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The Council of Europe is the continent’s leading human rights

organisation. It comprises 46 member states, including all members

of the European Union. All Council of Europe member states
have signed up to the European Convention on Human Rights,
a treaty designed to protect human rights, democracy and the
rule of law. The European Court of Human Rights oversees the
implementation of the Convention in the member states.
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What is the overall goal?

The Project will assist national authorities to further enhance penitentiary reform
and health care, and the protection of the human rights of persons deprived of
liberty.

It builds upon results achieved under the project “Enhancing healthcare and
human rights protection in prisons in Armenia” (2019-2022). The focus will be on
consolidation of already achieved results and expansion of the work to enable
favorable conditions for treatment and medical services provided to inmates in
compliance with the Council of Europe (CoE) standards.

The envisaged changes will ensure full compliance of the Armenian legislation
and practice with standards of European Committee for the Prevention of Torture
and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, Recommendation Rec
(2006)2 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on the European Prison
Rules, other CM Recommendations in prison and case law of the European Court
of Human Rights.

What do we expect to achieve?

mmm The institutional capacity of the Penitentiary Medicine Center in the field of
telemedicine and digitalization of medical files is further enhanced in order to
provide quality healthcare in the penitentiary system.

mmm The knowledge and skills of medical and non-medical staff
on different topics on provision of health care in prison are further
consolidated aiming to strengthen the capacities to work with inmates
with mental disorders and enhance the prevention of suicide and
self-harm cases.

mmm The capacities of prison staff to apply tools and rehabilitation programmes for
persons deprived of liberty are enhanced.

mmm The penitentiary regulatory framework is harmonised with the new Penitentiary
Code, with a view to provide better resocialisation of inmates, and in line with
Council of Europe standards.

Who benefits from the Project?

mmm Project Partners: Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Health, Prison Medicine Center,
Penitentiary Service,

mmm Target Groups: medical and non-medical staff of Prison Medicine Center,
Penitentiary Service,and other professionals,

mmm End beneficiaries: citizens and society at large,

How will the Project work?

The Project will follow the main CoE principles throughout its intervention. All
interventions will be in line with CoE human rights standards and shall have due
regard to the dignity, health, safety and well-being of persons deprived of liberty,
and it must take full account of the individual characteristics, circumstances and
needs of each specific inmate in order to ensure that each case is dealt with
justly and fairly. Prison Medicine Center shall further enhance the institutional
capacity in order to provide quality health care in the penitentiary system, as well
as step up efforts for further consolidating the knowledge and skills of medical

and non-medical staff on different topics on provision of health care. Co-ordinated
and complementary work is required for the Penitentiary Service to strengthen the
capacities of prison staff to apply rehabilitation tools and programmes for persons
deprived of liberty to meet complex needs of inmates. Civil society organisations will
be also involved in the rehabilitation process.

mmm The total budget of the Project is 550 000 EUR.

mmm The Project is a part of the CoE Action Plan for Armenia 2023-2026. The Action
Plan is a strategic programming instrument that aims to bring Armenia’s legislation,
institutions and practice further into line with European standards in the areas of
human rights, the rule of law and democracy. The Action Plan is intended to support
the country’s efforts to honour its obligations as a CoE member State.

How do we get more information?

mmm Cooperation in Police and Deprivation of Liberty Unit of the Council of Europe,
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cooperation-in-police-and-deprivation-of-liberty

mmm Council of Europe Office in Yerevan, www.coe.int/en/web/yerevan

mmm Contact person: Diana  Ghazaryan, Senior Project Officer,
Diana.ghazaryan@coe.int

About the Council of Europe

The CoE is the leading European intergovernmental organisation with an extensive
and recognised standing in the area of protection of the human rights of persons
deprived of liberty. The work in these areas is based on the established synergy
between the CoE standards, the monitoring mechanisms put in place to supervise
their implementation by the Member States and the technical assistance activities
provided to assist countries in need to improve the application of these standards
inter alia within their prisons and probation services, the detention conditions and
the treatment of inmates.
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