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Dear Sir or Madam,

Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe is the oldest and most
important initiative of the Council of Europe in the area of culture.
Poland joined the programme in 2017, wishing to intensify its co-
operation with the other countries determined to nurture com-
mon European values — human rights, respect for cultural diversity
and mutual comprehension. It is with pride and joy that in 2023, we
welcome the 12th Annual Advisory Forum on Cultural Routes of the
Council of Europe in £6dz.

The value of the Routes lies not only in promotion of sites of impor-
tance for our common European identity, but also in being a coop-
eration platform for those who commune with that heritage on an
everyday basis — researchers, conservators, and, last but not least,
members of local communities.

The topic of this year’s forum: Cultural Routes — social and creative
dimensions of cultural heritage in the post-industrial perspective
is extremely important for plenty of European countries which find
in the — not always easy — experience of post-industrial space an
added value for the development of local communities and for their
domestic culture.

It is not by coincidence that Lodz became the venue of the event.
The city, founded exclusively for industrial purposes, has been forg-
ing for itself a brand new, unique identity within the recent years. It
would not be happening if it were not for a creative transformation
of its post-industrial heritage. With its revitalized post-industrial
buildings and dynamic development of creative industries, Lodz has
been offered unmissable development opportunities.

This description of Polish sites on the map of Cultural Routes of the
Council of Europe has been published on the occasion of that im-
portant event. We hope that apart from being a souvenir, it will also
encourage you to set off on one of the described trails!

Piotr Glinski

Minister for Culture and National Heritage
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Industry, which has been evolving since the
industrial revolution, is of fundamental im-
portance to the economic, social and cul-
tural changes that have been taking place
in Europe since the 18th century. Long ne-
glected ‘monuments’ or ‘objects’ (i.e. his-
toric industrial and technological sites and
facilities) have now become the centre of
attention as material evidence of human
progress. These sites and facilities are as
valuable as they are difficult to preserve,
protect, and make accessible. The pro-

posal to create a Europe-wide network to
promote the continent’s historic industrial
heritage and build a tourism brand around it
was first raised in 1999. And so the creation
of the European Route of Industrial Heritage
(ERIH) began. The network is currently man-
aged by the ERIH Association, which brings
together over 300 members from dozens of
countries. The ERIH is now one of the most
systematically laid out and best managed
cultural routes in Europe. It is a theme route
that spans several countries and which is
focused on monuments that document the
industrialisation of Europe.

The structure of the route consti-
tutes an extensive network of over
100 ‘anchor points’ (i.e. sites that
stand out by virtue of both their
certified quality and their pre-
paredness to service tourist traf-
fic) and their associated regional
facilities. The concept behind the
route is additionally supported by
16 regional and theme routes (with
44 subcategories). This structure
links more than 2,200 European
industrial heritage sites.
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The website: https://www.erih.net/ is its pri-
mary source of information. The huge variety
of objects along the route is striking. These
consist of industrial and post-industrial land-
scapes, historic industrial complexes, in-
dividual plants, works of engineering, and
museums of industry and technology, and are
distributed among the 28 countries that make
up the Route. ERIH was certified as a Cultural
Route of the Council of Europe in 2019.

This certification was renewed in June
2023. In justifying its decision, the COE
stated: ‘The history of the industrialisation
of Europe is an essential part of our Euro-
pean heritage, shaping our continent’s his-
tory, landscape and the lives of Europeans
for the last 200 years since the industrial
revolution. Today, thousands of historic in-
dustrial sites, monuments and museums
bring this shared period of European his-
tory to life’

Poland actively participates in making the
idea of the European Route of Industrial
Heritage a reality. Our country has 7 anchor
points, one regional route, and several fa-
cilities associated with theme routes.

The anchor points of the Route in Poland
are: the Historic Silver Mine in Tarnowskie
Gory (a UNESCO World Heritage Site), the
Historic Guido Coal Mine in Zabrze, Manu-
faktura in £6dz, Exploseum in Bydgoszcz,
the Tyskie Brewing Museum in Tychy, the
Zywiec Brewery Museum, and the Old Mine
Science and Art Centre in Watbrzych. The
Silesian Route of Monuments of Technolo-
gy, which was established in October 2006
as a motor tourism theme route, is closely
related to the structure of the Route, which
includes over forty monuments connected
to the traditions of mining, metallurgy, en-
ergy production, rail transport, communi-
cations, water supply, and the food industry.
The sites that are listed in the links on the
route’s official website, but which are not
part of the ERIH structure, are the Krakdw,
Wroctaw, Warsaw Wielkopolska industrial
heritage trails, and the TeH20: Bydgoszcz
Water, Industry and Craft Trail. The region
of Silesia hosts an annual festival of techni-
cal monuments, closely associated with the
functioning of the route, known as the In-

coordinated by the Coal Mining Museum in
Zabrze, which also coordinates the Silesian
route of technical monuments.

The major processes that shaped
European industry occurred in
Poland in the 19th and 20th cen-
turies. During the industrial revo-
lution, mining and heavy industry
were developed, housing estates
built, factory towns established,
transport improved, and land-
scapes transformed on a large
scale.

The influence of the different political and
economic systems on the territory of pres-
ent-day Poland during the period of in-
dustrialisation has bequeathed a rich and
diverse hoard of monuments of this catego-
ry. This richness is confirmed by the number
of industrial monuments on the UNESCO
World Heritage List. No fewer than 47 ERIH
industrial heritage sites have qualified.
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The Museum of Metallurgy in Chorzéw

Polish industrial UNESCO sites include:
prehistoric striped flint mines in Krzemi-
onki Opatowskie, museumised salt mines
in Wieliczka and Bochnia, which date back
to the Middle Ages and operated until 20t
century, and lead, silver and zinc mines, to-
gether with a groundwater management
system, in Tarnowskie Gory. Efforts are un-
derway to have the paper mill in Duszniki
and the Gdarisk Shipyard added to the UN-
ESCO List. Applications on behalf of the Au-
gustéw Canal, the Elblag Canal, the wooden
radio mast in Gliwice, the chain bridge in
Ozimek, the oil mine in Bdbrka, and the fac-
tory settlement in Zyrardéw are also being
considered. Plans to exhibit the monuments
of industrial £6dzZ and the coal mining heri-
tage of Zabrze are being discussed.

These efforts are clearly intend-
ed to develop and strengthen the
promotion of Poland’s industrial
heritage. Nevertheless, the route
currently functions on the basis
of anchor points. These not only
guarantee that industrial topics
are presented in appealing ways,
but also act as institutions that
coordinate activities along the
route.

Polish anchor points

The historic Silver Mine in Tarnowskie Gory,
together with the Black Trout Adit (a UNES-
CO World Heritage Site), present the heri-
tage of ore mining, which was stepped up
in the 18th and 19th centuries after the in-
troduction of an innovative drainage system.
The facility is managed by the Tarnowskie
Godry Land Lovers’ Association, a non-gov-
ernmental organisation.

The historic Guido Coal Mine in Zabrze, which
is part of the Coal Mining Museum in Zabrze,
together with the ‘Queen Luiza’ Mining Her-
itage Park, the unique Main Key Hereditary
Adit, and a school mine from the People’s Re-
public of Poland (i.e. communist) era, form a
unique complex that documents the begin-
nings and subsequent development of coal
mining in Central Europe up until the second
half of the 20th century and details the pecu-
liarities of the socialist economy. The museum
coordinates, documents and researches Sile-
sia’s technological and industrial heritage.

The next anchor point, Manufaktura in £odz,
is a completely different place. This is an
example of converting a post-industrial
complex and assigning it a new role, while
respecting its historic value and grasping its
industrial legacy. The Izrael Poznarski Facto-
ry complex in £6dz was designed by Hilary
Majewski and built in 1872-1892.

In its day, it was one of the most rapidly de-
veloping textile factories in Europe, and pri-
marily processed cotton. The conversion
was carried out in 2002-2006. It is one of
the boldest examples of comprehensive-
ly revitalising a complex of post-industrial
monuments in Poland.

Another anchor point is the Exploseum, a
branch of the Leon Wyczdtkowski District
Museum in Bydgoszcz. It was originally the
DAG-Fabrik Bromberg and was built in 1939-
1945. The complex was a German arms fac-
tory owned by Dynamit Nobel AG. This firm
carried on the activity of the company that
Alfred Nobel founded in the 19th century. Al-
though, difficult to adapt and maintain, the
building has become a great regional tourist
attraction and is an important link in inter-
preting 20th-century history.

Other anchor points are related to the food
industry. The Tyskie Brewery in Tychy and
the Zywiec Brewery Museum in Zywiec are
housed in their original buildings, which
date from the 19th and early 20th centuries.
Traditional industrial brewing is presented in
a modern way. By way of contrast, the Old
Mine Science and Art Centre in Watbrzych
combines the functionality of a museum
with that of an active art and science centre,
which acts as alocal government cultural in-
stitution. The institutionis located on the site
of the former Julia’ (‘Thorez’) Coal Mine. The
revitalisation required 4.5 ha of the mining

The Historic Silver Mine in Tarnowskie Gory
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area of the largest mine in Watbrzych. The
core of the collection comprises large min-
ing machinery and appliances. In addition to
the museum staff, former mine workers act
as guides. This is considerably important
for the authenticity of the information being
conveyed and for the continuation of the in-
dustrial tradition of the place.

Facilities in more
relaxed settings

The Polish stretch of the ERIH has examples
of various industries and different scales of
production. There are small facilities, such as
the Museum of Bread, School and Curiosi-
ties in Radzionkow. Anything and everything
needed to produce bread throughout histo-
ry is exhibited here. There are also complex-
es that were among the largest and/or most
productive in Europe in their heyday. These
include the factory settlement and the tex-
tile factory complex in Zyrardéw. This is an

example of a 19th-century city built ‘in cru-
da radice’. The settlement accompanied the
construction of a linen textile factory. By the
turn of the 20th century, it was one of the
largest linen factories in the world.

Despite the increasing awareness
of the attractiveness and value
of our industrial and technologi-
cal legacy, much still needs to be
done to preserve and promote
this type of historical heritage.
¥6dz could serve as a ‘training
ground’. There were model im-
plementations and revitalisations,
but there were many challenges
too. £6dz is an industrial city, fa-
mous for its textile factories, that
grew spontaneously in the 19th
century.

The city, which in the 1820s was still a small
settlement with a population of about 800,
grew to be one of the largest cities in Poland
in the 20th century as a result of turbulent
industrialisation. It is now part of the ERIH.

The Krakéw Saltworks Museum in Wieliczka. A fragment of the permanent exhibition at the Krakéw Saltworks Museum in
Wieliczka. The exhibited equipment for horizontal and incline transport presents methods of delivering excavated material.

As discussed above, the ERIH anchor point
in £6dz is Manufaktura - Izrael Poznanski's
former textile factory complex. However,
this is not the only £6dz object on the route.
Another is the revitalised EC1 power plant.
This is the multi-building complex of the
former municipal power supplier. The plant
was established in 1907 and was the city’s
major heat and power generator until 2000.
Once production was shut down, the com-
plex was transformed into a modern cultural
centre, with the assistance of EU funds.

The facility houses a Science and Technol-
ogy Centre with thematic presentations
on energy processing, the development
of knowledge and civilisation, and an ‘em-
pirical zone' that demonstrates interactive
experiments in such fields as acoustics,
electromagnetism, optics and radioactiv-
ity. This is another example of a success-
ful revitalisation of a vast complex, in which
buildings and infrastructure have been
preserved intact or carefully restored; this
time enabling the presentation of the his-
toric EC 1 power plant.

kédZ's supply of technical and industrial
monuments is obviously not limited to these
places. These are merely a showcase in-
tended to encourage more thorough explo-
ration. The local cultural heritage trails can
be of assistance here.

The Museum of Bread, School and Curiosities in Radzionkéw

The k£6dz Industrial Architecture
Trail has been going since 20089.
It features the 27 most interesting
and significant buildings related
to the industry of the city (https://
ptsmlodz.pl/szlaki-turystyczne/).

Another worthy recommendation is the
£ddz Technical Monuments Trail. This was
created on the basis of an inventory of the
city’s technical monuments that was carried
out on the initiative of the Municipal Con-
servator of Monuments in 2015. The trail
includes 26 landmarks within the city limits
- places and equipment that now are relics
of bygone engineering (https://uml.lodz.pl/
dla-mieszkancow/zabytki/dziedzictwokul-
turowe/szlak-zabytkow-techniki/).

An important centre for research and doc-
umentation of industrial heritage on a su-
pra-regional scale is the Central Museum
of Textiles in £6dz, whose head office is lo-
cated in the ‘White Factory’ — a 19th-centu-
ry textile factory founded by Ludwik Geyer
(https://cmwl.pl/public/).

Finally, it should not be forgotten that it was
scholars from £6dz who directed Polish re-
search on 19th-century architecture (art
historian Krzysztof Stefariski) and industrial
heritage (architect Bartosz M. Walczak).


https://uml.lodz.pl/dla-mieszkancow/zabytki/dziedzictwokulturowe/szlak-zabytkow-techniki/
https://uml.lodz.pl/dla-mieszkancow/zabytki/dziedzictwokulturowe/szlak-zabytkow-techniki/
https://uml.lodz.pl/dla-mieszkancow/zabytki/dziedzictwokulturowe/szlak-zabytkow-techniki/
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Santiago de
Compostela Pilgrim
Routes

The network of pilgrimage routes to Santia-
go de Compostela has played a significant
role in the culture and identity of Europe
since the Middle Ages. It should therefore
come as no surprise that the Council of
Europe, with the Santiago de Compostela
Declaration of 23 October 1987, came up
with the idea of establishing European Cul-
tural Routes. At the same time, the route
leading to Compostela was designated
a reference point and a prototype for fu-
ture projects. Pilgrimage routes leading
‘from the threshold of the house’ to the
grave of St. James (Santo lago) in Com-
postela in Spanish Galicia connected the
furthest corners of Europe. Like a blood-
stream, dozens of local routes feed into
the main walking routes. These are all linked
to the ancient Via Regia (Royal Highway),
which connects the east of Europe with its
south-western end. They are also linked to

the main pilgrimage routes leading from
France, Portugal, Germany and the Span-
ish provinces. In its appraisal, the Council
of Europe wrote: ‘For centuries, pilgrims
could discover new traditions, languag-
es and ways of life and return home with
a rich cultural background that was rare at
a time when long-distance travel exposed
the traveller to considerable danger. Thus
the Santiago routes serve both as a sym-
bol, reflecting over one thousand years of
European history, and as a model of cultural
cooperation for Europe as a whole. In rec-
ognition of the exceptional universal value
of the pilgrimage route, for which there is
substantial evidence on the ground, the St
James Way was entered on the UNESCO
World Heritage List in 1993. After adding
extensions to the entry in 1998 and 2015,
it now operates under the name Camino
Francés and Routes of Northern Spain and
covers about 2,200 km of historical trails.

The cultural route of the Council of Europe
is currently co-created by eight countries,
including Poland. Poles have participat-

ed in the pilgrimage to Compostela since
the Middle Ages. The names of eminent
pilgrims are recorded, and old Polish trav-
el accounts are known. The delineation of
the St. James Way in Poland as part of the
European El Camino de Santiago network,
and the marking of it with the symbol of
the St. James Shell (Scallop Shell) began
in 2004. We currently have nearly 6,000
kilometres of it in Poland. These trails rec-
reate the routes of ancient pilgrimages.

The historic churches of St. James
are milestones on the Polish
routes. One of the architectural
pearls that can symbolize the Way
in Poland is the Church of St. James
the Apostle in Torun. Its Gothic ar-
chitecture dates back to the 14th
and 15th centuries, and the wealth
of architectural forms, furnishings
and details make it one of the most
impressive churches in the region.

The Polish St. James Way network connects
the borders of Poland with Lithuania (via a

A

Saint Jacob's Church in Torun

Polish Road called Camino Polaco), Ukraine
(via the historical Via Regia), Slovakia (via the
Beskid Way of St. James), the Czech Repub-
lic (via the Beskid Road and the Ktodzko, Nys-
ka and Zytawska Way of St. James), Germany
(via the Lower Silesia Way of St. James, the
Via Regia, and the Lubuska and Pomeranian
Way of St. James) and with Russia’s Kalinin-
grad Oblast (via the Pomeranian Way of St.
James). More information about individu-
al roads is available at www.camino.net.pl.

The Hansa

The Hanseatic League was a network of mer-
chant guilds that grew into an association
of cities that aimed to optimise the terms
of trade in northern Europe. The Hanseatic
League enjoyed its greatest economic and
political triumphs between the 13th and 17th
centuries. The de facto capital of the union
was Lubeck, although Gdansk occupied an
important place. The scope of the League’s
activities went far beyond its initial sphere
of interest, viz. the Baltic Sea basin. Nor was

1
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The Main City Hall in Gdansk

the Hanseatic League limited to the mar-
itime trade that connected German cit-
ies, Scandinavia, the Netherlands, and the
British Isles. It included such cities as Kiev,
Krakéw and Wroctaw. About 225 European
cities found themselves in a historical rela-
tionship and special economic union with
the Hanseatic League. Currently, the route
brings together 190 cities from 16 countries.
It is not linear, but designed to encourage
people to visit individual cities whose ties to
the Hanseatic League have left permanent
cultural traces.

The Council of Europe certified the route
in 1991, noting that: ‘All of the current 190
Hanseatic member cities share the same
democratic rights and the same core Eu-
ropean values; free trade, free movement
and protection of citizens. (..) this network
represents an important means of peace-
ful and respectful co-existence. In addition,
the Youth Hansa initiative brings together
young people from the Hanseatic cities, so
as to transfer these values to the next gen-
eration’.

Twenty-two Polish cities have
connections with the Hanseatic
League. The cities of Pomerania,
Warmia and Masuria dominate,
but Silesia and Krakéw (the for-
mer capital) have not been left
out. The Polish leg of the route
has the following stops: Biatog-
ard, Braniewo, Chetmno, Dartowo,
Elblag, Frombork, Gdarnsk, Gole-
niow, Koszalin, Kotobrzeg, Krakéw,
Kwidzyn, Lebork, Malbork, Olsz-
tyn, Stargard, Strzelce Opolskie,
Stawno, Stubice, Stupsk, Torun,
and Wroclaw.

The cultural significance of their connec-
tions with the Hanseatic League is amply
exemplified by Krakéw and Torun, whose
old towns are both UNESCO World Heritage
Sites, as are Malbork Castle and Museum.
Among other things, the castle exercised
control over the flow of goods down the
Vistula. The presence of Wroctaw on the
UNESCO List has nothing to do with its me-
dieval history, as evidenced by its expansive

Market Square and imposing Town Hall. For
its part, Gdansk is on the UNESCO Waiting
List, having applied for recognition by the
World Heritage Committee as the ‘City of
Freedom’ on account of the history of the
Gdansk Shipyard and its role in the Euro-
pean road to democracy. Chetmno and
Frombork stand out by dint of their histori-
cal significance and wealth of monuments.
Around 1233 a variant of the Magdeburg law
was enacted in Chetmo and duly named
the Chetmno law. This was the basis for re-
organising a number of merchant towns in
Pomerania, Prussia, Mazovia, Warmia and
Podlasie. Frombork can boast of its medi-
eval monuments, of being the Archiepisco-
pal See of Warmia, and of having been the
residence and workplace of Nicolaus Co-
pernicus.

Also historically significant is Elblag, once a
powerful merchant city that suffered greatly
during World War II. The reconstruction of
the Elblag old town using a method known
as retroversion is an instructive attempt to
reconcile the past and the present.

The Viking Route

The Vikings, whose Scandinavian culture de-
veloped between the 8th and 11th centuries,
were intrepid seafarers and conquerors. Pop-
ular culture focuses on their conquests and
bravery. But the Vikings were also explorers
and traders who created a culture that was
both materially and spiritually rich. The Viking
sagas are not only a valuable historical source,
but also part of Europe’s literary heritage. As
people of the sea, the Vikings reached the
ends of Northern and Western Europe, sailed
the North Atlantic and the Mediterranean,
and plied the rivers of Russia and Ukraine.
And the belief that they occasionally reached
North America is steadily gaining currency. In
1993, the Council of Europe certified the Vi-
king Cultural Route, which covers around 100
sites in 13 European countries. These include
rebuilt settlements in which the living condi-
tions and culture of the medieval Vikings are
reconstructed; there are museums of boats
and shipbuilding, runestones, sacral and se-
pulchral objects, fortresses, and museums
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of everyday objects. As the Council put it:
‘At a time when few people were travelling,
the Vikings raided, traded and settled exten-
sively. For centuries, they served as a vector
for the transmission of culture and traditions
throughout the European continent. The Vi-
king heritage therefore unites the peoples of
present-day Europe’.

Poland is contributing to the
creation of the Viking trail and is
doing so by reason of historical
circumstances and the presence
of the Vikings in the Baltic Sea Ba-
sin. The pride of the European Vi-
king Route in Poland is the Slavs
and Vikings' Centre Jomsborg —
Vineta - Wolin.

This is a reconstructed settlement, where
both the architecture and the realities of life
are meant to reflect the historical conditions
that prevailed in a Viking stronghold on the
Slavic shore of the Baltic. The reconstruc-
tion is based on historical references to Vi-
king fortresses and towns in Wolin. Hence
the name, in which we find a reference to the
legendary Jomsborg and its team of Jomsvi-
kings and the lost city of Vineta, which was lo-
cated at the mouth of the Oder River. Today's
settlement rises on the shore of the Dziwna
Strait, within the boundaries of the town of
Rectaw on the island of Wolin. The defensive
settlement was reconstructed on the basis
of archaeological evidence. It consists of 27
huts, 2 gates with ramparts and defensive
fortifications, and a harbour. Archaeological
experiments are conducted and historical
skills workshops are run here. The organisers
and animators of the settlement are mem-
bers of the Slavs and Vikings' Center - Joms-
borg — Vineta — Wolin. They are enthusiasts
and social activists involved in gathering
knowledge about the past, about the meet-
ing and penetration of Viking culture into the
Slavic world. The second reconstruction of a
Viking stronghold can be found near the Vis-
tula River in Warsaw. This is Jomsborg Boll-
werk in Wybrzeze Gdanskie. The stronghold
is the work of Jarl Einar, aka historian and ar-
chaeologist Stanistaw Wdowczyk.

The European Route
of Jewish Heritage

The Jewish Diaspora in Europe has exist-
ed since the Middle Ages. Initially, Jews
were most numerous in the Kingdom of the
Franks, the Rhineland, and Arab Spain (es-
pecially Andalusia). European Jews contin-
ued to maintain their cultural, religious and
legal separateness as they gradually set-
tled in other regions of Europe, especially
in Central and Eastern Europe. Jewish cul-
ture coexisted with other European cultures
for centuries. While there was conflict and
persecution, there was also assimilation
and strong cultural penetration. This coex-
istence was dramatically ruptured following
the advent of fascism and the criminal ac-
tivities of World War Il. The Holocaust was a
watershed in the history of European Jewry.

Monuments and research institutions, muse-
ums and social memory organisations bear
testimony to centuries of coexistence while
attesting to Jewish cultural identity. Intangi-
ble heritage includes both autonomous works
of Jewish culture and the huge contribution
of people of Jewish origin to the science, lit-
erature and art of Europe. In 2004, the CE
established the European Route of Jewish

The Jewish Historical Institute. One of the milk cans in which the second part
of the Ringelblum Archive was hidden, presented at the permanent exhibition.

Heritage, stating: 'Much of Jewish history is
rooted in Europe, with a past made up of mi-
gration persecutions and precariousness,
but also of exchanges, humanism and a pro-
fusion of mutual enrichment. A key aspect of
the routes is accordingly their recognition of
the essential contribution made by Jewish
tradition in building cultural diversity through
intense intercultural dialogue’. The route was
jointly created by 21 countries. There was no
way that Poland could not contribute as many
of the threads of the history and culture of Eu-
ropean Jewry are concentrated here.

The route is participatory in nature.
This is not only to illustrate history,
but also to include and integrate
communities. Hence its project na-
ture, i.e. its creation is a joint effort
on the part of organisations and in-
dividuals motivated by an interest
in the topic. In Poland, these are the
‘Grodzka Gate - NN Theatre’ Centre
in Lublin and the Taube Center for
Jewish Life and Learning in Poland,
whose head office is in Warsaw.

The Taube Foundation is creating a national
route of Jewish heritage in Poland that fo-
cuses on the main urban centres of Jew-
ish community life. This route takes in the
history of Jews in Warsaw, Lublin, Krakdw,
Wroctaw and £6dz. Each of these cities is
to become the hub of a network of region-
al routes. The marked routes serve to illus-
trate such people, places and objects as
Polin, Shtetl, Ashkenazim, Galicians, Hasidim,
Lodzermenschen, and Yekkes. The idea is
to present a chronological cross-section
of the complexity and richness of Jewish
culture in Poland. The ‘Grodzka Gate - NN
Theatre' in turn is working on building the-
matic, local routes, known as ‘Shtetl Routes'.
Shtetls were small Jewish towns.

They were a characteristic feature of the
cultural landscape of what is now the bor-
derland of Poland, Belarus and Ukraine. The
concept encompasses field penetrations,
and even time travel, e.g. through digital 3D
models of historic towns from present-day
Poland, Belarus and Ukraine.
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The Benedictine Abbey in Tyniec

Cluniac Sites in
Europe (2005)

Religious bodies occupy a special place in Eu-
ropean culture. They not only focused on their
religious mission, but also shaped various ar-
eas of economic, political and cultural life. The
Benedictine order - the oldest Catholic mo-
nastic order in Europe - is of special signifi-
cance in building the foundations of European
culture. The order is named after St. Benedict
of Nursia, a patron saint of Europe, and dates
back to 529 AD. Founded in the 10th centu-
ry, the Benedictine abbey in Cluny, Burgundy,
became the centre of the medieval renewal of
the Catholic Church. The Cluniac reform at the
turn of the 11th century was carried out during
the pontificate of Pope Sylvester Il. It renewed
the sense of monastic life and strengthened
the position of the Church. At its peak, the CI-
uniac Congregation had about 1,800 congre-
gations throughout Europe.

The cultural trail, certified in 2005, runs
through 7 countries. The EC describes it as
follows: ‘By reaching out beyond political
frontiers, Cluny Abbey, as an integral part
of a true Church system, contributed to the
emergence of a feudal Europe and played a
major role in the establishment of a culture
that was common to several European re-
gions. Today, the European Federation of Cl-
uniac Sites promotes this common heritage,
serving as a fully-fledged tool for intercultur-
al dialogue and an understanding of a shared
European history’.

The Benedictine monks enjoyed
the support of the Piast monar-
chy. The order contributed sub-
stantially to the economic and
cultural development of vast
swathes of the country. Historical
abbeys, which are now valuable
architectural monuments, can be
found in e.g. Mogilno, Trzemesz-
no, teczyca, Opactwo, and kysa
Géra (Swiety Krzyz). Today, how-
ever, these monasteries serve
other Church congregations.

The main Polish stop along the European
Route of Cluniac Sites is the Benedictine ab-
bey in Tyniec (an ancient village that is now
part of Krakéw). The abbey was founded by
Prince Casimir | the Restorer in 1044. It func-
tioned continuously until Tyniec was incor-
porated into the Habsburg Empire following
the Partitions of Poland (1772-1795) and the
monastery was closed. The last of the Tyniec
Benedictines died in 1833 and the church was
appropriated by the parish. In the 1930s, a
group of monks from the Belgian Abbey of St.
Andrew in Bruges came to restore the Abbey
and reclaim it for the Benedictines.

Today, it is a living centre of worship; one that
upholds and propagates Benedictine tradi-
tions. The monastery complex is also a valu-
able inheritance on account of its historical
many monuments. Situated on a high, rocky hill
above the Vistula River, it dominates the land-
scape. The two-tower fagade of the church
is a distinctive feature in the configuration of
the monastery. The buildings were initially Ro-
manesque and date from the second half of
the 1Mth century. The present structures are
the legacy of several reconstructions under-
taken over the following centuries and doc-
ument the rich history of the complex. The
restoration, which was carried out between
1948 and 2008, is an important part of this.
You can delve into the history of the place in
the monastery museum, and try some beer
brewed according to the recreated monas-
tery recipe in the café next door.

Via Regia

Via Regia - this Latin phrase means ‘Royal
Route'’. During the Middle Ages, this term de-
noted thoroughfares whose status and safety
were guaranteed by the monarch. In a broad-
er sense, it was associated with the ancient
route (more precisely, a network of routes) that
had connected Eastern and Western Europe
from prehistoric times. Today, it denotes the
[l Pan-European Transport Corridor. Howev-
er, Via Regia is also the name of an economic,
cultural and tourist network that, by referring

OTHER CULTURAL ROUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE



18

Scallop Shell — the symbol of the St James Way

to the oldest and longest land connection be-
tween the West and East of Europe, encour-
ages and entreats international cooperation.
This network, which carries out a variety of
cultural activities, was recognised as the 'Main
Cultural Route of the Council of Europe’ by the
EC in 2005. The Commission stated: ‘Over the
last 2000 years, merchants, soldiers, kings,
pilgrims, migrants and different kinds of travel-
lers, have left their marks on the Via Regia. This
route recounts a history of events that are of
European significance, promoting knowledge
and understanding of European history and
cultural identity’.

The route is the joint creation of 5§ countries.
It combines the linear nature of historical
roads with the concept of cooperation and a
network of mutually dependent entities. Po-
land is represented by two non-governmen-
tal organizations: The ‘Friends of the Way of
St. James in Poland’ Association, whose head
office is in Wroctaw, and the Association of
Cultural Tourism ‘West-East’, whose head of-
fice is in Lublin. The presence of the former
is connected with the fact that, for centuries,
the pilgrimage routes to Compostela followed
the main European arteries, which were coin-

cident with those that collectively made up
the Via Regia. This connection underscores
the spiritual dimension of European connec-
tivity. At the same time, the marked sections of
the Way of St James serve to make the image
of the Via Regia a reality on the ground.

The ‘Friends of the Way of St.
James in Poland’ is a supra-re-
gional association that has been
operating since 2009. It was set
up by people involved in the re-
vival and organization of the St.
James Way in Poland.

The founders emphasize the ecumenical na-
ture of the pilgrimage, which aims to devel-
op spirituality, but not merely in the religious
dimension. In this context, the allusion to the
pan-European nature of the Via Regia be-
comes all the more understandable. In turn,
the stated aim of the Association of Cultur-
al Tourism ‘West-East’ is to develop cultur-
al tourism, while taking historical east-west
routes into account. On the one hand, the
reference to the encounter and penetra-
tion of Latin culture into the Byzantine tradi-
tion touches on the fundamental process of
shaping European identity. Howeuver, it is also
intended to keep the memory of the Jagiello-
nian Union and the specific culture of the bor-
derland in the Baltic-Black Sea intermarium
alive. These issues are among those present-
ed by the ‘Via Jagiellonica’ project connecting
Krakéw, Lublin and Vilnius, and the ‘Merchant
Route’ between Wroctaw, Lublin and Vilnius.

European
Cemeteries Route

Funeral customs across Europe differ ac-
cording to religious obligations, the de-
mands of tradition, and material and civilisa-
tional conditions. Despite these differences,
cemeteries are valuable monuments that
chronicle particular cultures. They cultivate
memory - individual, and more broadly, so-
cial and collective. The European Route of
Cemeteries was created to present histori-

cal cemeteries as records of the past, com-
positions of monuments, and repositories of
sepulchral (grave) art.

The Council of Europe certified the trail in
2010, stating: ‘Memories and symbols writ-
ten in the stones of cemeteries are a reflec-
tion of customs, values and life in the city. By
visiting a cemetery, one can get a feeling of
how diverse the life and culture of the sur-
rounding area is, and also better understand
how important this diversity is in a demo-
cratic world. The trail covers 21 countries.
The project is implemented by the ASCE
(Association of Significant Cemeteries in Eu-
rope), which is based in Bologna. Poland is
represented by the Association Podgorze,
which has recommended two cemeteries,
both in Krakéw, viz. the Old Podgérze and the
New Podgdrze. The Association Podgorze
is a non-governmental organization whose
stated aims ‘include fostering dissemination
of knowledge about the history of district of
Podgodrze, its cultural resources and heritage
() as well as ‘promoting Podgdrze within its
inhabitants and beyond'. Podgdrze is a right-
bank district of Krakéw and is proud of its lo-
cal identity and cultural heritage. It grew out

of a separate town, which received city rights
as the Free Royal City of Podgérze in 1784. In
1915, Podgodrze was incorporated into Great-
er Krakéw, thereby confirming its existing
economic and cultural ties with the city.

The Old Podgérze Cemetery was
established between 1786 and
1792. It is the oldest non-parochi-
al municipal cemetery in Krakow.
Most of it was destroyed during
World War Il and the commu-
nist period, but the main part has
largely survived, and the compre-
hensive conservation work carried
out by the Social Committee for
the Restoration of Krakow's His-
torical Monuments is an exemplar
of preserving cultural heritage.

The New Podgdérze Cemetery was established
in 1900. Both of these historical cemeteries
document the history of the city through the
individual fates of bourgeois families. They
bear witness to a common European cultur-
al community. This is manifested both in their
stylish tombstones and the respect they are
accorded. They are especially worth visiting

The Old Podgdérze Cemetery
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on the nights of November 1 (All Saints’ Day)
and 2 (All Souls’ Day), when the Polish Cath-
olic tradition honours the memory of the de-
ceased. Flowers and lighted candles stand as
testimony to the continuity and permanence
of memory. This is a major feature of the
country's intangible cultural heritage. These
necropolises should be a showcase and an
inspiration to explore the rich and diverse re-
sources of historical cemeteries in Poland.

European Route of
Historic Thermal Towns

Although the therapeutic value of hot
springs has been prized since antiquity,
spa resorts really came into their own in
the 18th and 19th centuries. Advances in
knowledge, combined with a newfound
craze for ‘visiting the waters’, resulted in
the creation of a spa culture. This was not
only evident in the affluent classes ‘going to
the waters’, but also in the distinctive town
planning and architecture of the resorts -
especially the style of their buildings and

Wojciech Spa in Lagdek-Zdrgj

the layouts of their parks and public areas.
The more eminent health resorts served as
social salons where cultural activities were
cultivated and ideas exchanged.

The EHTTA (European Historic Thermal Towns
Association) was established in recognition of
the significance of Europe’s spa heritage. The
association is focused on protecting and pro-
moting the cultural values of thermal spas. In
2010, the EHTTA was certified by the Council
of Europe, which stated: ‘Thermal towns were
the “cafés of Europe”, places where members
of all levels of society could mix, exchange
ideas and even change society - where the
“rules” ensured civilised conduct. Thus, spas
have played a leading role fostering peace,
co-operation and creativity, protecting the
built and natural environment, and promoting
sustainable cultural development — a role that
has been present throughout European his-
tory and continues to this day!

The route currently connects 20 countries.
Poland is represented by Ladek-Zdroj, a his-
toric spa town located in the Ktodzko dis-
trict of the Lower Silesian Voivodeship in the

south-west of the country. The town was es-
tablished in the Biata Ladecka River Valley,
at the foot of the Golden Mountains in the
Eastern Sudetes. It was granted city rights
by the Duke of Wroctaw, Henry IV Probus of
the Piast dynasty, in 1282. It is thought that,
even then, the therapeutic properties of the
local mineral and thermal waters, i.e. the ra-
dium sulphide and fluoride hot springs, were
known and exploited. For centuries, the city
was associated with the County of Ktodzko.
It changed national affiliations, together with
the County, several times before being incor-
porated into Poland in 1945. Although the his-
tory of the town and the spa stretches back
to the Middle Ages, it is mostly a creation
of the 19th and 20th centuries. Obviously,
there are valuable objects from earlier eras,
such as the Gothic bridge on the Biata River,
and the 18th-century Baroque sculptures by
Michael Klahr and his son Michael Ignatius
Klahr. However, the architectural character of
the city is dominated by nineteenth-century
historicism, replete with references to build-
ings in other famous European spa resorts.
The reputation of Ladek-Zdr¢j is evidenced
by the fact that it once hosted Prussian and
Russian monarchs, as well as German, Polish,
Czech and Russian aristocrats. Many artists
from the 19th and 20th centuries, including
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, used to come
here. The modernisations of the 20th and 21st
centuries have not detracted from the ambi-
ence of the spa or marred its historic image.

European Route of
Ceramics

Ceramics has accompanied humanity since
the Paleolithic era. Successive stages of civil-
isational development are associated with im-
proved manufacturing technologies and new
ways of doing things. Many European centres
of ceramics production have developed their
own cultural and artistic identity. Publicising
their role in European culture is the aim of
the International Association of the European
Route of Ceramics (originally based in Limog-
es, France; now in Faenza, Italy).

In 2012, the European Ceramics Route was
recognised by the Council of Europe, which
emphasised that: ‘The art of ceramics is inex-
tricably tied to early European exchanges and
reflects both the common identity of Europe
and the local singularities of its territories. It
also mirrors the technical advances, artistic
trends and ideological aspirations of each
period, from the primitive use of terracotta
to the most contemporary pieces’. The route
connects 11 countries. Its key strength lies in
its exposition of both tangible heritage (prod-
ucts and their places of manufacture) and in-
tangible heritage (craftsmanship). The route is
a work in progress, because there are many
centres that need to be added to get a fuller
picture of European ceramic traditions.

Poland is represented by Bolestaw-
iec, a small city on the Bobr River,
in the Lower Silesian Voivodeship.
Bolestawiec was probably found-
ed in the late 12th century.

Similarly to other centres of Lower Silesia, it
changed national affiliation several times. The
Lower Silesian Way of St. Jacob - a section
of the pilgrimage route to Compostela — runs
through the city. Clay deposits have made
Bolestawiec a thriving pottery centre since the
Middle Ages. Brown Bolestawiec stoneware
became famous in the 17th century. Over time,
light-coloured biscuit overlays with a variety of
motifs were added to the brown body. This dis-
tinguished 18th- and 19th-century Bolestawiec
pottery. The touchstone of Bolestawiec crafts-
manship was the The Great Pot’ (1753) by mas-
ter Johann Gottlieb Joppe. It stood at 2 metres

The Museum of Ceramics in Bolestawiec
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and had a volume of about 2,000 litres. The pot
- the largest vessel of its kind in the world - has
become the mascot of the city.

The local Museum of Ceramics has a replica
of it. In the 19th century, ceramics production
was revolutionised with the introduction of
feldspar glaze and pieces of white clay. These
innovations made colourful decoration possi-
ble. Stamp decorations gave the pottery from
Bolestawiec a new expression. In the Art Nou-
veau era, crystal and dripstone glazes were
experimented with by Wilhelm Pukall, who
headed the Vocational School of Pottery (est.
1897). Variety was ensured by the companies
of H. Reinhold, R. Burdack, J. Paul and C. Wer-
ner. After World War I, and the ensuing mass
population exchanges, the city's ceramic tra-
ditions were resumed. Bolestawiec is associ-
ated with Poland’'s most prominent ceramists:
Tadeusz Szafran, Rudolf Krzywiec, Julia Kotar-
binska, I1zabela Zdrzatka, and Bronistaw Wol-
anin. After 1945, a style oscillating between
tradition and the search for new forms was
developed. Ceramics from Bolestawiec in-
variably enjoy international accolades.

Destination Napoleon

No European can remain indifferent to Na-
poleon. Whatever their nationality, they ad-
mire the bravery of the French army and the
profound changes the Napoleonic period
wrought in the socio-political systems of
many European countries. The Napoleonic
period ushered in the modern world. This was
when the concepts of the nation state and the
democratisation of society came into being. It
was a time of great leaders and dramatic bat-
tles. Napoleon Bonaparte (1769—-1821) is one of
the most recognisable figures in history.

In 2004, Charles Bonaparte initiated the cre-
ation of the EFNC (European Federation of Na-
poleonic Cities), which brings together over
50 centres related to the Napoleonic period.
In 2015, the route of these cities was certified
by the Council of Europe. In enumerating its
values, the CoE stated that 'The Napoleonic
historical heritage is one of European dimen-

sions. It is a heritage of key value, which has al-
ways interested a great majority of European
countries, and it was a major influence behind
the contemporary geopolitical context and
the development of the “European idea™.

Three Polish cities participate
in the project. Puttusk has gone
down in Napoleonic history for the
Battle of Puttusk, fought outside
the city on 26 December 1806,
during the War of the Fourth Coa-
lition (1806-1807).

The Market Square in Bolestawiec

Napoleonic forces under Marshal Jean
Lannes, forced the Russians to retreat, de-
spite being outnumbered two to one. Al-
though the battle was inconclusive, the city’s
name was inscribed on the Arc de Triomphe
in Paris. Napoleon visited Puttusk twice: from
29 December 1806 to 1 January 1807 and 30
January 1807. The house at 29 Rynek Street,
where he spent the night, still stands. A sec-
ond battle, between the Bavarian Corps
and the Russians, was fought in Puttusk on
16 May 1807. This was a smaller conflict, but
once more, Napoleon’s army was victorious.

The second Polish city on the Napoleonic
Trail is Lidzbark Warminiski, which has also
gone down in history for a battle fought (10
June 1807) during the 1806-1807 campaign.
The Battle of Heilsberg (then the name of
Lidzbark) was the largest Napoleonic en-
gagement, in terms of strength, in what is
now Poland. French troops under Napoleon's
command defeated the Prussian-Russian

forces of General Bennigsen. Both sides suf-
fered heavy losses. Once more, although the
battle was not decisive, the name Heilsberg
was placed on the Arc de Triomphe. The War
of the Fourth Coalition was brought to an
end by the Napoleonic victory at the Battle
of Friedland on 14 June 1807. This resulted in
the Treaties of Tilsit. The terms of the Fran-
co-Russian treaty included the creation of
the Duchy of Warsaw. This was welcomed as
the harbinger of the rebirth of Poland.

Napoleonic history is also connected with
Bolestawiec, but not because of armed con-
flict. Napoleon Bonaparte stopped in the city
five times: on 16 July 1807, on his way to France
after the victorious Prussian campaign; on 29
May 1812 and 13 December 1812, in connection
with the Russian campaign; and on 25-26 May
1813 and 7 June 1813 during the Saxon-Sile-
sian campaign. He spent the night in the now
reconstructed tenement house at 28 Rynek
Street and in the “Pod Czarnym Ortem” hotel
(also reconstructed). The Napoleonic period
is commemorated in Bolestawiec by an obe-
lisk dedicated to the Russian field marshal Ku-
tuzov, who died here in 1813, and the bas-relief
of Rosalie von Bonin, a resident who in 1807
captured a French general.

Impressionisms
Routes

Is there anyone not familiar with such names
as Claude Monet, Pierre-Auguste Renoaoir,
Berthe Morisot or Alfred Sisley? The Impres-
sionists. Legends of European art. Painters
who broke down barriers and opened up
new artistic vistas. By going outdoors and
succumbing to the transience of the mo-
ment - of the lure of impressions, light and
colour - they created a whole new era of
European painting. The Impressionists were
active in the last quarter of the 19th centu-
ry. They paved the way for the artistic rev-
olutions that followed. They were the fore-
runners of modernity in art. Parisian artists
came first, but painters from all over Europe
followed in their wake. Landscape painting,
artistic colonies, and artists painting to-
gether in the open air — such was the artistic
fashion at the turn of the 20th century.

In 2009, the Eau et Lumiere Association was
established in France to promote the heritage
and tourist value of places associated with
artistic colonies and landscapes painted at
the turn of the 20th century. The Council of

Kazimierz Dolny
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Europe certified the Impressionisms Route,
noting that: 'Unanimously appreciated not
only in Europe but also throughout the world,
Impressionism magnifies the landscapes
and celebrates everyday life, reflecting the
European diversity through the “snapshot”
of its landscapes, as outlined in the Europe-
an Landscape Convention. While depicting
everyday life and the society of their time,
impressionist painters also enact the prin-
ciples outlined by the Faro Convention. The
turn of the century being marked by some
significant social changes, this movement
participated to the dawn of a new society, re-
spectful of different cultural expressions and
committed to freedom of expression’. The
route connects 14 countries.

In Poland, the proposal to create an Impres-
sionism route was first mooted in Kazimierz
Dolny. This historic, picturesque town is lo-
cated in the Lesser Poland Vistula Gorge in
Lublin Voivodeship. For centuries, the city
was associated with transporting goods on
the Vistula. Among the town's many monu-
ments, there is no shortage of outstanding
modern works that hark back to the Manner-
ism of the late Renaissance.

Painters were enchanted by Kaz-
imierz’'s scenic location and idyllic
natural setting. As early as 1909,
Wtadystaw Slewiriski brought his
students to the plein-air here.
Slewinski wanted to recreate the
conditions he had experienced in
Pont-Aven, where he had painted
with Paul Gauguin.

The consolidation of Kazimierz's position as
a city of painters dates back to the 1920s.
Prof. Tadeusz Pruszkowski (painter, educa-
tor, first rector of the Academy of Fine Arts
in Warsaw) contributed to this — as did many
of his students. The art they created here,
together with the history of the artistic col-
ony, are documented by permanent exhibi-
tions at the Vistula Museum, a cultural insti-
tution owned and run by Lublin Voivodeship.
The 16th-century Celej House has paint-
ings by artists enchanted by the local land-

scape. And you can acquaint yourself with
the specificity of the literary salon and get a
sense of everyday life in interwar Kazimierz
in Kuncewicz House (a branch of the mu-
seum). The tradition of the art colony was
resumed by the Kazimierz Confraternity of
Art. This organisation, established in 2000,
associates over 40 artists (painters, jour-
nalists, poets) connected with Kazimierz.

Women Writers
Route

The European Route of Women Writers was
established in 2017 on the initiative of the Fo-
rum of Slavic Cultures - a non-governmental
organization based in Ljubljana, Slovenia. The
aim is to introduce a wider audience to wom-
en writers from Slavic countries, emancipa-
tionists from the turn of the century, and their
achievements. The route is intended to pro-
mote literary creativity and raise awareness
and appreciation of the place women occupy
in culture and the significance of the chang-
es to women'’s roles in society that took place
in the early 20th century. The route combines
material culture, directing interest to the plac-
es where women writers lived and worked, the

Maria Konopnicka

works they created, and their reception. The
route is currently under the care of the Cultur-
al Tourist Association Women Writers Route
(based in Ljubljana). It connects 6 countries.

The project was granted Cultural Route of
the Council of Europe status in 2022. Ac-
cording to the CoE: 'The Route highlights
their exceptional life stories and literary
works that marked the struggle for human,
women’s and minority rights in the 20th cen-
tury. These women writers prefigured gen-
der equality as we know it today, inscribed
in the Universal Declaration and the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights. Their
lifestyles and extensive travel and exchange
have contributed to intercultural dialogue,
while their literature celebrates linguistic
diversity and freedom of expression’.

Poland is represented by the Adam Mick-
iewicz Museum of Literature in Warsaw,
which brings to the gallery of women writ-
ers the characteristics of Maria Konopnic-
ka's character and work. Konopnicka née
Wasitowska (1842-1910) is considered one
of the greatest writers in the history of Polish
literature. She wrote poems and short sto-
ries, and produced journalism, literary crit-
icism, and translations. Her literary output
is associated with the period of positivism.
She raised difficult social topics, but she
was also involved in patriotic, national and
educational activities. Some of her works
were published under male pen names,
such as Ko-mar, Jan Sawa, Marko, Jan Warez,
Humanus, Ursus, and Mruczystaw Pazurek.
Konopnicka also edited the women's mag-
azines Swit and Bluszcz. One of her works
that acquired a symbolic meaning was Rota
(The Oath) - a patriotic song published in
1908 that protested the Germanisation of
Poles in the Prussian Partition. In her private
life, Konopnicka strove for independence,
travelled, and invested in personal develop-
ment. She spent part of her life with a part-
ner whom she called “her providence”. In the
gallery of the Women Writers Route, Konop-
nicka appears as an author characteristic of
the era of positivism, not shying away from
social involvement, seeking her place in the

world, and claiming an independent private
life. This character brings threads related to
the independence movement, but also the
fight for individual rights, and reflections on
the directions of children’s education.

Routes of Reformation

Martin Luther's Ninety-Five Theses (1517) is
considered the beginning of the Protestant
Reformation, although it was the culmination
of much broader cultural processes that had
begun a long time before. The Reformation
is one of the most important religious, po-
litical and cultural movements in the history
of Europe. It launched numerous currents of
Christianity, instigated changes in the Cath-
olic Church, profoundly changed many soci-
eties, and impacted political, social, intellec-
tual and artistic processes.

The Routes of Reformation, marked out in
8 countries, was certified by the Council of
Europe in 2019. The functioning of the route
is supervised by the Routes of Reformation
Association, which is based in Mansfeld (Ger-
many). The value of the trail was described as
follows: ‘The Routes of Reformation provides
the outstanding opportunity to showcase the
interlinkage and diverse values of the different
national and international movements of Ref-
ormation and their evolution throughout past
centuries. These movements’ heritage is an
integral part of the European cultural environ-
ment. It offers the chance to affirm the values
of solidarity, hospitality, intercultural dialogue,
and cooperation by fostering learning, dis-
course, and shared projects among the mem-
bers and the visitors along the Route'.

The Polish section of the route
is supervised by the Lower Sile-
sian Tourist Organization based
in Wroctaw. The route includes
the Churches of Peace in Jawor
and Swidnica, the small city of Ja-
wor, and the House of Prayer in
Rzasnikdw, now moved to the vi-
cinity of the palace in komnica.
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The Church of Peace in Jawor

The churches from Jawor and Swidnica, in-
scribed onthe UNESCO World Heritage List,
are of particular value. These half-timber
constructions were built amid the religious
strife that followed the Peace of West-
phalia, which ended the Thirty Years’ War
(1618—-1648). Under the terms of the Peace
of Westphalia, Silesian Lutherans had the
right to build 3 places of worship, provided
they were towerless, perishable wooden
structures, located outside the city centre.
The church in Gtogdw was destroyed in the
18th century, but the churches of Jawor and
Swidnica have survived and are the largest
wooden religious buildings in Europe. They
are also treasuries of art and bear eloquent
testimony to the craftsmanship of the Sile-
sian builders of the time.

Jawor has preserved its medieval urban layout
and retained the memory of being the capital
of the Piast duchy of the same name (from
around 1274 to 1392). Strong reformist move-
ments appeared here in the 16th century. From
1525, the first Evangelical preacher, Samuel
Frenzel, preached here. After the Thirty Years’
War, the Protestant community found support
in the Church of Peace (the current build-

ing dates from 1655, although the tower was
built after 1709). The aftermath of World War
Il was devastating for the city and the parish
alike. Pursuant to the Potsdam agreement, the
(mostly Protestant) German population was
expelled. The Evangelical-Augsburg (Luther-
an) parish was only reactivated in 1991. Today,
it is a lively, albeit small and low-key, centre of
Lutheranism in Poland. The House of Prayer
in ktomnica was built for the Evangelical com-
munity in Rzaséniki in 1748. This half-timbered
structure was dismantled and reconstructed
near tomnica Palace in 2020. The religious
history of Silesia is documented here.

European Route of
Historic Gardens

As defined in the Florence Charter, adopted
by The ICOMOS-IFLA International Commit-
tee for Historic Gardens in 1981, ‘The historic
garden is an architectural composition whose
constituents are primarily vegetal and there-
fore living, which means that they are per-
ishable and renewable. Thus its appearance
reflects the perpetual balance between the
cycle of the seasons, the growth and decay of
nature and the desire of the artist and crafts-
man to keep it permanently unchanged'. Gar-
dens have undergone stylistic changes and
are differentiated by geographical zones.
But regardless of their differences, they are
works of composition combining the beauty
of nature and the skills of their designers.

The European Network of Historic Gardens
has created a trail which was certified by the
Council of Europe in 2020, and whose goals
are highlighted in the definition of the value
of the trail: ‘The European Route of Historic
Garden contributes to raising awareness and
knowledge of a common European memory,
history and heritage by developing cultur-
al ties and dialogue among Europe’s differ-
ent countries and regions. (.) the route also
fosters the sustainable development of our
common space by promoting a sensitivi-
ty towards natural heritage and education
through cultural tourism visits'.

The route takes in 9 countries.
Poland is represented by the gar-
dens of Warsaw, Mazovia and Ko-
tlina Ktodzka (the Klodzko Valley).
In the capital, there are the recon-
structed Royal Castle Gardens,
whose terrace opening connects
the royal residence with the Vis-
tula River valley, and the Baroque,
Italianate palace garden at the
Museum of King Jan llI's Palace at
Wilandw, which dates back to the
late 17th century.

The baroque, geometric garden of the
Radziwitl Palace in Niebordw, not far from
Warsaw (partly transformed in the spir-
it of Romanticism into a landscape garden
with an extensive water system during the
19th century) and the sentimental-romantic
composition in Arkadia (decorated with arti-
ficial ruins and fanciful garden pavilions) are
landscaping masterpieces. The latter was
established between 1778 and 1821 on the
initiative of Helena Radziwittowa. Both gar-
dens are maintained by the National Muse-
um in Warsaw.

The residential gardens in the historical
Ktodzko county (adjoining the south-west-
ern border of the country) refer to distinct
traditions and historical conditions. For ex-
ample, there is a Renaissance garden, laid
out in 1590, at Sarny Castle in Scinawka
Godrna, and a landscape garden at Kamie-
niec Castle, laid out in the 1880s with the
participation of the then owner, Andrea von
Seherr-Thoss. The latter composition has a
panoramic view looking out to the Sudetes
ridge and the Snieznik Massif, which domi-
nates local landscape.

What these gardens have in common is that
the conservation work to restore them to
their former splendour has not detracted
from their historical value. The Association
of Landscape Architecture and the Polish
Dendrology Society are involved in the cre-
ation and maintenance of the route.
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Romantic Park in Arkadia near Nieborow
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Saint Martin of Tours
Route

The success of the revival of the pilgrim-
age route to Santiago de Compostela has
also sparked interest in other traditional pil-
grimage routes in Europe. The St. Martin of
Tours Route refers to religious devotion and
the European tradition of pilgrimage, which
stretches back to the 4th century.

St. Martin, the Bishop of Tours, died in 397. He
was renowned for his charity, mediation skills
and steadfast faith. He is often depicted as an
armed horseman who cuts off the hem of his
cloak with his sword to share with a freezing
pauper. In 2005, the Council of Europe stat-
ed that: ‘The Saint Martin Route represents
the value of sharing, symbolised by the Saint’s
charitable act in Amiens when he cut his cloak
in half to share with a poor man who was dying
of cold in the heart of winter. Behind this sim-
ple concept lies the intention to bring people
together, beyond divisions of all kinds, in a sin-
gle approach: sharing resources, knowledge
and values. Indeed, sharing becomes a moral
necessity to preserve humanity in the face of
the challenge posed by globalisation, demo-
graphic expansion and ecosystem damage'.
The route is managed by the European Fed-
eration Saint Martin Cultural Centre based in
Tours (France). The axis of the road network
connects places associated with the saint:
Szombathely (Hungary), his birthplace; and
Tours (France), his final resting place, with in-
termediate stations in Pavia (Italy), and Worms
and Trier in Germany. The network connects
12 countries with historical places of worship
of St. Martin. Poland is represented by Poznan.

Poznan is not on any of the traditional routes,
but as the saint is especially venerated in the
city, which has intangible heritage associat-
ed with him, it has earned a place along the
European route. Topographically, the route
can be thought of as linking the Catholic
Church to Swiety Marcin St. in the centre of
Poznan. The church of St. Martin, which dates
back to 1240, was founded by Duke Przemys#
I, although the parish was probably founded

earlier. The settlement of Swiety Marcin (St.
Martin) grew up around the church. This was
preserved in the name of the street when the
settlement was incorporated into the city
proper at the end of the 18th century. The
church has experienced some wild swings of
fortune inits time. The building was expanded
in the Gothic spirit during the Middle Ages,
and again in the 17th, 19th and 20th centuries.
It was burnt down and laid to waste in 1945 (a
casualty of World War Il), and rebuilt in a pre-
dominantly Gothic style in 1950-1954. The in-
terior features an original polychrome by W.
Taranczewski from 1957 and the stained glass
windows were made by J. Piasecki in 1960.

Part of the intangible heritage of
the settlement of Swiety Marcin is
the celebration of St. Martin’s Day,
which falls on 11 November. The
medieval custom of celebrating
the saint’s feast day in high style
was revived in 1993 as the ‘name
day of the street’.

A colourful procession with a figure represent-
ing St. Martin on horseback opens the celebra-
tions, which are inseparably associated with
sweet St. Martin croissants and goose dishes.

Liberation Route
Europe

World War Il is an extremely salient, turbu-
lent and tragic turning point in the history
and culture of the world. And nowhere more
so than in Europe. Liberation Route Europe
was established as an international network
that preserves the memory of the liberation
of Europe from Nazi occupation in 1944-
1945. The network connects 11 countries and
is managed by the ‘Liberation Route Europe’
International Association, which is based
in Brussels. In 2019, it was certified by the
Council of Europe. The justification reads:
‘20th Century European history, the heri-
tage of the Second World War and the liber-
ation of Europe from Nazi occupation and its
role in the future construction of peaceful,




30

democratic and inclusive societies are at
the core of the Liberation Route Europe’s
missions. By presenting a multiperspectiv-
ity of view of this historical event, Libera-
tion Route Europe aims at raising common
awareness of Council of Europe values of
Human Rights, democracy, the Rule of Law,
cultural diversity and the fight against any
form of discrimination’

On the one hand, the memory of the war and
Nazism is meant to serve as a cautionary tale
for future generations. On the other, creating
a network of historical sites is a means of em-
ploying cultural tourism to preserve memory
and cultivate the cultural and economic devel-
opment of these places. The target audience
is largely the up-and-coming generation,
as the future of a common Europe is in their
hands. The main Polish participant in the proj-
ect is the Museum of the Second World War in
Gdarisk, whose mission ‘is to tell the stories of
the victims of World War II, as well as its heroes
— who are often forgotten and pushed to the
margins of history. Through the activities of the
institution (.) we want to shape the awareness
of Poles, but also of our foreign guests.” All of
this in line with the museum’s slogan “Culture
in Many Dimensions™. The Cultural Route of
the Council of Europe is an excellent way to
achieve this mission.

The Museum of the Second World War in Gdarisk

The official website of the route
(www.liberationroute.com/pl) con-
tains information about important
places documenting the history
of World War Il in Poland and sug-
gestions for local thematic routes.
There are descriptions of historical
places in Gdarisk, Warsaw, Krakdw,
Lublin, and elsewhere.

The portal describes memorial sites and
museums located in the areas occupied
by German concentration and extermi-
nation camps, the largest of which, Aus-
chwitz-Birkenau, is inscribed on the UNES-
CO World Heritage List as a special place of
tribute to the victims, and of memory, reflec-
tion and admonition. Importantly, the route
includes places related to the Polish strug-
gle for liberation abroad, and points up the
participation of Poles in such events as the
Battle of Monte Casino in Italy and the Battle
of Arnhem in the Netherlands.

Lesser-known places along the route in-
clude the Polish Cross at Axel, which com-
memorates Polish soldiers who died on 17
September 1944 while crossing the Axel-
Hulst Canal (Netherlands), and the Polish
War Cemeteries in Lommel (Belgium) and
Bologna (lItaly).

The European Route
of Cistercian Abbeys

The Cistercian Order is a Catholic monas-
tic order that followed The Rule of Saint
Benedict. The first abbey was established
in Citeaux (Latin: Cistercium), France, which
gave the order its name. The congregation
was founded in 1098. The order had spread
throughout Western Europe by the end of the
12th century. This was due to Bernard of Clair-
vaux, who entered the monastery of Citeaux
in 1113. Bernard became a renowned organiser
and theologian. He was posthumously canon-
ised and declared a Doctor of the Church.

Since the Middle Ages, the Cistercians in
various parts of Europe promoted the Cath-
olic faith, and advanced sacred art and re-
ligious architecture. They also contributed
to raising educational standards, improv-
ing the economy, and encouraging chari-
table activities. For this reason, the work of
the European Charter of Cistercian Abbeys
and Sites Association and their proposal to
build a network of cultural trails related to
places associated with the Cistercians won
the approval of the Council of Europe. The
Council stated that the Association, which
aims to protect the material and intangible
heritage of the Cistercians and to dissem-
inate knowledge of the role they played in
the history of Europe, the intellectual and
spiritual uniqueness of their monasticism,
their technical ingenuity and extraordinary
organisational, construction and develop-
mental skills serve the ideas promoted by
the Council of Europe.

In Poland, historical Cistercian
centres in Bierzwnik, Cedynia and
Kotbacz in West Pomerania, in
Pelplin in Pomerania, and in Hen-
rykdw in Lower Silesia and Ow-
inska in Wielkopolska have been
recognised.

The Cistercian Route in Poland operates
as part of a national network of roads lo-
cated in the following voivodships: Lower

Silesia (6 objects), Kuyawy-Pomorania (4
objects), Lubusz (5 objects), £édz (1 ob-
ject), Lesser Poland (4 objects), Opole (1
object), Pomerania (3 objects), Silesia (1
object), Swietokrzyskie (3 objects), Great-
er Poland (9 objects), and West Pomerania
(11 objects). The figures alone indicate the
richness and significance of the route. Add
to this the diversity of architectural styles,
historical multidimensionality, and cultur-
al significance, and the importance of the
route in terms of cultural heritage becomes
immediately obvious. The landmarks of the
route (comparable with those elsewhere in
Europe) are Pelplin (Pomerania), whose Cis-
tercian monastery was founded in 1274, and
Henrykéw (Lower Silesia), whose founda-
tion dates back to 1222. The Diocesan Mu-
seum in Pelplin and the collections of the
Henrykéw monastery contain many valuable
works of art and documents from the history
of the congregation. They are also reposito-
ries of the culture (within the broad meaning
of the term) of Poland’s constantly changing
territory. In Henrykdw, around 1268, a book
describing the abbey was written (and apt-
ly titled Book of Henrykdw). The book con-
tains the oldest sentence written in Polish.
In 2015, it was included in the prestigious
UNESCO Memory of the World list.

The Cisterian Monastery Complex in Henrykéw
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