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1. Opening of the meeting 
 
The meeting started at 9.15 a.m. on Monday 28 April 2025.  
 
2. Adoption of the draft agenda and order of business 
 
The Bureau adopted the draft agenda and the order of business of the meeting. 
 
3. Information by the Chair, members of the CDPC Bureau and the Secretariat 
 
The meeting began with an address by the Chair, Mr Fritz Zeder, who welcomed two new 
members of the Bureau, Ms Marie Charlotte Aubry (France) and Mr Klemen Princes (Slovenia). 
The Secretary of the CDPC, Ms Eva Pastrana, then outlined the work advanced in line with the 
list of decisions taken at the November 2024 CDPC Plenary, prioritising the legal instruments in 
the fields of environment, mutual legal assistance and mental health in prisons as well as the 
Committee’s future plans. She highlighted the need to amend the CDPC’s Terms of Reference, 
including the establishment of a sub-committee on the Smuggling of Migrants (SoM), and the 
reconvening of the Drafting Working group of AI and Criminal Law (AICL). She also mentioned 
the need to extend deadlines for some deliverables (e.g. on AI and Criminal Law, Restorative 
Justice) and shared brief information regarding the work towards the creation of the Tribunal on 
Ukraine and the role of Council of Europe conventions in the context of international co-operation 
relating to core international crimes, and the articulation between these conventions and the 
Ljubljana-The Hague Convention, as well as the functioning of the latter.  
 
Ms Garonne Bezjak informed the Bureau about an ongoing case at the United Nations Committee 
against Torture (UN CAT) in respect of Germany regarding the extradition of a complainant to 
Ukraine, mainly on the ground of insufficient detention conditions in times of war. The UN CAT 
has ruled that, in accordance with Rule 114, paragraph 1 of its Rules of Procedure, Germany is 
to refrain from extraditing the complainant while the complaint remains under the UN CAT’s 
examination. Germany will keep the CDPC Plenary informed on the outcome of this case. 
 
Ms Marta Corti informed the Bureau of her resignation from her positions as a member of the 
CDPC and of the Bureau, following her promotion, effective 1 May 2025. She also informed the 
Bureau that a new UK representative to the CDPC will be appointed soon. The Bureau members 
expressed their sincere regret at the departure of such an esteemed colleague. It was agreed that 
the agenda of the next Plenary meeting would include an item concerning the election of a new 
Bureau member to replace Ms Corti. 
 
The CDPC Chair highlighted the 24 April meeting of the Council of Europe Secretary General, 
Alain Berset, with the chairs of the intergovernmental committees (IGC), which focused on the 
potential contributions of IGC to the New Pact on Democracy, an initiative by the SG rooted in the 
Reykjavik principles on democracy. Mr Zeder, who was the rapporteur of Working Group 2: 
‘Democratic governance and integrity’, composed of the chairs of the Committee on AI (CAI), the 
Committee of legal advisers on public international law (CAHDI), the European Committee on 
legal cooperation (CDCJ) and the CDPC, stressed the group’s main conclusion: the importance 
of Rule of Law, which is intertwined to democracy (“without democracy, a stable rule of law is not 
possible”), and the standard-setting work by IGC contribution to revert the democratic backsliding, 
and reinforce public trust in systems and institutions. 
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4. Council for Penological Co-operation (PC-CP) 
 
 
The Bureau took note of the summary meeting report of the 37th PC-CP WG meeting, held on 4-
6 February in Valletta, Malta [Doc. PC-CP (2025) 4] and had an exchange of views with its 
Secretary, Ms Ilina Taneva [the Chair was excused in light of the effects of the ‘blackout’ crisis in 
Spain]. 
 
a. Mental health 
 
The Bureau also took note that following the Rapporteur Group on Legal Cooperation (GR-J) 
session of 11 February 2025, the CM Deputies adopted Recommendation CM/Rec(2025)2 of the 
Committee of Ministers to member States regarding the promotion of the mental health of 
prisoners and probationers and the management of their mental disorders, and took note of its 
Explanatory Report. 
 
b. Education in prison 
 
The Bureau took note that work on the updating and replacing of CM Recommendation Rec(89)12 
on education in prison is underway and that a first draft of the text, which is planned to be finalised 
by the end of 2025, was considered at the PC-CP Plenary meeting in November 2024. It was 
revised and complemented, and its draft explanatory report were considered at the 37th PC-CP 
WG meeting in February 2025. The work will continue at the 38th PC-CP WG meeting at the end 
of May 2025. The final draft Recommendation (accompanied by its Explanatory Report) is 
expected to be approved by the CDPC Plenary in November 2025 and sent to the Committee of 
Ministers for adoption.  
 
c. Foreign nationals in prison - updating CM/Rec (2012)12 concerning foreign prisoners 
and its Explanatory Report 
 
The CDPC Bureau took note that the PC-CP WG, in conformity with its mandate has started its 
work on the revision and updating of Recommendation CM/Rec (2012)12 concerning foreign 
prisoners and its Explanatory Report. The work is expected to be finished by the end of 2026. 
 
d. 30th Conference of Directors of Prison and Probation Services (CDPPS) “Can we move 
away from the overuse of Penal Sanctions?” (Krakow, Poland, 24-25 September 2025)  
 
The Bureau was invited to note that the 30th Council of Europe Annual Conference of Directors of 
Prisons and Probation Services will be held on 24-25 September 2025 in Krakow, Poland. The 
title of the Conference is “Can we move away from the overuse of penal sanctions?” Its keynote 
speech will be dedicated to the problem of the net widening of penal sanctions and the four 
workshops will consider the latest SPACE I and SPACE II data, use of data in penal policy and 
risk assessment; the promotion of positive health of prisoners and probationers and the trauma 
informed care; children with imprisoned parents; and the strategic approach by prison and 
probation services to crisis management. The CDPC was encouraged to send a representative 
to the CDPPS. 
 
The Bureau took note of the fact that the European Probation Rules will be revised with an 
extended deadline until 2027, the PC-CP willingness to contribute to the work on Restorative 
Justice (with a caution on the use of mediation in domestic violence cases) and the PC-CP 
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suggestion to consider the need for updating the European Rules for Juvenile Offenders subject 
to Sanctions or Measures when providing inputs to the review of the Guidelines on Child-friendly 
Justice. 
 
5. Committee of Experts on the operation of European conventions on co-operation in 

criminal matters (PC-OC) 
 
The Bureau took note of the list of decisions of the enlarged PC-OC Mod meeting of 25-27 March 
2025 and of the information provided by the Secretary of the PC-OC, Mr Hasan Bermek. 
 
The Bureau also took note of the information regarding progress towards the opening for 
signature of the draft Third Additional Protocol to the European Convention on Mutual Assistance 
in Criminal Matters, along with developments related to the accession of third States to Council 
of Europe conventions on international co-operation in criminal matters (ICCM). A future joint EU-
CoE cooperation (pilot) project to support the promotion of these conventions in non-EU countries 
was also discussed. 
 
The Bureau was also invited to take note of the discussions within the enlarged PC-OC Mod 
meeting and priorities in the current workplan of the PC-OC, notably regarding the examination 
of replies to questionnaires on confidentiality in mutual assistance proceedings and on the transfer 
of sentenced persons, on the supervision of conditionally sentenced or conditionally released 
offenders, on the PC-OC’s possible opinion on the Draft Additional Protocol being prepared by 
the PC-RAC (restricted to the ICCM-related matters), the prioritisation of the PC-OC’s work on 
the interplay between Council of Europe conventions and the Ljubljana-The Hague Convention. 
 
The CDPC Bureau finally decided to invite the Director or a representative from the Directorate 
of Legal Advice and Public International Law (DLAPIL) to present the technical legal documents 
for the establishment of a Special Tribunal for the Crime of Aggression against Ukraine which 
were recently finalised. 
 
6. Environment and Criminal Law 
 
The Bureau took note of the information provided by the Secretary of the CDPC on the 
presentation of the draft Convention on the Protection of the Environment through Criminal Law 
by the former Chair of the PC-ENV, Mr Šimon Pepřík, at the April session of the GR-J, including 
the amendments proposed by the Parliamentary Assembly in its opinion, which had also been 
raised during the negotiations, with the final text reflecting the consensus reached. One 
contribution from the Assembly was the important inclusion of a provision that the Convention 
would be applicable in times of peace as well as in occupation and wartime. Three of the 
Assembly’s recommendations aimed at correcting linguistic/clerical errors were accepted. The 
GR-J agreed to recommend that the CM Deputies adopt the draft Convention and its Explanatory 
Report at their meeting of 30 April 2025. The Convention is expected to be adopted at the 
Ministerial meeting in Luxembourg on 14 May 2025. 
 
The CDPC Bureau engaged in an exchange of views on measures to promote the Convention’s 
signature, by CoE MS and the EU, which played a prominent role during negotiations, when it 
opens for signature by the end of the year (date to be confirmed). 
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7. Smuggling of Migrants 
 
The Bureau heard a presentation by the Secretary of the CDPC, who reminded members that, 
based on the CDPC feasibility report and the decisions taken at the November 2024 CDPC 
Plenary Meeting, in February 2025, the CM Deputies endorsed the CDPC’s proposal to develop 
a Recommendation aimed at countering the smuggling of migrants and to establish an expert 
committee subordinated to the CDPC, to support that work and the reinforcement of the Action 
Plan on Fostering International Cooperation and Investigative Strategies in Combating the 
Smuggling of Migrants. This work responds to the commitment made by leaders at the Reykjavik 
Summit to address migrant smuggling as a priority.  
 
The Recommendation, to be completed within two years, is intended to complement existing 
international and regional (EU) legal frameworks, notably building on the UN Palermo Protocol, 
by promoting a balanced approach that addresses the criminal dimension of smuggling while 
upholding human rights. According to the last CDPC Plenary LoD, the focus should be on 
prosecuting the smugglers, especially the leaders, dismantling their criminal groups and criminal 
activities, and protecting the dignity and human rights of migrants, some of whom may be asylum 
seekers or victims of human rights violations. Among others, three key issues will be addressed: 
promoting more coherent criminal laws across countries, ensuring that humanitarian assistance 
is not criminalised and improving investigative tools for more effective investigations. 
 
The Bureau discussed the modalities for operationalising the Committee of Ministers’ decision 
and the next steps to reinforce the implementation of the Council of Europe Action Plan. To 
support the drafting of the Recommendation, the Bureau agreed to rely on the two experts who 
had contributed to the drafting of the CDPC’s feasibility study, the members of the Council of 
Europe network of prosecutors on the smuggling of migrants (SoM) and interested CDPC 
delegates or appointees. As of 2026, when the approved subcommittee will have dedicated staff 
and financial resources, its members will lead this work under the authority of the CDPC. 
 
The committee will also reinforce the implementation of the Council of Europe’s Action Plan. So 
far, as part of the Action Plan, a Network of Prosecutors on Migrant Smuggling has been 
established and 26 migration country profiles have been developed. 
 
The Bureau took note of the Secretary’s proposal to organise the annual meeting of the Network 
of Prosecutors in an enlarged format (similarly to but more technical than) the 2024 Conference 
on Smuggling of Migrants during the week starting 20 October 2025. This Conference will serve 
as a preparatory forum for the future Subcommittee tasked with drafting the Recommendation. 
The primary participants will be members of the Conference of Prosecutors and the CDPC 
delegates or appointees. 
 
Beyond developing effective and dissuasive penalties against smugglers, it is crucial to 
strengthen international judicial and law enforcement cooperation. The Council of Europe’s 
Conventions on extradition, mutual legal assistance, money laundering, and cybercrime are 
essential tools to disrupt smuggling activities. In this regard, the CDPC Bureau welcomed the 
planned exchange among PC-OC members on their experiences with SoM-related operations at 
its next Plenary meeting. 
 
The reply prepared by the CDPC to the Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 2283 (2024): 
“A shared European approach to address migrant smuggling” is expected to be adopted by the 
CM Deputies on 30 April 2025. 
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The CDPC Chair mentioned the EU state of play regarding this issue. 
 
Finally, the Bureau took note of the replacement of the Special Representative of the Secretary 
General on Refugees and Migrants by the creation of a new Division within the Council of Europe 
dedicated to working more broadly on migration-related issues, with which the CDPC Secretariat 
will liaise (with distinct yet cross-referenced action plans). 
 
8. Combating technology-facilitated violence against women and girls 
 
The Bureau took note of the report of the third meeting of the Committee of Experts on Combating 
Technology-Facilitated Violence Against Women and Girls (GEC/PC-eVIO), a joint subcommittee 
to the Gender Equality Commission (GEC) and to the CDPC, held on 3-4 April 2025 in Strasbourg. 
The Bureau also heard a presentation by the Chair of GEC/PC-eVIO, Ms Venus Mahmood, on 
the draft Recommendation on combatting technology-facilitated violence against women and girls 
or TFVAWG (which will be distributed among the CDPC members), followed by an exchange with 
her on various aspects of the draft. The following key sections were reviewed: Fostering an 
environment of accountability; strengthening legal and policy frameworks; reinforcing effective 
justice systems; and regulating technology companies and internet intermediaries. Some 
clarifications were provided on topics such as the use of the terms ‘victim’ and/or ‘survivor’ across 
the text, the need to ensure a technology-neutral approach, the applicability of the section on 
aggravating factors to different jurisdictions, or the practical feasibility of some provisions of the 
Recommendation on regulating internet companies. 
 
The Recommendation is open for written public consultation with a deadline for comments on 26 
May 2025. This consultation seeks to gather input from the broadest possible range of 
stakeholders before the text is finalised by the GEC/PC-eVIO in October 2025 and submitted to 
the GEC and the CDPC for joint approval in November 2025.  
 
9. Artificial Intelligence and criminal law 
 
The current deliverable foreseen in the CDPC ToR is the development of a future legal instrument 
addressing criminal liability related to the use of artificial intelligence. The Bureau was reminded 
that, during the last CDPC Plenary meeting, the CDPC concluded that it was premature to 
determine the scope and the nature of the future legal instrument. CDPC delegates decided to 
reconvene the Drafting Committee (CDPC-AICL) and tasked the Secretariat with identifying the 
most effective approach to its revival and reassembly. In this regard, the Secretariat invited 
delegations to update or reconfirm their nominations to the CDPC-AICL Drafting Committee 
before mid-April. Following this exercise, an updated list of members was compiled, with the aim 
of convening the new CDPC-AICL for its first meeting in the autumn, preceded by a preparatory 
videoconference before the next CDPC Plenary. This drafting committee, alongside the experts, 
is aimed to support the CDPC work in this field. 
 
Furthermore, the Plenary acknowledged that, given the divergence of opinions observed during 
the Plenary meeting, completing work on AI and criminal law by the end of 2025 would be 
unfeasible, and an extended timeframe was necessary. 
 
The Secretariat reminded the Bureau that a more detailed version of the discussion paper, 
prepared by the experts will be necessary, to enable an informed decision on whether a legal 
instrument on AI and criminal law is necessary. This advanced paper/text should include or be 
accompanied by a brief mapping exercise on potentially existing legal gaps. The mapping 
exercise should be conducted by the drafting committee in collaboration with the experts and 
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consider ongoing related initiatives within the Council of Europe, such as the mapping by the 
Secretary of Cybercrime Convention Committee (T-CY), looking into impact of AI on collection of 
evidence, and/or work by the CAI.  
 
In light of this, the Bureau discussed this topic and concluded that the experts and the drafting 
group members should start working as soon as possible in elaborating a draft questionnaire to 
be presented for discussion/approval at the CDPC Plenary in June 2025. 
 
10. Information points 
 

a. Asset recovery 
 

The Bureau took note of the information provided by the Chair of the PC-RAC, Mr Cornel-Virgiliu 
Călinescu, who informed members that the Committee of Experts on Criminal Asset Recovery 
(PC-RAC) held its fourth meeting from 24 to 26 March 2025 and presented a detailed overview 
of the provisions of the draft Additional Protocol supplementing the Council of Europe Convention 
on Laundering, Search, Seizure and Confiscation of the Proceeds from Crime and on the 
Financing of Terrorism (CETS No. 198), currently, elaborating in particular on certain key articles.  
 
The completion of the draft is scheduled for the end of September 2025, with a view to submitting 
it to the CDPC Plenary in November 2025. 
 
The Bureau members engaged in a fruitful discussion with the PC-RAC Chair and exchanged 
views on various aspects of the draft. At the Chair’s proposal, it was decided that a more detailed 
discussion would take place during the next CDPC Plenary meeting in June 2025. It was agreed 
to allocate approximately 1.5-2 hour(s) to this item, treating it as a substantive point on the agenda 
rather than as an item for information only, in order to address all outstanding issues and seek a 
balanced solution between competing interests. 
 
Mr Hasan Bermek informed the Bureau that the PC-OC will be submitting comments to the PC-
RAC on international cooperation aspects related to the draft Additional Protocol following its 
meeting in May 2025. 
 
The Bureau congratulated Mr Călinescu for the work accomplished so far. 
 

b. Committee on Artificial Intelligence (CAI) 
 
The Bureau heard a presentation by Mr Vadim Pak, member of the CAI Secretariat, who reminded 
the members that the Framework Convention on Artificial Intelligence and Human Rights, 
Democracy and the Rule of Law was adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 17 May 2024 and 
opened for signature in Vilnius, Lithuania, on 5 September 2024. 
 
The Bureau also took note that Mr Kristian Bartolin is no longer working with the CAI but is now 
leading the Data Protection Unit, and that he has been replaced by Ms Albina Ovcearenco. 
 
Regarding the state of play, the Bureau was informed that, in 2025, Canada, Japan, Liechtenstein, 
and Switzerland have signed the Convention, and that Ukraine is expected to do so shortly. In 
addition, Cameroon has joined the CAI, and Ghana is in the process of joining. 
 
Finally, the Bureau received an update on the ongoing work within CAI concerning the risk and 
impact assessment framework (HUDERIA). 
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c. Combatting organised crime relating to drug trafficking (Pompidou Group) 

 
The Bureau heard a presentation by the CDPC’s Deputy Chair, Mr Lorenzo Salazar, who liaises 
with the Pompidou Group, and took note that at their 95th meeting (5–6 November 2024), the 
Pompidou Group’s Permanent Correspondents adopted a Policy Paper on aligning drug and 
addiction policies with human rights. This paper provides guidance to national authorities on how 
to integrate human rights considerations into drug policies, with a focus on promoting health, 
safety, and dignity. The Bureau meeting coincided in time with the meeting of the joint expert 
group on Organised Crime related to Drug Trafficking (OC-DT). 
 
The Bureau also took note that following this development, the Terms of Reference for the 
Drafting Committee on Human Rights and Drug Policies (DH-PDA) were reviewed by the GR-
SOC on 4 February 2025 and subsequently forwarded to the Committee of Ministers for approval. 
The ToR were adopted at the 1519th meeting of the Ministers' Deputies (12–13 February 2025). 
The DH-PDA will operate under the authority of the CDDH from 1 May 2025 until 31 December 
2026. 
 

d. Terrorism 
 
The Bureau took note of the information provided on the activities of the Committee on Counter-
Terrorism (CDCT) and held an exchange of views with Ms Jelena Jolic, Co-Secretary to the 
CDCT. 
 
It was noted that the Committee of Ministers is expected to adopt the Protocol amending the 
Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism (CETS No. 196) and its draft 
Explanatory Report in July 2025. The date for its opening for signature has not yet been 
determined. 
 
Ms Jolic provided the Bureau members with the current state of implementation of the Council of 
Europe Counter-Terrorism Strategy (2023 – 2027), key events and recent tools and reports, 
adopted including the new Guidelines on strategies for the prosecution of violent extremism 
conducive to terrorism or the new publication on how to use conflict zone information in terrorism 
trials. 

 
e. Medicrime 

 
The Bureau took note of the information provided by the Executive Secretary of the MEDICRIME 
Convention, Mr Oscar Alarcon, concerning the 9th Plenary meeting of the Committee of the 
Parties which took place on 31 March–1 April 2025 during which, inter alia, the report of the 1st 
Monitoring round devoted to the protection of public health in times of pandemics was adopted 
and the work of the of the MEDICRIME Committee with other bodies and observers, such as the 
Monitoring Group of the Anti-Doping Convention, the Pompidou Group and Interpol, was 
strengthened and further developed. 
 
The Bureau took note that the MEDICRIME Convention was signed by Chile on 27 November 
2024. Further details, including cooperation activities, can be found in the documents appended 
to the draft agenda. 
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f. Council of Europe Convention against Trafficking in Human Organs 

 
The Bureau took note of the information provided by the Executive Secretary of the Santiago de 
Compostela Convention, Mr Oscar Alarcon, on both the meeting of the Bureau of the Santiago 
de Compostela Committee to be held on 24-25 April 2025 and the event on the occasion of the 
10th anniversary of the opening for signature of the Santiago de Compostela Convention to be 
organised in the second semester of 2025. The Secretary informed the Bureau of increased 
interest by journalists on the state of play regarding national accession to this Convention and 
requested the Bureau to transmit this concern to the CDPC delegates. This is in light of the 
emergence of several websites promoting/advertising the transplantation of organs in African 
countries. An inter-agency task force within the Council of Europe has been set up to produce 
brief and factual information to transmit to the journalists.  
 
It was decided that it is necessary to have an exchange at the June Plenary of the CDPC on the 
state of accession to and implementation of this Convention and that this Convention should be 
moved to a substantive point of the Plenary meeting agenda. 
 

g. Council of Europe Convention on Offences relating to Cultural Property 
 
The CDPC is invited to take note of the information provided by the Secretariat on the forthcoming 
meeting of the Aragon Group to be organised in Strasbourg (May 2025). The Aragon Group is an 
Advisory Group tasked with supporting the establishment, operation and development of National 
Platforms pending the set-up of the Committee of the Parties to the Council of Europe Convention 
on Offences relating to Cultural Property, known as the Nicosia convention. This Advisory Group 
is open to any country, irrespective of their accession to the Nicosia Convention. The Secretary 
reported on his participation in a Eurojust-organised seminar for MENA countries, among which 
Egypt was particularly interested in understanding the Convention. 
 

h. Hate Crime  
 
The Bureau heard a presentation by the Secretary of CDADI, Mr Wolfram Bechtel building on the 
adopted CM/Recommendation (2024)4 on combating hate crime, developed by a Committee of 
Experts subordinated to the CDPC and the Steering Committee for Anti-discrimination, Diversity 
and Inclusion (CDADI). The Bureau was informed that the CDADI secretariat had initiated 
translations of the Recommendation in other languages (Albanian, German, Italian, Serbian) and 
will make them available on a dedicated information page. The CDPC members were invited to 
raise awareness of this new standard in their countries and to contribute to its implementation. 
 
The Bureau took note of the ongoing efforts of the CDADI working group on combating hate 
speech and hate crime (GT-ADI-HS/HC) in mapping existing resources that support national 
authorities, law enforcement, the judiciary, National Human Rights Institutions, and CSOs in 
addressing hate crime in line with the Recommendation. To date, approximately 180 good 
national practices have been identified through a survey sent to CDPC and CDADI members, 
participants, and observers. Based on the mapping and survey results, the working group will 
determine which implementation tools and initiatives to prioritise in support of the implementation 
of the Recommendation. 
 
Furthermore, the Bureau was informed that the CDADI secretariat in collaboration with the CDPC 
secretariat was planning a Conference on the Recommendation on combating hate crime for 19-
20 June. The Conference will be held close to the dates of the CDPC Plenary and the No Hate 
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Speech Week. Its objective will be to promote the newly adopted definition of hate crime. All 
CDADI and CDPC members were encouraged to participate, either in person or online. Particular 
emphasis was placed on ensuring the participation of representatives from prosecution services 
and law enforcement, to promote the effective use of the Recommendation at the national level.  
 
The Chair of the CDPC encouraged the CDPC members to participate in the Conference. 
 
Finally, the Bureau was informed about the upcoming No Hate Speech Week, to be held from 
18 to 20 June 2025, which invites CSOs from all member States engaged in initiatives combating 
hate speech to participate in activities marking the International Day for Countering Hate Speech 
(18 June). Further information on the Conference will be circulated in due course. 
 

i. Child Friendly Justice 
 
The Secretary of the CDPC informed the Bureau that, although there is currently no specific 
deliverable under the auspices of the CDPC concerning this topic, the CDPC is instructed to take 
due account of inter alia. the following mainstreamed perspectives in the performance of its tasks: 
children’s rights, youth, gender. She provided an update on the ongoing process concerning the 
possible revision of the Committee of Ministers’ Guidelines on Child-friendly Justice, led by the 
Children Rights Division (CRD).  
 
Additionally, she informed the Bureau of a thematic review being conducted and proposed to 
accept the CRD’s request of holding a joint presentation session followed by a short Q&A with 
the CDCJ during the CDPC Plenary meeting in June 2025. The Bureau accepted the proposal. 
 

j. Update on restorative justice 
 

The Bureau took note of the information presented by the Secretariat on the issue of restorative 
justice, including the postponement of the deadline for the preparation of the CDPC deliverable 
“develop draft guidelines for implementing Recommendation CM/Rec(2018)8 on restorative 
justice in criminal matters”, to allow sufficient time to properly work on this issue. 
 
In line with CDPC decisions, the attainment of this deliverable is being closely coordinated with 
the European Forum for Restorative Justice (EFRJ), and contributions from the PC-CP and its 
partners (Europris and the European Confederation on Probation) are also expected.  
 
The Bureau agreed to invite the two experts who prepared the summary of the 2,000-page 
Encyclopaedia on Restorative Justice in Europe to present it at the CDPC Plenary in June. The 
Secretariat will circulate a 10-page executive summary of the summary in May. 
 
Additionally, the Secretariat informed the Bureau of initial exchanges regarding the possibility of 
organising an event in Strasbourg in collaboration with the EFRJ, though most likely under the 
next biennium. 
 
11. Any other business 
 
The Bureau members are invited to inform the Secretariat of any issues they may wish to raise 
under this agenda item. 
 
The CDPC Secretary reported on her participation in the regional preparatory meeting ahead of 
the UN Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice in Abu Dhabi in 2026.  
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The reply prepared by the CDPC to the Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation (2025): 
“Addressing risks to the Human Rights and the Rule of Law posed by Mercenaries and Private 
Military and Security Companies” ” is expected to be adopted by the CM in the coming weeks. 
 
12. Dates of the next meetings 
 
The next Bureau meeting will be held on 22 (afternoon) and 23 October 2025 in Strasbourg. 
 
13. Adoption of the List of Decisions 
 
The Bureau adopted the List of Decisions of the meeting. 


