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Call for Expression of Interest 
To establish a group of Moldovan local authorities to work on 
increasing civil participation in decision making level




	Project
	Promoting civil participation in political decision making in the Republic of Moldova
	Implementing entity
	COUNCIL OF EUROPE

	
	Congress of Local and Regional Authorities
	Duration of the Project
	01 May 2024 – 30 April 2026

	Estimated starting date of project activities for selected municipalities
	16 June 2025
	
Deadline for applications
	30 May 2025
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[bookmark: _Toc452388442][bookmark: _Toc195816198]INTRODUCTION

This call for expression of interest is launched in the framework of the Council of Europe Project 'Promoting Civil Participation in Political Decision-Making in the Republic of Moldova' The project is implemented by the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities within the Council of Europe Action Plan for the Republic of Moldova 2025-2028. It aims to enhance the quality of local democracy through increased civil participation in decision-making processes.

The objective of this call is to support a selected group of pilot local authorities (i.e., local elected representatives and municipal staff) to develop their capacities for effective civil engagement and to pilot civil participation efforts, thereby fostering a culture of participation within local governance improve the quality of local democracy through increased civil participation. The call aims to establish a group of 12 municipalities with a diverse representation of regions and sizes which will benefit from:
· Expert support and training sessions tailored to enhance the understanding and implementation of civil participation practices at the local level;
· Guidance to align local regulations and policies with European standards and good practices for civil participation;
· Platforms for dialogue and collaboration with other local authorities, central authorities, citizens, CSOs and diverse community groups to enhance the impact of civil participation efforts;
· Opportunities for international collaboration and peer exchanges allowing municipalities to learn from each other and share best practices in civil participation.

I. [bookmark: _Toc452388443][bookmark: _Toc195816199]BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE PROJECT

This call for expression of interest is launched in the framework of the Council of Europe Project ‘Promoting Civil Participation in Political Decision-Making in the Republic of Moldova’. The project aims to strengthen democratic public participation at the local level by enhancing the capacities of local authorities and civil society organizations to engage citizens effectively in decision-making processes.
Since the ratification of the European Charter on Local Self-Government, Moldova has undertaken significant reforms aimed at decentralizing governance and empowering local authorities. This project builds upon these reforms by focusing on the active involvement of citizens in local governance processes, ensuring that their voices are heard in decision-making.
Project partners include:
· Pilot public authorities (villages and towns, municipalities)
· Congress of Local Authorities (Congresul Autorităţilor Locale)
· State Chancellery of the Republic of Moldova
· Parliament (Parlamentul Republicii Moldova)
· Ministry of Education and Research


II. [bookmark: _Toc452388460][bookmark: _Toc195816200]EVALUATION AND SELECTION PROCEDURE

1. [bookmark: _Toc452388462][bookmark: _Toc195816201]Eligibility criteria

To be eligible to participate in the project, an applicant must be a local authority in the Republic of Moldova from the following regions: North, Centre, South.

2. [bookmark: _Toc452388463][bookmark: _Toc195816202]Selection criteria

Applications will be assessed based on the letter of expression of interest (see below: documents to be submitted) against the following criteria:
· The relevance of local challenges and needs with regard to the objective of the project on improving the quality of local democracy; 
· [bookmark: _Toc452388451][bookmark: _Toc83403140][bookmark: _Toc83470787]Sufficient operational capacity and human resources, preferably with gender balanced staff of the local authority;
· Commitment to  strengthening citizens participation in local decision-making, active engagement of diverse community groups including youth  and cooperation with civil society.

The project will seek to ensure political pluralism and fair representation of female and male local elected representatives. Other elements which will be considered in the selection of the participants will be the diversity of the municipalities’ geographical location, size, population and needs.

III. [bookmark: _Toc452388455][bookmark: _Toc86934036][bookmark: _Toc195816203]HOW TO APPLY?

1. [bookmark: _Toc452388456][bookmark: _Toc86934037][bookmark: _Toc195816204]Documents to be submitted

The applicant municipality must send a letter of expression of interest which shall describe the motivation of the local authority for participating in the project and be signed by the mayor.
In particular, the letter should be no more than 2 pages and contain information on:
· Previous achievements in promoting civil participation
· Challenges and needs
· Established practices in civil participation
· Future commitments and issue focus
· Interest in specific tools & methods (optional)

The letter should be accompanied by the information sheet with the following information (see Annex I):
· [bookmark: _Hlk84839886]Name of the local authority
· Name and gender of the mayor
· Number of women and men working in the local authority
· Territorial description (urban, rural)
· Demographics (number of inhabitants disaggregated by gender, age, ethnicity);



2. [bookmark: _Toc452388457][bookmark: _Toc195816205]Additional information

Any question, related to the Call should be submitted by 20 May 2025 (by midnight CET), in English, Romanian or Russian, to the following e-mail address: localgovtender.moldova@coe.int. 
3. [bookmark: _Toc452388458][bookmark: _Toc195816206]Deadline for submission of Expressions of Interest

The letter of motivation, together with the information sheet on the applicant local authority, must be submitted in electronic form (Word and/or PDF) in English, Romanian or Russian to the following e-mail address: localgovtender.moldova@coe.int. 

E-mails should contain the following reference in subject line: Expression of Interest_Name of the municipality.

Applications must be received before 30 May 2025 (at midnight Chisinau time). Applications received after the abovementioned date will not be considered.


IV. [bookmark: _Toc452388464][bookmark: _Toc195816207]NOTIFICATION OF THE DECISION AND ENROLMENT IN THE PROJECT

On completion of the selection process, all applicants will be notified in writing of the final decision concerning their respective applications as well as on the next steps to be undertaken.

The selected applicants will be invited to sign a Memorandum of Understanding with the Council of Europe.
V. [bookmark: _Toc452388465][bookmark: _Toc195816208]INDICATIVE TIMETABLE

	Phases
	Indicative timing

	Publication of the call
	5 May 2025

	Deadline for submitting applications
	30 May 2025

	Information meetings
	12 May, 14 May, 21 May 2025

	Information to applicants on the results of the application
	15 June 2025

	Signature of the Memorandum of Understanding
	June

	Implementation period
	15 June 2025 – 28 February 2026
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[bookmark: _Toc195816209]ANNEX I - INFORMATION SHEET AND GUIDANCE 

Call for interest to establish a group of Moldovan local authorities to work on 
civil participation in local decision-making processes

Information sheet 
To be attached to the motivation letter

	General information

	Local authority
	

	Mayor
	

	☐Female                              ☐Male                             ☐Other

	Percentage of local authority staff by gender 
	

	Number of local authority staff
	

	Staff responsible for follow-up with Council of Europe
	Name:

	
	Position:

	
	Email:

	
	Tel.:

	Territorial description 

	Territorial extension (in m2)
	

	Type of territory (urban, rural)
	

	Demographics 

	Total number of inhabitants
	


	Percentages of population by gender
	


	Percentages of population by age
	


	Percentages of population by ethnicity (if available)
	






Guidance on Expressions of Interest
The following guidance is provided to assist in preparing letters of expression of interest. You may use this format or prepare a separate document (max 2 pages) on this basis.

	Previous achievements in promoting civil participation
Describe key accomplishments in engaging citizens and civil society in local decision-making processes, promoting diversity, inclusion of underrepresented groups, gender equality.

	



	Challenges and needs
Identify specific challenges in citizen engagement including of underrepresented groups, women, youth, highlighting institutional capacity gaps in executive and legislative bodies and the needs of citizens across urban and rural areas in your local authority.

	



	Established practices in civil participation
Provide examples of existing mechanisms for involving civil society, media, youth, women, and other stakeholders in decision-making and describe the level of political diversity in local decision-making bodies.


	



	Future commitments and issue focus
Outline priorities and planned actions to strengthen civil participation, and inclusion of underrepresented groups. Highlight one or more areas of possible issue focus (policy area, local challenge) and how the local authority will benefit from partnering with the Council of Europe. 


	



	Interest in specific tools & methods (optional)

	If the local authority has a particular interest in piloting a specific type of civil participation tool or method, it is invited to indicate this here. 

☐ Strategic planning for civil participation (Civil Participation Toolkit)
☐ Strengthening consultative civil participation (CivicLab)
☐ Engaging citizens and youth (UChange Game)
☐ School Participatory Budgeting
☐ Deliberative democracy (Citizen Assemblies)




	Signature by the Mayor
	


Date, Place 
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