Burren Farming for Water — A Bur?é'n Case Study burren-~otrust
PROGRAMME connecting people and place

Dr. Brendan Dunford

EDPA Roundtable Session 2: Water management and protected areas
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Talk Overview
The Burren EDPA (awarded 2013)

« Farming for water

« Scaling impact




The Burren c.720km2 (72,000ha). Mostly privately owned farmland. Small National Park (c.5% of area).
Glaciated karst landscape. Largely subterranean hydrology. UNESCO Global Geopark.

Ludlow (1651) not water enough to drown a man, wood enough to hang one, nor earth enough to bury
them ... and yet their cattle are very fat’







Fulacht Fiadh (c. 3,000 years old)
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Biodiversity: Hosts over 70% of Ireland’s native plant species
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Farming intensity
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) Burren
PROGRAMME




1 Score Sheet for Wintprage type Pastures

farm Frald Sorveyor Cotw

Sverent Growing Prodice (crcie o5 oppeopriote] _Feeding Momogement [arde ax oppeopniate) : Silage feeding
Shage, bay- Concendrates: “wtere inawe .
Wiresr  Wimera Yeor Notfed o Some fed oose, xcortered Nor Fedf* =i = automatic
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fail’ (score 0,
no payment)
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Farming for Conssrvation in the Burren

A Guide to Feeding Cattle
on Burren Winterages
BURRENLFE SEST PAACTICE GUIDE No. 4
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Low scores? — Action needed! Farmer is allocated an allowance within which (s)he can nominate (and co-fund
25-75% of the cost of) tasks to increase score. All water tasks funded at 50%.

Payment for Actions (M2)
Dournante ors cubisct tn somolating of aotinne nlannad obtaicina g)| necessary permissions and complying with any conditions attached Maximum allowance  €7,000.00

FPleaze tick all tasks farmers agrees o do

scription Funding Paid per |€ Farmer | Agreeto
rate (%) unit (€) [receives do?

pllowing scrub tasks (S1A): Cut using chainsaws and immediately freat stumps with herbicide.
=b or Sepl-Dec (outside the bird nesting season). Costings include piling, treating, herbicide &

ng herbicides: Roundup Bisctive and Barclay Gallup Biograde are the only herbicides permitied
/5. Make sure you read and follow the directions on the product label. The Basic Payment Scheme
#. Cut and treat all briars, blackthorn, hazel and other scrub within and around the enclosure, and
all with the mothair but leave the mature scrub marked on the map. All cut scrub must be removed
closure and either piled in & suitable location for rotting or removal by tractor to & place where it
rned. Labour estimate of 4 days for 2 people, which includes additional time to allow for removing
N enclosure.
n and around a Recorded Monument the work was notified to NWS and permission received on 16
labelled A-B on map. Repair the northern boundary wall to its original high standard using fallen and
ered stones. Do not take stones from other buit structures.
labelled C-D on map. Repair the northern boundary wall to its original high standard uzing fallen and
g } ered stones. Do not take stones from other buit structures,
stone wall repair ' Green line labelled E-F on map. Repair internal wall to ts original high standard using fallen and loose scattered
stones. Do not take stones from other buitt structures.
Habitat restoration Cut bracken (ferns) in lower part of field 9 and throughout field 10. Cut in mid-June and again & weeks later
uging a scythe or bladed strimmer. Labour estimate of 10 days for 1 person.
1abitat restoration | Cut bracken (ferns). Cut in mid-June and again & weeks later using a scythe or bladed strimmer. Wipe the
L regrowth of briars. Labour estimate of S days for 1 person.

Purchase and hang a traditional, Burren-style gate at the location indicated on the map. Costing includes a set

Water installation Purchase and install a 350 gallon plastic water trough at the location indicated on the map. Costing includes
fittings. Please ensure the trough sits on a solid level base (imestone chip is ideal).

Total for agreed Actions €

zeneral comments on Actions completed:  |Standard of M2 work completed continues to be exceptional,




Protecting Natural Water Sources

—~— -y
el o s — - " & -~ M o

‘, w— Al M‘/ - - N7 SeE e - ""‘\,‘--
——— ‘ g - T e

,

-

el i v

A P
o

—_
- -l




Providing and storing alternative (renewable) sources




Pumping water to where its needed

R
S

3
”.A
| 2







Burren
PROGRAMME
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Heart: Celebrate rather than criticise

— 3

A, |

Burren Winterage Weekend
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Impact? Burren Field Scores 2010-23

EVALUATION OF
THE BURREN

PROGRAMME

An independent evaluation found that the program delivered:

€9.4 million

in payments to local farmers

€23 million

for the local economy

€33 million

worth of landscape and biodiversity
improvements since 2010
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opportunities for agritourism and
greater appeal as a visitor destination




Scaling: from 20 local farmers to 20,000 farmers across Ireland

* Burren
PROGRAMME

‘Key aspects: Result Based Payments
ol Local Support Team

Fostering local ownership

<



Avoid/limit silage feeding — Training Hydromorphology.
and fertiliser application

ACRES Burren: Main s o -~ |Landscape Actions
Conservation Measures G R | ' s

— Erosion Control.

— Sediment Capture Ponds.
— Wildlife Ponds.

— Ditch/Peat Reprofiling.

— Sediment Capture Ponds.

(especially on winterage
HEL P

Avoid/limit livestock
access to natural

waterbodies. — Water Retention Structure

Installation of | 3 o AR e e 4 5 in a karst Landscape.
feedlng/d rlnklng troughs [ suA o soundary nm-n:: CP_WFD_Stams W L;':m Satin ; :: Borren Acan 'v-mul::::’u WFD_Statis ;‘un": WFD_Statin
. . . Bl o aw) Moo ae B ) mdern B s
in suitable locations. . i B et
[ Unasssrmt

Fence/maintain Map: Groundwater Bodies and Main Rivers and Lakes Status

within the ACRES BUA CP region

.
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Table: Actions Approved thus far for farmers under ACRES in the region



FARMING.FOR.
nature

- Meat our network of farmers
INNOVATORS IN SUSTAINABILITY
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Increasing interest from private sector
as well as public-sector funding...

Making farming for nature a sound
investment for businesses and for formers
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Payments to farmers to
create ponds, plus annual
dividend to encourage best
practice for pond creation
and management




Minimum Pond size 25 m?
Average Pond size 110m?

l Hare's Coiner Agplicationg 2025 1




https://www.npws.ie/farmers-and-

Th a n k yo u ! FO r m O re i nfo : landowners/farming-for-nature/book- FARMING FOR
results-based-payments NATU RE

THE ROLE OF
RESULTS HASED PAYMENTS

ACRES

BURREN ARAN
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burren otrust

connecting people and place

Farming
for Nature
Handbook

A Proctical Guide to Protecting and
Restoring Nature on Your Form
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Burren Winterage Weekend
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http://www.acresburrenaran.ie/
http://www.burrenprogramme.com/
http://www.burrenbeo.com/
http://www.farmingfornature.ie/
http://www.burrenwinterage.com/
http://www.refarm.ie/
https://www.npws.ie/farmers-and-landowners/farming-for-nature/book-results-based-payments
https://www.npws.ie/farmers-and-landowners/farming-for-nature/book-results-based-payments
https://www.npws.ie/farmers-and-landowners/farming-for-nature/book-results-based-payments
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