
 

Strasbourg, 14/10/2026          CDENV(2026)AR2

STEERING COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT (CDENV)

2nd meeting
13–14 October 2026

LIST OF ITEMS DISCUSSED AND DECISIONS TAKEN

ABRIDGED REPORT

1. The Steering Committee on the Environment (CDENV) held its 2nd meeting in Strasbourg on 
13-14 October 2026. The meeting was opened by the Chair of the CDENV, Sarah BARNIER-
LEROY.

2. The CDENV adopted the agenda as it appears in Appendix I. The list of participants appears in 
Appendix II.  

3. In pursuance with Resolution CM/Res(2021)3, the CDENV granted observer status to:1 
a. Green Rights Coalition;
b. Association Noé21;
c. LE:NOTRE Institute.

4. The CDENV took note of developments in the Council of Europe of relevance to the CDENV, in 
particular as regards partnerships, including ongoing co-operation with the World Organisation 
for Animal Health (WOAH) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), as well as 
the Council of Europe’s participation in a number of key International Conferences, including 
through various side events organised by or involving the Council of Europe namely at the 15th 
United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates, 26 September-1 October 2026); the 17th session of the Conference of the Parties to 
the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD COP 17): “Landscapes for 
resilience: a multifaceted response to land degradation, climate stress and social vulnerability” 
(Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar, 17 August 2026); the 13th Conference of the Parties to the UN 
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Vienna, Austria, 19-23 October 2026); the 
UN Biodiversity Conference – COP17 (Yerevan, Armenia, 19-30 October 2026); and the UN 
Climate Change Conference – COP31 (Antalya, Türkiye, 9-20 November 2026).

5. Considering Strategic Objective 1, the CDENV took note of updates on the ongoing discussions 
in the Committee of Ministers on a possible instrument on the environment and human rights, as 
well as of the European Social Charter’s factsheet on the Environment. The CDENV held an 
exchange of views on the integration of human rights considerations in environmental matters 
and instruments further to interventions from the following speakers: Aurora FLORIDIA (member 
of PACE, MP Italy); Astrid PUENTES RIAÑO, UN Special Rapporteur on the human right to a 

1 On 19 October, following the request from one member State for a written consultation.
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clean, healthy and sustainable environment; Michel FORST, Special Rapporteur on 
Environmental Defenders under the Aarhus Convention and Simon MOUTQUIN, Greenpeace 
Switzerland. 

6. Considering Strategic Objective 2, the CDENV took note of the presentations from the 
speakers, including an expert on climate litigation, and examined and agreed to adopt2 a Review 
of practices of courts, tribunals and legal professionals specialising in environmental law 
(deliverable 4 - as set out in CDENV(2026)13) and decided to transmit it to the Committee 
of Ministers in line with its terms of reference. 

7. Further to that, the CDENV examined and adopted a review of disinformation, 
misinformation and access to information on environment-related matters including good 
practices and recommendations for action, also reflecting the perspective of young 
people and children (deliverable 2 - as set out in CDENV(2026)4Rev2) and decided to 
transmit it to the Committee of Ministers in line with its terms of reference.

8. Considering Strategic Objective 3, the CDENV held an exchange of views about and welcomed 
the First European Forum on Environmental Human Rights Defenders (Strasbourg, 3-4 June 
2026), following interventions from speakers: Michel FORST, Special Rapporteur on 
Environmental Defenders under the Aarhus Convention and co-rapporteur of the Forum, and a 
representative from the Advisory Council on Youth of the Council of Europe.

Further to that the CDENV examined and agreed to adopt3 a Study on the conditions enabling 
child and young environmental defenders to access information, to safely and freely 
express themselves, to issue recommendations and to access justice, (deliverable 3 - as 
set out in CDENV(2026)12) and decided to transmit it to the Committee of Ministers in line with 
its terms of reference. 

9. Considering Strategic Objective 4, the CDENV held an exchange of views on the state of and 
prospects for signature and ratification of the Convention on the Protection of Environment 
though Criminal Law (CETS No. 228). It welcomed the signature of the Convention by Cyprus, 
France, Montenegro and Sweden; and ratification by Latvia and recalled the Secretary General’s 
call to member States to sign and ratify the Convention as soon as possible to ensure its early 
entry into force. The Committee took note of the events aimed at promoting the Convention at 
the UN Crime Congress (Abu Dhabi, 26 September – 1 October), the UNTOC COP13 (Vienna, 
19 October), the UN Biodiversity Conference – COP17 (Yerevan, Armenia, 19-30 October 2026); 
and the UN Climate Change Conference – COP31 (Antalya, Türkiye, 9-20 November 2026).

10. Concerning Strategic Objective 5, the CDENV examined and agreed to adopt4 a document 
on policy guidance and advice on capacity building measures for the adoption of Nature-
based Solutions and ecosystem-based approaches embedded in the broader governance 
structures, (deliverable 5 as set out in document CDENV(2026)5Rev2) and decided to 
transmit it to the Committee of Ministers in line with its terms of reference. 

11. Further to that, the CDENV took note of the contribution of the Bern and Landscape Conventions 
to the implementation of the Council of Europe Strategy on the Environment. In addition, the 
CDENV took note of the report of the international jury for the 9th Session of the Council of 
Europe Landscape Award, as set out in T-FC (2026) AWARD 6 E, and decided to submit the 
award proposals to the Committee of Ministers for adoption.  

12. The CDENV held preliminary discussions on future priorities and proposed deliverables for the 
next terms of reference of the CDENV (2028-2029). The Gender Equality Rapporteur stressed 
the importance of ongoing gender mainstreaming work within all future work of CDENV.

2 By written procedure.
3 By written procedure.
4 By written procedure.

https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-4rev2e-review-of-disinformation-misinformation-and-access-t/48802e2d01
https://rm.coe.int/t-fc-2026-award-6-e-report-meeting-of-the-international-jury-of-the-9t/48802e2c59
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13. Following an intervention from the Montenegrin delegates on behalf of the upcoming Presidency 
of the Committee of Ministers, the CDENV agreed to hold its 3rd meeting on 16-17 March 2027 
in Podgorica, Montenegro, during the Montenegrin Presidency of the Committee of Ministers, 
and adopted the preliminary draft agenda as set out in Appendix III.

14. The CDENV adopted the present abridged report and agreed to adopt the report of the 2nd 

CDENV meeting through written procedure subject to the Bureau’s validation.

Appendix I – Agenda
Appendix II – List of Participants 
Appendix III – Preliminary draft agenda for the 3rd meeting of the CDENV (16-17 March 2027)
Appendix IV – Timing of written procedure
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APPENDIX I

STEERING COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT (CDENV)

2nd meeting
13-14 October 2026

Council of Europe - Agora G03
(opening at 9.30am CEST on Tuesday 13 October and 

closing at 17.30pm CEST on Wednesday 14 October 2026)

 AGENDA

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Adoption of the agenda
[CDENV(2026)OJ2prov]

3. Requests for observer status to the CDENV:
Green Rights Coalition
Association Noé21
LE:NOTRE Institute
[CDENV(2026)3add2, CM/Res(2021)3-consolidated]

4. Developments concerning the Council of Europe:
Partnerships 
Participation of the Council of Europe in International Conferences:

i. Joint Side event on the 17th session of the Conference of the Parties to the 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD COP 17): 
“Landscapes for resilience: a multifaceted response to land degradation, 
climate stress and social vulnerability” (Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar, 17 August 
2026)

ii. 15th United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (Abu 
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 26 September – 1 October 2026)

iii. 13th Conference of the Parties to the UN Convention against Transnational 
Organized Crime (Vienna, Austria, 19-23 October 2026)

iv. UN Biodiversity Conference – COP17 (Yerevan, Armenia, 19-30 October 
2026)

v. UN Climate Change Conference – COP31 (Antalya, Türkiye, 9-20 November 
2026)

5. Integration of Human Rights considerations in environmental matters and instruments 
(Strategic Objective 1):

a. Exchanges on the strategic objective
b. European Social Charter and the Environment [Factsheet]

6. Review of practices of courts, tribunals and legal professionals specialising in environmental 
law, including the identification of good procedural and substantive practices (Strategic 
Objective 2) (Deliverable 4)
[CDENV(2026)13]

7. Review of disinformation, misinformation and access to information on environment-related 
matters (Strategic Objective 2) (Deliverable 2)
[CDENV(2026)4Rev2]

https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-3add2-requests-for-observer-status-06102026/48802e2a04
https://search.coe.int/cm#{%22CoEIdentifier%22:[%220900001680b6cb67%22],%22sort%22:[%22CoEValidationDate%20Descending%22]}
https://rm.coe.int/prems-110126-gbr-2005-factsheet-on-social-rights-and-environmentcharte/48802bf07d
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-4rev2e-review-of-disinformation-misinformation-and-access-t/48802e2d01
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8. First European Forum on Environmental Human Rights Defenders (Strasbourg, 3-4 June 
2026) (Strategic Objective 3)

9. Study on the conditions enabling child and young environmental defenders to access 
information, to safely and freely express themselves, to issue recommendations and to 
access justice. 
(Strategic Objective 3) (Deliverable 3)
[CDENV(2026)12]

10. Convention on the Protection of Environment though Criminal Law: Round table on signature 
and ratification prospects (CETS No. 228) (Strategic Objective 4)
[CDENV(2026)9Rev]

11. Policy guidance and advice on capacity building measures for the adoption of Nature-based 
Solutions and ecosystem-based approaches embedded in the broader governance 
structures (Strategic Objective 5) (Deliverable 5)
[CDENV(2026)5Rev]

12. Contribution of the Bern Convention to the implementation of the Council of Europe Strategy 
on the Environment (Strategic Objective 5)

13. Contribution of the Council of Europe Landscape Convention to the implementation of the  
Council of Europe Strategy on the Environment (Strategic Objective 5)

a. 27th International Workshop on Implementation of the Convention - Landscape 
management in the face of the climate crisis from a resilience approach: challenges and 
opportunities (12-14 May 2026)
[T-FC (2026) WSP 3 Bil]

b. Proposals of the CDENV to the Committee of Ministers - 9th Session of the Landscape 
Award of the Council of Europe (2025-2026)
[T-FC(2026) AWARD 6 E]

14. CDENV terms of reference: Initial discussion on results and on future priorities and proposed 
deliverables
[CDENV(2026)1] [CDENV(2026)11]

15. Any other business

16. Preliminary draft agenda, date and place of the next meeting 
[CDENV(2026)OJ3prov]

17. Adoption of the abridged report
[CDENV(2026)AR2prov]

https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-14-note-on-the-convention-on-the-protection-of-the-environm/48802e2a2b
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-1e-terms-of-reference-of-cdenv/48802a3ec7
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-11e-terms-of-reference-initial-discussion-on-results-and-on/48802e112f
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APPENDIX II

List of Participants

MEMBERS / MEMBRES
ALBANIA / ALBANIE 

ANDORRA / ANDORRE Sílvia FERRER LÓPEZ (apologies/ excusée)
Directrice du Département de l'Environnement et du 
Développement Durable 
Ministère de l'Environnement, de l'Agriculture et de 
l'Élevage

Laura COLL MALÉ (apologies/ excusée)
Responsable de secteur du Département de 
l'Environnement et du Développement Durable 
Ministère de l'Environnement, de l'Agriculture et de 
l'Élevage

Maria Salas SOPENA (online/ en ligne)
Chef de l’Unité de la biodiversité, du paysage et de 
l’évaluation environnementale

Marina ARBÓS (online/ en ligne)

ARMENIA / ARMENIE Ruzanna GRIGORYAN (apologies/ excusée)
Head of International Cooperation Department 
Ministry of Environment 

AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE Johannes HÖGL (online/ en ligne)
Head of Unit for Climate, Environment and Energy
Federal Ministry for European and International Affairs

Makeda MEKONNEN
Trainee
Permanent Representation of Austria to the Council of 
Europe

AZERBAIJAN / 
AZERBAIDJAN

Ulfat MACHANOV 
Deputy-Head of Climate Diplomacy Department at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

BELGIUM / BELGIQUE Sophie THYS (online/ en ligne)
Legal Policy Advisor 
Government of Flanders, Environment Department

Katrijn HEYLEN
Legal Policy Advisor
Federal Public Service Health, Food Chain Safety and 
Environment

Leen CHANET (apologies/ excusée)
Legal Policy Advisor 
Government of Flanders, Environment Department
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BOSNIA & HERZEGOVIA / 
BOSNIE & HERZEGOVINE

Rada MILISAV
Head of the Department for Water Resources
Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations

BULGARIA / BULGARIE Silvia RANGELOVA (online/ en ligne)
Director 
Directorate for Coordination of EU Affairs and International 
Cooperation

Kalin ILIEV (online/ en ligne)
Head of the Department for Strategic Environmental 
Planning 
Directorate for Coordination of EU Affairs and International 
Cooperation

CROATIA / CROATIE

CYPRUS / CHYPRE Nasia DIKIGOROPOULOU (online/ en ligne)
Environment Officer
Department of Environment

CZECH REPUBLIC / 
RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE

Přemysl ŠTĚPÁNEK (online/ en ligne)
Head of Multilateral Relations Unit
Department of International Relations
Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic 

DENMARK / DANEMARK

ESTONIA / ESTONIE Mart KIIS (online/ en ligne)
Head of Biodiversity Strategy
Biodiversity Conservation Department
Ministry of Climate

FINLAND / FINLANDE Charlotta VON TROIL (online/ en ligne)
Senior Ministerial Adviser, Legislative Affairs
Ministry of the Environment

FRANCE Sarah BARNIER-LEROY 
Legal Adviser
Directorate of Legal Affairs
Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs

Chloé GODEFROY
Policy Officer
Sub-Directorate for the Environment and Climate
Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs

François LERAY
Sous-directeur de la stratégie éditoriale 
Commissariat général au développement durable

GEORGIA / GÉORGIE Tamta CHANKSELIANI 
First Category Senior Specialist of Donor Coordination 
Division
International Relations and European Integration 
Department 
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Ministry of Environmental Protection and Agriculture of 
Georgia

GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE Mareike WELKE (online/ en ligne)
Deputy Head of Unit
Bilateral Cooperation with EU/EFTA Member States and 
the UK

GREECE / GRÈCE Othon-Alexandros KAMINIARIS-KONTOSTAVLOS
Expert Counselor
D4 Directorate for Environmental Protection, Climate 
Change and Global Policies 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
 
Aliki GKANA (online/ en ligne)
Legal Advisor 
Department of Public International Law Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 

HUNGARY / HONGRIE Csilla FODOR
EU and International Affairs Officer 
Ministry for the Living Environment 
Department of Environmental Development and Strategy

Kinga ALBICZ (online/ en ligne)
National Representative to the Council of Europe 
Landscape Convention
Ministry for the Living Environment 

ICELAND / ISLANDE Sólrún SVANDAL (online/ en ligne)
Senior Adviser for environment and climate
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

IRELAND / IRLANDE Andrew MALONE (online/ en ligne)
Policy Officer
Department of the Environment, Climate and 
Communications

ITALY / ITALIE Silvia SCHIAVI
Officer 
Directorate General for European and International Affairs 
and Sustainable Finance 
Ministry for the Environment and Energy Security

LATVIA / LETTONIE Gustavs GAILIS
Counsellor for Environmental Affairs
Ministry of Climate and Energy

LIECHTENSTEIN

LITHUANIA / LITUANIE Inga AKSAMITAUSKAITĖ 
Advisor 
Group of Environment Protection Policy Coordination 
Ministry of Environment 

Giedrè GODIENÈ (apologies/ excusée)
Associate Professor 
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Institute of Geosciences 
Vilnius University

Justina AUKŠTINAITIENĖ (online/ en ligne)
Senior Specialist

LUXEMBOURG Svenja STOLTZ (online/ en ligne)
Jurist
Ministry of the Environment, Climate and Biodiversity 

MALTA / MALTE Darrin STEVENS 
Director 
Environment and Resources Directorate

Marie-Therese GAMBIN
Unit Manager

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA / 
REPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA

Valeria HUTULEAC (apologies/ excusée)
Deputy Secretary General
Ministry of Environment

Paula TATAMIROV (apologies/ excusée)
Acting Head of International Relations and External 
Assistance Section
Ministry of Environment

MONACO Céline VAN KLAVEREN (apologies/ excusée)
Expert
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation

MONTENEGRO Nenad VITOMIROVIĆ (online/ en ligne)
Secretary of State 
Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and 
Northern Region Development 

Milena MIJAJLOVIĆ (online/ en ligne)
Head of Division 
Directorate for the Development of the North 
Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and 
Northern Region Development

NETHERLANDS / 
PAYS-BAS

Sara VAN DEN BOOM (apologies/ excusée)
Legal Officer
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Gijs VAN DEN BERG
Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management

Gudi ALKEMADE (apologies/ excusée)
Coordinating Policy Officer
Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management

Felice VAN DER PLAAT (apologies/ excusée)
Coordinating Policy Officer
Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management
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NORTH MACEDONIA / 
MACÉDOINE DU NORD

NORWAY / NORVÈGE Terje Birkrem HOVLAND
Research Coordinator
Ministry of Climate and Environment

Liv Kirstine JUST-MORTENSEN (online/ en ligne)
Research Coordinator and National focal point for the 
Council of Europe Landscape Convention
Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development

POLAND / POLOGNE Jan SZYDLO 
Specialist
Department of International Affairs, Ministry of Climate and 
Environment 

PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL Ana CASTELA RODRIGUES
Senior Advisor
Department of European and International Affairs

Marta RODRIGUES
Landscape Architect
Ministry of Economy and Territorial Cohesion

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE Adela DRAGOMIR (online/ en ligne)
Counsellor for European Affairs 
General Directorate for International Relations and 
European Affairs
Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests

SAN MARINO / SAINT MARIN

SERBIA / SERBIE

SLOVAK REPUBLIC / 
RÉPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE

Marek ENGEL
Director General
Institute for Environmental Policy
Ministry of the Environment 

SLOVENIA / SLOVÉNIE Ambassador Mateja VODEB (apologies/ excusée)
Head of Department for Global Challenges
Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs 

Ambassador Eva TOMIČ (online/ en ligne)
Department for Global Challenges 
Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs 

Kaja ČEŠNOVAR (online/ en ligne)
EU and International Affairs Office
Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning

Bogdan BATIČ (online/ en ligne)
Ambassador, Global Policy Department
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SPAIN / ESPAGNE Carmen Sofía SANZ ESTEBANEZ 
Head of International Affairs
Secretariat of State for the Environment
Ministry for the Ecological Transition and the Demographic 
Challenge

Elena VAZQUEZ GARCIA 
Head of Heritage Department
Ministry for Culture

Antonio Jesús ANTEQUERA DELGADO
Vice-Chair of the 13th Conference on the Implementation 
of the Council of Europe Landscape Convention

SWEDEN / SUÈDE Gabriella MODIN (online/ en ligne)
Legal Advisor
Ministry of Climate and Enterprise

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE Sébastien TRUFFER
Chef de section suppléant
Office fédéral de l’environnement

TÜRKIYE İlay SARILAR
Environmental Engineer, c, MASc.
Department of Air Management
General Directorate of Environmental Management
Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change

Ferda YILDIRIM
Deputy 
Permanent Representative of Türkiye to the Council of 
Europe 

UKRAINE / UKRAINE Bohdan SEMENENKO (online/ en ligne)
Coordinator 
Environment and Climate Change Unit

UNITED KINGDOM / 
ROYAUME-UNI

Adam LAVIS 
Environmental Rights Lead
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
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PARTICIPANTS / 
PARTICIPANTS

COUNCIL OF EUROPE ENTITIES / 
ENTITES DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 
Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe 

Aurora FLORIDIA
Italy
Member of the Committee on Social Affairs, Health and 
Sustainable Development

Congress of Local and Regional 
Authorities of the Council of 
Europe
Commissioner for Human Rights 
of the Council of Europe

Cristina GENOVESE (online/ en ligne)
Advisor

Conference of INGOs of the 
Council of Europe

Sumeyra ARSLAN
Representative of the Conference of INGOs

COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE / 
COMITES DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 
Bern Convention Carl AMIRGULASHVILLI (apologies/ excusée)

President of the Bern Convention Standing Committee

CDENF Barbara Clara REINTJES-WAGNER (online/ en ligne)
Representative of Austria to the CDENF 

CDCJ Jean-Christophe BOULET (online/ en ligne)
Conseiller général au Ministère belge de la Justice (SPF 
Justice) - Représentant de la Belgique au CDCJ

ECSR
Landscape Convention Marta RODRIGUES

Chair of the 13th Conference on the Implementation of the 
Council of Europe Landscape Convention

Advisory Council on Youth / 
CCJ

Emilie TAMO KAMGUIA 
Member of the Advisory Council on Youth

OBSERVER STATES TO THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE / 
OBSERVATEURS PERMANENTS DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 
HOLY SEE / SAİNT-SİÈGE Paolo CONVERSI (online/ en ligne)

Officiel de la Secrétairerie d’Etat

MEXİCO / MEXİQUE

NON-MEMBER STATES PARTIES TO THE BERN CONVENTION / 
ETATS NON-MEMBRES MAIS PARTIES A LA CONVENTION DE BERNE 
MOROCCO / MAROC 

TUNİSİA / TUNİSİE

Sabria BNOUNI (online/ en ligne)
Directrice Générale de la Coopération Internationale 
Ministère de l’Environnement 

https://intranet.coe.int/group/protocol/diplomatic-missions#VA
https://intranet.coe.int/group/protocol/diplomatic-missions#MX
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS / 
ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES 

OHCHR Benjamin SCHACHTER
Coordinator
Environment and Climate Change Unit

Special 
Procedures of the 
Human Rights 
Council of the 
United Nations

Astrid Jovana PUENTES RIAÑO 
UN Special Rapporteur on the human right to a clean, 
healthy and sustainable environment

The 
United 
Nations 
and its 
agencies

UNECE Michel FORST
UN Special Rapporteur on Environmental Defenders under 
the Aarhus Convention 

Laetitia Marie Annonciade BATTISTI
Advisor 
Team of the Special Rapporteur on Environmental Defenders 
under the Aarhus Convention

Luc LAVRYSEN (online/en ligne)
Chair
Task Force on Access to Justice under the UNECE Aarhus 
Convention

UNEP Marianna BOLSHAKOVA (online/en ligne)
Coordinator, Law and Governance, Europe 

Arnold KREILHUBER (online/en ligne)
Regional Director and Representative, Regional Office for 
Europe

Wondwosen Asnake KIBRET (online/en ligne)
Policy and Partnerships Coordinator

IUCN Agnès MICHELOT (online/en ligne)
IUCN WCEL Steering committee member

OECD

OBSERVERS /
OBSERVATEURS
Organisation Nominated representative

Amnesty International Ann HARRISON (online/en ligne)
Climate Justice Researcher and Policy Advisor

Centre for International 
Environmental Law (CIEL)

Sébastien DUYCK
Senior Attorney

Camilla POLLERA
Campaigner

Child Rights International 
Network (CRIN)

Sumeyra ARSLAN
Climate Engagement and Policy Advisor
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Climate Justice for Rosa Benjamin VAN BUNDEREN ROBBERECHTS 
Founder and Campaign Lead

Tyra NGONZELE BONKALI VAN BELLE
Environmental & Human Rights Policy

Environmental Rights Centre for 
Scotland (ERCS)

Benjamin Brown (online/en ligne)
Policy & Advocacy Officer

European Council of Landscape 
Architecture Schools (ECLAS)

European Council of Spatial 
Planners (ECTP-CEU)

Kent Geirmund Dagsland HÅKULL
Executive Committee

Global Network for Human 
Rights and the Environment 
(GNHRE)

Annalisa SAVARESI (online/en ligne)
Director for Europe 

Corina HERI (online/en ligne)
Deputy Director for Europe

Greenpeace International

IFLA Europe – European Region 
of the International Federation of 
Landscape Architects

Indra PURS (apologies/ excusée)
President

International Federation for 
Human Rights (FIDH)

Lucia POSTERARO
Consultant

Environmental Rights Centre for 
Scotland 

Benjamin BROWN
Policy and Advocacy Officer

Kimbé Rèd - French West Indies 
(F.W.I.)

Sabrina CAJOLY 
Founder

UNISCAPE Tessa MATTEINI (apologies/ excusée)

Wild Legal Marine CALMET
Campaigner

World's Youth for Climate 
Justice (WYCJ)

Henrieke BÜNGER (apologies/ excusée)
European Front Coordinator

Wildlife Justice Commission 
(WJC)

Elija Sophie RAM (online/en ligne)
Junior Policy Officer

Youth and Environment Europe 
(YEE)

Xabier Triana GOMEZ 
Lead on Environmental Law
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SPEAKERS /
ORATEURS
Name Organisation

Michel FORST UN Special Rapporteur on Environmental Defenders under 
the Aarhus Convention

Astrid PUENTES RIAÑO UN Special Rapporteur on the human right to a clean, 
healthy and sustainable environment

 Lajos BOGNAR
(online/en ligne)

World Organization for Animal Health
Sub-Regional Representative

 Corina HERI (online/en ligne) Associate Professor at Vrije Universiteit Brussel

 Arnold KREILHUBER
(online/en ligne)

UNEP
Regional Director and Representative, Regional Office for 
Europe

 Lawrence JONES-WALTERS 
(online/en ligne)

Independent Expert

 Simon MOUTQUIN Greenpeace Switzerland 
Conseiller politique

SECRETARIAT /
SECRÉTARIAT
Name Department 

 Rafael BENITEZ Director of Social Rights, Health and Environment

 Gianluca SILVESTRINI Secretary of the Steering Committee on the Environment

Reykjavik Process and the Environment Department

 Francine RAVENEY Deputy Secretary of the Steering Committee on the 
Environment

Reykjavik Process and the Environment Department

 Nino LATSABIDZE Policy Advisor

Reykjavik Process and the Environment Department

 Catarina GARCIA Policy Advisor

Reykjavik Process and the Environment Department

 Laura MESSINA
(apologies/ excusée)

Policy Advisor

Reykjavik Process and the Environment Department

 Jenny MITCALF Administrative Support Assistant

Reykjavik Process and the Environment Department
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APPENDIX III

   

STEERING COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT (CDENV)

3rd meeting
16-17 March 2027

Podgorica, Montenegro
(opening at 9.30am CET on Tuesday 16 March and 

closing at 17.30pm CET on Wednesday 17 March 2027)

PRELIMINARY DRAFT AGENDA

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Adoption of the agenda
[CDENV(2026)OJ3prov]

3. Elections
3.1. [Res. 21(3)]

4. Developments concerning the Council of Europe:
a. Partnerships 
b. Participation of the Council of Europe in International Conferences

5. Integration of Human Rights considerations in environmental matters and instruments (Strategic 
Objective 1)

6. Non legally binding collection of case studies and set of practical guidelines on the integration of 
existing human rights perspectives into national environmental strategies, law and policies 
(Strategic Objective 1) (Deliverable 6)

7. Child friendly version of the study on the conditions enabling child and young environmental 
defenders to access information, to safely and freely express themselves, to issue 
recommendations and to access justice. 
(Strategic Objective 3) (Deliverable 3)

8. Hearing and exchange of views with Environmental Human Rights Defenders 
(Strategic Objective 3)

9. Convention on the Protection of Environment though Criminal Law (CETS No. 228): Updates on 
signature and ratification prospects
(Strategic Objective 4)

10. Consolidated review of the Council of Europe work on the protection and conservation of wildlife, 
ecosystems and protection, management and planning of landscapes, in co-operation with the 
relevant structures of relevant Conventions and other Intergovernmental Organisations 
(Strategic Objective 5) (Deliverable 9)

11. CDENV terms of reference (2028-2029): Discussion of results, future priorities and proposed 
deliverables

12. Preparation for the Informal Ministerial Conference “Council of Europe Strategy on Environment 
– Moving forward” (Podgorica, Montenegro, 18 March 2027)
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13. Contribution of the Bern Convention to the implementation of the Council of Europe Strategy on 
the Environment (Strategic Objective 5)

14. Contribution of the Council of Europe Landscape Convention to the implementation of the 
Council of Europe Strategy on the Environment (Strategic Objective 5)

15. Contribution of the European and Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement to the 
implementation of the Council of Europe Strategy on the Environment (Strategic Objective 5)

a. 15th Ministerial Session of the EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement (San Marino, 19 
March 2027)

16. Exchange on Effective Communication and Promotion of the CDENV’s Work

17. Gender Equality Rapporteur feedback

18. Any other business

19. Preliminary draft agenda, date and place of the next meeting 
[CDENV(2026)OJ4prov]

20. Adoption of the abridged report
[CDENV(2026)AR3prov]
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List of documents

CDENV(2026)1 Terms of Reference of the Steering Committee on the 
Environment (CDENV)

CDENV(2026)OJ1 Agenda of the 1st meeting of the CDENV (24-25 March 
2026)

CDENV(2026)2 Gender equality rapporteurs: a vital asset to the Council of 
Europe transversal programme on gender equality

CDENV(2026)3 Requests for observer status to the CDENV
CDENV(2026)3add Requests for observer status to the CDENV - Addendum
CDENV(2026)3add2 Requests for observer status to the CDENV - Addendum
CDENV(2026)4Rev2 Review of disinformation, misinformation and access to 

information on environment-related matters
CDENV(2026)5Rev2 Policy guidance and advice on capacity building measures 

for the adoption of Nature-based Solutions and 
ecosystem-based approaches embedded in the broader 
governance structures

CDENV(2026)6prov Draft CDENV comments on Congress Recommendation 
536 (2025) “An additional protocol to the European Charter 
of Local Self-Government on the environment” further to 
the request by the Committee of Ministers 
(CM/Del/Dec(2025)1544/12.1)

CDENV(2026)7 Concept Note on the 1st European Forum on 
Environmental Human Rights Defenders (3-4 June 2026)

CDENV(2026)8 Council of Europe Landscape Award
CDENV(2026)9Rev Note on the Convention on the Protection of Environment 

though Criminal Law
CDENV(2026)10 Statement of interpretation on Article 3 of the European 

Social Charter (Conclusions 2025)
CDENV(2026)AR1 Abridged report of the 1st meeting of the CDENV (24-25 

March 2026)
CDENV(2026)R1 Report of the 1st meeting of the CDENV (24-25 March 

2026)
CDENV(2026)OJ2 Agenda of the 2nd meeting of the CDENV
CDENV(2026)11 CDENV terms of reference: Initial discussion on results and 

on future priorities and proposed deliverables
CDENV(2026)12 Study on the conditions enabling child and young 

environmental defenders to access information, to safely 
and freely express themselves, to issue recommendations 
and to access justice.

CDENV(2026)13 Review of practices of courts, tribunals and legal 
professionals specialising in environmental law, including the 
identification of good procedural and substantive practices

CDENV(2026)AR2 Abridged report of the 2nd meeting of the CDENV (13-14 
October 2026)

T-FC(2026) AWARD 6 E Report of the Meeting of the International Jury of the 9th 
Session of the Landscape Award

GME(2024)2rev Compendium of the Council of Europe activities on the 
environment

Strategy Council of Europe Strategy on the Environment
GME(2025)07 Progress report on the implementation of the Council of 

Europe Strategy on the Environment as adopted by the 
GME at its 5th meeting, 2-4 December 2025

GME(2025)08 Updated Action Plan related to the Council of Europe 
Strategy on the Environment, as taken note of by the GME 
at its 5th meeting, 2-4 December 2025

https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-1e-terms-of-reference-of-cdenv/48802a3ec7
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-oj1e-draft-agenda-1st-meeting-of-the-cdenv-24-25-march-2026/48802a5b23
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-2e-nomination-of-a-gender-equality-rapporteur/48802aab84
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-3-requests-for-observer-status-04032026/48802aefde
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-3add-requests-for-observer-status-19032026/48802b02f6
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-3add2-requests-for-observer-status-06102026/48802e2a04
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-4rev2e-review-of-disinformation-misinformation-and-access-t/48802e2d01
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-6prov-e-draft-cdenv-comments-on-congress-rec-536-2025-/48802aed0a
https://search.coe.int/congress?i=0912594880292d0a
https://search.coe.int/congress?i=0912594880292d0a
https://search.coe.int/cm?i=0912594880297cbc
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-7-concept-note-1st-european-forum-on-ehrds-june-2026/48802ae525
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-8e-landscape-award/48802aca27
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-14-note-on-the-convention-on-the-protection-of-the-environm/48802e2a2b
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-10e-statement-of-interpretation-on-article-3-of-the-europea/48802ab23f
https://rm.coe.int/web-cdenv-2026-ar1-e-abridged-report-1st-meeting-of-the-cdenv/48802b27b9
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-r1-report-of-the-1st-meeting-of-the-cdenv-24-25march-2026/48802d9661
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-oj2e-agenda-2nd-meeting-of-the-cdenv-13-14-october/48802e458e
https://rm.coe.int/cdenv-2026-11e-terms-of-reference-initial-discussion-on-results-and-on/48802e112f
https://rm.coe.int/t-fc-2026-award-6-e-report-meeting-of-the-international-jury-of-the-9t/48802e2c59
https://rm.coe.int/gme-2024-2reve-compendium-on-the-council-europe-s-environment-activiti/1680b2417f
https://rm.coe.int/council-of-europe-strategy-on-the-environement-2025/1680b5d582
https://rm.coe.int/gme-2025-07prove-draft-progress-report/48802985a3
https://rm.coe.int/gme-2025-08-updated-action-plan-on-the-environment/48802985a5
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Secretary General’s 2025 Report Towards A New Democratic Pact for Europe
CM/Res(2021)3-consolidated Resolution CM/Res(2021)3 on intergovernmental 

committees and subordinate bodies, their terms of 
reference and working methods

Manual Manual on human rights and the environment (3rd edition)
Climate change - ECtHR and 
CJEU Case-Law

Thematic factsheet on climate change within the context of 
EU law and the European Convention on Human Rights 
issued jointly in November 2025 by the EU Fundamental 
Rights Agency (FRA) and the European Court of Human 
Rights (ECtHR)

Thematic factsheet on environment 
and climate change

Updated factsheet on environment and climate change 
published in December 2025 by the Council of Europe’s 
Department for the Execution of Judgments of the 
European Court of Human Rights

Treaty No. 228 Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of 
Environment though Criminal Law

Study on national climate litigation Study on national climate litigation, prepared by Dr Joana 
Setzer and Ms Catherine Higham, Grantham Research 
Institute on Climate Change and the Environment (London 
School of Economics and Political Science - LSE), under 
the supervision of the European Committee on Legal Co-
operation (CDCJ), published in February 2026

Press release of the Special 
Procedures of the UN Human 
Rights Council,

Call by UN Special procedures Rapporteurs to support 
General Assembly resolution operationalising ICJ Advisory 
Opinion on climate obligations (12 March 2026)

CINGO study on recent adverse 
developments for non-
governmental organisations in 
Europe

Study on recent adverse developments for non-
governmental organisations in Europe, prepared by the 
Expert Council on NGO Law of the Conference of INGOs 
of the Council of Europe, published on 10 February 2026

Secretary General’s 2026 Report The New Democratic Pact for Europe in Times of Rupture
Factsheet European Social Charter and the Environment 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/secretary-general/report-2025
https://search.coe.int/cm#{%22CoEIdentifier%22:[%220900001680b6cb67%22],%22sort%22:[%22CoEValidationDate%20Descending%22]}
https://rm.coe.int/manual-environment-3rd-edition/1680a56197
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/ecthr-fra-2025-climate-change_en.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/ecthr-fra-2025-climate-change_en.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/thematic-factsheet-env-eng/48802b335c
https://rm.coe.int/thematic-factsheet-env-eng/48802b335c
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list?module=treaty-detail&treatynum=228
https://rm.coe.int/prems-010626-gbr-2017-study-on-national-climate-litigation-txt-web-a5-/48802ada4a
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/03/un-experts-urge-states-support-general-assembly-resolution-operationalising
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/03/un-experts-urge-states-support-general-assembly-resolution-operationalising
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/03/un-experts-urge-states-support-general-assembly-resolution-operationalising
https://rm.coe.int/expert-council-report-on-recent-adverse-developments-for-non-governmen/48802a9d22
https://rm.coe.int/expert-council-report-on-recent-adverse-developments-for-non-governmen/48802a9d22
https://rm.coe.int/expert-council-report-on-recent-adverse-developments-for-non-governmen/48802a9d22
https://rm.coe.int/expert-council-report-on-recent-adverse-developments-for-non-governmen/48802a9d22
https://www.coe.int/en/web/secretary-general/report-2026?p_l_back_url=%2Fen%2Fgroup%2Fsecretary-general%2F%7E%2Fcontrol_panel%2Fmanage%3Fp_p_id%3Dcom_liferay_layout_admin_web_portlet_GroupPagesPortlet%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dmaximized%26p_v_l_s_g_id%3D24200%26p_r_p_selPlid%3D0%26p_p_auth%3DQAPrtbht
https://rm.coe.int/prems-110126-gbr-2005-factsheet-on-social-rights-and-environmentcharte/48802bf07d
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APPENDIX IV

Timing of written procedure for deliverables as indicated in footnotes in the body of the abridged 
meeting report.

• Send out for feedback on Thursday 15/10 COB – deadline Friday 30/10 COB

• CDENV Secretariat add feedback from Monday 2/11 - deadline COB Friday 6/11 

• Send out to CDENV Bureau Monday 9/11 – deadline COB Friday 20/11

• Secretariat add Bureau feedback from Monday 23/11

• Send out for final feedback by written procedure on Wednesday 2/12 COB

• Deadline for final adoption by written procedure for member states to adopt the text is 16/12 
COB
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