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Opening of the meeting

The Steering Committee for the Rights of the Child (CDENF, “the Committee”) held a
Plenary session dedicated to reviewing the draft Strategy for the Rights of the Child
(2022-2027) in Strasbourg from 14-15 June 2021 by videoconference. The CDENF
Chair, Ms Maria-Andriani Kostopoulou (Greece), opened the meeting and welcomed
the CDENF members, participants and observers.

Ms Regina Jensdottir, Head of the Children’s Rights Division of the Council of Europe,
informed about the main objectives of the meeting, emphasising its importance for
shaping the future work of the Council of Europe in the area of the rights of the child
over the next 6 years. Delegations would have the opportunity to address comments
and engage in an exchange of views with regards to the draft Strategy.

Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was adopted as it appears in Appendix |. The list of participants appears
in Appendix Il.

Statement of the Chair and the Secretariat

The Committee took note of the purpose of the present meeting and agreed to the
procedure proposed by the Chair for addressing the comments made on the draft
Strategy, noting that any reservations expressed by delegations would be included in
the final report of the meeting.

Mr Jeroen Schokkenbroek, Director of the Anti-discrimination Directorate, welcomed
the participants and outlined the relevance of the new Strategy within the Strategic
Framework of the Council of Europe (CM/Del/Dec(2021)131/2a) and the priorities
outlined therein, notably combatting social inequalities and discrimination, supporting
the role and diversity of the civil society, and the protection of vulnerable groups.

Draft Strategy for the Rights of the Child (2022-2027)

Following a request made by several delegations, the Committee took the view that in
order to avoid heavy reporting obligations incumbent on member States, the follow-up
to the Strategy should be based, to the greatest extent possible, on data available (and
not to be specially gathered for the purpose of Strategy follow-up).

The Committee pursued the examination and revision of the draft Strategy, as started
during its 3" plenary meeting (18-20 May 2021), based on written comments submitted
by members, participants and observers in advance of the dedicated session and
included a number of editorial and substantial changes to the text as reflected in the
revised draft Strategy (CDENF(2021)05rev3). In addition to a number of issues of more
editorial nature, delegations exchanged, notably, on the following parts of the text:
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10.

11.

Points relevant to several chapters of the text

Four delegations considered that the notion of “gender” should not be referred to in the
Strategy, on the grounds that it was neither known in their respective national legal
systems nor was there a commonly accepted definition of the term. Following an
exchange of views, the delegations of Bulgaria, Poland, Romania and the Russian
Federation, expressed reservations with regard to the use of the terms “gender”,
“gender-sensitive” and “gender-based violence” throughout the draft Strategy. All other
delegations were in agreement with the terms employed.

A few delegations considered that the Strategy should not single out any specific
categories of vulnerable groups, such as “LGBTI children”, and that the Strategy should
not be seen as promoting LGBTI issues. Similarly, delegations considered that “LGBTI
families” were not included as part of the definition of family in their domestic
legislation. The Secretariat recalled that reference to LGBTI was made in the context
of anti-discrimination measures, as had already been the case in the current Strategy
(2016-2021). The current text also reflected the approach adopted by the Committee
of Ministers, notably through Recommendation CM/Rec(2010)5 on measures to
combat discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation or gender identity. Following
an exchange of views, during which the majority of delegations considered it important
to maintain the reference to LGBTI children and families where relevant to the Strategy,
six delegations (Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Russian Federation)
expressed reservations with regard to any reference made throughout the text to
“LGBTI children” as a specific vulnerable group or to “LGBTI families”.

The Russian Federation, expressed reservations with regard to the reference to
documents of other regional organisations that they were not a member of, including
the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child and
other EU documents or legal instruments. Other delegations considered that these
references should be maintained because of their important relevance and in the
context of the co-operation between the Council of Europe and the EU with regard to
the rights of the child. The Secretariat informed delegations that any references made
to the EU consultations with children will be deleted once the outcomes of the current
consultations with children in ten Council of Europe member states will have been
included in the text.

Introduction

One delegation opposed the reference to the text of the Secretary General’s Strategic
Framework for 2021-2021 (SG/Inf(2020)34) in Paragraph 3 of the draft Strategy on the
ground that this document did not reflect a consensus of all member States, and
proposed to refer instead to the decision on the Strategic Framework of the Council of
Europe taken by the Committee of Ministers at its 131 Session (Hamburg, Germany
- 21 May 2021). During an exchange of views, a majority of delegations considered
that the reference to the Secretary General’s Strategic Framework was relevant and
should be kept in the text as a direct quote. Two delegations (Russian Federation,
Hungary) expressed reservations to the inclusion of that quote.



http://rm.coe.int/0900001680a07810
file:///C:/Users/lambrecht/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/FJDWA9B1/CM/Del/Dec(2021)131/2a
file:///C:/Users/lambrecht/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/FJDWA9B1/CM/Del/Dec(2021)131/2a

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

The proposal made by one delegation (Bulgaria) to translate all relevant documents of
the Council of Europe into all national languages of its member States was met with
overall support; however, it was also pointed out that the Council of Europe could not
take responsibility for such translations.

Chapter 2.1: Freedom from violence for all children

The delegations agreed to including a number of additions in the “Challenges” part,
notably a reference to “hate crimes”.

One delegation (Russian Federation) expressed its disagreement with the wording of
point 1.1.8 referring to the Istanbul Convention, as it neither wished to support nor
accede to it, and proposed to delete the reference to it or, alternatively, to rephrase as
follows: “Supporting its member States that request it in their preparation for signature,
ratification and implementation of the Istanbul Convention, including through the
provision of technical and legal expertise.” Another delegation (Hungary) joined the
proposal to delete the reference to the Istanbul Convention, while the majority of
delegations preferred to keep the original text.

The Chair proposed, in consultation with the Secretariat, by way of compromise, to
amend the current text of point 1.1.8 as follows: “Supporting its member States, as
appropriate, towards signature, ratification and implementation of the Istanbul
Convention....”. As the delegation having made the original proposal could not agree
with the proposed change before consulting with its national authorities, the text
remained unchanged; the concerns and alternative proposal were noted in this report
and will be included in the draft strategy to be finally approved at its next meeting.
Following this exchange, two delegations (Hungary, Russian Federation) still
expressed reservations with regard to the reference to the Istanbul Convention (notably
in para. 4 and point 1.1.8) —in respect of one delegation (Russian Federation) pending
confirmation of agreement with the compromise solution proposed by the Chair;

Following the proposal of one delegation (Belgium), the CDENF considered whether
Roma children should be specifically mentioned with regard to child marriages, but
considered, by a majority, that it was not indicated to mention Roma children as a
specific category in the context of the paragraph, while the reference to "early
marriages" was considered to be relevant.

The Committee finally took note of the proposal to include a reference to the European
Convention on the exercise of children's rights but considered that such reference
would not be of sufficient added value to the strategic perspective of the text (also in
the light of the relatively limited number of ratifications of this text).

Any other business

Participants raised no other issues.

Date and place of next meetings

The Committee took note of the dates of the following next meetings:
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- 24 June 2021: Joint Bureau meeting of the CDENF and the European Committee
on Legal Co-operation (CDCJ)

- 16-17 September 2021: CDENF Plenary session on migration

- 13-15 October 2021: 4" CDENF Plenary meeting

- 22 November 2021: Webinar on Covid-19 and the rights of the Child: challenges
related to intrafamily violence and mental health

- 23-24 November 2021: 5" meeting of the Working Group on responses to violence
against children (CDENF-GT-VAE)

- 13-14 December 2021: 4" Meeting of the Committee of Experts on the rights and
the best interests of the child in parental separation and in care proceedings the
CJ/ENF-ISE

7. Adoption of the abridged meeting report

Due to time constraints at the end of the meeting, the abridged report was sent to delegations
after the session, for approval via written procedure.
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Appendix Il

List of participants

MEMBERS / MEMBERS

ALBANIA/ALBANIE

Ms Elona Halil Osmani
Ministry of Health and Social Protection

ANDORRA/ANDORRE

Mr Jordi Olivé Cadena
Head of the Care Service to Children and Adolescents

ARMENIA/ARMENIE

Ms Ivetta Shahbazyan
Head of Children Rights Protection Unit
Staff of the Human Rights Defender of the Republic of Armenia

AUSTRIA/AUTRICHE

AZERBAIJAN/AZERBAIDJAN

Ms Raida Amirbayova
The State Committee for Family, Women and Children Affairs

BELGIUM/BELGIQUE

Mme Valérie Gengoux
Federal public Service Justice
Service for criminal policy

Mr Joost Van Haelst

Children’s Rights Policy Officer
Department for Culture, Youth and Medias
Flemish Government

Ms Jade Imane Person
Stagiaire en charge des questions internationales
Observatoire de I'enfance, de la jeunesse et de l'aide a la jeunesse (OEJAJ)

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA/ BOSNIE ET HERZEGOVINE

BULGARIA/BULGARIE

Ms Eleonora Lilova
Chairperson of the State Agency for Child Protection



Ms Milena Anastasova
Chief expert at “Child Policies and Programs, Strategic Development and Co-ordinator” Directorate
State Agency for Child Protection

Ms Maria Belichovska
Expert at “Child Policies and Programs, Strategic Development and Co-ordinator” Directorate
State Agency for Child Protection

CROATIA/CROATIE

CYPRUS/CHYPRE

Ms Despo Michaelidou
Cypriot Commissioner for Children’s Rights

CZECH REPUBLIC/REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE

DENMARK/DANEMARK

Ms Suvi Sirkitta Svendsens

Head of Section

Legal and International Relations
Ministry of Social Affairs and the Interior

ESTONIA/ESTONIE

FINLAND/FINLANDE

Ms Helin& Heikkinen

Legal Officer

Unit for Human Rights Courts and Conventions
Legal Service

Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Ms Marjo Malja
Senior Ministerial Adviser, Social affairs
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health

FRANCE

Mr Alexis Rinckenbach

Chef du Bureau des affaires européennes et internationales
Direction Générale de la Cohésion sociale

Ministere des Solidarités et de la santé

Mme Stefania Chiru

Chargée de mission

Bureau des affaires européennes et internationales
Ministere des Solidarités et de la Santé

GEORGIA/GEORGIE

GERMANY/ALLEMAGNE




GREECE/GRECE

Ms Maria-Andriani Kostopoulou
Attorney at Law, Supreme Court

Ms Panagiota Margaroni

Official

Department of Relations with International Organisations
Directorate of International Relations

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs

HUNGARY/HONGRIE

Ms Boglarka Eniko Barkaszi

EU and International Policy Officer
Department for Multilateral Affairs
Ministry of Human Capacities

ICELAND/ISLANDE

Ms Silja Stefansdottir
Legal Advisor
Ministry of Social Affairs

Ms Hjordis Eva Thordardottir
Special Advisor
Ministry of Social Affairs

IRELAND/IRLANDE

Mr Peter Szlovak
Department of Children, Youth Affairs, Disability and Integration

Ms Deidre Reidy
Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth

ITALY/ITALIE

Mr Marino di Nardo

Senior Child Policy Experts

Department for Family Policies

Italian Presidency of the Council of Ministers

Ms Valentina Fiore
Office of the Italian Authority for Children and Adolescents

LATVIA/LETTONIE

Mr Lauris Neikens

Senior expert

Children and family policy department
Ministry of Welfare

LIECHTENSTEIN

LITHUANIA/LITUANIE




LUXEMBOURG

Ms Marguerite Krier

Chef de service des droits des enfants

Conseiller de Gouvernement 1ére classe

Ministére de I'Education nationale, de 'Enfance et de la Jeunesse

Ms Myriam Scholer

Docteur en Psychologie, Expert en Sciences humaines

Service des Droits des enfants

Ministére de I'Education nationale, de I'Enfance et de la Jeunesse

MALTA/MALTE

Mr Jonathan Silvio

Director

Policy Development and Programme Implementation

Ministry for Social Justice and Solidarity, the Family and Children’s Rights

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA/REPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA

Mr Igor Chisca

Senior Consultant

Directorate for Policy for the Protection of the Rights of the Child and Families with Children
Ministry of Health, Labor and Social Protection

MONACO

Mme Marianne Lanteri
Chef de Division de la Direction de I'Action et de I'Aide Sociales

MONTENEGRO

Ms Milica Joksimovi¢
Independent advisor
Government of Montenegro

NETHERLANDS/PAYS-BAS

Ms Marcella van der Kloet
Policy adviser
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport

NORTH MACEDONIA/MACEDOINE DU NORD

NORWAY/NORVEGE

Ms Solvor Backlund
Senior Advisor
The Norwegian Directorate for Children, Youth and Family Affairs

POLAND/POLOGNE

Judge Pawet Kaczor
Department of International Cooperation and Human Rights
Ministry of Justice
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PORTUGAL

Ms Roséario Farmhouse
President of the National Commission for the Promotion of the Rights and Protection of Children and
Young People

ROMANIA/ROUMANIE

Ms Florica Chereches

President of National Authority for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Children and Adoptions
(N.A.R.P.D.C.A)

Secretary of State

RUSSIAN FEDERATION/FEDERATION DE RUSSIE

Ms Olga Opanasenko
Expert
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

SAN MARINO/SAINT-MARIN

Ms Sylvie Bollini
Ambassadeur Extraordinaire et Plénipotentiaire
Représentante Permanente

SERBIA/SERBIE

Ms lvana Bankovié¢
Senior Adviser
Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veteran and Social Affairs

SLOVAK REPUBLIC/REPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE

Ms Maria Vargova
Director of National Coordination Centre for Resolving the Issues of Violence against Children (NCC)
Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family

SLOVENIA/SLOVENIE

Ms Ruzica Boski¢

Secretary

Family Affairs Directorate

Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities

SPAIN/ESPAGNE

Ms Elena Isabel Ruiz
General Directorate for the Rights of Children and Adolescents
Ministry of Social Rights and the 2030 Agenda

Ms Maria Navas

General Directorate for the Rights of Children and Adolescents
Ministry of Social Rights and the 2030 Agenda
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SWEDEN/SUEDE

Ms Johanna Aurell Viklund

Desk Officer

Division for Discrimination Issues, Human Rights and Child Rights Policy
Ministry of Employment

SWITZERLAND/SUISSE

M. Jean-Marie Bouverat

Affaires internationales

Secteur Organisations internationales
Office fédéral des assurances sociales

TURKEY/TURQUIE

Mr Mustafa Uludag
Deputy to the Permanent Representative to the Council of Europe

UKRAINE/UKRAINE

UNITED KINGDOM/ROYAUME-UNI

Mr Thomas Madden Apologised / Excusé
Childrens Rights, Senior Policy Advisor

Social Care, Mobility and Disadvantage Group

Department for Education

*kk

OBSERVER STATES TO THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE /
ETATS OBSERVATEURS AUPRES DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE

Holy See / Saint Siége

Ms Alessandra Aula
Secretary General
International Catholic Child Bureau

Mexico / Mexique

Ms Lorena Alvarado Quezada
Deputy to the Permanent Observer of Mexico to the Council of Europe / Adjointe a I'Observateur
Permanent du Mexique auprés du Conseil de I'Europe

*k%k

NON-MEMBER STATES WITH THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE HAS A NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP /
ETATS NON MEMBRES AVEC LESQUELS LE CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE A UN PARTENARIAT DE
VOISINAGE

Tunisia/ Tunisie

Mme Jamila Betaieb
Ministére de la Femme, de la Famille, de 'Enfance et des Seniors
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS / ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES

EUROPEAN UNION / UNION EUROPEENNE

European External Action Service (EEAS) / Service Européen pour I'Action Extérieure (SEAE)

Ms Vasiliki Voziki
Trainee — EU Delegation to the Council of Europe

Ms Maria Cristina Di Mauro
EU Delegation to the Council of Europe

Ms Anna Hertkon
Legal Affairs Trainee - EU Delegation to the Council of Europe

UNITED NATIONS / NATIONS UNIES

United Nations Secretary-General / Nations Unies Secrétaire Général

Mr Manus De Barra

Child Protection Officer

Office of the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on Violence against
Children (SRSG VAC)

United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) / Comité des droits de I’enfant des
Nations Unies (CDE)

Mr Benoit Van Keirsbilck
Member / membre

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) / Haut-Commissariat des Nations
Unies pour les Réfugiés (HCR)

Mr Andreas Wissner
UNHCHR Representative to the European Institutions in Strasbourg / Représentant de 'TUNHCR
aupres des Institutions européennes a Strasbourg

Ms Delphine Leneutre

Legal Associate / Associée juridique

UNHCR Representation to the European Institutions in Strasbourg / Représentation de 'TUNHCR
aupres des Institutions européennes a Strasbourg

Mr Eduardo Arroyo
Intern / Stagiaire

*kk

OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS

Children’s Rights Information Network (CRIN) / Réseau d’information sur les droits des enfants

(CRIN)

Mr Leo Ratledge
Legal and Policy Director
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European Network of Ombudspersons for Children (ENOC) / Réseau européen des médiateurs
pour enfants (ENOC)

Mr Bruce Adamson
ENOC Chair

Eurochild
Ms Mieke Schuurman
Senior Policy Advisor

Children’s Rights & Safeguarding

International Association of Youth and Family Judges and Magistrates (IAYFJM) / Association
internationale des magistrats de la jeunesse et de la famille (AIMJF)

Mr Daniel Pical
Président de la Section Européenne

Missing Children Europe

Ms Agata Wanat
Policy Assistant

SOS Children Villages International

Ms Rosana Martinelli
Global Advocacy Adviser

*kk

ORGANS AND COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE /
ORGANES ET COMITES DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE

European Committee of Social Rights (ECSR) / Comité européen des Droits sociaux

Ms Aoife Nolan
Vice-President of the European Committee of Social Rights

Committee of Experts on Roma and Traveller Issues (ADI-ROM) / Comité d’experts sur les
guestions relatives aux Roms et aux Gens du voyage (ADI-ROM)

Ms Malgorzata Milewska

Member and Rapporteur Roma Children

Ministry of Interior and Administration Department of Denominations and National and Ethnic Minorities
National Minorities Division (Poland)

European Social Cohesion Platform (PECS) / Plateforme européenne de cohésion sociale
(PECS)

Ms Tiziana Zannini

PECS Rapporteur on Children’s Rights
Director General

Italian Presidency of the Council of Ministers
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Committee of the Parties to the Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual
Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (Lanzarote Committee) / Comité des Parties a la Convention du
Conseil de ’Europe sur la protection des enfants contre I’exploitation et les abus sexuels
(Comité Lanzarote)

Mr George Nikolaidis

Representative of Lanzarote Committee

Psychiatrist

Research Director of Department of Mental Health & Social Welfare
Institute of Child Health, Greece

European Committee on Legal Co-operation (CDCJ) / Comité européen de coopération
juridique (CDCJ)

Mr Werner Schiitz
Member (Austria)

Ms Magdalena Bochinska

CDCJ Rapporteur on Children’s Rights
Chief specialist

Department for family and juvenile matters
Ministry of Justice

Steering Committee for Human Rights (CDDH) / Comité directeur pour les droits de 'homme
(CDDH)

Ms Brigitte Konz

Member

Présidente du Tribunal

Tribunal d’Arrondissement de Diekirch
Luxembourg

Conference of INGOs of the Council of Europe / Conférence des OING du Conseil de I'Europe

Mr Michel Grangeat
European Committee for Home-based Priority Action for the Child and the Family (EUROCEF)

*kk

SECRETARIAT / SECRETARIAT

Secretariat of the Parliamentary Assembly / Secrétariat de I'Assemblée parlementaire

Ms Angela Garabagiu
Secretary to the Committee on Migration, Refugees and Displaced Persons

Ms Raya Dimitrova
Trainee — Secretariat of the Committee on Social Affairs
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DGI — Directorate General of Human Rights and Rule of Law / Direction générale Droits de
I'Homme et Etat de droit

Secretariat of the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) / Secrétariat du Comité européen pour la
prévention de la torture

et des peines ou traitements inhumains ou dégradants (CPT)

Ms Francesca Gordon
Administrator

Secretariat of Bioethics / Secrétariat Bioéthique

Ms Natalia Zaytseva
Legal administrator

Ms Emily Wilberg
Trainee

Secretariat of the Co-operation Group to Combat Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking in Drugs
(Pompidou Group) / Secrétariat du Groupe de coopération en matiére de lutte contre I'abus et
le trafic illicite des stupéfiants (Groupe Pompidou)

Ms Florence Mabileau
Deputy to the Executive Secretary / Adjointe au Secrétaire exécutif

Ms Ana Trudov

DGII = Directorate General of Democracy / Direction générale de la Démocratie

Education Department / Service de I’éducation

Ms Marta Medlinska
Coordinator / Coordinatrice
Education Policy Division / Division des politiques éducatives

Directorate of Anti-Discrimination / Direction de I’anti-discrimation

Mr Jeroen Schokkenbroek
Director / Directeur

Children ‘s Rights and Sport Values Department / Service des droits des enfants et des valeurs
du sport

Ms Elda Moreno
Head of Department / Cheffe du Service

Secretariat to the Steering Committee for the Rights of the Child / Secrétariat du Comité
Directeur pour les droits de I'enfant

Ms Regina Jensdottir
Children's Rights Co-ordinator, Head of the Children’s Rights Division / Coordinatrice des droits des
enfants, Cheffe de la Divison des droits des enfants

Ms Katrin Uerpmann

Secretary to the Steering Committee for the Rights of the Child / Secrétaire du Comité Directeur pour les
droits de I'enfant

Programme Officer / Responsable de programme
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Ms Maren Lambrecht-Feigl

Co-Secretary to the Steering Committee for the Rights of the Child / Co-secrétaire du Comité Directeur
pour les droits de I'enfant

Programme Officer / Responsable de programme

Ms Maia Mamulashvili
Communication

Ms Maria Asensio Vellasco
Policy Officer / Chargée de mission

Ms Faustine Labbadi
Policy Officer / Chargée de mission

Ms Valérie Giret-Lerch
Assistant / Assistante

Mr Tapio Koivula
Trainee / Stagiaire

INTERPRETERS / INTERPRETES

Ms Elisabetta Bassu
Mr Rémy Jain
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