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2. IEEE standards association (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers) 

 Vienna, 26 October 2019 

To:  Council of Europe's (CoE) Committee of Ministers Ad Hoc Committee on Artificial Intelligence (CAHAI) Secretariat 

From: Dr. Clara Neppel, Sr Director, IEEE European Operations 

Subject: Application for the CAHAI Observer Status 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

I am writing to request that you consider extending Observer status to the IEEE at the Ad hoc Committee 

on Artificial Intelligence (CAHAI).  

IEEE, the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, is the world's largest technical organization, 

encompassing the fields of engineering, computing, and information technology. We inspire a global 

community to innovate for a better tomorrow through our more than 423,000 members in over 160 

countries, and through our highly cited publications, conferences, technology standards, and professional 

and educational activities. 

As a not-for-profit institution, we are dedicated, under our scientific and technological prism, to supporting 

and advancing human well-being. We welcome the establishment of CAHAI as a groundbreaking effort in 

advancing human rights, democracy, and the rule of law. We view its success as of paramount importance 

in ensuring that humanity might reap the benefits of technology while mitigating its risks. 

IEEE is uniquely positioned to contribute to CAHAI’s “Main Tasks” and “Specific Tasks”, in support of a legal 

framework for the development, design and application of artificial intelligence systems, based on the 

Council of Europe’s standards on human rights, democracy and the rule of law. Specifically, IEEE can 

contribute: 

Unmatched expertise pertaining to the development of sound Ethics Certification Processes for 

Autonomous and Intelligent Systems (A/IS), including through IEEE’s Ethics Certification Program for 

Autonomous and Intelligent Systems (ECPAIS). 

Insights derived from the global, multi-year, multi-stakeholder IEEE Global Initiative on Ethics of 

Autonomous and Intelligent Systems, whose mission is to ensure that emerging technologies in general, 

and artificial intelligence in particular, protect and advance human rights and human well-being, 

consistently with global human rights standards, including ECHR and Convention 108+. 

Specific competence at the intersection of A/IS, Ethics, and the law, derived in particular from the IEEE 

Global Initiative’s Law Committee, which published specific conditions for the trustworthy adoption (or 

avoidance of adoption) of A/IS in legal systems and the practice of law. 

Globally recognized standardization expertise, which can support the development of sound regulatory or 

other instruments to ensure compliance with the standards of the Council of Europe in the design, 

development and application of digital technologies in the fields of human rights, democracy and the rule 

of law. 

We would be both honored and energized by an opportunity to lend our expertise in technology, 

standards-setting, ethics, and A/IS in supporting CAHAI in the realization of its vitally important mission. If 

granted observer status, IEEE’s representative would be Nicolas Economou, Co-Chair, Law Committee of 

the IEEE Global Initiative on Ethics of Autonomous and Intelligent System.  

Sincerely, 

Dr. Clara Neppel 

https://standards.ieee.org/industry-connections/ecpais.html
https://standards.ieee.org/industry-connections/ecpais.html
https://standards.ieee.org/industry-connections/ecpais.html
https://standards.ieee.org/content/dam/ieee-standards/standards/web/documents/other/ead1e.pdf
https://standards.ieee.org/content/dam/ieee-standards/standards/web/documents/other/ead1e.pdf
https://standards.ieee.org/content/dam/ieee-standards/standards/web/documents/other/ead1e.pdf
https://standards.ieee.org/content/dam/ieee-standards/standards/web/documents/other/ead1e_law.pdf
https://standards.ieee.org/content/dam/ieee-standards/standards/web/documents/other/ead1e_law.pdf
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