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This document has been revised from a gender equality perspective within the Council of
Europe Project “Gender equality and media freedom in Azerbaijan” and this publication has
been printed with the support of the same project. The views expressed herein can in no way
be taken to reflect the official opinion of the Council of Europe.

Bu sanad Avropa Surasinin “Azarbaycanda gender barabarliyi ve media azadligi” layihasi
cargivasinds gender barabarliyi perspektivindan yenilenmisdir ve bu nasr hemin layihanin
dastayi ile ¢ap olunur. Burada ifads olunan fikirler heg bir halda Avropa Surasinin resmi
movgeyi kimi gabul edile bilmaz.



AZORBAYCAN JURNALISTLORININ PES®
DAVRANISI QAYDALARI

PRINSIP 1: Hoagigete xidmet, doqiqlik ve
obyektivlik

1.1 Jurnalistikanin ali maqgsadi haqigati
yaymaqdir, obyektivlik ise esas pesokarliq
meyaridir.

1.2 Jurnalist hazirladi§i yazida tanqid obyektinin
mdvqgeyini 6yranib bildirmalidir. Bu, mimkin
olmadiqda, tenqid obyekti teleb edarss, 6z
fikirlerini catdirmaga c¢ox qisa vaxtda ona
serait yaradilmalidir. Pliralizm prinsipina amal
edilmalidir.

1.3 Yazida serhler els sakilde ifads edilmalidir ki,
oxucu onu xabardan, faktdan ayira bilsin,
bunun mahz jurnalistin mdvgeyi oldugunu
anlasin.

PRINSIP 2: informasiya qaynaglarina saygih
yanagma

21 Teskilatlarin, partiyalarin, cemiyyatlarin,
birliklerin ve har hansi digar maragli gruplarin
rosmi malumatlari yayilarken manba mitlaq
g0sterilmalidir. Lakin bilgi veran saxs adinin gizli
saxlanmasi gertini irali sdrurse, jurnalist va



informasiya orqani bu serte mutleq smal etmalidir.
Informasiya gaynaginin gizliliyi gorunmalidir.

2.2 Qeyri-resmi manbalarin malumatlari onlarin
hagigetse uygunlugu ve informasiya dayeri
yoxlaniimadan yayilmamalidir. informasiya ¢apa
hazirlanarken onun manasi tahrif olunmamaldir.
Basga matnden ve ya cixisdan sitat getirerken
jurnalist hamin sitatin harada baslandigini ve
bitdiyini  deqiq  bildirmalidir.  Foto-simvollarin
(illustrasiya, fotomontaj ve sair) darci zamani
soklin  senadli xarakter dasimadidi qeyd
olunmalidir. Yazilarin sorlévhaleri onun
mazmununa uygun galmalidir.

2.3. Jurnalist galigmalidir ki, géttrdayd musahibani
onu veran adamin 6z, yaxud da vakil etdiyi sexs
imzalasin. Bu, mimkun olmadiqda, musahibanin
hansi gokilde ¢ap edilaceyi, hatta jurnalistin
6zinin verdiyi suallarin bele sonradan dayigdirilib-
dayisdiriimayacayi musahiba 6éncadan
bildirilmalidir.

2.4. Jurnalistin mistasna hal kimi diger imkanlari
movcud olmadiqgda, ictimai shamiyyat kasb edan
informasiyanin  alde  edilmasi UglUn  xuUsusi
avadanliglardan (gizli kameralar, gizli mikrofonlar
ve sair gizli vasitelerden) ve vya Usullardan
(“qurama” kimlik ve s. ) istifade eda bilar.



2.5. Jurnalist melumatlarin ve ya tasvirlerin alda
edilmasi magsadi ile hadalemays, guc tatbigine va
ya tehdide yol vermamalidir.

PRINSIP 3: Sorof vo layagatin gorunmasi, saxsi
hayatin toxunulmazhgi

3.1. Jurnalist adamlari milletine, irgina, cinsinag,
dilina, pesasine, dinina, yasadigi ve ya anadan
oldugu yerina goéra pislemamali,onlar haqqinda bu
gabilden olan bilgileri gabartmamalidir

3.2. Jurnalist gorisdlyl, haqgqinda yazdidi har bir
soxsin seraf ve layagetine, saxsi hayatinin
toxunulmazhg prinsipine hérmatls yanasmalidir.
3.3. Jurnalist vetandaslarin gexsi heyatina aid
faktlari, onlar cemiyyeatin maraglarina toxunmursa,
hiquqga zidd deyilsa ve ya ictimai shamiyyat kasb
etmirsa, 6zlerinin raziligr olmadan yaya bilmaz.

3.4. Jurnalist ve kitlavi informasiya vasitesi
buraxdigi sehvi, hemin sshvi kimin muayyan
etmasinden asili olmayarag, maksimum qisa
middatde ve tam hacmde aradan qaldirmalidir.
Duzslis zamani aydin olmalidir ki, avval verilan
malumat tam, yoxsa konkret hansi hissade sahvdir

3.5. Sexsi xarakter dasiyan maktublar darc
edilerken  onlarin  muallifinden,  gondarildiyi



soxsdan ve ya hamin saxsin varislarinden icaza
alinmalidir.

3.6. Badbaxt hadissler va ya cinayat naticesinda
zarar ¢akmis sexslerin razihidi olmadan onlarin
adlari agiglanmamali, sakilleri verilmamalidir. Bu,
yalniz xususi magamlarda ve zarar¢akanin ictimai
fiqur oldugu hallarda mimkindir. ©ger cinayati
yeniyetmaler ve ya usaqglar (18 yasi tamam
olmamis seoxsler) tbéradibse, bu zaman da
cinaystkarin adini acgiglamaqgdan ve  saklini
yaymaqdan ¢oekinmak lazimdir.

3.7. Jurnalist, cinaysatde slbhali bilinan gaxsin
tegsirsizlik prizumpsiyasi hiququna hdérmatle
yanasmali, onu teqdim edarkan onun cinayatkar
kimi yox, subhali sexs gisminda saxlanilan saxs
kimi taqdim etmalidir.

3.8. Kitlavi informasiya vasitesi har hansi
vetendagin subhali sexs kimi habs olunmasi,
yaxud istintaga cealb edilmasi barade malumat
yaymissa ve sonradan onun tagsirsizliyi stbuta
yetmigse, hamin informasiya organi bu bareds
mutlaq xabar vermalidir.

3.9. Jurnalist usaqglarin masumlugu ve inamindan
sui-istifade etmamali, onlarin hiiquglarina hérmatla
yanasmali va onlarin fikirlerinin catdiriimasi ile
bagh xususi masuliyyat nimayis etdirmali,



valideyinlarinin ve ya qanuni himayagcilarinin
icazasi olmadan usaglardan muisahiba
gétirmemaya sey gdstarmalidir. Daha vacib
ictimai ehamiyyeat kesb eden maraglarin mdvcud
oldugu hallar istisna olmagla, jurnalist usaqglarin
soxsi hayati barede malumatlari ve ya fotosakilleri
darc etmamalidir. Jurnalist facie ve ya cinayst
amali naticesinde zarer c¢oekmis, yaxud belo
hadiselera celb edilmis usaglarin kimliyini muatlaq
qorumalidir.

3.10. Cinayat amali téretmasi ile bagdll saxse garsi
ittiham irali strilmusss, bu mévzuda mahkamanin
obyektivliyine  tesir  g&steracak  reportajlar
hazirlanmamali, hazirlanan reportajlarda ise bitin
toroflorin  fikirlori ks  olunmalidir.  Cinayat
amallarinin qurbanlari oz kimliklarinin
acgiglanmasina razi olmadigda jurnalist bela
gsoxslorin  kimliyine hessasligla yanasmalidir.
Seksual tecaviizle bagli hallarda bu qaydaya
xtsusi  shamiyyat verilmalidir.  Sahidler 6z
kimliklerinin  agiglanmasina razi  olmadiqda
jurnalist, ictimai  shamiyyat dasimirsa belo
soxslorin kimliyina hassasligla yanagmalidir.

3.11. Jurnalist cinayat amalleri, zorakiliq, gaeddarliq
ve intihar hallari barade reportajlarda belo
amallerin tesviqi ve ya asassiz olaraq sensasiyall
formada teqdim olunmasindan  g¢ekinmalidir.
Jurnalist zorakiligi tesvig edan, tahrik etmayo say



gOsteren ve ya belo hallara al atan soxsler
terefindan vasite kimi istifade olunmamali, aksins,
0z reportajlarinda bele saxslorin faaliyyati baraeda
mivafiq mahdudiyyatleri tetbiq etmali va yalniz
mivafiq informasiyanin ictimai shamiyyat kasb
etmasi siibha dogurmadiqda bu baradas reportajlar
hazirlamaldir.

3.12.Jurnalist ve redaksiya terror hadisasini
sisirden, terrorcularin maqgsadina xidmat eds
bilocek qorxu effekti yaradan, terroru teblig
edan va terror harakatina barast
gazandiran reportajlar vermamalidir.

PRINSIP 4: Gender barabarliyi ve ayri-seckiliya
yol verilmemesi prinsipinin miidafiasi

4.1. Jurnalist gender baraberliyi ve ayri-seckiliyse
yol verilmemasi prinsipine hérmet etmali, cinsi
ayri-seckilik yaradan ve ya cinsi nifrote ¢agiran
lslubdan uzaq durmali, cinsiyyetci ifadeler
isletmamali, xabarin mezmunu bilavasite teleb
etmirse, soxsin cinsi mansubiyyatini
gabartmamalidir.

4.2. Jurnalist gender stereotiplarini teblig etmamali,
mediada  qadinlarin  ve  Kisilerin  gender
stereotiplerinden azad obrazini tasvir etmalidir.



4.3. Jurnalist gender-ssasli zorakiliq hallarinin
mediada isiglandirilmasina hessasligla yanasmall,
gender-ssasli  zorakiligi tesviq etmemali vo
coemiyystde onun neqativ  neticelerine  dair
mealumatliligi artirmalidir.

4.4. Jurnalist c¢aligdigi ve ya emokdaglq etdiyi
media qurumunda cinsi mansubiyyatine gbre ayri-
seckiliys  meruz qalmamali, kisi ve qadin
Jurnalistlsre bsraber hliquqglar ve imkanlar temin
olunmalidir.

PRINSIP 5: Jurnalistin 6ziiniin ve calisdigi
organinin reputasiyasinin gorunmasi

5.1. Jurnalist camiyysti deqiq informasiya ile temin
etmak gabiliyyatine manfi tasir géstera bilacak har
hansi sexsi, siyasi ve ya maliyya xarakterli
haveslandirmalar gabul etmamali, giymatli hadiyys
almamali, yaxud  6zine  pulsuz  xidmat
gOsterilmesine serait yaratmamalidir.  Jurnalist
redaksiya senadindan va informasiyaya ¢ixis
imkanlarindan, habels, biznes foaliyyati va
maliyye bazarlari barade maelumatlardan soxsi
manfoat oalde etmak magsadi ile istifade
etmemalidir. Jurnalist birbagsa sexsi maraginin
oldugu masalaler barede reportajlar
hazirlamaqdan ¢akinmali ve bele maraglar
oldugda hamin maraglari 6z miivafiq reportajinda
bildirmalidir.



5.2 Jurnalist redaksiyanin verdiyi gerarlarla media
qurumunun kommersiya siyasatini bir-birinden
ferglendirmali ve bu bareds daqiq tesevvirlere
malik olmalidir. Jurnalist redaksiyada c¢alisdigi
vaxtda onun ve ya isladiyi informasiya organinin
reputasiyasina goélge salan, obyektivliyine inami
azaldan her hansi basqa isle masgul olmaqgdan,
siyasi teskilatlara tGzvlikden ¢akinmali, siyasi ve ya
kommersiya xarakterli tazyiglare meruz qalmamal
va musteqil olmalidir.

5.3. Jurnalist redaksiya matnlari, marketing,
reklamlar ve ya sponsorluq vasitasi ile darc olunan
materiallari  bir-birinden  daqiqlikle  farqglandira
bilmaelidir. Redaksiya tapsirigi ganunlara ve pese
oxlagina zidd oldugda, jurnalistin  hamin
tapsirngdan imtina etmek hiququ var. Redakte
zamani jurnalistin fikirleri tehrif olunubsa, o, hamin
materialin 6z imzasi ila verilmasindan imtina eds
biler.

5.4. Redaksiya sirri Azerbaycan Respublikasinin
ganunlarinin ve Pesa Davranisi Qaydalarinin
pozulmasi ile bagdh deyilss, jurnalist hamin sirri
gorumaga borcludur.

5.5. Jurnalist hazirladigi material igladiyi kitlovi
informasiya vasitesinin rohbarliyi ila
razilasdirmadan basqalarina teklif eds bilmaz.



5.6. Plagiat yolverilmaz harekatdir. Butiin hallarda
adabi ogurlugun har hansi formasi
gabuledilmazdir. Jurnalist mualliflik hiquglarina va
mualliflik htquglarina dair maqavilslerin sartlerina
hérmatle yanasmaldir. Jurnalist media
vasitelerinden goétirmakle istifade etdiyi butov
materiallar ve ya qisa ¢ixariglarin manbalarini her
bir halda gdstermalidir. Jurnalist diger media
vasitslarinda darc olunmus bitév materiallardan ve
ya genis hacmli cixariglardan tekraran istifada
etdikde, muitleq mivafiq muaeallif ve media
vasitalerini xebardar etmali vo hamin manbaleri
gOstarmalidir.

5.7. Jurnalist yazilarinda wvulqar ifadalerin,
jurgonlarin igledilmasinden g¢akinmali, Azarbaycan
dilinin zenginlesmasine 6z tdhfesini vermaklo
yanasl, onun tamizliyinin gorunub saxlanmasina
da ¢aligmahdir.

5.8. Jurnalist zsruret olmadigca informasiya
manbalarine pul 6édemamealidir. Lakin ictimaiyyatin
alde etmok hlqugqunun oldugu informasiyani
toplayarken &danislare zarurat duyuldugu hallarda
bels 6denislerin  hayata kegirilmasi mivafiq
reportajda gosterilmalidir.

5.9. Mixtslif media vasitalari ve media sahasindaki
pesakarlar arasindaki munasibatler medianin
durstliylni  qoruyub  saxlamag baximindan



garsihqli hérmat  va  vicdanli reqabatle
sortlanmalidir.

5.10. ictimaiyystin media vasitslerinin sahibleri ve
belo  vasitaloro  nezaret edanler  bareds
malumatlandirilmaq hiiququ vardir.

5.11. Jurnalist hicuma ve ya qarazli olaraq
tengide maruz galan hamkarlarini dasteklomalidir.
Bununla yanasl, pesakar hamraylikdan
informasiyanin gizladilmesi ve ya tshrif edilmasi
Uctn bahanae kimi istifads edilmamealidir.

Bu qgaydalarin pozuntusu vyalniz o halda
asaslandirila bilar ki, nesr olunmus mivafiq
material ictimaiyyatin maraqglarina xidmat etsin.

Bu qaydalarin ifade etdiyi maraqglar nazers
alinmagla, “ictimai shamiyyat” anlayisi “ictimaiyyat
agin maraqll” olan informasiya ilo
garisdiriimamalidir.

Nagr olunmus materiallar ictimai ahamiyyet
kriteriyasina yalniz asagidaki hallarda cavab verir:

- saglamliq ve tahlikasizliyin qgorunmasi;
- ictimaiyyatin agir cinaystlerdan ve
vazifadan sui-istifade hallarindan mudafia
olunmasi;



- ictimaiyyatin shamiyyatli deracads yanlis
istigamatlandiriimasi tahlikasinin aradan
galdiriimasi.

Senad 2003-cii il martin 15-de Azerbaycan
Jurnalistlerinin  birinci qurultayinda qabul edilib.
Senadin Avropa Surasinin “Azerbaycanda gender
beraberliyi ve media azadligi” layihasi ¢argivasinds
Princip 4 olave olunaraq gender barabarliyi
perspektivinden yenilonmis versiyasi Azarbaycan
Metbuat Surasi terefinden 1 noyabr 2018-ci il
tarixinde tasdiq olunmusdur.



CODE OF PROFESSIONAL ETHICS FOR
JOURNALISTS OF AZERBAIJAN

PRINCIPLE 1: To serve the truth, accuracy and
objectiveness

1.1 The primary goal of journalism is dissemination
of truth; and objectiveness is a main professional
criteria.

1.2 Journalists shall study and convey the
viewpoint held by the target of criticism in their
articles. If this is not possible and if the target of
criticism requires so, the journalist shall create due
conditions for such persons to communicate their
views. The principle of pluralism shall be upheld.

1.3 Opinions in articles shall be expressed in a
way that readers could differentiate them from
news and facts; and attribute such opinions to the
journalist.

PRINCIPLE 2: Respectful approach towards
sources of information

2.1 The source must always be indicated while
disseminating official information from
organizations, parties, societies, unions and other
interest groups. However, if the person who



provides the information prefers to remain
anonymous, journalists or media entities must
adhere to his/her privacy conditions. The
confidentiality of the source of information shall be
protected.

2.2 The information provided by unofficial sources
shall be checked for its authenticity and
informative value before being disseminated. The
content of the information shall not be distorted
while being prepared for print. When quoting from
another article or speech, journalists should note
precise starting and ending points of the quotation.
When printing photo-symbols (illustration, photo-
editing) together with texts, it should be noted that
such images do not have documentary
importance. Titles of articles should correspond to
their content.

2.3 Journalist should try to have his/her interview
signed by interviewees or their authorized agents.
If this is not possible, interviewees should be
notified of the way in which the interview will be
published and whether the questions asked by the
journalist will be modified.

2.4. If there are no other methods available,
journalists may use special equipment (hidden
cameras, hidden microphones or other hidden
tools) or methods (“fake” IDs and etc) as an



exception for obtaining information that has public
importance.

2.5. Journalists shall not resort to intimidation,
application of force or threats in order to obtain
information or images.

PRINCIPLE 3: Protection of honour and dignity,
inviolability of personal life

3.1 Journalists shall not condemn people for their
nationality, race, sex, language, profession,
religion, and place of birth or residence and shall
not highlight such data.

3.2 Journalists shall respect the honour, dignity,
and inviolability of personal life of the person
he/she meets with and writes about.

3.3 Journalists may not disseminate facts about
citizens’ personal lives without their consent,
unless dissemination of such information does not
violate the rights of the society, is lawful, does not
contradict social interest and is of public
unimportance.

3.4 Journalists and mass media entities must
correct their errors wholly and as soon as possible,
regardless of the person who identified the error.



The correction should indicate whether the related
article was erroneous in whole or in part.

3.5 When publishing personal letters, the author,
the person to whom the letter is addressed to, or
their heirs, should be asked for permission.

3.6 Names or images of victims who suffered from
accidents or crime must not be disclosed without
their consent. This is possible under special
conditions and if the victim is a public figure. If the
crime was committed by teenagers or children
(persons below 18 years of age), journalists should
refrain from disseminating the names or pictures of
the criminals.

3.7. Journalists should respect the right to
presumption of innocence of persons who are
suspected of committing crimes and should
introduce such persons not as criminals, but as
persons who have been detained for being
suspected of committing crimes.

3.8. If a mass media entity disseminated
information on detention or indictment of a citizen
as a suspect and if his/her innocence was later
proven, the media entity must inform the public in
this regard.



3.9. Journalists shall not take advantage of
children’s innocence and trust; shall respect their
rights and demonstrate a special responsibility in
communicating their views; and shall seek to avoid
interviewing children without the consent of their
parents or lawful guardians. Journalist shall not
publish information or photographs about private
life of a child unless there is an over-riding public
interest. Journalist shall protect the identity of
children involved in or affected by tragedy or
criminal activity.

3.10. If a person is charged with committing of a
crime, journalists shall not prepare reports which
could undermine the objectiveness of the court in
this issue and opinions from all involved parties
should be reflected in such reports. If victims of a
crime have not given their consent to be identified,
journalists shall treat the identities of such
individuals with sensitivity. This rule is especially
important in cases involving sexual assault. If
witnesses have not consented to being identified
and if their identification does not have any public
importance, journalists shall treat their identity with
sensitivity.

3.11 Journalists shall refrain from glorifying or
unnecessarily sensational reporting about crime,
violence, brutality and suicide. Journalists shall be
careful not to be used as a means by those who



promote, incite or use violence; instead, journalists
shall report on their activities with due constraint
and only if there is a clear public interest.

3.12. Journalists or editorials should not prepare
reports that exaggerate terror acts; reports that
serve the interests of terrorists; reports that create
fear or those which promote or justify terror acts.

PRINCIPLE 4: Protection of the principle of
gender equality and non-discrimination

4.1. Journalists shall respect the principle of
gender equality and non-discrimination, avoid
language creating sexual discrimination or inciting
sexist hatred, should not use sexist phrases; they
should not emphasize sexual belonging of a
person, if the content of news does not directly
require it.

4.2. Journalists should not propagate gender
stereotyping, they shall described free of gender
stereotypes image of men and women in the
media.

4.3. Journalists shall be sensitive to media
coverage of gender-based violence cases; they
should not promote gender-based violence and



shall raise awareness on its negative effects in
society.

4.4. Journalist should not be discriminated based
on his/her sex in the media outlet, where he/she
works or cooperates; equal rights and
opportunities shall be provided for male and
female journalists.

PRINCIPLE 5: Protection of journalists’ own
reputation and of the organization he/she
works for

5.1. Journalists shall not accept any personal,
political or financial inducements that may impact
their ability to provide the public with accurate
information; shall not receive expensive gifts; and
shall not induce others to serve them for free.
Journalists shall not use his/her access to editorial
documents and information as a means of
obtaining personal gain, especially in respect to
information about business performance and
financial markets. Journalist shall avoid covering
stories where he/she has a direct personal
interest, or should at least declare such personal
interests where it is relevant.

5.2. Journalists shall maintain a clear distinction
between editorial decision-making and commercial



policy of the media entity. Journalists shall refrain
from engaging in activities that can undermine his
own reputation or that of the media entity that
he/she works for or acts that could weaken the
confidence in its objectiveness, from membership
to political organizations; and shall not be subject
to political or commercial pressures and be
independent.

5.3. Journalists shall maintain a clear distinction
between editorial content and marketing,
advertisements or sponsored materials.
Journalists shall have the right to refuse
assignments, if such assignments are against the
laws and rules of professional conduct. If a
journalist’s opinions have been distorted during the
editorial process, the journalist has the right to
decline from having the article published under
his/her signature.

5.4. If an editorial secret is not related with
violation of the legislation of the Republic of
Azerbaijan and this Code, journalists are obliged to
protect such secrets.

5.5. Journalists may not offer the material that
he/she has prepared to other parties without prior
consent from the management of the media entity
that he/she works for.



5.6. Plagiarism is an intolerable act. Any form of
plagiarism under  all circumstances is
unacceptable. Journalists shall respect copyright
and the terms of copyright agreements.
Journalists shall always acknowledge the source
of complete materials or short extracts from other
media which may be used without express
permission. Journalist shall only reproduce longer
extracts or complete materials from other media
with prior permission and with acknowledgement
of the author and media.

5.7. Journalists must avoid the use of wvulgar
expressions, jargons and should try to contribute
to enrich and protect the purity of the Azerbaijani
language.

5.8. Journalists shall not pay sources for
information, but where payment is considered
necessary in order to obtain information that the
public has a right to know, it shall be made clear in
the relevant report that payments have been
made.

5.9. Relationships between different media outlets
and between media professionals should be
characterised by mutual respect and fair
competition in order to preserve the integrity of the
media.



5.10. The public has the right to be informed about
who owns and controls media outlets.

5.11. Journalists shall support media colleagues
when they are unfairly attacked or criticised;
however, professional solidarity should not be an
excuse for suppressing or distorting information.

Infringement of the terms of this Code may only be
justified where it can be demonstrated that the
relevant publication serves the best interests of the
public.

For the purposes of this Code, information ‘of
public interest’ should not be confused with
information which is ‘interesting to the public’.

A publication is in the public interest only if:

- It protects health, safety and security;

- It helps the prevention and disclosure of
serious crimes and abuse of power;

- It prevents the public from the danger of
being seriously misled.

The document was adopted in the First Congress
of Azerbaijani journalists on 15 March 2003. lts
revised version from a gender equality perspective



introducing the Principle 4 developed within the
Council of Europe Project “Gender equality and
media freedom in Azerbaijan” was approved by the
Azerbaijan Press Council on 1 November 2018.
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