

them, it is the first aim, the use of the CEFR to improve the quality of language education, that is most important.

Using lllustrative tasks

Alignment to the CEFR needs to take account of both these aspects. The array of CEFR descriptors can help to do this. A
fundamental message of the CEFR is that Course planning, Teaching and Assessment should be aligned with each other
through the use of CEFR key concepts and Descriptors to help define educational objectives.

Documents

Pathways through assessing, learning and teaching in the CEFR: Guide (2011: ECML)

The Assessment page lists resources relevant to all types of assessment. The short video on “Learning-
oriented assessment” is particularly good.
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Assessment

One of the main aims of providing descriptors is to facilitate an action-oriented approach to teacher assessment in the

classroom. The aim is to switch the focus to what learners show they can do, providing assessment as and for learning
(“learning-oriented assessment”) and not exclusively assessment of learning. Tests and examinations are play an important
role in an educational system, and can sometimes have a positive effect on teaching, but assessment is far broader than
testing. The primary function of assessment is to inform and facilitate teaching and learning.

OOV

Both Learning-oriented assessment on the one hand and aligning assessment to the CEFR descriptors on the other hand are
relevant to both assessment in the classroom and tests/examinations

As regards alignment, the CEFR website provides descriptors and video clips illustrating learner performances in order to
guide teachers and learners in their assessment of learning progress. More detailed information on alignment can be found
in the section on tests/examinations.

Videos
CEFR Companion volume - Assessment - Ensuring a balanced and principled approach (2018: Brian North) (38:22)

Learning-oriented assessment: The stages of the Learning-oriented assessment cycle (Cambridge Assessment)

Workshops

Developing CEFR-based assessment rubrics and rating scales for interaction and production (CEFR Online Workshop Series
2022: Claudia Harsch)

Assessing plurilingualism: An example from practice (CEFR Online Workshop Series 2022: Belinda Steinhuber)

Nariimante



Classroom assessment lists a large number of documents outlining various techniques, and the tab for
Tests and Examinations remains unchanged.
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Classroom assessment

The main role of classroom assessment is to inform teaching and support learning. CEFR descriptors - selected for actions
relevant to the task at the level(s) appropriate for the class - can be used to communicate the aims of a classroom task to
students and can also serve for teacher, peer and self-assessment of performance in the completion of the task. Here the
focus is on the actions illustrated in the descriptors rather than on the levels. This type of assessment, in combination with
observation notes and other feedback, is learning-oriented - formative rather than summative.

Sometimes teachers are also required to assess the CEFR levels attained by their students in order to report progress, Here
CEFR descriptors can also help. CEFR-based grids and checklists can provide the criteria to help reduce the subjectivity of
judgements, especially when supported by specific training and forms of "double marking".
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Documents

Pathways through assessing, learning and teaching in the CEFR (2011: Enrica Piccardo et al.)

Ateacher's guide to CEFR-based assessment procedures (2013: Eaquals)

Assessing CEFR level (2014: Brian North)

Reference guide for assessment tasks: Reading & listening (201 1: Brian North and Angeles Ortega)

"Can do" framework guiding teacher assessment - Info sheet (2019: Etsuko Shimo)

Classroom motivation and learning to learn in upper secondary - Info sheet (2019: Krista Kindt-Sarojarvi)

Raising learners awareness of their CEFR proficiency profile before a language stay abroad - Info sheet (2019: Riana
Walsh)

Classroom assessment in small groups - Info sheet (2019: Brian North)
Academic writing and speaking - ELTT initiative - Info sheet (2019: Armin Berger)

CEFR-based toolkit for end of primary and lower secondary - Lingualevel - Info sheet (2019: Monika Mettler et al.

Resources
As stated above, the Resources tab has not been replaced. It currently lists various CEFR-related
documents, the most important of which are available elsewhere on the site.



