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EUROPEAN COMMITTEE ON DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE 
(CDDG) 

 

WORKING GROUP ON DEMOCRACY AND TECHNOLOGY 
(GT-DT) 

 

 

MEETING REPORT 

 

Strasbourg, 27-28 January 2020 

 

 

1. Opening of the meeting  

 

The Secretariat welcomed the members of the Working Group, who introduced themselves. 

The list of participants is set out in Appendix I. 

 

2. Election of the Chair and Vice-Chair 

 

The Working Group elected Ambassador Almir Šahović (Bosnia and Herzegovina) as Chair, and 

Ms Amber Mechelse (Netherlands) as Vice-Chair.   

 

3. Agenda 

 

The agenda was adopted as set out in Appendix II.  

 

4. Introduction: technology as a challenge and an opportunity for democracy 

 

Ms Claudia Luciani, Director of Human Dignity, Equality and Democracy, DGII, gave an overview 

of current activities by the Council of Europe with regards to the impact of digital technologies 

on democracy, human rights and the rule of law, highlighting the work of the Ad hoc Committee 

on Artificial Intelligence (CAHAI).  

 

Technology was constantly evolving and several bodies within the Council of Europe were 

working on digital transformation or specific aspects of it. The Working Group thus needed to 

coordinate with other bodies and identify areas where it would provide an added value. Many 

questions had not been explored, including the impact of digital transformation and the 

increasing use of technologies on political pluralism and civil participation, the issue of political 

micro-targeting and the role of internet intermediaries, to mention a few.  
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5. Terms of reference 

 

Following the presentation by the Secretariat of the terms of reference as approved by the 

CDDG, the Working Group held an exchange of views on the overlapping between specific task 

i. (the study on the impact of digital transformation on democracy and good governance) and 

specific task ii (new technologies and the electoral process), the timeline and working methods. 

The Secretariat recalled that a restricted access webpage would be set up to enable members 

of the working group and the CDDG to share information and make progress in relation to 

accomplishing the specific tasks in between meetings. The Secretariat also recalled that Mr Peter 

Andre would participate in the meetings of the Working Group and ensure co-ordination with 

the CAHAI. 

 

6. Study on the impact of the digital transformation on democracy and good 

governance (task i.) 

 

The Secretariat presented: 

- a brief overview of ongoing work by other international organisations and fora;  

- a brief overview of national artificial intelligence strategies and regulatory initiatives; 

-  the proceedings of the Round Table on Artificial Intelligence and the future of democracy.  

 

A preliminary discussion ensued on the scope of the study, which would go beyond artificial 

intelligence to cover digital transformation as a whole. Member States were invited to provide 

updates on national developments. 

 

The Working Group heard presentations by: 

- Mr Thorsten Thiel, Research Group Lead, Weizenbaum Institute for the Networked Society, 

Berlin, Germany, on Digitalisation and democracy, and 

- Ms Gabriela Viale Pereira, Department for E-Governance and Administration, Danube 

University Krems, Krems a.d. Donau, Austria, on Smart cities and good governance. 

 

In the ensuing discussion the following issues were mentioned: micro-targeting in election 

campaigns, transparency of algorithmic decision making, quality of data and data protection, open 

government, open data and open source, rise of populism, civil participation and democratic 

oversight.  

 

The Working Group took part in the meeting of the Committee on Political Affairs and Democracy 

of the Parliamentary Assembly for the discussion of the report by Ms Deborah Bergamini (Italy, 

EPP/CD) on Need for democratic governance of Artificial Intelligence and heard a presentation by 

Mr Dario Fumagalli, legal expert in the field of privacy protection. In the margins of the meeting, 

the Chair of the Working Group invited Ms Bergamini to address the next CDDG plenary meeting.  

 

  

https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=090000168096a7de#_Toc24124125
https://rm.coe.int/cddg-2019-6e-al-democracy-other-organisations/168098e7a8
https://rm.coe.int/cddg-2019-5e-round-table-on-artificial-intelligence/168098e7a6
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The Working Group heard contributions by its members and reviewed a draft outline for the study, 

which would be structured around two main chapters, respectively on democracy and governance, 

with specific reference to the 12 Principles of Good Democratic Governance and examples of ways 

in which technologies give a positive contribution to democracy and good governance. 

 

The Secretariat was instructed to use the information collected during the meeting to revise the 

outline and draft some of its chapters, to be submitted to the Working Group using online 

communication or via the restricted access webpage, if operational.  

 

7. New technologies and the electoral process (task ii.) 

 

The Working Group heard a presentation by Mr Patrick Penninckx, Head of the Information 

Society Department (DGI), on New technologies and the electoral process. An exchange of 

views followed. 

 

The Working Group heard a presentation from Ms Ardita Driza Maurer, expert consultant, on 

New technologies in the electoral cycle. Guidance from the Council of Europe and took note of 

her paper.  

 

Mr Pierre Garrone, Head of the Division of Elections and Political parties, Venice Commission, 

presented the current work of the Venice Commission with regards to use of digital technology 

in elections and e-voting. 

 

During the ensuing discussion, the Working Group asked Ms Maurer, in cooperation with the 

Secretariat, to draft a questionnaire to identify challenges and opportunities as regards the 

application of new technologies to the different stages of the electoral cycle and help define the 

member States’ expectations as regards the possible Council of Europe work in this area. The 

Secretariat was also asked to prepare an overview of existing documents and instruments of 

the Organisation relevant to task ii. 

 

The Working Group expressed the wish to involve more closely Election Management Bodies in 

the continuation of its work and to reach out to civil society. 

 

The Working Group suggested inviting the President of the Venice Commission to the next CDDG 

meeting, and/or other high profile personalities in the area of elections.  

 

8. Other business 

 

None. 

 

9. Date and venue of next meeting  

 

The next meeting of the working group will be held on 21-22 September 2020 in Strasbourg. 
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APPENDIX I 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

CHAIRMAN / PRESIDENT 

 

Ambassador Almir ŠAHOVIĆ, Assistant Minister for Multilateral Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, SARAJEVO 

E-mail: almir.sahovic@mvp.gov.ba 

 

AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE 

 

Mr Gregor WENDA, Deputy Head of Department, Directorate General of Legal Affairs, Federal 

Ministry of Legal Affairs, Federal Ministry of the Interior, VIENNA 

E-mail: gregor.wenda@bmi.gv.at 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE 

 

Mr Zdeněk HRACH, E-Government Department, Ministry of Interior, PRAHA 

E-mail: zdenek.hrach@mvcr.cz 

 

FINLAND / FINLANDE 

 
Mr Markku MÖLLÄRI, Ministerial adviser, Department for Local Affairs and Regional Administration, 

Ministry of Finance, HELSINKI 

Tel: +358 40 568 1492; E-mail: markku.mollari@vm.fi 

 
GREECE / GRECE 

 

Apologised for absence / excusé 

 

ITALY / ITALIE 

 

Apologised for absence / excusé 

 

NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS 

 

Ms Amber MECHELSE, Senior Policy Officer Democracy, Democracy Department, Democracy 

and Governance Division, Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations, THE HAGUE 

Tel: (31) 6 15641095; E-Mail: amber.mechelse@minbzk.nl 

 

POLAND / POLOGNE 

 

Ms Aneta MACIEJEWSKA JAKS, National Institute of Local Government, ŁÓDŹ 

E-mail: aneta.maciejewska-jaks@nist.gov.pl 

 

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE 

 

M. Bertrand BISE, Chef suppléant de l’unité Projets législatifs I, Département fédéral de justice et 

police DFJP, Office fédéral de la justice OFJ, Domaine de direction Droit public, BERNE 

Tél : (41) 58 466 17 03 ; E-mail : bertrand.bise@bj.admin.ch 

 

UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI 

 

Mr Paul ROWSELL, Head of Governance Reform and Democracy Unit, Ministry of Housing, 

Communities and Local Government, LONDON 

E-mail: Paul.Rowsell@communities.gov.uk 

mailto:almir.sahovic@mvp.gov.ba
mailto:gregor.wenda@bmi.gv.at
mailto:zdenek.hrach@mvcr.cz
mailto:markku.mollari@vm.fi
mailto:amber.mechelse@minbzk.nl
mailto:aneta.maciejewska-jaks@nist.gov.pl
mailto:bertrand.bise@bj.admin.ch
mailto:Paul.Rowsell@communities.gsi.gov.uk
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RAPPORTEUR ON DEMOCRACY AND TECHNOLOGY / RAPPORTEUR SUR LA DÉMOCRATIE ET 

LA TECHNOLOGIE 

 

Mr Peter ANDRE, Senior Expert for Legal Affairs, Ministry of Interior, WIEN, Austria 

E-mail: peter.andre@bmi.gv.at 

 

 

OTHER PARTICIPANTS / AUTRES PARTICIPANTS 

 

CONFERENCE OF INGOS OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE / CONFERENCE DES OING DU 

CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 

 

M. Didier SCHRETTER, Representative of the Conference of INGOs of the Council of Europe at 

CDMSI and CAHAI 

E-mail: didierschretter@gmail.com 

 

CONGRESS OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE / 

CONGRES DES POUVOIRS LOCAUX ET REGIONAUX DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 

 

Mr Andrew DAWSON, Member of the Governance Committee, Congress of Local and Regional 

Authorities, CHESTER, United Kingdom 

E-mail: Andrew.dawson@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

 

Mr Tim LISNEY, Deputy Secretary of the Chamber of Local Authorities / Secrétaire adjoint de la 

Chambre des pouvoirs locaux – Secretary of the Governance Committee / Secrétaire de la 

Commission de la gouvernance 

Tel: (33) 3.88.41.35.73; E-mail: tim.lisney@coe.int 
 

Mr Kjartan MAGNUSSON, Secretariat of the Governance Committee / Secrétariat de la Commission 

de la gouvernance 

Tel: (33) 3.88.41.28.24 ; E-mail: kjartan.magnusson@coe.int 

 

VENICE COMMISSION / COMMISSION DE VENISE 

 

M. Pierre GARRONE, Head of the Division of Elections and Political Parties / Chef de la Division 

des élections et partis politiques – Venice Commission / Commission de Venise 

E-mail: pierre.garrone@coe.int 

 

INFORMATION SOCIETY / SOCIETE DE L’INFORMATION 

 

Mr Patrick PENNINCKS, Head of Department, Information Society Department, Directorate 

General of Human Rights and Rule of Law 

E-mail: patrick.pennincks@coe.int 

 

 

EXPERT CONSULTANTS / CONSULTANT-EXPERTS 

 

Ms Ardita DRIZA MAURER, University of Zurich, Zentrum für Demokratie Aarau, Gimel, Switzerland 

E-mail: ardita.driza@sefanet.ch 

 

Mr Thorsten THIEL, Research Group Lead “Digitalisation and democracy”, Weizenbaum Institute 

for the Networked Society, Berlin, Germany 

E-mail: Thorsten.thiel@wzb.eu 

 

Ms Gabriela VIALE PEREIRA, Associate Researcher, Department for E-Governance and 

Administration, Danuber University Krems, Austria 

E-mail: gabriela.viale-pereira@donau-uni.ac.at 

mailto:peter.andre@bmi.gv.at
mailto:didierschretter@gmail.com
mailto:Andrew.dawson@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
mailto:tim.lisney@coe.int
mailto:kjartan.magnusson@coe.int
mailto:pierre.garrone@coe.int
mailto:patrick.pennincks@coe.int
mailto:ardita.driza@sefanet.ch
mailto:Thorsten.thiel@wzb.eu
mailto:gabriela.viale-pereira@donau-uni.ac.at
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SECRETARIAT 

 

Ms Claudia LUCIANI, Director of Human Dignity, Equality and Governance / Directrice de la dignité 

humaine, de l’égalité et de la gouvernance / Directorate General of Democracy / Direction générale 

de la démocratie 

Tel : +33 (0)3 88 41 21 49 ; E-mail : claudia.luciani@coe.int 

 

Ms Sonia SIRTORI, Head of the Democratic Governance Division / Cheffe de la Division de la 

gouvernance démocratique – Secretary of the CDDG / Secrétaire du CDDG - Directorate of 

Human Dignity, Equality and Governance / Direction de la dignité humaine, de l’égalité et de la 

gouvernance, Directorate General of Democracy / Direction générale de la démocratie  

Tel: +33 (0)3 88 41 23 70; E-mail: sonia.sirtori@coe.int 

 

Ms Judith ORLAND, Democratic Governance Division / Division de la gouvernance démocratique – 

Directorate of Human Dignity, Equality and Governance / Direction de la dignité humaine, de 

l’égalité et de la gouvernance, Directorate General of Democracy / Direction générale de la 

démocratie  

Tel: +33 (0)3 90 21 62 43; E-mail: judith.orland@coe.int 

 

Mme Isabelle ETTER - Assistant / Assistante 

E-mail : isabelle.etter@coe.int 
 

Mr Stefan STANKOVIC – Trainee / Stagiaire 

 

 

Interpreters / Interprètes 

 

M. Derrick WORSDALE 

M. Nicolas GUITTONNEAU 

Mme Isabelle MARCHINI 

  

mailto:claudia.luciani@coe.int
mailto:sonia.sirtori@coe.int
mailto:judith.orland@coe.int
mailto:isabelle.etter@coe.int
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APPENDIX II 

 
AGENDA 

  

 
1. 

 

Opening of the meeting  

 

 

2. Election of the Chair and Vice-Chair 

 

 

3. Adoption of the agenda 

 

[GT-DT(2020)OJ1] 

 

4. Introduction: technology as a challenge and an opportunity 

for democracy 

 

Overview by Ms Claudia Luciani, Director, of Human Dignity, 

Equality and Democracy, DGII 

 

 

5. 

 

 

 

 

Terms of reference 

 

Information and discussion on the terms of reference, working 

methods and time-table 

 

[GT-DT(2020)1] 

6. 

 

 

Study on the impact of the digital transformation on 

democracy and good governance (task i.) 

 

- Mapping initiatives in Council of Europe member States and in 

other international organisations: Presentation by the Secretariat 

and contributions by members of the working group 

 

- Exchange of views with experts on: 

• Artificial intelligence and democracy by Mr Thorsten Thiel, 

Research Group Lead, “Digitalisation and democracy”, Weizenbaum 

Institute for the Networked Society, Berlin, Germany 

• Smart cities and good governance by Ms Gabriela Viale Pereira, 

Department for E-Governance and Administration, Danube 

University Krems, Krems a.d. Donau, Austria 

 

 

- Drafting an outline for the study; planning further contributions by 

members of the working group 

 

 

 

[GT-DT(2020)3] 

 

 

 

[CDDG(2019)5] 

[CDDG(2019)6] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[GT-DT(2020)2] 

 

 

7. New technologies and the electoral process (task ii.) 

 

- Overview by Ms Ardita Driza Maurer, expert consultant, and 

consideration of her expert paper 

- The work of the Venice Commission 

- Cybersecurity aspects 

- Data protection 

- Contributions by members of the working group  

 

 

 

[GT-DT(2020)4] 

 

8. 

 

Other business 

 

 

9. Date and venue of next meeting  
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